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The Hiftorical Society holds not itfelf "refponfible for 
every thing/* which appears in its Collections. If 
any reprefentation is not fupported by good authorities, 
it is open to temperate difcujflion. Perfonal fatire is 
here inadmiffible. It is requifite that he, who combats 
any real or fuppofed error, give his reafons, or authori* 
ties, difpaffionatdy ; and thus prove that he is contend- 
ing, not for viftory, but for truth. This is the only v 
becoming conteft in the republic of letters. 

Quid verum atque decens euro et rogo, et omnis in hoc GmL 

The anonymous writer of the following article will, 
hence, perceive why fome of his remarks are fuppret 
fed. 

• Remarks on "A History of Salem.*' 

1 HE learning, the rejTpeftability, the known merits of 
the Hiftorical Society, awe an individual, and command 
rcfpeft to what is publiflied under their Iknftion. Yet a^ 
it may be doubtful whether they feel refponfible for every 
thing, which particular meiJnbers, or correfpondents, may 
communicate, it becomes a duty to point out any excep* 
tionable paffages in their publications. If this be not 
done, the weight of their influence may tend to give au- 
thority to error, and pervert public opinion. 

This, we hope, will apologize for a few remarks on ** A 
Hiftory of Salem,*' publiflied by the Hiftorical Society. 

Pafling over feveral other things, the charafter given of 
Mr, Roger Williams particularly provokes exammation. 
The portrait of him, drawn in this hiftory, is fo unlike 
that, left by his cotemporaries and acquaintance, that were 
it not for the name, no mortal would ima^ne it defigned 
for the fame perfoii. If the learned hiftorian have any au- 
thorities for what he aflerts, it would have been kind in 
liim, and fatisfaftory to his readers, had he admitted them 
to fee the new difcovery for themfelves. No authority is 
quoted. But in page 246 he iays, though " Mr. Williams 
blamed the adminiftration, he did not oPPofe iu'^ In the 

lame 
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fame page he fays, he ** could be perfuadedj but not com- 
pelled, to renounce his opinions/' In page 249 he fays, 
that, " In Salem every perfon loved Mr. Williams ; that 
he had no perfonal enemies under any pretence." In page 
iJ45 he fays, that Mr. Williams, ** throughout all his life, 
fupported a high place in their affeAions, as a truly godly 
man.*' Again he fays, that " kind treatment coiild win 
him ; that he always had addrefs enough, with his firm- 
iiefe, never to be forfaken by the friends he had ever gain* 
cd ; that he breathed the pureft devotion." 

We will make no refleftions, but appeal to feveral wri- 
ters, who lived nearer the fcene of adion j fome of whom 
faw this comet blazing in his eccentric orb* One of them, 
Morton, informs us that ** Williams refufed the oath of 
fidelity himfelf, and taught others fo to do : that he alfo 
feake dangerous words againft the patent, which was the 
roundation of the government." 

Mather tells us, that this " hot-headed man publicly and 
furioujly preached againfl the patent ;" that " he violently 
nvithftood the oath of fidelity. I might quote from Gov- 
ernor Winthrop, Hutchinfon, and Hubbard, to prove the 
' fame faft. Was not here oppofition to the adminiflration, 
as powerful as he could make ? 

Equally violent was his oppofition to church adminiftra- 
tion. Morton fays, that " he procured the church of Sa- 
lem's confent unto letters of admonition, which were writ- 
ten and fent by him in their name to the churches of 
Boflion, Charlefl:own, and Newtown." What Pontiff at 
Rome would have done more ? 

The fame author informs us that Williams, " growing 
more violent, immured in his own houfe, fent a letter to 
his church, which was read in public, threatening that if 
they would not feparata not only from the churches of 
Old England, but from the churches of New-England too, 
he would feparate from them," The church did not com- 
ply with fuch a mad propofal, and therefore he did fepa- 
rate from them^ and fet up a meeting in " his own houfe, 
. to which divers of the weaker fort repaired." Thus was 
he forfaken ; yet the prefent hifiorian aflerts, " that he al- 
ways had addrefs enough — never to be forfaken by the 
friends, he had ever gained." , He alfo aflerts that " In Sa- 
lem 
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lem every perfon loved him/' Stubborn fa£ls repel thefc 
aflertions, and other writers contradifl: them. 

The fame remark will apply, when he fays that Williams 
*' could be perfuaded, and that kind treatment could win 
. him." Governor Hutchinfon fays, that " endeavours were 
nfed to reclaim him, but to no purpofeJ^* Mather fays, that 
" before the court proceeded to banifh this incendiary, 
they advifed with the paflors of the neighbouring church- 
es," *' who requejied that they would forbear pi'ofecuting 
him till they and their churclies had in a church way en- 
deavoured his conviftion and repentance." Their propo- 
fal was allowed. " The church of Boflon, and feveral 
other churches, took the befl pains they could, and though 
they brought the church of Salem to join with them, the 
eflfeft on Williams was, that he renounced them all as no 
churches." And though the church of Salem gave him 
up, and joined with thofe, who admonifhed him ; yet 
this writer fays, that " every perfon loved him, and tnat 
he had addrefs enough never to be forfaken by the friends 
he had ever gained." 

With equal propriety he fays, Williams ** breathed the 
purefl devotion." As he has not produced any fample of 
his devotion, the tafk is ours. Writers, who had at leaft 
as good opportunities as this hiflorian, fay, that after he 
feparated from his people, " he never more came to the 
church affembly ; he withdrew all private religious com- 
munion from any, who held communion with them" ; 
" he would not pray with his own wife and family, nor 
alk a blefling at meals with them, becaufe they went to 
the church affemblies." 

Finally, after his banifliment as a pefl of fociety, " he 
turned Anabaptifl:, (fays Morton) then told his deluded 
followers, he was out of the way himfelf, and had mifled 
them, for he did not find that there was any upon earth that 
could adminifler baptifm, and therefore their lafl: baptifin 
was a nullity as well as their firfl, and therefore they mufl 
lay down all, and wait for the coming of new apofUes j fo 
thev diffolved themfelves." 
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ji topographical De/cription of Cambridge.* 

CAMBRIDGE is a fliire town, in the county of Mid- 
dlefe:&. It lies in 42"^. 23'. north latitude, and 71 "*• 
Weft longitude from London. It is bounded on the north- 
eaft by Charleftown ; on the north-weft by Lexington ; 
on the weft by Watertown ; on the fouth-weft by rf ew- 
ton ; on the fouth by Broddine, and cm the fouth-eaft 
and eaft by Cambridge bay to Charleftown line» 

It is about three miles diftant from Bofton, on a right 
fine ; eight miles, as meafured on the road leading through 
Brookline and Roixbury ; about four miles and a half 
through Charlcftown ; and three miles, one quarter, and 
fixtv rods from the old ftate-houfe, by the way of Weft- 
fiofton bridge. 

The foil is various. In the fouth-weft part of the town» 
within a mile of Charles river, the land is hilly, and abounds 
in fprings. The foil is loamy, and natural to grafs. la 

the 

• For tkts Defcripthnt I am principally indebted to my worthy 
(riend, and refpedable pari{hioncr» Caleb Gannstt, Efquire. 
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Q, The Hifior^ of Catiibridge. 

the north-weft part of the town, the land is hilly, and fim- 
ilar to that in the ibuth-weft part. The hills, in each part, 
afford large quantities of ftone for mafon's work. From 
the foot of the hills on the fouth fide of Charles-river, ex- 
cepting a quantity of marfh of about 300 acres on each 
fide, the foil is moftly light, and intermixed with loam, 
lying upon a ftratum of clay, at the depth of fifteen or 
twenty feet, though at fome places it runs to or near the 
furiace. The foil is the fame through the fir ft parifli, and 
Menotomy plains. On the fides of the rivulet, which di- 
vides the firft and fecond pariflies, there is a large quantity 
o£ meadow land, producing but Uttle grais^ and of an in- 
ferior quality. This meadow, however, abounds with 
peat, which is ufed by the poorer inhabitants for fuel. 
- The original growth of the land was oak, walnut, and 
pine. ITie orchards, planted by the firft fettlers, flouriflied 
greatly. The few ancient trees now remaining, being of 
a much larger fize than any planted within half a century, 
denote vegetation to have been much more vigorous in 
former than in later years. From this caufe, the quantity 
of fruit is greatly diminiflied. 

. The plains, though not fruitful in grafs, are well adapted 
to the raifitig of Indian corn, winter rye, and the common 
efculent vegetables* 

From the hilly and diverfified furface of fqveral parts, 
and the paflage of Charles river through the middle, of 
the town, it plight be fuppofed that the air is very pure. 
Experience connrma the fuppofition. Many of the inhab- 
itants have attained great longevity ; apd invalids, from 
other towns, have reaJix^ed the beneficial effeds of a falu- 
brious air from a temporary refidence iu the town. Per- 
fons afflided with chronic diforders have alfo received ad* 
ditional advantages, and fometime^ effe£hial relief, by the 
ufe of the waters in a chalybeate fpring in the fouth-weft 
parifh. 

The largeft river in Cambridge is Charles river, which 
is. navigable to the bridge leading to Brookline, for veflels 
of ninety tons, and for lighters to Watertown. 

Three ponds head a rivulet, which divides the firft and 
fecond parifi&es, and which empties itfelf into Myfiic river. 
The filh, ufually to be found in frelh rivers and ponds, 

may 
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may, in their feafon, be caught in thefe waters. Ancient- 
ly^ the alewife fifliery was of confiderable value. Exdii- 
five of the purpofe of exportation, the fifli were ufed &s 
manure for the land.* This fifliery is, at prefent, of litdc 
cohfequence. 

In the north-weft parifli, in Cambridge, on a fmall brook, 
which originates in Lexington, and empties itfelf into 
Myftic river, there are one faw mill, and three grift mills. 
Perfons, tranfporting their grain from the north-weft f)art 
of the ftate to Bofton, might avail themfelves of thefe mills, 
with convenience, to convert it into meal ; and thxis ren- 
der it more faleable in the market. 

In the fame parifli, there is a card manufaftory which 
does great honour to American ingenuity. The machine, 
ufed m this manufaftory, by a fimple operation, bendS, 
cuts, and fticks the card teeth. It was invented in the 
fpring of 1797, by Amos Whittemore, of Cambridge ; and, 
on the firft of September, 1799, William Whittemore and 
company commenced bufinefs. Twenty-three machines, 
now in operation, ftick two hundred dozen pairs of cards, 
on an average, every week. Forty perfons, male and fe- 
male, employed in this manufaftory, complete the above- 
mentioned number, weekly, for fale. The buildinff, in 
which the whole work is done, is 46 feet fquare j and the 
average price of the cards is 7 dollars per dozen pairs. 

About fifty rods below the bridge leading to Brookline, 
there is a very commodious wharf, owned by William 
Winthrop, Efquire, at which great quantities of wood 
and lumber are annually unladen, to the great convenience 
of the mechanical interefts, and to the general accommoda- 
tion of the town. The breadth of Charles river kere, is 
twenty-two rods. 

Wedft-Bofton bridge, conneAing Cambridge with Bofton, 

is a magnificent ftru£hire. It was eredied at the expenfe 

of a company incorporated for that purpofe; and coft 

■ 76,700 

* This fingular fpecies of manure appears to have been mneh ufed 
in the infancy of the country. An early writer, in reference to the .firft 
fettlers 6f Concord, obferves : " The Lord is pleafcd to provide for 
them great (lore of fifh in the fpring time> and efpecially alewives, 
about the bignefs of a herring : many thoufands of thefe they ufed to 
put under 3ieir Indian come.'* Wondet'^orking Provid^e ojT Sm\ 
Saviour in Nc*W'England. 
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76,700 dollars. The caufeway, on the Cambridge fide, 
was be^un July 15, 1792 ; the wood work, April 8, 1793. 
Thebndge was opened for paflengers, November 23, 1793, 
leven months and an l^alf from the time oi laying the firil 
pier. It is very handfomely conftruded ; and, when 
ughted by its two rows of lamps, extending a mile and a 
quarter, prefents a vifia, which has a fine e&d. 

It fiands on 180 piers, and is * 3483 feet long. 

Bridge over the gore, 14 do. - •• 275 do. 

Abutment, Bofton fide, * - .874- 

Caufeway 3344 

Difiance from the end of the caufeway 
to the firft church in Cambridge - 7810 

Width of the bridge - - - 40 

It is railed on each fide, for foot-paflengers. The fides of 
the caufeway are ftoned, capfland, and railed ; and on each 
fide there is a canal, about 30 feet wide. A toll is granted 
to the proprietors for 70 years. 

The diuance from the firfl: church in Cambridge to the 
old fiate-houfe in Bofton, over this bridge, is three miles, 
one quarter, and fixty rods ; and to the new ftate-houfe 
about three miles. 

The erection of this bridge has had a very perceivable 
influence on the trade of Cambridge, which, formerly, was 
very inconfiderable. By bringing the travel from the 
weftward and northward through the centre of the town, 
it has greatly invigorated bufinefs there. It, at the fame 
time, has given rife to a thriving trade in the vicinity of 
the bridTC, where feveral houfes and ftores have already 
been buut, and where a rapid progrefs of trade and com- 
merce may rationally be expedted. The land, on each fide 
of the road to Bofton, from the firm formerly liiman's 
(lately Mr. Jarvis's) to the bridge, is divided into fmall 
lots, accommodated to the purpofe of houfes and ftores ; 
and has recently been fold.* This faJe will, probably, be 
introduftory to a compact and populous fettlement. 

There are five edifices for public worfhip in the town : 
within the limits of the firft parifli, a Congregational and 
an Epifcopal church ; in the fecond parifli, a Cohgrega- 
tiond ^d a Baptift church j and in the third, a Congrega- 
tional churcl^* 

* January, 1801. There 
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There are five College edifices belonging to Harvard 
Univerfity : i. Harvard HaH, (ftanding on the fdte of 
old Harvard, which was burnt in 1764) containing ^ 
chapel, and cUning hall, the library, and mufeum, a philoC- 
ophy chamber, and sun apartment for the philofophical ap- 
paratus ; built in 1 765 : ' 

2. Majfachufetts Hall^ of 4 ftories, containing 32 rooms, 
and 64 ftudies ; built in 1720 : 

3. HoUis Hall J of 4 ftories, containing 32 rooms, and 
64 ftudies ; built in 1 763 : 

4. Holden Chapel^ ktdy converted into lefturing and 
redting rooms, for the ufe of the profeflbrs and tutors ; 
built in 1745. Thefe 4 buildings are of brick. 

5. College Houfe^ a wooden building, of 3 ftories, con- 
taming 1 2 rooms with ftudies. This building ftands with- 
out the college yard, having been originally built, about 
1770, for a private dwelling-houfe, and pur chafed, about 
two year? afterv^ard, by the Corporation of Harvard Col- 
lege. 

Stougbton Hall J which ftood nearly on a line with HoUis, 
on the fouth, was a brick building, built in 1698, and 
taken down in 178 1. An extenfive and beautiful conb- 
mon fpreads to the north-weft of the colleges, and adds 
much to the pleafantnefs of this central part of the town. 

A few rods to the fouth-weft of the firft church, ftands 
a county court-houfe, where the judicial courts are holden, 
and the public bufinefs of the town is tranfacled. At the 
fouth-weft corner of Market Square, is the jail, an ancient 
wooden building, not much ufed, for the confinement of 
criminals, fince the ereftion of a ftone jail at Concord, 
(the other fliire town of Middlefex) in 1789. 

A Httle to the weftward of the Epifcopal church is the 
grammar fchool-houfe ; where a town fchool is kept 
through the year. Befides this, there are fix fchool houfes 
in the town ; two in each of the three parifties. 

During this fummer, a bath was crefted at brick- 
^vharf, principally for the benefit of the ftudents of the 
Univerfity. It was made under the fuperintendance 
of Thomas Brattle, Efquire, and happily unites ornament 
with utility. 

The gardens of Thomas Brittle, Efquire, are univerfallv 

admired. 
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admired, for the jufbiefs of their defign, and for the rich- 
nefi, variety, andf perfcdlion, of their produdions. In Ub 

£art erf New-England, probaUy, is horticulture carried to 
igher perfe&ion than within his inclofure. A mall, wi- 
joining his grounds, made in 170^9 and ihaded by hand- 
fome rows of trees, is a work of neatneis and tafte ; and 
IB, at once, convenient and ornamental to the town. j 

On the road leading to Watertown, there are fevertl 
elegant feats, which attrad the notice, and delight the eye, 
of the traveller. One of thefe feats, now owned by ii&- 
Andrew Crai^e, was the place of General WAdHiNoxoN^a 
refidence, while he was with the American army at Cam^* 
bridge* 

It is generally conceded, that this town eminently conrs 
bines thie tranquillity of philofophic folitude, with 
choicefi pleafures and advantages of refined fociety. 

Acres. 

The Fifft Parilh in Cambridge contains - 2851 

The Second 4345 t 

The Third 1660 

In Oftober, 1798, the number of dwellingrhoufes in tt:* 
Firft Fariih, and within the town, wzs - - i^g^ 

In the Second 9 S 

In the ITiird - * ^8 

Total houfes in Cambridge, 30 ^ 

The prefent number of inhabitants in Cambridge is 244- J 
In 1790, the number was - - - - air J 

Increafe in 10 years - - 3i ^ 

The Hi/iory of Cambridge. 

THE fettlement of Cambridge commenced in 163 1. I ^ 
was the original intention of the fettlers to make it th^ 
metropolis of the Province of Maflachufetts. Govemoic^ 
Winthrop, Deputy-Governor Dudley, and the Ailiftants^ 
having examined the territory lying contiguous to the nc^ 
fettlements, upon view of this fpot, *^ aU agreed it a fit^ 
place for a beautiful town, and took time to confider fur^ 

4- r»*»»» 
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ther about it.*'* On the 29th of December, 1630, ^* after 
laany confiUtations about a fit place to build a town for 
the feat of government, they s^ec on a place N* W. fijde c£ 
Charles river, about three mues W. firom Charleftown ; 
a^d all, except Mr. Endicot and Sharp (the former living 
ai: Salem, and the latter purpofing to return to England; 
oblige themfelvcs to build houfes there the following ^ring, 
and remove their ordnance and munition thither, and firtt 
call the place Newtown/*! The town was laid out in 
&aares, the ftreets interfefting each other at right angles. 
Cjhe fquare was referved for the purpofe of a market ; and 
r.6inains open, to this day, ftiU retaining the name of Mat" 
ket ]^lace.\ The ftreet, leading by the Town Spring to the 
Ibothward, was called Creek Street. The ftreet, parallel to 
t1^ leading from the College to the Caufeway , Wood Streets 
Tlie ftreet, parallel to this, leading from the Firft Church 
to MarSi Lane, Water Street. The ftreet eaftward, and 
panllel to this, leading fit)m Braintree Street to Marih 
Lane, Crooked Street^ or Lane.% The ftreet, from the Par- 
fonagc to Wood Street, Braintree Street. The ftreet fouth- 
ward, and parallel to this, running fix)m the Town Spring 
to Crooked Lane, Spring Street. The ftreet, parallel to this, 
and ferther fouth, running from Creek Street to Crooked 
Lane, Long Street. South of this a lane on the margin of 
the marfti, called Marjh Lane. A lane leading from Crook- 
ed Street or Lane into the Neck, called Back Lane. Back 
Lane was. narrow and crooked, and is now difcontinued 
2iid inclofed ; and, in its ftead, a new ftreet, 45 feet wide, 
2nd ftraight, has been laid out a few rods to the fouthward 
tf that lane. 

According to agreement, the Deputy-Governor, Secre- 
tary Bradftreet, and other principal gentlemen, in the 
fpring of 163 1, commenced the execution of the plan, with 
a view 

* Gov. Winthrop's Joumaly printed at Hartford, in 1790. 

t Priaee's Chronology^ vol. II. 8. Three numbers only of a fecond 
Volume of this Chronology were ever publilhed. 

t For the origiaol names of the ftreets of Cambridge, I ajn indebted 
to William Winthrop, Efquire, (a defcendant of Governor Winthrop) 
^boy in foine other pajticularsy has obligingly contributed to the cor- 
i'Qftaej(3. Qf this hiActry. 

$ This ftrcttVES.ftiaighteBed.the pveieot year. 
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z view to its fpeedy completion. The Governor fet up the 
frame of a houfe where ne firft pitched his tent ; and the 
Deputy-Governor finifhed his houfe,* and removed hb 
family. On fome confiderations, however, " which at firft 
came not into their minds," the Governor, in the enfuing 
autumn, took down his frame, and removed it into Bofton, 
with the intention of making that the place of his future 
abode ; greatly to the difappointment of the reft of the 
company, who were ftill refolved to build at Newtown. 
Having promifed the people of Bofton, when they firft fat 
down with him there, that he would not remove, unlels 
they Ihould accompany Jiim ; they now petitioned him, 
** under all their hands,'* that j according to his promife, he 
would not leave them. About this time, alfo, Chicketaw- 
bu, the Chief of the Indians in the neighbourhood of New- 
town, vifited the Governor with high profeflions of friend- 
fliip ; which rendered him lefs apprehenfive of danger from 
the Indians, and lefs folicitous for a fortified town. To- 
gether with thefe confiderations, to influence the Governor 
to this new refolution, Bofton was now " like to be the 
place of chiefeft commerce.**! 

Various orders of the Court of Affiflants fliew, however, 
that Newtown, ftill defigned for the metropolis, was taken 
under legiflative patronage. Oa the 1 4th of June, 1 63 1 , the 
Court, in confideration of " Mr. John Mafters* having un- 
dertaken \o make a paflage from Charles river to the New 
Town, 1 2 feet bro2id, and 7 deep, promifes him fatisfac- 
tion.** On the 5th of July, the Court ordered, " that 
there be levied out of the feveral plantations £-2^09 for 
making the Creek from Charles river to Newtown.**{ In 
the courfe of the fame year, a thatched houfe, in Bofton, 
taking fire from the chimney, and becoming burnt down ; 
*' for prevention whereof," obferves the Deputy-Governor, 
" in our New Town^ intended to be built this fummer, we 

have 

* It ftood on the weft fide of Water Street, near its fouthcm termi- 
nation at Marfh Lane. 

t Belknap's American Biography, II. 339- Hubbard's MS. Hift. 
of N. Eng. 

i Prince, II. 30, 31. This creek, or paflage, which is ftill open, ex- 
tends from the river, in a northerly dire<5lion, to the upland ot the weft 
fide of Water Street, where it is i^terfeifted by Marib Lane. 
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have ordered, that no man there ihall build, Ins dumney with 
nvoodj nor cover his houfe with tbatch^\f On the 3d of 
February, 1632, the Court ordered, " that j^.6o be levied 
out of the feveral plantations, towards making a pali£ulo 
about the New Town.'*t 

An hiftorian^ who was in New-England, at this time, and 
who left it the year foflowing, obferves : " Newtown was 
firft intended for a city, but, upon more ferious confidera- 
tions, it was thought not fo nt, being too far from the 
fea ; being the greatefl: inconvenience it hath. This is one 
of. the neateft and beft compafted towns in New-England, 
having many £dr ftruftures, with many handfome coritrived 
ftreets* The inhabitants mofl: of them are very rich/* J 

In fome of the firfl years, the annual eleftion of the Gov- 
ernor and Magiilrates of the Colony was holden in this 
town. The people, on thefe occafions, affembled under an 
6ak tree, which long remained a venerable monument of 

the 

• Prince, II. 23. 

t Prince, II. 57. This fortification was actually made ; and the 
foffc, which was then dug around the town, is, in fome places, vifible, to 
this day. It commenced at Brick Wharf, (originally called Windmill 
Hill) and ran along the northern fide of the prefent Common. in Cam- 
bridge, and through what was then a thicket, but now conftitutes a 
part ef the cultivated grounds of Mr. Nathaniel Jarvis ; bey«nd which 
it cannot be diflin^y traced. It enclofed above 1000 acres. 

X Wood's New-England's Profpeift. 



Note for page 8. 
Chicketawt)!! was the ftgamore of Neponcctt, which could not have 
been far from Bofton, for, on the 14th of February, 1632, " the Gov- 
ernor and fome other company went to view the country as far as Ne- 
poncett, and ittumed that night." The firft rtiention of this Indian 
chief, within my knowledge, is March 23, 1631, when " Chickatabot|| 
came with his faniiops and fquaws, and prefented rhe Governor with 
a buflicl of Indian cbrti." In April, he " came to the Governor again, 
and he put him into a very good new fuit from head to foot ; and, af- 
ter, he fat meat before him, out he would not eat till the Governor had 
given thanks, and after meat he defired him to do the like, and fo de- 
parted.'* He died, of the fmall pox, in November, 1633, when that 
difordcr occafioned " a great mortality among the Indians," and caiv 
J?cd off many of his people. WinthropU Journal^ 24, 26, 32, 56. 

U Thus J^elt hy Ccv. Wtntbrop. 
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the freedom, the patnotifin, snd the piety, of the ancefi 
<tf New-£n^and.§ 

The firft confiderable acceffion to the fbdety appears 
have been in Auguft, 1632, when ^^ the Braintree comp; 
which had begun to fit down at Mount Woolafton by 
der of Court, removed to Newtown. Thefe were 1 
Hooker's company.** || Mr. Hooker, however, having i 
yet come to New-^England, they were fiili defiitute of a : 
tied minifter. But a preparation for the privilege of 
pubUc miniftry, and of the ordinances of the gofpel, was 
immedi 

§ This venerable oak flood on the northerly fide of the Comxno] 
Csunbridge, a little wefl of the road lea<ting to Lexington. The ftis 
of it was. dug up not. many years fince. 

II Wmthrop's Journal, 42. It is highly prohablei that this conap 
came from Braintree, in EfTex county^ in England, and from its vie 
ty. Chelmsford, where Mr. Hooker was fettled, is but eleven n: 
from Braintree : And Mr. Hooker ** was fo eftecmed as a preacl 
that not only his own people, but others from all parts of the count;; 
Eflbz flocked to hear him.'* — ^The names of this company, conftitut 
the firft iettlers of the town of Cambridge, are preferved in the recc 
of the Proprietors, under the date of 1632, and are as follow : 
Jeremy- Adams Richard Lord 

Matthew Allen John Matters 

John Benjamin Abraham Morrill 

Jonathan Bofwell Hefter Muffey 

Mr. Simon Bradftreet* Simon Oakes 

John Bridge James Olmfted 

Richard Butler Capt. Daniel Patrick 

John Clarke John Prat 

Anthony Couldby, or Colby William Pentrey 

Daniel Dennifon Jofeph Redinge 

Thomas Dudley, Efq. Nathaniel Richards 

Samuel Dudley William Spencer 

Edward Elmer Thomas Spencer 

Richard Goodman Edward Stebbins 

William Goodwin John Steele 

Garrad Hadden Henry Steele 

Stephen Hart George Steele 

John Haynes, Efq.f Samuel Stone 

Thomas Heate John Talcott 

Rev. Thomas Hooker William Wadfworth 

Thomas Hofmer Andrew Warner 

Richard Harlackenden Richard Webb 

William Lewis William Weftwood 

John White. 



* Afieffuuard Governor of MaJfachufetU*, 

f Afiertujard Governor of QonneSicut. Ms bo^ ftood on the wej( 
Market Place. For bu cbaraSer^ fee TrumbuU*4 mfory ofCwme&uut, 
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imfiiedtate and primary objed of their pious attention. 
This year, accordingly, they ^^ built the firft houfe for pub- 
lic worihip at Newtown, with a bdl upon it."* 

The removal of the Governor into Bofion having occIim 
fiooed a mifunderftanding between him and the Dqnityu 
Governor ; ** the miniilers, for an end of the difference, 
ordered, that the Governor fhould procure them a minify 
ter at Newtown, and contribute fome towards his mainte* 
nance for a time ; or if he could not by the fpring tSs& 
tfaat, then to give the Deputy, towards his charges in 
biHlding there, ^."lo.^^ The Governor accepted this order, 
and promifed a compliance with it. The Deputy-Gov* 
cmor, however, on the reception of one part of the order, 
returned it to the Governor, profefling fo fuU a perfuafion 
of iht. Governor's love to him, and fo hi^h an eftimation 
of it, that ^' if he had given him jC*^^^? inilead of jC*^o» 
he would not have taken it.*' Notwithftanding the vari* 
ance, which had fubfified between thefe venerable men, 
*^ yet they peaceably met about their a&irs, without any 
appearance of any breach or difcontent ; and ever after 
kq)t peace and good correfpondency together in love and 
friendfliip/'t The 

' ■ ■ ■ I. . ■■ I , ■ m II I* 

* Prince, II. 75. This church flood on the weft fide of Water Streett 
and fouth of Spring Street, near the place where thefe fireets interfeA 
each other» about 30 rods fouth of where the congregational church 
now ftands. 

f Winthrop's JoumaL— —Governor Wimthro? is chara6leriied» by 
Morton, as ^^ fingular for piety, wifdom, and of a public fpirit ; as a 
man of unbiafled juftice, patience in refpeft of perfonal wrongs and in- 
juries, a great lover of the faints, eipecially able minifters of the g^fpel ; 
very fober in defiring, and temperate in improving, earthly content* 
ments ; very humble, courteous, and ftudious of general good." Dr. 
Belknap juftly obferves, that <' he was eminently qualified for the firft' 
office of goverxxment, in which he fhone with a lufti^ which would have 
done him honour in a larger fphere, and a more elevated fituation. He 
was the father, as well as governor, of an f nfant plantation." His houfet 
in Bofton, flx>od a few rods north of the Old South chtuxh, where the pile 
of brick ftores has been recently built* The late John Winthrop, £iq» 
HoUis Profeflbr of Math, and Nat. Philof. was his defcendant of the 
fourth generation ; and James and William Winthrop, Efquires, now. 
living in CambridgCi are defcendants, of the fifth generation. Gov. Win* 
throp died in 1649, ^1^^^ lxiii. Amer.Bi^* II. 337. MagnaUa^ IL 8« 

Thomas Dudley, £fq. is charadlerifed as ^< a man of found judgt. 
ment in matters of rdigiooi and well readi bellowing much labour that 

vray 5 
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The recent fettlers of Newtown had, while in Engl^ 
attended the miniftry pf the Reverend Thomas Hook 
who, to efcape fines and imprifonment for his non-c 
formity, had now fled into Holland. To enjoy the pi 
il^ of fuch a paftor, they were willing to migrate to : 
part of the world. No fooner, therefore, was he drr 
from them, than they turned their eyes towards N« 
England. They hoped that, if comfortable fettlemc 
could be made in this part of America, they might obt 
him fqr their paftor. Immediately after their fettlem 
at Newtown, they exprefled their earned: defires to '. 
Hooker, that he would come over into New-England, : 
take the pailoral charge of them. At their deiire he 
Holland ; and, having obtained Mr. Samuel Stone, a \cG 
cr at Torccfter in Northamptonftiire, for an affiftant in 
miniflry, took his paflage for America, and arrived 
Bofton September 4, 1633. With him came over the 
mous Mr. John Cotton, Mr. John Haynes, afterwards G 
ernor of Connecticut, Mr. GofF, and two hundred paf 

fsrs of importance to the Colony.* " They got oul 
ngland with much difficulty, all places being belaid 
have taken Mr. Cotton and Mr. Hooker, who had t 
long fought for, to have been brought into the High C( 
mituon j but the mafter being bound to touch at 
Wight, the purfuants attended there, and the mean t 
the faid minifters were taken in at the Downs."! 
Hooker, on his arrival at Bofton, proceeded to Newto 
where he was received with open arms, by an aflFeftioj 
and pious people. He was now chofen paftor, and 
Stone teacher, of the people at Newtown ; and on the i 
of Oftober, 1633, after folemn fafting and prayer, t 
were ordained to their refpeftive offices, 

way 5. as a lover of juftice, order, the people, Chriftian religion — th 
preme virtues of a good magiflrate. He was ezadl in the pra(5lice c 
ety in his perfon and family all his life. He was a principal fon 
and pillar of the colony of MaiTachufetts '; and, fcveral times, Gove 
and Deputy-Governor of that Province. He was a principal fov 
of the town of Newtown, [Cambridge] being zealous to have it i 
the metropolis." On Mr. Hooker's removal to Hartford, he rem 
from Newtown to Ipfwich, and afterward to Roxbury, where he 
in 1653, fl^tat. Lzxvii. 

IVoruier iuorki9ig Providence, Mcrton^s Memorial. Prince. Mat 

♦ Trumbullj I. ii. f Winthrop*s Journal. 
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The feme of the removal of thefe eminent men to A* 
merioL invited over vaft numbers of Puritans, who could 
not find reft under Archbifliop Laud's fevere adminiftra- 
ticm ; ** infomuch that, for feveral years, hardly a veffel 
came into thefe parts, but was crowded with paflengers for 

Ncw-England."t 

An hmorian of this early period pioufly notices *^ the 

admirable afts of Providence*' toward the people of New- 
town, in this infancy of their fettlement, " Although 
they were in fuch great ftraites for foode, that many of 
them eate their bread by waight, and had little hopes of 
the earths firuitfuUneffe, yet the Lord Chrift was pleafed to 
Tefirefh their fpirits with fuch quickning grace, and lively 
a&dions to this temple-worke, that tney did not defert 
the place. And that which was more remarkable, when 
they had fcarce houfes to flielter themfelves, and no doores 
to hinder the Indians accefle to all they had in them ; yet 
did the Lord fo awe their hearts, that although they tre- 
quented the Englifhmens places of aboade, where their 
whole fubftance, weake wives and little ones lay open to 
thdr plunder, during their abfence, being whole dayes at 
Sabbath'Aflemblies, yet had they none of their food or 
ftuffis diminiihed, neither children nor wives hurt in the 
kaft meafure, although the Indians came commonly to 
them, at thofe times, much hungry belly (as they ufe to 
&y) and were then in number and ftrength beyond the 
EnglUh by far."* 

As early as May, 1634, it appears that the number of in- 
kjbitants at Newtown had become difproportioned to the 
townlhip. ^' Thofe of Newtown,'* fays Governor Win- 
throp, *^ complained of ftraitnefs for want of land, efpecial- 
Jy meadow, and delired leave of the Coundl to look out 
€^ther for enlargement or removal, which was granted ; 
thereupon they fent men to fee Agawam [Ipfwich] and 
Merrimack, and gave out they would remove.'*! In July, 
fix inhabitants of Newtown went paffengers m a vend 
"bound to the Dutch plantation, to difcover Connefticut 
rfver, intending to remove their town thither/* § 

At the General Court, which fat at Newtown in Septem- 
ber, 

" Neal. * Wonder-working Providence. 

:: Winthrop's Jourrnl. § Ibid. 
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ber, ^^ manv things were agitated and concluded, as forti- 
fying in Caftle-Ifland, Dorchefter and CharleiRxywn ; 'witJb di^ 
vers other matters. But the mwn bufincfi, whidh fpcnt the 
xnoft time, and caufed the adjourning of the CourC,was about 
the removal of Newtown. Thw had leave the lail General 
Court to look out for fome place ror enlargement or removal, 
with promife of having it confirmed to them, if it were not 
prejudicial to any other plantation ; and now they movied 
that they might have leave to remove to Conncfticut.** 
The fubjeft was largely and warmly debated ; " the whole 
Clolony being affefted with the diipute." When the que£- 
tion was put to vote, fifteen of the Deputies voted for leave 
of departure, and ten againft it ; the Governor and two: 
Aififtants voted for it ; but the Deputy-Governor, with aU 
the other AiSfiants, voted againft it ; fo a legal ad could not 
be obtained. Hence arofe a great di&rence between the 
Governor and Aififtants, and the Deputies, concerning the 
negative voice. " So when they could proceed no further^ 
the whole Court agreed to keep a day of humiliation to 
lieek the Lord," which wa« kept, accordingly, in all the 
congregations. The Court met again foon after ; but be- 
fore it proceeded to bufinefs, Mr. Cotton (on Mr. Hooker's 
declining) preached from Hag. ii. 4. " And it pleafed the 
Lord fo to ailift him, and to blefs his own ordinance, that 
the aflairs of the Court went on cheerfully ; — and the con- 
gregation of Newtown came and accepted fuch enlargement 
as had formerly been oflFered them by Bofton and Water- 
town."* This firft enlargement was, doubtlefs, in breadth, 
to the fouthward and weftward. When the firft fettlers 
circfted " the New Town,*' between Charleftown and Wa- 
tertown, it was " in forme like a lift cut off" from the 
broad-doath of the two forcruamed towns.*'t 

The people of Newtown manifefting a perfcvering do. 
termination to remove into Connefticut, and thoie of fome 
neighbouring towns concurring, at the fame time, in the 
wim and projcft of removal to other places ; the General 
Court, in May, 1635, gave them leave to remove whither 
they pleafed, on condition that they fhould continue under 
the jurifdiAion of Maflachufetts. 

In Oftober, Mr. Thomas Shepard, whofe name holds a 

conlpicuous 

♦ Winthrop's Journal^ 70. f Wonder- worldog Providcace, #1. 
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confpkuonft place in the annals of New-Engiand, arrived 
at Bc^n^ together with the people who were to form 
Ug pailoral charge. On the firft of Febmarjr, 1636, the 
firft perman^Qit church was gathered at Newtown. Mr. 
Shepatd, and <* divers other good chrifHans," intending to 
form a churchy communicated their deiign to the magis- 
trates, who gave their approbation. Application was wo 
made to all the neighbouring churches, ^^ for their elders 
to give their affiftance at a certain day at Newtown, when 
they fhould conftitute their body.'* A great affembly ac- 
cordingly convened, and the church was organised in a 
pablic and folemn manner.* The ordination of Mr. Shep-^ 
aid probably took place ibon after this organization of the 
church } but the precife time cannot now be afcertained* 
** It was dderred," feys Dr. Mather, " until another day, 
w&erdn there was more time to go through the other to* 
kfimities prop^ to fcich an occafion.'' 

Early in the fummer of 1636, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and about a hundred men, women, and children, compofl 
in; the whole of Mr. Hooker's church and congregation, 
len Newtown; arid travelled above a hundred miles, 
tltrough a hideous and trackle& wildernefs, to ConneAicut. 
** They had no guide but their coftipafs ; made their way 
Wtt mountains, through fwamps, thickets and rivers, 
which were not pai&ble but with great difficulty. 'I'hcy 
ind no cover but the heavens, nor any lodgings but thoie 
n^ch fimple nature afforded them."} 
^^^___^ ^ ^ They 

* For the form of the onB^anization of this church, and the reIigiou!( 
eiencifes on the occafion, lee Wmthrop's Journal, 95, 96. This wa» 
the eleyeath church, gadiered in Mallachufetts. The joedtr of the 
ehuFches was as fdle^s : 

The firft cbuMh was gathered at Salefti, in the yeaf 162$ 
The fecond ... at Charleflown, - - 1631 
The^ third . • -at Dorchefter, - - 1651 . 

The fourth -' - • - at Bofion, ... 1631 
The fifth • - - - - at Roxbury, ^ . . 1631 . 
Th« fixdi .... at Linn, ... 1631 
The fe^«ntb •> - * - set Watertowir, • - \€$t 
The ri^Xftk (Mr. Hodcer^s) at Newtown, [Cambridge} 1653 
The ninth - * - • aa IpiWich, ... x^94 
The tenth' - • • . at Newbury, ... 1634 
The fUvenfh (Mr. Shepard's) at Newtown^ [Cambridge} 1636 

t Trumbull, I. jf. Winthrop's Journal, xoo. 



i6 The Hifioty of Camiru^. 

They drave with them i6ocaittle, and fufafified on the 
milk of their cows, durine the journey. Mrs. Hooker was 
carried in a litter. This nttle comp^iy kid the foundation 
of Hartford, noyr a very flouriihing city in Connecticut. 

Their removal was very opportune for Mr. Shepard and 
his company, who purchsdfed the dwelling-houfes and lands, 
which they had owned at Newtown ; and thus enjoyed the 
advantage (which fell to the lot of few of the early cdLo* 
nifis) of entering a &ttlement already cultivated, and fur-i 
niihed with comfortable accommodations. 

This year (1636) the General Court contemplated the 
eredion of a Public School at Newtown, and appropriated 
four iiundred pounds for that purpofe } which laid the 
foimdation of Harvard College.* 

Mrs. Anne Hutchinfon, a very extraordinary woman^ 
commencing a religious teacher, about this time, and hold-* 
ing leftures for the propagation of her peculiar tenets, at- 
tracted a numerous audience, and gained many adherents. 
" The whole Colony was foon divided into two parties, 
differing in fentiment, and ftill more alienated in affedion. 
They ftiled each other Antinomians and Legalifis."! Such 
was the warmth of the controverfy, that it was judged ad- 
vifable to call a Synod to give their opinion on the contro- 
verted points^ A Synod was accordingly holden atNewtown 
on the 30th of Auguft, 1637, at which " all the teaching d* 
ders through the country,'* and mdfengers of the feveral 
churcheSjWereprefent. Thema^fh:ates,too,attended as hear- 
ers, and fpake occaiionally , as they faw fit. Of this Synod Mr. 
IShepard, who opened it with prayer, *' was no finall part.**J 
After a feifioh of three weeks, the Synod condemned eiglv^ 
ty-two erroneous opinions, which had become difleminated 
in New-England. The proceedings of this Synod appear 
to have been conduced with fairnefs and abiUty. " Lib- 
erty 

* ** After God had carried us fafe to New-England, and wee had 
builded our houfes, provided neceflarles for our liveli-hood, rear'd con- 
venient places for God's worfiiip, and fettled the. civill goyemment : 
One of die next things we longed for and looked after was to advance 
learning and perpetuate it to pofterity : dreading to leave an illiterate 
xninifhy to the churches^ when our prefent minifters fhall lie in the 
duft." Nenv'Eng/and'j Firft Fruits^ fuhlijhed in l643, 

f Adams's Hiftory of New-England* 
X C. Mather. 
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erty "was given to any man to difpute pro or con^ and none 
to be charged to be of that opinion he dii^uted for, unlefle 
he ihould declare himfelfe fo to be.— The clearing of the 
true fenfe and meaning of any place of fcripture, it was 
done by fcripture/' An hiftorian, who lived at that peri- 
od, iays : " Foure forts of perfons I could with a good v^dll 
have paid their paflkge out, and home againe to England, 
that they might have been prefcnt at this Synod, fo that 
they would have reported the truth of all the paflages 
thereof to their own Colledges at their return/', Thefe 
were " the Prelates" ; " the godly and reverend Prefbyte- 
rian party" ; ^* thofe who with their new ftratagems have 
brought in fo much old error" j and ^ thofe who derided 
all forts of fcholarfliip,"§ 

The vigilance of Mr. Shepard was bleft for the preferva^ 
tion of his own church, and of the other New-England 
churches, from the Antinomian and Familiftical errors, 
which began at this time to prevail : " And," according to 
Dr. Mather, " it was with refpeft to this vi^ancy, and the 
enlightening and powerful miniftry of Mr. Shepard, that 
when the foundation of a College was to be laid, Cambridge, 
rather than any other place, was pitched upon to be tnc 
feat of that happy feminary."* 

A contemporary hiftorian dofes *' the difinall yeare of 
fixteene hundred thirty-fix," with the following ftory, il- 
lufirative, at once, of Mr. Shepard's preaching talents, and 
a£ the fpirit of his times. A perfon, who nad come to 
New-England, " hoping to finde the powerful prefence of 
Chrift in the preachmg of the word," was encountered, at 
his firft landing, by fome of Mrs. Hutchinfon's difciples, 
who* were zealous to profelyte him to their dodirine. 
Finding that *' hee could not IkiU in that new light, which 
was the common theame of every man's difcourfe," he be- 
todke himfelf to a narrow Indian path, which foon led him 
** where none but fenceleffe trees and echoing rocks make 
anfwer to his heart-eafeing mone." After a perplexed and 
pathetic foiiloquy, in this deep recefs, he formed a refolu- 
tion " to hear lome one of thefe able minifters preach, 

whom 

§ Wonder-working Providence. 

* Magnalia, III. 87. Wonder-working Providence, 164. 

D 
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whom jreport had fo valued,** before he would *^ male 
choice of one principle," or " crofs the broade feas bat 
. ^gaine. Then turning his face to the fun, he fteered h 
courfe toward the next town, and after fome fmall travc 
tee came to a large plaine. No fooner was hee entrc 
thereon, but hearing the found of a drum, he was direftc 
toward it by a broade beaten way.'* Following this roa< 
he enquired of the firft perfon he met, what the fignal i 
the drum meant. The anfwer was, ^^ they had as yet n 
bell to call men to meeting, and therefore made ufe of 
drum."* Who le6lures, laid he> at this town ? "I fi 
you are a ftranger, new come over,*' replied the othe 
** fincc you know not the man. It is one Mr. Shepard, 
*' I am new come over,** faid the ftranger, " and have bee 
told fince I came, that moft of your minifters are 1 
preachers, onely if I miftake not they told me 
man preached a finer covenant of works than the othe 
However, I fliall make what hafte I can to hear him. Fai 
you well.** Hafteninff to the place, he preffed through tl 
ihickeft crowd into the chunrch, " where having ftayc 
while the glaffe was turned up twice, the man was met( 
liiorphofecL'* He was frequently melted into tears, durin 
the fervice, and overw^helmed with gratitude to God, whd 
** bleffed fpir5t caufed the fpeech of a poore weake pale con 
pleftioned man to take fuch imprefEon in his foul.** Tl 

Ereacher " applied the word fo aptly, as if hee had bee 
is privy counfeller ; cleering Chrifts worke of grace i 
the foule from all thofe falfe doftrines, which the erronioi 
party had afrighted him withall.** Finding that there ws 
here not only a zeal "for the truth of the difcipline, bi 
alfo of the doftrine,** of the gofpel, " he now refolves (tl 
Lord willing) to live and die with the minifters of Nev 

England.**! 

The Reverend John Harvard, of Charleftown, in 163I 
added to the fum, appropriated by the Legiflature to tf 

publ 

■II I t I , , I 4 I ■— . 

* The town records confirm Mr. Prince'^s account, that t- 
church had a bell at firft ; for they fhew that the town meetin 
ijere then called by the ringing of the bell. A drum, for what reaC 
does not now appear, was afterwards fubftituted in its place ; for I fii 
an order of the townfmen, in 1646, for the payment of fifty (hilUm 
to a man " for his fervice to the towne, in beating the drum/' 
t Wonder-working Providence, C. XLIII. 
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public fchool at Newtown, about eight hundred pounds. 
Thus endowed, this fchool was exalted to a college, and 
aSumed the name of its principal Benefaftor : and Newtown^ 
in compliment to the college, and in memory of the place 
where many of our fathers received their education, was 
now denominated Cambridge. 

In 1639, the firfl: printing prefi, erefltcd in New-Eng- 

land, was fet up at Cambridge, " by one Daye at the charge 

of Mr. Glover,'* who died on his paflage to America.* 

The firft thing which was printed was the freeman's oatl^.; 

tlic next was an almanack made for New-England by Mr. 

Pierce, mariner ; the next was the Pfalms newly turned 

into metre.! 

The ecdefiaftical fathers of New-England, diflatisfied 
VKrith Sternhojd and Hopkins* verfion of the Pfalms, then 
in common ufe, refolved on a new verfion. Some of the 
principal Divines in the country, among whom were Mr. 
WTddc and Mr. Eliot, of Roxbury, and Mr. Mather of 
Dcrdhiefter, undertook the work. Aiming, as they well 
exprcffed it, to have " a plain tranflation, rather than to 
fiziooth their verfes with the fweetnefs of any paraphrafe j'* 
^^ and 

* " The Reverend and judicious Mr. Jof, Glover, being able both 
"^ perfon and eftate for the work, provided, for further compleating the 
^oloniei, in church and commonwealth, a printer,*' &c. Wonder-nxxfrking 
f^f^wtidence^ X.— Mrs. Glover (probably the relidl of this gentleman) 
^pught Gov, Haines' boufe and eftate, fituated at Market Place, in 
'^aunbridgc, in 1639. 

' Nothing of Daye's printing is to be found. The prefs was very early in 
^c poflefSon of Mr. Samuel Greene, who was an inhabitant of Cam- 
^^dgc, in 1639, and who is confidered as the frft Printer in America. 
*iis ddcendants, in every fucceflion to this day, have raamtained the 
honour of the typographic art. The prefent printers, of that namCf 
^^ New-London, and New-Haven, in Connedticut, are of his pofterity. 
j'Tic firft prefs was in ufe at Cambridge, about half a century. The 
*^R thing I can find, which iflued from it, is the fecond edition of 
Eliot's Indian Bible, in 1685. Some reliques of this prefs, I am in^ 
formed, are ftill in ufe, in the printing office at Windfor, in Vermont. 
Mr. Samuel Hall, printer to the Hiftorical Society, printed the New- 
England Chronicle at Cambridge, from the commencement of the rev- 
rtntionary war, in 1775, to the removal of the American army from 
Cambridge. A new printing prefs was fet up in this town, the pre- 
fent year, by Mr. William nilliard, a fon of my worthy predeceffot 
W the miniftry. 

t Winthrop's JournaL 
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and regarding ^^ confdence rather than elegance, fideHty I *9 

X^Xhtt than poetjry/* their verfion, it feems, was too cnidie \* 

to £itisfy the tafie of an age, neither highly refined, nor rtt 1 ^ 

markably critical. Hence, Mr. Shepard, of Cambridge, ^ 
addrefled them with this monitory verfe : 

<' Ye Roxbury poets^ keep clear of the crime 

Of miffing to give us very good rhyme : 

Aad you of Dorchefter your verfes lengtheUy 

But vdth the texts own words you will them ftrengthen.** 

This Verfion was printed at Cambridge in 1 640 : but n 
qiuring, as it was judged, " a little more art," it was con — n- 
Butted to Prefident Dunfter, a great mafter of the orient^sl 
languages, who, with fome alJpftance, revifed and re fine d 

it, and brought it into that fl:ate in which the churches c jf 

New-England ufed it for many fubfequent years,* 

In 1639, the town ordered, that fome perfon, chofen fc — >r 
the purpofe, fliould regifter every birth, marriage, and b 
rial, and, " according to the order of the Court, in 
cafe provided, give it in once evrie yeare to be ddiver^^sd 
by the deputies to the Recorder," 

In 1 64 1, (Dec? 13) the town chofe two men, whom thi 
direfted to " take care for the making of the towne fprin 
againfl: Mr. Dunfter's houfe, a fufficient well, with timb 
and ftonc fit for the ufe of man, and wattering of cattel/" ** 

In 1642, according to an order of the lafl: General 
** for the townfmen to fee to the educating children, 
town was divided into fix parts, and a perfon appoint 
for each divifion, *^ to take care of all the families*' it co 
Gained. 

The firfl: Commencement was holden at Cambridge 

X642, at which time nine Students took the degree 

Bachelor of Arts.§ " They were young men of go 

hop^ ^ 
— — • — • ^"^II^I 

♦ The Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bofton, obferved, that, when he was lar^^^^^ 
in England, in 1717, he found this Verfion "was by fome eminei 
congregations there preferred to all odiers in their public worfhip." 
find the eighteenth edition pf this Verfion printed with the Bible 
Edinburgh^ in 1741 ; and the twenty-third (I fuppofe Ijew-Englan< 
edition printed at Bofton, in 1730. The Rev. Mr. Prince revifed an 
improved this New-England Verfion, in 1758. 

\ May not this be the town well, ftill in ufe, a little fouthwefterl y^ 
of the firft church ? 

§ There arc now one hundred and ninety-one Students in this ancient 
and very reipedlable feminary ; and, for feveral preceding years, there 
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bope, and performed their a£b £0 as gave good proof of 
their proficiency in the tongues and arts."* Moft of the 
members of the General Court were now prefent, *' and 
dined at the college with the fcholars ordinary commons, 
v^hich was done of pnrpbfe for the fiudents encourage- 
ment-^and it gave good content to alL^'t 

In 1643, ^^^ General Court, — which had previoufly com^ 
mitted the government of the College to all the magiffarates, 
and the minifters of the three neareft churches, with the 
prefident, — ^pafled an aft for the well ordering and manag- 
ing of Harvard College, by which all the magiftrates, and the 
teaching elders of the fix neareft towns, [Cambridge, Wa- 
tertown, Charleftown, Bofton, Roxbury, and Dorchefter] 
and the prefident for the time being, were appointed to be 
forever governors of this Seminary. They met at Cam- 
hridge, for the firft time, by virtue of this Aft, on the 27th 
of December, 1643, " confidered of the officers of the col 
lege, and chofe a treafurer.*'| 

How early the Grammar School was eftablifhed at Cam- 
bridge does not appear : but it feems to have been nearly 
coe^ with the town, and to have been an objeft of great 
care and attention. As early as 1643, ^ writer obferves : 
** By the fide of the Colledge is a faire Grammar Schoole, 
for the training up of young fchollars, and fitting of them 
for Academical learning, that ftill as they are judged ripe, 
they 

kave been upwards of two hundred. Since the year 16429 there have 
Maduated ^t this College ...... 3674 

Of whoni have died - - 21 13 

Nonliving ---..---- ij6i 
The whole number of minifters who have graduated here, is 1158 
Of which number have died 787 

Now livm? ......... ^yi 

The obfcrvations of Mr, Cakes are worthy of perpetual regard : 
*' Think not that the Commonwealth of Learning may languifli, and* yet 
our Civil and Ecclcfiaftical State be maintained in good plight and con- 
dition. The wifdom and forefight, and care for future times, of our 
firft Leaders was in nothing more confpicnous and admirable, than in 
the planting of that Nurfery : and New-England is enjoying the fweet 
fruit of it. It becomes all our faithful and worthy Patriots that tread 
in their fteps, to water what they have planted." 

Addrefs to the General Courts in his Ek£iion Sermon ^ 1673, 

* Winthrop's Journal. ' f Ibid. % Ibid. 
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they may be received into the CoUedge of this fchoole : 
Mafter Corlet is the Mr. who hath very well approved him- 
fclf for his abilities, dexterity and painfulneflfe in teaching 
and education of the youths under him/^f 
. This fchool, fome years after, received a liberal donatioo 
from Edward Hopkins, J Efquire, Governor of Connedicut^ 
who died in England, in 1657. This charitable and pious 
man gave, by his laft will, the principal part of his eftate ta_. 
his father-in-law, Theophilus Eaton, EiSjuire, and otherSt_ 
** in full affurance of their truft and faithmlneis in difpofing 
of it, according to" his ^' true intent and purpofe." This 
purpofe is declared to be, *^ to give fome encouragement in 
thole Foreign Plantations, for the breeding up of hopeful 
Youth in a way of learning both at the Grammar SchooL^Bl 
and College, for the public fervice of the Country in 
ture times/' Five hundred pounds of his efhite in Eng 
land, appropriated to the college and grammar fchool 
Cambridge, were laid out in real eflate in the town 
Hopkinton, and now conftitute a refpedtable fund, Thn 
fourths of the income of this eftate are applied, accordin] 
to the inftruftion of the will of the donor, to the maihti 
nance of five refident Bachelors of arts, at Harvard College,.-^ 
and the other fourth *^ to the Matter of Cambridge Gram^- 
mar School, in confideration of his inftruding in Grammair 

Learning^ 

f New-England's Firft Fruits. See ColL of Hift. Soc. L 243. Mr. 
Corlet appears to have been a man of learning, of piety, and reijpe^bil- 
ky ; and it is to the honour of Cambridge, that, in the infancy of th^ 
town, great exertions were made for his fteady and permanent fupport^ 
He was mafter of the Grammar School, in this town, between 40 andi- 
50 years. He had the tuition of the Indian fcholars, who were defigneA 
for the College, and, " for his extraordinary paines in teaching" them^ 
received compenfation from the Society for propagating the GofpeL Ii» 
the accounts, tranfmitted from New-England to that Society, he is re- 
peatedly, and very honourably, mentioned. [See Hazard's Hift. CoD^p- 
il.] Dr. C. Mather (who has inferted in bis Magnalia a biographical 
fketch of the Rev. Mr. Hooker, drawn by Mr. Corlet) ftyles him "that 
memiQJrable old School-mafter in Cambridge ; from whofe education,'* 
he adds, " our College and Country has received fo many of its worthy 
men, that he is himfelf worthy to have his name celebrated in pur 
Church Hiftory." 

X Sec his charadler in TrumbulPs Hift. Conned. I. 241. 
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Learning five boys,§ nominated by the Prefident and Fd- 
lows of Harvard College, and the Minifter of Cambridge 
for the time being, who arc, by the Will, conftituted 
** Vifitors of the laid School." They make an annual vifii^ 
tation, the week before the commencement, " to fee that 
fo many children are taught,** and that they " give proof 
of their proficiency in learning/* Two fliillings on the 
pound, or a tenth part as much as each Bachelor receives^ 
is applied to " buy books and reward the induftry of fuch 
\indar-graduates, as diftinguifh themfelves by their applica- 
tion to their ftudies.** 

In 1644, Mr. Daniel Gookin removed from ^^rginia^ 
with his family, and fettled at Cambridge ; " being drawn 
hither by having his aflfecMon ftrongly fet on the truths of 
Chrift and his pure ordinances.*'! His arrival was very op- 
portune for the Reverend Mr. Eliot, the Indian apoftle, 
who was now preparing himfelf for his great work of 
evangelizing the Indians. Mr. Gookin, animated with an 
apoliolical zeal for the promotion of this pious defign, vig- 
oroufly co-operated with Mr. Eliot, in its execution. He 
iiimfelf informs us,* that Mr. Eliot " was his neighbour, 
and intimate friend, at the time when he firft attempted 
this enterprize,** and communicated to him his defign. In 
Mr. Eliot's evangelizing vifits to the Indians, Mr. Gookin 
ib often accompanied nim, that he is faid to have been 
^nis conftant, pious and perfevering companion.**! In 

1646, 

§ The LegiHature of MafTachufetts has made fuch an addition to this 
rery ufeful fund, that fix bachelors may now refide at the College, and 
(even boys be inftru<fled at the Grammar School. 

f Wonder-working Providence. Magnal. III. 120. 

* Hift. CoUedl. of the Indians in New-Engiand. 

% Homer's Hift. of Newtown, in Coll. of Hift. Soc. vol. V. 253 f 

Soon after Mr. Gookin's arrival, he was appointed captain of the mil- 
itary company in Cambridge ; and a member of the hqufe of deputies. 
In 16529 he was elcdted affiftant ; and, four years after, was appointed. 
by the General Court fuperintendant of all the Indians, who had fubmit- 
ted to the government of Maffachufetts ; in which office he appears to 
have continued, with little interruption, till his death. In 1662, he was 
appointed, in conjunflion with the Rev. Mr. Mitchel, one of the licenfcrs 
of the printing-prefs in Cambridge. In 168 1, he was appointed major* 
^neral of the Colony. He is charadterized by the writers, who men- 
titn his name, as a man of good underilanding, rigid in his religious 

and 
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16469 Mr. Eliot, having acquired a knowledge of the In- 
dian language, began to preach to the Indians at Nonan« 
turn, then lying within the limits of Cambridge. From 
this time, for many years afterward, great pains were 
taken, and krge fums eiq}ended, to educate Indian youth 
for the miniftry. Seversd were maintained, a number o£ 



years, at the grammar fchool, with a view to the comjie 
tion of their education at the college in Cambridge. Such 
at this early period, was the zeal of our pious anceftors fo; 
the chrifUanization of the Indians,and fo ianguine were thei 
hopes of rendering the Indian youth auxiUary to the defign^c: 
that, in 1 66 ^^ a brick edifice, 30 feet long, and 20 feet breads- 






and political principlesy but zealous and a<5live9 of inflexible integrity 
and exemplary piety, difinterefted and bene volenti a firm patriot* and 
aboTe all, uniformly friendly to the Indians, who lamented his 
^th anfeigned forrow. He died in 1687 — a poor man. But, fuch wa 
the eftimation of his character and fervices, that a decent monumen^crzat 
was ereded over his grave. It ftands on the fouth-ead fide of the bl 
i^g*gTOund in Cambridge, and has this infcription : 

Here lyeth intered 
the body of Major Gen'. 
Daniel Gookins aged 75 yeares 
who departed this life j' 19 of March 

1686—7 
Mr. Eliot's apoftolical labours among the Indians are jufUy eel 
in Europe and America. His Indian bible will remain a peipeti 
monxunent of his patient diligence, and pious zeal. " The whole 
lation," Dr. C. Matlier fays, " he writ with but one pen." The firfl e< 
tion of it was publifhed as early, at leaft, as the year 1 668, and a fec«i 
in 1685, Both editions were printed at Cambridge. The tide 
l>ible is : 

MamufTe 

Wunneetupanatamwe 

UP-BIBLUM GOD 

Naneefwe 

NUKKONE TESTAMENT 

Kah Wonk 

WUSKU TESTAMENT. 

The Lord's Prayer is as follows : 
Noofhun kefukqut, quttianatamunach koowefuonk. PeyaumoouC:::- 
knkketaflbotamoonk nen nach ohkeit neane kefukqut. Nummc ^ 
fnongafh afekSfukokifh afTamainneau yenyeu kefukok. Kah ahquo 
tamaiinnean nummatchefeongaih neane matchenehnkqueagig nut 
quontam6unnonog. Ahquc fagkompagunaiinnean en qutchhuaonga-*^ 
"webe pohquohwuffinnean wutch matchitut. Newutche kutahtaunn M^^" 
taffdotamoonk, kah raenubkefuonk, kah fohfumoonk michcme. Am^^' 
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was ereded at Cambridge, for an, Indian College. Several 
Indians entered college, of whom, however, one§ only cvw 
attained the academical honours. ^^ The defign,'' lays Mr* 
Gookin, ^' was prudent, noble, and good ; but it proved 
incflfedUal/'— *' The awful providences of God, in rruftnu> 
ting the hopeful expedations concerning the learned In* 
dian youth, who were defigned to be roi^ teachers unto 
their countrymen," are noticed, with great fenfibility, by 
this hiflorian,! who, amidft all difcouragements, retained 
his zeal for the promotion of this pious defign, till the very 
dbfe of his life. 

A Bill having been preferred to the General Court in 
1646, for the calling of a Synod, for the purpofe of com* 
pofing and publifhing a platform of church-difdpline, a 
** motion*' was made by the Court to the churches, to af^ 
&mUe fuch a fynod. It was, accordingly, convened at 
Cambridge that year, and protra&ed its feflion, by ad*> 
j<Mimments, till 1648. This fynod comppfed and adopted 
thie Platform af Church-Difc^iine^ called " The Cambridge 
Platform," which, together with the Wefbninfler Confef- 
fion of Faith, it recommended to the General Court, and 
to the churches. The churches of New-England, in gen* 
eral, acceded to this platform for more than thirty years : 
and it was recognized smd confirmed by a fynod at Boflon, 
in 1679.* 

Tte thriving ftate of the herds,! belonging to this town> 
together 

' $ Caleb Cheefcaumuck, (anciently written Cheeiliahteaumuck j in 1665* 
X Gookin's Hiftorical CoUe<aions, chap. V. 

• * Adams's Hift. of N. England. Ncal's Hift. of N. England, II. 33; 
\ f By an eftimate of the number of perfons, and of the eftate, m Caxn*> 
bridge, taken by the Townfmen, [Sek<amen] by order of the General 
Court, in 1647, it appears, that there were then in town, 

Perfons (rateable) - - - - - i85 

Honfes -------- 90 

Cows, (valued at ;f. 9 pr. head) > - - 208 

. Oxen, (at j^.6 pr. head) - - - - - '3^ 

Young cattle 229 

Total head of cattle - - 568 . 

Horfcs, (at;^.7 pr. head) 20 

Sheep, (at j^.i 10 pr. head) • - - - 37 

Swiiie, fat2*«i pr. head) - - - - * 02 
Goats, (at 8/. pr. head) - - - - -.5^ 

E 
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together with the confidence repofed m Waban\^ (an inflU'* 
ential Indian, recently converted to chriftianity by the 
apoftolic Eliot) appear in the following compact, dated 
April 12, 1647 • " Bargained with Waban,the Indian, for 
to keepe ibont Jix fcore heade of dry cattle on the fouth fide 
of Charles River, and he is to have the full fome of eight 
pound, to be paid as foUoweth, viz. 30 •• to James Cutler, 
gnd the reft in Indian corne at 3 ih. bulhel, after michd* 
tide next. — ^He is to bargain to take care of them the 2 1 
day of this prefent* month, and to keepe them untill 3 
weeks after michelmas ; and if any be loft or ill, he is to 
fend word unto the towne, and if any fliall be loft through 
his carelefihefs he is to pay according to the value of tne 
beaft for his defed. his S^^:-=::^ mark* 

Waban." 

In 1648, **it was agreed, at a generall meeting, when 
the whole towne had fpedall warneing to meete for the 
difpofeing of Shawfliine, that there ihould be a farme layde 
cut, of a thouiand acres^, to be for a publick ftocke, and 
improved for the good of the Church, and that part of" 
the Church that here fliall continue ; and every perfon or 
perfon^, that fliall from time to time remove from the 
Church, doe hereby refigne up theire intcreft therein to 
the remaineing part of the Church of Cambridge.*' * 

The fame year, it was ordered, " That there fliall be an 
eight peny ordnary provided for the Townfinen [Seleft- 
men] every JTecond munday of the month upon there 
meeteing day ; and that whofoever of the Townfmen 
faile to be prefent within half an houre of the* ringing of 
the bcH (which fliall be half an houre after eleven of the 
clodkie) he fliall both lofe his dinner, and pay a pint o£ 
&cke, or the value, to the prefent Townfmen.*' 

Among the town-ofBeers for the following year, three 
commiffioners were chofen, " to end fmall caufes under 
forty fliillings.'* 

Mr. Shepard died in 1 649, and was fucceeded in the 
^ miniflry 

X Waban lived at Nonantum, a part of Cambridge Village, now 
Newton. When Mr. Eliot made his firft evangelizing vifit, 0(51. 28, 
1646, '* Waban met him at a imall diftance from the fettlement, and 
welcomed him to a large wigwam on the hill Nonantum ;" and became 
one of the firft fruits of bis miffion. Hoimr^s Hifi* of Nekton. 

* Town Records. 
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miniftry by the Reverend Jonathan Mitchet. In the m« 
terval between Mr. Shepard^s death, and Mr. Mitchel's or* 
dination, the pulpit was fupplied by Preiident Dunfter, 
and Mr. Richard Lyon, who Uved at the Ptefident's in the 
capacity of a private tutor to an Englifli fhident. 

A vote of the town to repair the old church " with a 
4 fquare roofe, and covered with ihingle,*' pafied Feb. iS, 
1650, was refcinded, in March ; and the committee, now 
ordered to ^^ defift from repairing'* the old houfe, was in^ 
ftru^ted to " agree with workmen for the building of a 
new houfe, about forty foot fquare, and covered as wa$ 
formerly agreed for the other. It was alfo then voted, 
and generally agreed, that the new meeting«houfe fhall' 
fiand on the Watch houfe hill.'' This is believed to be the 
Mil on which the prefent congregational church ftands* 
The fecond church was, doubtldfs, erefted about thiisr 
time } for, in February, 165 1, the town voted, " That the 
Townfmen ihall make iale of the land whereon the old 
meeting-houfe flood.*' 

In 1650, the General Court gave the College its firft 
charter, appointing a Corporation, coniifting of the Ptefi- 
dent, five Fellows, and the Treafurer. This board, and 
that previoufly mentioned, now denominated the board 
of Overfcers, conftitute the legiflature of Harvard Uni- 
verfity.* 

Cambridge appears, at this time, to have beftowed fome 
attention on navigation ; for an early hiftorian mentions 
** a fbip, built and fet forth by the inhabitants of Cam* 

bridge," 



•v^^^m^m • m i»iin»«i^i»i— ^— — — » 



* Presidents of Harvard University. 

Aecefs. EmU 

1640 Rev. Henry Dunfter, refipined - . . - 1654 

7654 Rev. Charles Chaunqr» died • - - • 167a 

1672 Rev. Leonard Hoar, M. D. refigned • • • 1675 

1675 Rev. Urian Oakes, A. M. died - - - - 1681 

1682 John Rogers, A.M. died . . « « 1684 

1685 Rev. Increafe Mather, S.T.D. rcfigned • - 1701 

1 70 1 Rev. Samuel Willard, A,M. Vice-rrefident, died 1707 

1708 Hon. Jolm Leverett, A.M. S. R. S. died * • 1724 

1725 Rev. Benjamin Wadfwortb, A.M. £ed • - 1737 

1737 Rev. Edward Holjoke, A.M. died . . * 1 769 

1770 Rev. Samuel Locke, S.T.D. refigned • • 1773 

1774 Re^^ Samuel Langdon, S.TpD. refigned • * I78# 

178 1 Rev. Jofeph WiUard, S.T.D. L.L.D. 
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brklgd/' in 1649, ^ being ^^ fpfit and cafl a.way.'^ The 
fame hiftorian, who compofed his hiftoiy in 1652, fays of 
Cambridge : ^^ This town is compaft dofely within itfelfe^ 
tiB of late yeares fome few ftragling houfiea have been built. 
The liberties of this town have been inlarged of late ^l 
length, reaching from the moft northerly part of Charles 
river, to the naoft ibutherly part of Merritneck riv^r.* . It 
hiKbi inreU ordered ftreets irA comly com{dcated with the 
£are building of Harvard CoUedge.—- -— Tne peo|de of thu 
Church and Towne have hitherto had the chiefeft fhare in 
j^rituall Ueffings, the miniftry of the word by more than 
ordinary inftruments :■— Yet are they at this day in a 
thriving condition in outward things, alfo both corne and 
csrtte^ neate, and iheepe, of which they have a eood 
flddce^ which the Lord hath canied to thrive muw ia 
thdfe latter dayes than formerly/* t 

The firft licenie for an iim, in Cambridge, appears to 
kive been given in 1653, when ^ the towmmen grautiecl 
liberty to Andrew Belcher, to fell beare and bread, for en- 
tertainment of ftrangers, and the good of the towne/*| 

The inhabitants of Cambridge Village had beciome ib 
Humetous, by the year 1 6^6^ as to form a diftinft congre* 
gation for public worihip ; and an annual abatement was 
made of ^^ the one halfe of their proportion to the minify 
tryes allowance, dureing the time they were provided of 
aa abte minified according to law^'^$ . 
. The iamt year, the inhabitants of Cambridge confented. 
to p^y each his proportion of a rate to the fum of ;C«^oo, 
* towards the building a bridge over Charles River/' || A 
bridge was ereftcd, about the year 1660, and, for many 

years, 

I IM • I I .1 I II I I I I n . ■ ■ . 1 I I I I I I I !■■■■ 

* Csiinbridge appears^ ia the firft inftaace, to hav^ contained merely 
a foficient tradl of land for a fortified town* Hence the early tendqiAcy 
of in inhabitants to emigration. By ^bis iccond enlargement^ it ap- 
pears to have included the tearritory cooftitutiiig the principal part of 
the fttkxil townfhip of Billerica^ and the v^hole townfhip of Lexington $ 
the former of which was incorporated May 29, i^SS^ and the mter, 
March zo^ 1 71 2. Cambridge Village, was iiicorporatec^ by the name of 
Ne^6% December ftf 1691. ^ 

t Wonder-woi4dng fk-ofidence^ eTxXVI^, 
i. Tftwn Records. 

$ T«wn Records. I'fae £rft chcirdi ia Cambridge Village [now 
NeWKAi] was gathtved J^ly ^ao, 1664. 
n Town Records. 
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years, was called ^^ The Great Bridge." Not lone after 
Its eredion, it was ordered that it ihould be ^^ layd in oyle 
and lead.*'* 

About this time, there was built in the town, ^' a houie 
of correction )'' which, in conjundion with other fa6b, in« 
dicates the early care of our ancefiors to repre& idlenels 
and vice, and to encourage indufiry and economy. In 
1656, certain perfons were appointed by the feleAmen, 
to execute the order of the General Court, for the im^ 
prov^ment of all the families within the limitts of this 
towne,ia fpinning and doathing.^'f The year following, 
James Hubbard had ^'liberty granted him to fell ibme 
fmall timber on the common, for the making him a 
loome.*'! 

Orchards muft have been fuccefsfuUy cultivated, as early 
as the year 1662 ; for Mr. Mitchd was then ^^ granted a 
tree for a cider preffe ;*' and James Hubbard " timber for 
fenc)l!\g his orchard^'']) 

In . September, 1665, five Mohawk Indians, ^^ all fiout 
and lufly young men,'' came, in the afternoon, into the 
houie of Mr. John Taylor, in Cambridge, lliey were 
feeii to come out of a fwamp not far from the houie. 
£adi of them had a firelock gun, a piftol, a helved hatchet, 
a long knife hangipg about hk neck, and a pack, weU fur- 
niihed with powder, and bullets, and other necefiary im- 
plements. The family giving immediate notice to the au- 
thority of the town, a conftable, with a party of men, came 
to the houfe, and feized them without any refilbnce, and, 
by authority, committed them to prifon. The Engliih 
had heard much of the Mohawks, but had never feen any 
of iJiem before. " At their being imprifoned, and their 
being loaden with irons, they did not appear daunted or 
dejected ; but, as the manner of thofe Indians is, they fang 
night and day, when they were awake." Within a day or 
two after, they were removed from Cambridge to Beaton 
prifon, and were repeatedly examined by the Court, then 
m feffion. They alleged that they came not with any in- 
tention to do the leaft harm to the Englifh, but to avenge 
themfelves of the Indians, their enemies. The Court, at 

* A phrafe, fuppofed to mean ** paloted.'^ 

t Town Records. J Ibid. |i Ibid, 
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length, difiniffed them, with a letter to their chief fachem, 
the ipurport of which was, to forbid the Mohawks, for the 
future, to kill any of the Indians under the protection of 
the Englifli, and to come armed into any of the Englifli 
towns. With this letter, and a convoy of horfe to conduft 
them into the woods, dear of the Indians, their enemies, 
they were difmified, and were heard of no more.* 

• To the moral and religious education of the children 
and youth in Cambridge, there appears to have been a 
regular and fyfiematic attention. In 1668, fome of the 
moft refpe£table ii^habitants were chofen *^ for katechifeing 
the youth of this towrie.*'! 

• Mr. Mitchd died in 1668. " At a public meeting of the 
Church and Town," in 1669, *' to confider of fupply for 
tiie miniftry, it was agreed. That there ihould be a hpufe 
Bought or built, to entertain a minifter."]; For this pur* 
pofe, the parilh, the fame year, fold " the church*s fkrm,** 
of fix hundred acres, in Shawfliin, (Billerica) for £*2^o 
fterling. Four acres of land were, foon after, purchaied ; 
on which, in 1670, a houfe was drefted thirty-fix feet long^ 
and thirty feet wide, " this houfe to remaine the church^s^i 
jmd to be the dwelling place of fuch a ndnifter and officer, 
as the Lord fliall be pleafed to fupply us withall, during the 
thne he fliall fupply that place amongft us.**|| 

^ The Church and Society now invited Mr. William 
Stou^ton* to become their minifter ; " but they were 
denied/* 

♦ Gookin's Hift. Colle6t. f Church Records. JTbiZ 

' It Church Records* All the minifters^ fince Mr. Mitchel, have refi> 
de4 at the Parfonage. The front part of the prefent houfe, at the 
P^nrfonage, was huilt in 1720. 

* The Honourable William Stoughton, ffquire, was a preacher of 
|he gofpel for Several years. His Sermon, at the annual Election, has 
Wen ranked among the very beft, delivered on that occation. His 
Epitaph (which Mr. Clap, the late venerable town-clerk of Dorchefter» 
told me, in his cautious manner, he believed may have been written by 
^ Rev. Mr. Mather, of Dorchefter) afcribes .to him thefe traits : 

Religion? Sanftus, 

Virtute clarus, 
Doftrina Celebris, 

Ingenio Acuttiis, 

impietatis ^ Vitii Hoftis acerrimns. 
Hunc Dodores laudant Theolognmy 
Hunc Pii venerantur A^fterum. "With 
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denied.***— " After fomc time of feeking God by pntycr, 
the Lord was pleafed to guide the church to make their 
^p^cation to Mr. Urian Oakes in Old England/' Mr^ 
William Manning was fent as a mefienger with a letter 
from the church, and with another letter ** fent by fevcral 
Magiftrates ai^ Minifters, to invite him to come over and 
be an officer amongil them/'f Mr. Oakes accepted the 
invitation, came to America, and was induced into office^ 
in 167 1. lo 1675* he was invited to the prefidency of 
Harvard College, and was induced into that office the 
lame year. The charge of his flock, however, he did not 
entirdy relinquifh till his death« 

In 1675, the feledmen appointed certain perfons ^^ to 
have infpedion into familyes, that theare be noe by 
drinking or any mifdemenor wheareby fme is committed, 
aiad perfons from theare houfes unfeafonably.'^l 

At a town meeting, in 1676, called ^^ to conflder about 
fortifieing of the towne againfi; the Indians,'' it was judg- 
ed neceflary, ^^ that fomething bee done for the fencing va 
the tQwne with a ftockade, or fume thiag equivalent." 
Materials were, accordingly, prepared : but king Philip's 
war being foon after terminated, the town ordered that 
the i^eAmen Ihould '^ improve the timber, that was 
brought for the fortification, for the repairing of the Great 
Bridge."* This bridge was rebuilt in 1690, at the ex- 
pence of Cambridge and Newton, with fome aid from the 
public treafory* 

The extent of the town, and the provident and pious at- 
tention of its inhabitants to the fupport of the miniftry, 
appear by a vote of January 8, 1682 : " That 500 acres 
of the remote lands, lying between Woburn, Concord, 
and our head line, ihall be laid out for the ufe and benefit 
of the miniftry of this town and place, and to remain for 
that u(e forever." § 

Mr. 

With thef^ excellent qualtfications, koweveiy he was never fettled in the 
misuftry. But^ in civil lifci he was eminently ufefiil to the Conunon* 
iVTcalth* He was repeatedly chofen its Lieut. Governor ; and^ for fome 
years, was Commander in chief. He was a generous benefactor to 
Harvard College. Stonght(m Hall was eredled at his expenfe* See 
his Epitaph entire in Hm» ColleAions, II. la 

•\ Church Records. % Town Records* 

"* Town Recordi. § lUd. 
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Mr. Oakes died in i68i. Mr. Nathaniel Gookin, who 
had been employed by the fodety as his affiftant, during 
the latter part of his miniftry, was now diofen his fucc^ 
ibr. He was ordained in 1682. He died in 1692. 

Not long after his death, the church and fociety unani- 
moufly invited the celebrated Dr. Increafe Mather to fuc- 
ceed him, in the miniftry : but the relu6lance of his peo- 
ple, (among whom he had then miniftered 36 years) with 
other obftades, prevented his acceptance of the invitation. 

The Reverend William Brattle was, at length, chofen to 
this office ; and was ordained in 1 696. During his minif- 
try, a formal and public relation of rdigious experiences, 
is a qualification for church fellowfhip, was, by a vote of. 
the church, declared unneceffary ; the bufinefs of examin- 
ation was referred to the paftor and elders •; and the con- 
fent of the church to the admiffion of a member was figni- 
ficd by filence, inftead of a manual vote. 

In 1 700, the proprietors of the common and undivided 
Iftnds in Cambridge gave the high way on the fouth fide 
of Charles river, from the river to the road now leading 
to Roxbury, " for the ufe of the miniftry in this town 
and place.'^t This highway lay to the eaftward of the 
prefent one, on the fouth fide of the river. Before the 
ereftion of the firft bridge over Charles river, there was 
a ferry, from the wharf at Water flxeet, in Cambridge, to 
this highway. 

In 1706, the third church was erefted in Cambridge, a 
little in front of the fpot where the prefent church fiands ; 
and the firft divine fervice was performed in it on the 13th 
of Odober. 

On the petition of the farmers, " that they might be dif- 
nufled fit)m the town, and be a townfhip by themfelves f^ 
leave was given them, on certain conditions : and Cam- 
bridge Farms were incorporated, by the name of Lexington^ 
in 1712.* 

Mr. Brattle died in 1717 ; and was fucceeded by the 
Reverend Nathaniel Appleton, who was ordained the 
feme vear. 

A rarm of 500 acres, lying at a remote part of Lexlng^ 

ton, toward Bedford, " given in former time by the pro. 

prictors 

t Towa Records. * Ibid. 
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^rietcfrs 6f the taWh f or the Ycfe of tbe mh!uflry in tUk 
Umn send piace/' iT^asfdd in 1719 ; and the avafls (exoepA- 
ifig^.150 for the eredion of a new parfonage houfe) wic6 
fl|^opmted to the eftabliihttient of an accumulating fupd^ 
tor the purpofe originafiy cBefigned hj the donation, k 
XQf» Mr. i^Vi^eton's propo£tl, (which Ins been carried iirto 
^ed) that the minifter &ouId receive two thirds of the 
interefi, and that the other third ihould be added to the 
priAcipal^ that it might be " a growing eftate/' This 
hmdf by its own accmmulation) and by the addition of the 
ptKMhi€t of mimfierial lands^ £bld in 1795, has become 
grtfaitly auxiMary ta the fupport of the tninifiry. 

hi 173^9 the inhabitants of the north-wefterly part of 
Cambfidge were, by an aA of the Legiikture, formed into a 
cKffin^ avid fe|)arate Precind. On the Lord's-day, Septem- 
£M 9v ^739^ ^ church was ga)tbered m this precin&, by the 
Re^. Mr* Hancock^ of Lexington i and, on the 12th of 
t&e fame n^^onth, the Reverend Samuel Cooice was ordiniti- 
ed its paftor. On this bccaiion, the firft church in CaDonk- 
bAd^ voted, that £i2s be given out of the church ftock 
to &$ fecond church in Cambridge, ^^ ta fiirmfli tfaeir 
isoiMnunk)h table m a deceM matiner/'* ' • 

Jit «/34, the town deceived £.3^0 from the GeHcmi 
Co^A^ tow^d defra^in^ the expenoe of rep^ri^Ag tbr 
CPea^ Bridge over Cha&s river ; and^ together with a 
vote of thanks^ to the Ciotort, voted thanks to Jacob WeA 
deSy Efquirie, and Mr. Gradock, for tfreif kindiiefs in pflT- 
caif ing^ and coUedtiag a* very bountiiful fubfixiption for tbe 
fiutoe pufrpo&.f 

for 1736, a cbfhmittcc, chofen by the church to confbft 
with the paftor refpefting meafures to promote a refolrtWii- 
tion, propofed and recommended to the church, as what 
they '* apprehended might be feFviceable for reviving re- 
ligion, and fupprefli&g, growing diforde^Sy ' that there be a 
number of wife, piil^di^t, tod blattttelefs Chriftians chofen 
among themfelveSy whofc fpecial care it Ihould be, to in- 
^ fpeft 

* Church Records. The Rev. Mr. Cooke, " in whom," as his epi- 
taph juftly ftate^, *' were' united the fecial friend, die man of fcience, the 
eminent and faithful clergjanany*' died* Juae' 4> 1783, in the 75th year 
of his age, and 44th' of hismtniAiy. He was^ fucceeded by the Rev. 
Thaddeus Fifke, who was ordained i^>ril 23, 1788. 

t Town Records. > 
F 
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^SpcQi and ob&rve the manners of profefling ChrifHans^ aiid 
•nich as were under the care and watch of the church. 
.The propofal was adopted, and a committee was appointed^ 
for the purpofe expreiled in the recommendation. This 
committee, which was a kind of privy council to the min- 
ifter, though without authority, appears to have been very 
ferviceable to the interefts of relirion ; and it was renewed 
annually, for the fpace of about fifty years. 

In I ys.6j the prefent Court Houfe in Cambridge was built. 

The prefent church, in the Firft Parifli in Cambridge, 
which is the fourth, built in this parifh, was raifed Novem- 
ber 17, 1756 ; and divine fervice was firft performed in it 
July 24) 1757. The bell, now. in ufe, was given to the {o* 
dcty, by Captain Andrew Belcher, in the year 1700 ; at 
which time the town gave " the little meeting-houfe bell 
to the farmers,'* or Lexington. The bible, for the pulpit^ 
was the gift of the Honourable Jacob Wendell, Efquire, of 
Bofton, in 1 740. The prefent clock was procured by fub- 
icription in 1794. 

In 1 76 1, five or fix gentlemen, each of whofe income 
was judged to be adequate to the maintenance of a domef* 
tic chaplain, were defirous to have an epifcopal church 
built, and a miffionary fixed, at Cambridge* This year, 
accordingly, a church was erected : and the Reverend Eaft 
Apthorp took chatrge of it, as miflionary from the Society 
for the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts.* 

*■ I ■ ... ■ ■ ,!■■.> 

* This church, called Chrift Churchy was opened Oftober 15, 
MDCGLXI ; and is confidered, by connoifleurs in architeftute, as ome 
of the beft conilru(5led churches in New-England. Its model is faid tO 
Jiave been taken from Italy. On its comer-Hone is the following 
Inscription : 

DEO. JETERNO. 

PATRI. FILIO. SPIRITVI. S. 

HANC. AEDEM, 

SUB AVSPICIIS. ILLUSTRISS. SOCIETATIS. 

PROMOVENDO. EVANGELIO. 

IN. PARTIBUS. TRANSMARINIS. 

INSTrrUTAE. 

CONSECRABANT. CANTABRIGIENSES. 

ECCLESIAE. ANGLICANAE. FILU. 

IN. 

CHRISTIANAE. FIDEL ET. CHARITATIS- 

INCREMENTVM. 

A.D.MDCCLX. 

PROVINCIAM. PROCURANTE. 

V. CL. 

FRANCISCO. BERNARDO. . Mr^ 
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The inhabitants of Cambridge early diicovered a ziealous 
attachment to the liberties of uieir country. On the occa- 
Son of the memorable Stamp AQ^ it was voted, Oftober 14^ 
1 7659 ^^ as the opinion of the town. That the inhabitants 
>f this Province have a legal daim to all the natural, inher- 
int, confHtutional rights of Englifhmen, notwithftandine 
heir diftance from Great-Britain, and that the Stamp Aa 
s an infradion upon thefe rights/' After ftating its op« 
nrcffive tendency, the vote proceeds : " Let this Ad but 
ake place. Liberty will be no more ; Trade will languifh 
tnd die ; our Medium will be fent into his Majefty's ex- 
:hequer ; and Poverty come upon us as an armed man. 
rhc Town, therefore, hereby advife and direft their repre- 
sentatives by no means whatfoever to do any one thing that 
nay aid faid Ad in its operation ; but that, in conjundion 
^th the friends of liberty, they ufe their utmoft enaeavours 
liat the fame may be repealed : and that this vote be re- 
;<N:ded in the Town Books, that the children yet unborn 
xuy fee the defire that their anceflors had for their free- 
f om and happinefs."* 

^ At a meeting of the proprietors of the common and uft- 
Livided lands m Cambridge, in 1 769, " all the common 
aads, belonging to the proprietors, fronting the college, 
-ommonly called the Town Commons, not heretofore 
pvanted or allotted to any particular perfbn, or for any 
E^edai or particular ufe," were " granted to the town of 
Cambridge, to be ufed as a Training Field, to lie undi- 
■^ed, and to remain for that ufe forcver."t 

The dedion of counfellors for the Province of Maflachu- 
^tts was holden at Cambridge, in May, 1770, by order of 
3tovernor Hutchinfon ; in oppofition to the Charter, and 
Q the fenfe of the whole Province. 

On the impofition of a duty on teas imported to Amer- 
^ by the Eaft-India Company, feveral fpirited refolves of 
t>e town of Cambridge, November 26, 1773, were dofed 

with 

^ ■ ■ ■ 1 ■ m 

Mr. Apthorp was educated at Jefus College, in the Univerfity of 
'^mbridge, in England, of which he was auerwards a Fellow. He 
^oceeded A. B. in 1755, and has fince received the degree of D. D. 
^om one of the EngUfh Univerfitie?. Within a few years after his (ettle« 
^cnt at Cambridge, he went to England^ and became fettled in Loa« 
U)n, where he is Sill living. 

* Town Records* f Proprietors* Records. 
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wit&,the fiSlowijag : ^* Tfcat this "Town can ao tong^rft^nd 
kflie ipedators, but are re^y, on tJxe ibortieft notice, to joMi 
Vith tJic town ot Bofton, and other towns, in uny ixngss^ 
'f^fA that may be thought prqper, to deliver o^riielves 'wAt 
poAerity from flavery.'** 

. On the great qyeftion, ^' Whether, if Congrefe fhoidd^ 
for the fefety of the Colonies, declare them independent of 
Gneat-Biitain, tbe town would fupport the^n in the 
mfiaiiure :'• the inhabitants of Cambridge, May ^7, 177^* 
liflanimouQy and folemnly engaged fuch fuppprt,^ W^ 
thioir lives aiid fortunes.f 

. From the commencement of faoftilities at Lexington^ 
Apr^ iS, 1775, the tranquillity of Cambridge was, for fere 
cofbI years, intern^ted, by the tumult of war. Many of 
the iiihajbitanits left the town, and retired into the intieiior 
pquts of the country. The Scat of the Mufes was now qg« 
cupied by fddiers. It was at Cambridge that General 
Waihington fixed his firii: encampment ; and this was the 
l^bu^e of the head-quarters of the American army, tiH - the 
evacuation of Bofton, by the Britilh troops, ija I'jjSm 
During this period th$ college w^ afiembled at Conoord. 
On the capture of <leneral Burgoyne, in 1777, he, and 
\(^ captured troops, were located at Cambridge, under the 
fiiperintendance of .General Heath, as pri&ners of wajr, 

. TJie pre&nt Coaftitution of Mafiachufetts was firain^ at 
€ambridge, in 177^, by ^ Convention chofen by the ftycrajl 
towns in the Coihn;onwealth. It wafi referred to t)ur 001I9 
fideration of pother Convention, The inbabiteijts irf 
Carhfaridgf;, after propoiing &veral amendments, gava aa 
example of a lii>^al patriotmn, efiibntial to every nepuUtcan 
gpnrernment, which mufl: reft on the will of the SfMJcmtj^f 
^* Willing to give up their own qjHnion in kiler matters^ 
in CMTder to obtain a governpient whofe authority might 
not be diluted, and which they wiihed ntiight foon be e£i 
tablifhed ;"' they inftruded their reprefcntative to the Con-c 
Vfntion, " in their name and behalf, to ratify and confirm 
^^ prppqfed forii}, whether the an^endment^ be V^^H^y 
far not/^l 

• in 1780* the church members on the fouth fide ef 
Cfeafles rivef in Cambridge prefented a petition to thg 

* Town Records.-. -^ t IbS. t IbW. 
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{j^jUrdiy ^^ fi^ufyi^ tHeir defire to be difmified^ and inoor* 
j^2t(^ into a difiin^ chur dbi, for enjoying the ijpecial or* 
dk^smi^ .^ the gdfpel more convenieatly by themiielves/' 
The church voted a compliance with their petition ; an4 
tjuey were mcpipor^ed on the 234 of Febiuary, 1783. 
The Revjerand Johu Foiled was ordaJbed to their paftoral 
^bwg^9 Noyember 4, 1784. 

I» ^7^%$ \^ confideration of the " very advanced agCi 
Md growing in^&riaities," of Dr. Appleton, a day of £aft* 
UgHiMi (xrayer was obferved by the church and congrega* 
tion* ^\ tQ feek of God divine diredion and affifiance in th9 
u9Pfloit«i^t afFsdr of procuriag a mc»:e fiiK^ed and fettled 
pdrwcliiiig !aa4 adminiftr^ipn of the word and ordinances 
aiiiOQg them*" A &w days after, ^^ at the general defire 
oi tiye . ^brethren of the church, as well as in compliancq 
ivith his own inclination and earneft wiihes," Dr, Appletoa 
appointed a meeting of the brethren of the church, for tlie 
purpofe of chooiing a colleague, ibr his ailiftance in the 
iiwufiry. The church, accordingly, chofe the Reverend 
Tinipthy HiUiard : and, the ibciety coj3icurring in the 
choi(:e, he was inftaUed the fame year. 

The aged and venerable Dr. Appleton, having, agreeably 
to his defire, lived to fee his country again bleft with peace, 
a^d his church furnifhed with o, worthy paftor, departed 
this life, with calpmeis and refignation, early in the 
year 1784. 

In. 1 786, the prefect alms-houfe, in Cambridge, was pur- 
<3*afijd,T?piair0d, and devoted to the life of the poor of the 

The conduft of the town of Cambridge, in the mraaor- 
able Infurreftion of 1786, was highly to its honour. A 
Ittteir ^iftul directed to the SeleAmen or Cambridge, written 
by defire of a meeting of Committees from feveral towns 
ja the county of Midd&efex, " requefting their concurrence 
itt a County convention to be held at Concord on the 23d 
rf Auguft, in order to confult upon matters of pubUc 
primncfts, and find out means of redrefs." The letter be- 
VQg laid before the town, a vote was paffed, " That the Se- 
Imnaa be defired to anfwer iaid letter, and exprefs the at-i 
tadiincnt of this town to the prefent conftitution and ad- 
ttdniftration of Government, and alfo to e:^prefs our aver- 

fioq 
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fion to ufe any irregular means for compafling ah en 
which the conftitution has akeady provided for ; as v^ 
know of no Grievances the prefent fyftem of Govemmca 
b inadequate to redrefs,"* 

Mr.Hilliard died in 1790. He was fucceeded in tl 
nainiftry by the Compiler of this Hiftory, in 1792. 

A " Friendly Fire Society,'* confifting of twenty-d^ 
perfons, was formed in this town, in 1797. The objed < 
this aflbdation is, to prevent, or miti^te, the evils occ 
fioned by fire. It annually choofes a Cnairman, Treafurc 
Clerk, and Wardens ; and already poiTefies a decent fimi 

The Kine-Pox was introduced at Cambridge, this pr 
fent year, by Profeffor Waterhoufe, who imported tl 
matter from England. The firft who was inoculated fi 
this diforder, in America, was Daniel Oliver Waterhouf 
a fon of the Profeffor. 



First Church in Cambridge. 



Sttccefllon of Minlfters. 

Rev. Thomas Hooker 
and 
Samuel Stoae 



Thomas Shepard 
Jonathan Mitchel 
Urian Oakes 
Nathaniel Gookin 
William Brattle, F. R. S. 
Nathl. Appleton, D. D. 
Timothy HiUiard 
Ahiel Holmes 



Time of fetdement. 

atCamb.OA.ii, 
1633 ; removed 
with their chh. to 
Hartford, 1636^ 



Aug. 

Nov. 
Nov, 
Nov, 

oa. 

Jaa. 



8, 
^5^ 



1636 
1650 
1671 
1682 
1696 
1717 

'783 
1792 



Time of deceafe. 

July 7, 1647 
July 2, 1663 



Aug.25,1649 
July 9, 1668 
July 25, 1681 
Aug. 7, 1692 
Feb. 15, 1717 
Feb. 9» 1784 
May 9, 1790 



A BiooHAPHiCAL Sketch of the Mini3Teh.3 of Camprido 

Mr. hooker. 

The Reverend Thomas Hooker, the firft minifter i 
Cambridge, and the father of the colony, aj; well as of tl 
churches, of Connefticut, was born at Marfield, in Leice 
terfhire, in 1586. He was educated at Emanuel Colleg 
Cambridge, in England, where he was afterwards promote 
to a fellowfliip, in which office " he acquitted hixnfelf wil 

fuc 

■ ■! ■ I I II I 

* Town RecordSf 
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fiieli ability and faithfulnds, as commanded univerfal apK 

probation and applaufe/* Upon his leaving the UniverfU 

ty-y he preached occafionally for fome time in London ; . till^ 

at length, in 1626, he was chofen Lefhirer at ChelmsfonL 

Heire he preached, with great fuccefs, for feveral years, and 

was fo well beloved by the neighbouring clergy, that, 

wHen the Bifhop of London filenced him for NonconformL- 

ty, fotty-feven of them figned a petition in his favour, tef- 

tify^iag. That Mr. Hooker was orthodox in dodrine^ honeji and 

fiber in bis lifi and converfationy of a peaceable difpojition^ and 

no ^£fays turbulent orfadious. But this petition had no eflFe<3; 

on tiie imperious and inexorable Laud. Mr. Hooker was 

confbrained to lay down his miniftry ; and he fct up a 

Grammar School at a village in the neighbourhood of 

Chebnsford. At the next viutation, however, he was cited 

by the Bifhop to appear before the High Commiflion 

Court. Thus cruelly perfecuted, he abfconded, and went 

to Holland, where he lived two or three years, preaching 

£^n[ietimes at Delft, and fometimes at Rotterdam. 

in 1633, he came to New-England* ; and, though he 
liacl been " ordained a prefbyter by a bifliop in England," 
^e was ordained " then again by the brethren at New* 
towTi."f He was a man (rf " the moft exemplary piety, 

felf-deniaL 

-"—■ ■ > i .1. I - ■ . . ^ f 

* The rcafons of Mr. Hooker's removal to New- England are dated 

A Si letter of the Rev. Mr. Cotton, preferved in Gov. Hutchinfon's 

" CoUedion of Papers."-^-** The queftions you demand, I had rather 

ai)l\ver by word of mouth, than by letter, yet I will not refufe to give 

you account of my brother Hoolcets removall and mine owne, feinge you: 

'^VHTd a rcafon thereof from us both. We both of us concurre in a 

S fold ground of removal, i. God havinge (hut a doore againd both 

^/ Us m>m mimftringe to him and his people in our wonted congre?a^ 

tioixsy and calling us by a remnant of our people, and by others of mi& 

couutrye, to minifter to them here, and opemng a dore to us this way, 

"^o are we that we fliould ftrive agiinft God and refufe to follow the 

concurrence of his ordinance and providence together, callinge us forth 

^ Uiinifter here. If we may and ought to follow God's callinge 3 hun- 

^J^ed myles, why not 3 thoufand ? 2. Our Saviors warrant is in our 

9*fe, that when we are diftrefled in our courfe in one country (nequid, 

dicain gravius) we fhould flee to another. 3. It hath been noe fmaU 

I'^chicexaent to us, to choofe rather to remove hither, than to ftav thereat 

4at we might enjoye the libertye, not of fome ordinances of God, but 

tf all> and aJl in purity." See the reafons more fully ftated in Mr. 

Cotton's letter : Hutch. Coll. p. 54. 

t Ptefident StQes's Ele^Ion Sermon, fecond editiofi» 103. 
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felf-denial, patience^ and eoodne&.-^^'jii^ his datjr, be vrs^ OM 
t£ the moft animated and powerful wefiiidiers in Metr-£tf^ 
land. In his fermons^ he was feajpching^ expeFimen>e2£l, affid 
pradical/' In difputation he was eminentw During hb 
f efidence in Hdhnd, he became mtimatiely acquainteid wl4 
the celebrated Dr. Ames^ author oi Medulla Tbeohgidt^ Wft0 
declared, that ^^ though he had beefi acquainted wkb tmiff 
fcholars, of divers, nations^ yet he fiever met witk Rfr. 
Hooker's equal, either for preaching, or for difpudngi**J 
61 prayer he excdled- " In converSitiof^ ha wa» {deafimft 
and entertaining, but always* grave. He was exceeicfiiag^ 
prudent in the management of churdi di£:i|dine.--— He was 
affa^e, condefcendin^, a^d- tharitable ; yet his ap^es^adtd 
and) condu4% were with fuch becoming majefty, aruthonf^, 
2U»i prudence, thaitr he couM do more with a word^ (A^ i 
todcy ths»i othep me» could do with a fevere <fiirc]]piHie;'^ 
It was> not uncommon for YA&i- to give away five oe^ fed j 
l^ounds, at 2t time^ to perfons- iti^ indigence. He d$#^ ef sfai ^ 
epidemical fever, July 7, 1647, ^^^» jlxhv " E^lMd>ISHP ^ 
many years enjoyed a^ comfortable affiirance of hiis. ]^h0#ed^ 
efkate. and when dying faid, / am going to receive mercp 
dofed his own eyes^ and appeared to die wit:h> a^fnfi^ 
his^ countenance.^'*" He publiihed^ in his life tiime^ U^f^i^i^ 
pradical treatifes ; and his friends, after his death, publiih^ 
ed fcveral of his fermons, which were well receivedh •*' Mr— — 
Hcsioker's books (fays a contfiJmporarv writer) ai^e o^ 
rcqucft among the feithftil' people of Chrift.^ Hii^pnha- 
pal' work, entitled, " A Survey of the fumme of Ghurcfl- 
Difcipline," was tranfcribed " under the eye and exaid: 
view of the eminently accomplirfht author himfelfiey'* an 
fent over to be publiflxed- in Eh^a»d, about a* jtz^ 6^ 
Bis death. " But it was then burled^ ' fays Dr. GoodwiiL— 
^ in the rude waves^ of the traft' ocean, with many predou— - 
iaints on their pail^e hither/' Another copy of it> 

crvc: 

'% Magnalia, III. 61. Dr. Ames defigned to follow Mr. Hooker 
Biit he died foon after Mr. Hooker's removal from Rotterdam. Hi 
widow and children came afterward to New-England, where thcjr fboxi* 
in Mr. Hooker, a/aithful friend and beneficent patron. 

The great Mr. Cotton pronouticed Mr. Hooker Vir fokrtls inffi 
dtque acerrimi judicU. _ 

* Trumbull's HiQ. Connecticut. See, alfo, Mather's Maciialu^^' 
B. in. p. j8*-48i 
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ever, was fent to England, and publiihed in. 1648, under 
the infpedion of the celebrated Dr. Thomas Goodwin, 
Ta member of the Aflembly of Divines at Weftminfter, and 
lome time Prefident of IVbgdalen College in Oxford) who 
£^y8, *^As touching this Treatife and the worthy author of 
it— ^o preface any thing by commendation of either were 
to lay paint upon burnmied marble, or add light unto the 
fun.***— i-There is no infcription on Mr. Hooker's tomb- 
fione* An hiftorian,t who, in general, is not entitled to 
credence, fays truly : ^^ The tomb of AL:. Hooker is view- 
^ with great reverence." 

Mr: STONE- 

The Reverend Samuel Stone, Mr- Hooker's afSftant 
in the mimibry, was educated at Emanuel College, in Cam- 
bridge. ^^ He was eminently pious and exemplary ; 
sdKRinded in iafiings and prayer ; and was a moil ftriA ob- 
fervtr of the chriftian fabbath. — ^His fermons were doftrin- 
alf replete with fentiment, condfely and clofely applied. 
Ik was efteemed one of the moft accurate and acute dif- 
putants of his day. He was celebrated for his great wit, 
I^a£mtry, and good humour. His company was courted 
by'aH gentlemen of learning and ingenuity, who had the 
happinefi of an acquaintance with him."* After a minif- 
try of thirty years, he died July 20, 1663. 

His Epitaph. 

New England's glory and her radiant crown 
Was he who now in fofteft bed of down 
Tin glorious Refurre^on mom appear 
Doth fafelyv iWcedy- flecp in Jefus here. 
In nature's folid art and reafoning well 
Tis known beyond compare he did exceU 
Errors corrupt by finnewous difpute 
He did oppugne and clearly them confute. 
Above all things he Chrift above prcfer'd : 
Hartford ! thy richeft Jewel's here interr'd. 

^ Mr. 

t Peters. 

* Trumbull's Hiftory of Conne<5«cut, I. 326 : and New-England's 
Memorial, 179. For a more particular account of Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Stone, fee Mather's Magnalia, III. 58 & 116. 
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Mr. SHEPARD. 

The Reverend Thomas Shepard was born in Tow- 
cefter, near Northampton, in Great-Britain, November t 
1 60$. He was the fon of Mr. William Shepard, who cafi- 
ed mm Thomas^ becaufe his birth was fiippofed to be at tlu 
very hour, when the Gunpowder Treafon was deiigned tc 
be perpetrated ; a plot, concerning which he obferved. 
•* TTiis child of his would hardly believe that ever fud 
wickednefs could be attempted by the fons of men/^ M 
the age of fifteen, he became prepared for the univerfity 
and entered Emanuel Gollege in. Cambridge. Here, aftej 
a refidence of about two years, he was impreffed with vcr; 
powerful conviftfons of his miiery in unrcgeneracy, which 
though occafionally fufpended, were efiedually renewc* 
through the inftrumentality of that celebrated Divine, Dk 
Prefton,. in 1624.- From this time, he gave liimfelf t^ 
daily meditation, which he attended every evening befozr 
fupper.— Having proceeded A. M. at Cambridge, he ac 
cepted an invitation to EarPs Coin, where he held a kc 
ture, fupported by the pious charity of Dr. Wilfon, fcJ 
three years. At the clofe of this term, the inhabitants c 
EarPs Coin were fo reluftant to part with him, that th^ 
raifed a falary among themfelves for his fupport ; and pre 
vailed on him to continue with them. Although he W3 
yet a young man, there was an unufual majefty and ejssM 
gy in his preaching, and a holinefs in, his life, which rer 
dered him eminently ufeful to his own people, and to til 
towns in the vicinity, from which feveral afterwards ac 
companied him to New-England, to enjoy the benefit C 
his miniftry. 

When Dr. I^aud became bifliop of London, Mr. Shepar^ 
was filenced for his Puritanifm. Being invited into York 
fliire, he officiated there, for fome time, as a private chaf 
lain, in the family of Sir Richard Darly, whofe near kin3 
woman he afterwards married. To that family and nei^ 
bourhood he appears to have been a great bleffing. Bifhir 
Neal refufing him liberty for his minifl:ry without fubfcrip 
iion ; he removed to Heddon, in Northumberland, whcr 
his labours were very fuccefsfuL But the zeal of th. 

bilho- 
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biHiOp reached him, even in this remote corner of the king* 
doxn, and prohibited him from preacliing here any more.* 
The removal of Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Stone, 
and others, to America had already excited many pious 
people, in various parts of England, to contemplate a fimilar 
removal. Seversd of Mr. Sh^ard's friends^ in New* 
England, and others who. purpofed a removal, uniting 
their folicitations, at this jundhire, he refolved to repair to 
this new plantation. Having, accordingly, preached his 
farewell fermon at Newcaiue, he went in difguife to 
Iplwich, and thence to Earl's Coin ; whence, accom- 
panied by Mr. Norton, he went to Yarmouth, intending 
to embark there for New-England. Purfuivants, however, 
were employed to apprehend him* Thefe purfuivants, 
having diTcovered Mr. Shepard's quarters, had, by a fum 
of money, obtained a promife, from a boy belonging to 

the 

** ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ .1" . !■■■■■!■■ I I , ■! I ■ !■ . I , ■ 

'• The following extras from Mr. Shepard*s MS. Diary, furntfhes 

^ btere(Ung fpecimen of the barbarous tFeatment* which our pious 

^ceftors received, under the inquiiitorial domination of bifhop Laud : 

|!X>ec. 16, 1630. I was inhibited from preaching in the Diocefi of 

London, by Dodor Laud, bi(hop of that Diocefs. As foon as I came 

^ the morning, about 8 of the clock, falling into a fit of raee he afked 

[^e. What degree I had taken at the Unherfity f I anfwered him, I was a 

Waftcr of Arts. He afked. Of nubat College P I anfwered. Of Emails 

^^1« He afked, Ho^ long I bad lived in bis Diocefs ? I anfwered. Three 

years and upwards. He afked, li^bo maintained me ail this nubile P 

^^arging me to deal plsunly with him, adding withal, that he had been 

^ore cheated and equivocated with by fome of my malimant Faction 

Jttan ever was man by Jefuit. At the fpeakino^ of which words he 

»>oVd as tho' blood would have gufh'd out of His face, and did fhake 

^ if he had been haunted with an Ague Fit, to my apprehenfion, by rea« 

'^^ of his eztream malice and fecret venom. I defired him to excufe me 1 

*1^ fell then to threaten me, and withal to bitter railing, calling me all 

to xuught, faying, Tou prating coxcomb I Do you think aU the Learning it 

'^pour brain ? He pronounced his fentence thus : J charge youy that you 

^'Her Preacbi Read, Marry ^ Bufj^f or exercifi any Minijierial Funiiion in 

•!>» part of ffty Diqceft ; for if you do^ and I bear of it% pll he upon your 

"*^^, and filloi) you nuherever you goj in any part of the kingdom^ and fi ever* 

hfifngfy difenahle you* ' I befought him nqt to deal fo, in regard of a 

P^or xown ; and here he flopt me in what 1 was going on to fay, A 

t^f^ Town ! you have made a company offeditious factious Bedlams ; and 

'9fi>at do you prate to me of a poor Tonvn ? I prayed him to fuffer me to 

^techife in the Sabbath Days in the afternoon : He replied. Spare your 

^^atbf Pli have nofucb felhnss prate in my Diocefs , get you gone^ and novi 

^^eyour complaints to whom you nuilL So away I went i and Uefled be 

^od that I may go to him«'' 
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the houfe where he lodeed, to open the door for theni 11 
a certain hour of the night. But by the fingular ptcm 
dence of God, the defign was fruftrated. Some ferioui 
expreflions of Mr. Shepard being uttered in the hearinf 
of this boy, he was flxuck with horror at the thought, thai 
he ihould be fo wicked as to betray fo good a man ; and 
with tears, difcovered the whole plot to -his pious n^iafier. 
who took care immediately to convey Mr* Shepard out Q| 
the reach of his enemies. 

Toward the clofe of the year 1634, Mr. Shepard em. 
barked at Harwich ; but in a few hours the Ihip was drir* 
en back into Yarmouth road, where arofe one of the mofl 
tremendous ftorms ever known. The Ihip was almofl 
miraculoufly faved, but fo materially damaged that the 
propofed voyage was relinquifhed.* Mr. Snepard, aftei 
fpending the winter at Baibvick, went, in the fpring, tc 
London, where, by a removal of his lodgings, he again 
narrowly efcaped hb purfuivaiits. In July, he failed fion 
Gravefend, and, on the third of Odober, 1635, after a 
hazardous voya&je, he arrived at Bofton. His mends a< 
Newtown [Canmridgel foon condufted him to that infant 
iettlement, defline4 to oe the field of his future labours- 
After a diligent, laborious, and fuccefsfiil miniftry, lu 
died of the quinfy, Auguft 25, 1649, astat. xliv. On his 
death-bed, he faid to the young minifters around him, 
^* That their work was great, and called for great feriouf- 
nefs ;'* and mentioned to them three things concerning 
himfelf : " That the ftudy of every fermon coft him tears ; 
That before he preached any Sermon he got good by it 
himfelf ; and. That he always went into the pulpit, as ii 
te were to give up his accounts to his Mafter." 

He is laid to have been ^^ a poore, weake, pale complec- 
tioned man.'' He was diftinguifhed for his humility and 
jfnety ; and as a preacher of e^ngelical truth, and an au« 
thor on experimental religion, he was one of the foremoQ 

of 

* << In the m'eane time the mafler/ and other feanien, made a flrange 
conftruAion of the fore ftorme they met withall," faying, their fhip was 
bewitched ; and therefore made ufe of the coinmon charme ignorant 
people ufe, nailing two red hot hoife fhoos to their maine maft/' 
. : ; • Wonder-'workitf^ Providence^ 
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p€ His day.f He was an influential patron of learning, as 
'W€il as of religion, and was zealous in promoting the in« 
terefis of the infant college, as well as thofe of the infi^r^t 
church, at Cambridge. J " By his death, not only the 
chxiTch and people at Cambridge, but alfo all New-England^ 
fu Aained a very great lois. He not only preached the go£> 
pel profitably and fuccefsfuUy, but alfo left behind him di- 
vers worthy works of fpecial ufe, in reference unto,. the 
desuring up the ftate of tlie foul toward God.'* || . * , 

, Mr. 

~t^ Prefident Edwards ftyles Mr. Shepard ^< that famous experimental 
divine ;'' and, in his very judicious and elaborate '< Treatife concerning 
Religious AfFedions," makes a greater ufe of his writings, particulailj 
of Ixis " Parable of the Ten Virgins," than of any other writings what^ 

Johnfbn, who wrote a few years after Mr. Shepard's death, lays : 
^ XT&OQ&bds of fonls have caufe to blefie God for him even at this vtrf 
day^y who are the feal of his miniftrey, and hee a man of a thou&nd, in- 
dtLcd with abundance of true favine knowledge for himfelfe ^nd 
othen,"* — Later writers have not overlooked Mr. Shepard's antiquated 
merit Dr. Mayhew, in one of his controverfial eflays, mentions him 
u a perfon of great note in his day, and a learned man. Dr. Chann- 
cy* in his ** Seafonable Thoughts," quotes him with great refpe^l, ftyling 
^ioBy in di£Ferent parts of his work, *^ the memorable," *^ the cele- 
brated," « the famous" Shepard. 

t In 1644, he wrote to the Commiflioncrs of the United Colonies, 
''(prefenting the neceflity of further affillance for needy fcholars at 
^a-mbridgc ; and defired them to encourage a general contribution 
Ait)ngh the colonies. The Commiffioners approved the motion, and 
^*^coffimended it to the confideration of the Legiflatures of the feveral 
^plonies, which adopted the recommendation ; and an annual contribu- 
tion was, accordingly, made through the United Colonies, for many 
ftibfequent years. Trumbull's Hijl. Conned. I. 148. Hazard* s Hiji. Col* 
^QiofUt II. 17, ijjhere Mr, ShcpartPs Propojtthn to the Commiffionert is 
f*^^firved entire. 

It Morton. — ^Mr. Shepard's monument is not now diftinguiihable 
J'^Jong the tombs. In the burying ground in Cambridge, mere are 
^^enu monuments, of hard (lone, with inciilons, evidently dcfigned to 
?dmit a fofter ftone with an infcription. By the ravages of time, or of 
'^crilegious hands, thefe inlet (loncs are now removed, and the infcrip- 
Jions are unhappily loft. But for this injury, we might, perhaps, now 
*^^vc the melancholy pleafure of vifitjng the monuments of the pious 
_ a«^d 

- * Wonder-working Bro^deneey xxxiv. TJais very fiaree and 'valuable book^ 
^\ligi»gh put into my bands by the venerable antiquarian Judge Cranch^ of 
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Mr^ Shq)ard*s printed works are : Thefes Sabbatic^tj ** 
which he hath handled the morality of the iabbath, wid 
degree of reafon^ reading, and reli^on, which is truly i 
traordinary,'* [C, Mather.] 

A Difcourfe, in which is handled the cbntroverfy of t 
Catholic vifible church, " tending to clear up the old w 
of Chrift, in the churches of New-England/^ 

A Letter op " The church membenhip of children, a: 
their right to baptifme." This letter was printed at Ca 
bridge y 1663. 

A Letter, entitled, " New-England's Lamentation i 
Old England's errors." 

A Sermon, entitled, " Cautions againft fpiritu^ dn] 
kennefi." 

A Treatifc, entitled, ^* Subjeftion to Chriift, in all J 
Ordinances and Appointments, the beft means to prefer 
our liberty :" to which is fubjoined another Treati 
?^ Concerning ineSeftual hearing of the Word/' 

^' The Sincere Convert," which the author called ] 
ragged child, on account of its incorrednefs, it havi 
been furreptitioufly publifhed. 

" The Sound Believer," which is a difcriminating Tre 
ife on Eyangclic^d Converfion, 

. •* The Parable of the Ten Virgins,** a pofthumous woi 
in folio, tranfcribgd from his fermons, preached at ] 
Lefture from June 1636 to May 1640 ; concerning whi 
the venerable divines Greenhil, Calamy, Afh, and Tayj 
pbferx'^ed, " That though a vein of ferious, folid and heai 
piety run through all this author's works j yet he ha 
referved the beft wine till t:he laft." 

" Sin^ng of Pfalmes a Gofpel-Ordinance," which, in t 
title-page, is faid to be " By John Cotton, Teacher of t 
Church at Boftpn in New England ;'* but which was re 
ly, in fubftancc, the work of Mr. Shepard. On a blai 
leaf of the copy now before me, there is the follom 
memorandum, probably written by the Rev, Thomas Sh< 

^ 

and renowned Shepard sgid Mitch el, and of others, of revered roc 
0r7.-j-*The flab, which covered the grave of the great Prefident Chai 
C7, is broken into three pieces ; and the fragments are carefidfy li 
liifide. A line of Horace would form an appofite infcriptipn for 1 
tomb of many a great and good man ; 

Obiitufque meomm oblivifcendus ct illis. 
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irdj of Charleftown, whofe name is on the book : " Mr. 

Edward Biilkley, pallor of the church of Chrift in Con* 

cord, told me Sept. 20, i674j that when he boarded at Mr. 

Cotton's Jioufe at the firft coming forth of this book of 

finging of Pialmes, Mr. Cotton told him that my £&" 

ther Sbcpard had the chief hand in the compofing of 

it) and therefore Mr. Cotton faid, I am troubled that my 

brother Shepard's name is not prefixed to it." — ^It is a 

quarto, of 72 pages, and was printed at London, in i6j\j. 

" The clear Sun-Shine of the Gofpel upon the Indians,*' 

publiihed in London 1648^ 

Keal mentions a work of Mr. Shepard, entitled, ^^ Eran* 
gelical Call,'' as one of his moft noted Treatifes. I fixid no 
notice of it, elfewhere. 

. ** Seleft Cafes refolved :" " Firft Principles of the Gra- 
des of God, or. Sum of Chriftian Rdigion :'• " Menta- 
tions and Spiritual Experiences," extra<^bd from Mr. 
Sliepard's Pnvate Diary. Thefe three were publiihed by 
the Rev. Mr. Prince,^ of Bofton, (the kft of them from the 
original MS.) in 1747. the Seleft Cafes and Firft Prind- 
pies were publifhed together, firft at London, and then at 
Edinburgh, in 1 648 ; and have, fince, pafled through fev« 
eral editions. 

Mr. MITCHEL. 

The Reverend Jonathan Mitchel was born at Hali^ 
fiuc, in Yorkihire, in Great-Britain, in 1624. His parents 
Were exemplary Chriftians, who^ by the impofitions and 
Perfecutions of the Englifh. hierarchy, were conftrained to 
leek an afylum in New-England, in 1635 ; at which time 
*hey brought over their fon Jonathan, then eleven years of 

gs. Thar firft fettlement was at Concord, in Mallachu* 
ts ; whence, a year after, they removed to Saybrook, in 
Connedicut ; and, not long after, to Wetfaersfidd. Their 
i^ttt removal was to Stamford ; where Mr. Mitchd, the 
£idier, died in 1645, setat. lv. 

The daffical ftucties of his fon Jonathan were fufpended 
fcr ieveral years, after his arrivsd in America ; but, ^^ on 
^ earneft advice of fome that had obferved his great ca« 
^ ^ty,** they were, at length, refumed, in 1642.* 

^ C. Mather. Dr. Increafe Mather afcribes this meafure to his 
"tWs inflocncct ** After Mr. Mitchel was arrived in New«Eogla&d» 
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In 1645, at the age of twenty-one, he entered Harvard 
College. Here, he became reli^oufly imprefled, under Mn 
Shepard's miniftry, which he lo highly eftimated as, after* 
ward, to obferve, " Unlefs it had been four years living in 
heavton, I know not how I could have more caufe to blels 
God with wonder, than for thofe four years," ipent at the 
Univerfity, He was an indefatigable ftudent, and made 

feat acquirements in knowledge and virtue. His extraor* 
nary learning, wifdom, gravity, and piety, occaiioned an 
early application of feverkl of the moft connderable church- 
es, for his fervices in the miniftry. The church at Hart- 
ford, in particular, ferit for him with the intention of his 
becoming fucceffor to the famous Mr. Hooker. He plreach- 
ed his firft fermon at Hartford, June 24, 1649 > ^^d, on 
the day following, was invited to a fettlement in the min- 
iftry, in that rrfpeftable town. Having, however, been 
previoufly importuned by Mr. Shepard, and the -principal 
members of his focicty, to return to Cambridge, free from 
any engagement, with a view to a fettlement there ; he 
dedined an acceptance of the invitation at Hartford^ and 
returned to Cambridge, where he preached for the firft 
time Auguft 12, 1649. Here a providential opening was 
foon made for his induftion into the miniftry. Mr. Shep^ 
ard died on the 25th of the fame month ; and, by the 
unanimous deiire of the people of Cambridge, Mr. Mitchd 
was now invited to become his fucceflbr. He accepted the 
invitation ; and was ordained Auguft 21, 1650. 
^ Soon after his fettlement, he was called to a peculiar 
trial Prefident Dunfier, who had formerly been hia tUf 
tor, about this time imbibed the principle of anidpedob^ 
tifioi ; and preached fome fermons againft the adminifb^ 
tion of baptifm to any in&nt whatever. Mr. Mitchdl» 
yoiug as he then was, felt it incumbent on him openly to 
coxnlxit this principle ; and conduced, in this delicate and 
difficult cafe, with fuch judgment, moderation, ^Xid^meekn^ 
ijfmfdonij as would have well become the experience jmd 
improvement of advanced age. Although this controvert 

fy 

be employed his fon Jonathan in fecular a&irs ; but the fpirit of ibk 
thild was ftrongly fet for learning, and he prayed my father to periuade 
bb &dter that he might hare a learned ed«cation. My father's-p<iA»^ 
ficms happily prevailed/' 
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f occailoned the Prefident's removal from Cambridge ; 
et.Mr. Mitchel continued to cultivate aii efteem for lum» 
tidy after his deceafe, paid a reQ)edful tribute to his mem- 
ryy in an elegy, replete with expreffions of that noble and 
Ktholic fpirity whidi charafterized its author.* 

Such were his literary acquirements, and fo reipeffcable 
is charader, that, fo early as the vear 1 650, he was cho&n 

Tutor and a Fellow of Harvard College.! 

He was a very influential member of the Synod, which 
let at Bofton in 1662, to difcufs and fettle an intereffiLng 
ixeition concerning church-memberfliip and church«diia- 
fine, and chiefly compofed the Relult of tlmt fynod. 
• The determination or the queftion at laft,** (ays Dr. 
father, ^^ was more owing to mm than to any man in the 
i^orld." The divine Head of the church " made this 
areat man, even while he was yet a young man^ one of the 
xeateft inftruments we ever had 01 e^uining and main- 
auning the truths relating to the ehurchhjlate otxht pofterity 
:^ oar churches, and of tne cburch^care whidh our churches 

* — 

'wc to their pofterity."t— He was a man of Angular acute- 
je&, prudence, and moaeration ; and was, therefore, emi- 
ently qualified to difcern the truth, in cfifficult and per- 
iling cafes, and to adjuft the difierences of dilbutants«$ 
Tcnce, in ecdefiaftical Councils, to which he was nrequent* 
ir Qvited, and in weighty cafes, where the General Court, 
"cquently confulted ue miiiifters, ^^ Xhtfenfi and hand of 
CI man was relied more upon than his, for the exaA refult 

' of 
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* The condud of both parties, on this occafiont does them iingular 
onoor s and fumifhes an example worthy of imitation in the prefent 
K^ an affe which is frequently cenfuring the bigotry of the pjoos aa« 
^iioK of New-England* in contraft with its own cathoUcifm. Wefident 
Hmfter <* died in fad harmony of if edion with the good men* who 
^ been die authors of his reinoval from Cambridge* that he* by Us 
'^ ordered his body to be carried to Cambridge tor its burialy and 
^^qttathftd hpgacies to thofe yery perfons," . . 

MagftaBa, IIL loo. IV. 158. 

t Mr. Samuel Mather and Mr. Mitchel were the fir ft that were eleft* 
^ Bellows in this feminary. In the inflmcy of the infiittttion» a Tvtor 
^^ tx oflkioi a Fdlow of the odUeget 

t Mi^alia. 

f The celebrated Mr. Baxter iaidof hUnt <* If an CEcumenical Coon* 
oi could be obtainedy Mr. Mitchel were wordiy to be itt ModeratOTi*** 

G. JMkflkr. 

K 
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of all." The great Prefident Cb^uncey, though Qii^c^ 
older than he, and though openly oppofed to hun a^ t]ut. 
Syiio4, faid, zx the v^ry height QjF tnc controverfy : ^* X 
'know no man in this world that I could envy £o much at 
worthy Mr. Mitchell for thd gFea;t holineis, learning, ^snb 
dpmy and rpeeknefs, and other qualities of an excejDi^it 

fpirit, with which the Lpjrd Jefus Chrift hath adornedl 

him> ... ^ .... .^ 

^ Jijjorton, \\rl\o. wasL contemporary witlx Mr. Mitchdj^ 4p ? 
*^ He was a peifpn tha,t held very neaj communion vn/Ji, 
Grod ; eminent in Ayildom, piety, huniility, love, felfrdfjnJaJL 
aii^ipf a cgmpaimonate and tender hwt ;* fiupaffing in puJbh 
lie' §)iritedneis \ a mighty m^ in prayer, and eminent at 
ftajading^ in the gap j he was zealous for orderj and fajitJifuL^ 
in-aflerting the truth ag^inft all oppumers of it."t 

B^- Tncreafe lyisither, who was penoDtally and intimately. ^ 
acquainted with him, fiys : '* He wa? bleffed with adoura?^ 
ble natural as well as. acquired parts* His judgment wai^ 
foUdideep, and penetrating ; his mernory was ferong, ancJL- 
vaftly capacious. He ^yrote his-, fernaons very largely ; ' ajid — 
th^n u(ed, with, enlargemeQts, to commit all to ms. mexnOf - 
ry, w^nout on<jip' Ipoidng into hia bible, aftei; he hj4^ 
ns^mci^ hi& text ;' and yet his. fermons were fcriptural." 

jij.ipreacher, 1\^ ^ya^diftm for " ariextraprdi— 

nafy. invention, curipus: diipolition^ and copious aj^ca^*— 
tipnu" His. yoic-e ^^j^. melodious a^d his delivery i^'iaitE 
tq h^ve been " in^nQitablq." He Ijpoke with " a tranfceft— - 
dent majefty and livelinefs," and toward the clofe of hisM 
diiEeouries, Ihs- feFy^ency rofe to ^' a mMFvelkm» m e ofur ^ 



He V/as. pa/loij pf the- church of C^^ipibridge about eiffh?^ 
t^m years ; and ^^ was mcxft int«[ii]b and £uth^'' in hssS 
work» ^ He went* through a great part of the body c^ 
djyinity ; niadg. a veiy excfeUpnt cxpOntion of the book (^ 
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* Lolohel Whallt)^' ;^nSi Colonel GotFe, two ot' the Judges ot kin;^ 
Ch^lQ& L cQr the 4ay- of. tji^irarriyal in K^^(»u£nglandj Jiuly 1660 
c^pa^, lo,CaflfAri4gfi, ^herfi thfiy refifjcci, till iRebniaryr ff^lowiMf, s* 
were treated with the kindefl hofpi^Utji^aiKi. fllieiidftip^ by Mfy Mitchal^ 
who admitte4 them to the facrament, and to private meetings, for 



tion. JlMtcbinfon^s Hift. (JL Majfachufet^u I. 2ic;^ Prefident Stih^sMiR- 
f ^tSiSrl'^lfl?^^^ Pieniomf, 201. 
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GradSs, tod part of Exodus, tod delivered ttiafly fruitful 
and profitable fertiionS on the four firft chapters of John/* 
He tedd, alfo, a monthly Lefture, which was " abuiidtotly 
friCquented/* by the people of the neighbouring towns, as 
wdS as by his own fbciety. ** His race was but fliort, but 
the work he did was very much." — ^Juft after he had been 
preathiAg on thefe words, / know that thou wilt bring 'fne to 
de6th^ and unto the houfe appointed for all the livings as he came 
Ottt of the jpulpit, he was feized with a fever, which termi- 
nated Ms flfc July 9, 1668, in the forty-third year of his 
^^gje. tod eighteenth of his miniftry. 

Dr. I. Mather iays, he " never knew any death that 
cacofibd fa great a mourning and lamentation generally : He 
tras^eatly lovcfd and honoured throughout all the church- 
€^9 AS well as in Cambridge^ and admired by the moft com- 
j^ent judges of real worth/' 

Very few of his writiflgs were ever publiflied. I carf ob- 
tSai notice of the following only t 

A Letter of counfd to fiis brother, written while he re- 
fided at the Univcrdty \ 

\ An £le6tion Sermon, on Nehern. ii. 10, entitled **Ne. 
li[emiah upon the wail j" preached May 15, 1667 5 and 
printed at Cambridge ; 

A Letter concerning the fubjeft of Baptifme, printed 
at Cambridge, 1675 ; 

** A Difcourfe of the Glory to which God hath oilled 
Believers by Jefus Chrift,'* printed at London, after his 
death, with the Letter to his brother affixed ; and re- 
printed at Bofton, in a duodecimo volume, in 1721. 

Mr. OAKES. 

The Reverend "Dkian Oaices was born in England 
about the year 1631 ; and was brought to Amerida m his 
childhood. From this early period, he was diftinguifhed 
for the ftveetnefs of his difpofition, which characterized 
film throu^ life. He was educated at Harvard College, 
where he graduated in 1649. While very young, and 
^ail, he publiflied, at Cambridge, a fet of Ajironomical 
Calculations^ with this appofite motto : 

Parvum parva decent, fed ineft fua gratia .parvis. 

Soon 
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Soon after his graduation, he went to Englandy where, 
after having been fome time a chaplain to an eminent per*- 
fonage, he became fettled in the miniftry at TitchfielcL 
Being iilenced, however, in 1662, in common with the 
nonconformifl minifters diroughout thq nation (by Aft 'xxy» 
Car. 2) } he refided a while in the familjr of Colonel Nor- 
ton, a man of great merit and re^peftability, who, on this 
occafion, afforded him an afylum. When the violence of 
the periecution abated, he returned to the exercife of his 
mimftry in another congregation, as collea^e with Mr. 
Simmons. Such was his cdebrity for learmng and pietjr^ 
for minifterial abilities and fidelity, that the church and ttv- 
ciety of Cambridge, on the deceafe of Mr. Mitchel, were 
induced to invite nim to their paftoral charge. They ient 
a meflenger to England, to prefent him with the invitar 
tion ; which, with the approbation of a council of nSinif- 
ters, he accepted. After repeated delays, occaiioned by 
the iicknefs and death of his wife, and by a fubfequent 
perfonal IDnefs, he came to America, and commenced his 
miniftry at Ciambridge, November 8, i6yi. 

So duiftinguifhed was he for his learning and abilities, 
and for his patronage of the interefts of hterature, thatj 
in 1675, he was invited to the prefidency of Harvard Col- 
lege, as fucceffor to Prefident Hoar. He accepted the in- 
vitation ; and officiated as Prefident, ftill retaining the 
charge of his flock, for about fix years, when his ufeful 
life was fuddenly brought to a clofe. He had been fubjeft 
to a quartan ague, which often interrupted his public fer- 
vices. A malignant fever now feized him, and, in a day 
or two, proved mortal. His congregation^ affembfing on 
a Lord's-day, when the Lord's Supper was to have been 
adminiftered, were affeftingly furprifed to find their re- 
fpeded and beloved paftor in the pan^ of death. He died 
Jyly 25, i68i, in the fiftieth year of his age, and tenth of 
his miniftry at Cambridge. 

He was eminent for his knowledge and piety, and was 
a very engaging and ufeful preacher. ^^ Confidered as a 
fcholar^ he was," fays Dr. C. Mather, " a notable critic id' 
all the points of learning ; and well verfed in every point 

of 
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oiibcGnat CiVx^*" ♦—" He did the fervice of a Prcfidenf , 
even as he did aU other lemcesi, faithfully^ learnedly^ inde-- 
latigably.'* Dr. Increafe Mather^ whofe diaraders appear 
to he drawn with more ezad difcrimination than thofe of 
Ids ion Cotton^ fays : ^' An aee doth feldom produce one 
ib many ways excelling, as this Authorf ^^^as. If we oon- 
fider him as a Divine^ 2S a Stholar^ as a ChriJUan^ it is hard 
to iay in which he did mofi excel. I have often in my 
thoughts compared him to Samuel among the prophets of 
old; inafinuch as he did truly ^or God from bis joutb^ and 
was betimes improved in boly mimftrations^ and was at laft 
called to be Head of the fons rf the prophets^ in this New 
En^;^ Urady as Samuel was Prefident of die College at 
Naioth. In many other particulars, I might enlarge upon 
the parallel, but that it is inconvenient to extend luch *in« 
fiahces beyond their proportion* 

■ H euy tua nobis 
Mortejimul tecum fblatia rapt a ! 

It may, without reflexion upon any, be £dd, that he was 
one of the greateft lights, that ever ihone in this part of 
the world, or that is ever like to arife in our horizon/' 

The only publications of Mr. Oakes, of which I find 
any account, are : 

An Artillery Eleflion Sermon, on Rom. ^ii. 37, preach- 
ed Tune 3, 1JS72 ; 

An Eieffion Sarmon, on Deut. xxxii. 29, preached May 

7f 1673; 
An Elegv on the Rev. Thomas Shepard, Plfior of the 

church in Charleftown, [fon of Mr. Shepard, minifter of 

Cambridge] who died Dec. 2i2, 1667. [They were all 

printed 
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* i^r. C. Mather, who was educated under his prefidency, has pre- 
^^nred» in one of his publications^ a fpecimen of his Latin compofition, 
^^di it yery daflicai and elcnnt. In his judgment, <* America nev-r 
^had a greater mafter of mc true, pure, Ciceronian Latin," thon- 
|«^cfidaoit &kes« He appears to have had a poetical genius. An- 
jy ggy, <^ confiderahle length, written by him on the Rev. Mr. Shepard, 
^CKarleftown, rifes, tn my judgment, &r above the poetry of his day.' 
r im (^ Pindaric meafnre^ and u plaintive, pathetic, and replete witir 
"^«cry. 

y\' This parasraph is eztra^ed from the Preface of Dr. Increafe 
T^^er to a Diftodiib of Mr. O^cs, publUhed Toon after the AuthorV 
*^«afc. - ' .. ^ 



54 'Rfe Hiftxfry of^CMihrid^. 

printed at Cambridge, by Saiftud ' Green j and are pf e- 
icrvcd in the Librarjr trf th^c Hiftciricd Society.] 

IBs epitaph, though not -now diftindHy le^ble on lib 
tomb-ftone, is preferred in Mather's Magnalia, and is as 

Ukiani Oakesij, 
" Cuius, quod reliquum eft, 
dauditur hoc tumulo ; 
ExplofatI integritate, fumma morum gravitate, 

Ctoiniumque meliorum Artiuin infigni Peritil, 

Spcftatiffimi, Clariflimique omnibus mocKs Vtrl, 

Theologi, merito fiio, cdeberrimi, 

Condonatoris vere Melliflui, \ ' . 
Cantabrigienfis Ecdefite, Do<?Hflhni etOrthodoxJ WSotfs, 
In Collegio Harvardino Pirscfrdis Vigilantilfinii,^ '* 
Ma^mam Fietatis, Eruditionis,' laemdiae Laudem 

Adept! f . . ' .. 
Qui repentina morte fiibito corrcptus^v - ; : 
In' J£SU iinum efflavit animam, -• .* • 
JuHi XXV, A. D, M. DC htXXL 

Memorise. ' -^ e 
Etatis fuae L. : ^ ., 

Flurima quid referam, £itis; eil & dL&eris UauiDi- ' 
Hoc Didhi fatis eft. Hie jacit Oakesius. 

Mr. GOOKIN. 

The Reverend Nathaniel Gookin w^ educated ^^ 
Harvard College, wluere he graduated in 1675. On Sl^' 
Oakes' acceptance of the prefidency in 1679,* the church 
gave " a Call to Mr. Gookm to br helpfu l in the uiiiiifti^^ 
in order to call him to office in time convenient/'t ,.. 4^^^ 
Mr. Qakes' deceafe, the d^urch invited him to ti^ .pdhici^ 
tiffice. He accepted the invitation ;• and was ordnixed'lffc^ 
vember 15, 1682. He was a FelI6^r t)f HarvaftS' 0!^?J-r 
After a miniftry of fcartdy^ ten .ye^r^, ht; died"'. Wtt ;:5*^ 
LordVday, Auguft.f, i&^a^ \^!^^^''ii^^ 
his age, and tenth of his miniftry. . ;o. vrt^* 

* ^ His previous ertaibn/ln itfyS/X^^ri^t^-^f^^^^ ^' 
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leihonnds of Mr. Gookin's minifiry, and the itnper- 
m of the early recprds of the church, leave us very 
knt in the xne9Jp3 of obtaining his hiftory and char* 
ft 

r wasi a fon of Major-General Gookin, whofe difiia*. 
.ed eharadter, and eminent fervices, hav;e been noticed 
lA preceding hii^ry. Tradition informs us, that he 
aterred in the fouth-eaft corjaer of the burying ground^ 
Uh a brick monument,, covered with a flrone. nab, the 
ij||tioa of which is not now legible. He left a fon, of 
wn name, who graduated at Cambridge in 1 703, and 
afterward, fettled in the niixuftry at North-Hill, a 
h in. Hampton,.New-Hampihire. This Mr. Gookin is. 
dfcnted, by a contemporary minilber, as a mm, « whofe 
ifications for the work of the miniftry, and whofe 
,ty, induflry and fldll in profecuting it, as well as esr* 
^ry caution and prudence, were too well known to 
any atteftation.'* * He died in 1734, JEXdt. XLVIff, 
ag. a fon of his name, whp graduated at Cambridge 
'31, and fucceeded his father in the miniftry, at Hamp- 
Qjft. 31, 1739V This fon is reprefented as one, " who, 
•many account^, befide his own perfonal worth, ought 
: near and dear'* ta his fociety, " being both way« de- 
led from thofe who haye been ftars. ofthe firft magni* 
" t He died; in 1 766, 

Mr. BRATTLE.. 

iP Reverend Wix-liaac BRATTUi was born in Bofton, 
t the year 1662 ; and educated at Harvard College, 
fehe graduated in 1680.^ He was, afterward, choien- 
tor, and a^ Fellow, in that feminary, and c^ciated in 
of thele capacities for feveral^ years; Dr. Colman,. 
was: a fhident, while Mr* Brattle was in the tutorfhip^ 

%8, 

r^e IjLev. Mr. Shurtleff:'& SermDn» at the ordination of Mr. Nsu 
il Gt)okin, in ^739. 

!4r. Sburtle^F informs- U9» (Ordin. Stinn.) that th« Rev. Seaborxf^ 
n wa? thi$ Mr. Gppikin'& great grandfadier. I fuppofe die fecond' 
lathanlel Gookin. (fon of the minifter of Cambridge) married a 
fCtT'oi John Cottotty (his-preddceffor in the miniftry) who was a 
' Seaborn, (his prcidficeflbr) who was- a foa of the renowned John- 
Vf.'QBpi of the firft minifters of Bofton. 
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(ays, ^^ He was an able, futhful and tender Tutor. He. 
countenanced virtue and proficiency in us, and every good 
difpoiition he difcemed, with the inoft fatheriy goodnefi; ; 
and fearched out and puniihed vice with the authority or 
a mafter. He did his utmoft to form us to virtue apd the 
fear of God, and to do well in the world ; and difmifled 
his pupils, when he took leave of them, ^th pious charges 
and with tears/^ C^e memorable in&mce of his human* 
ity, and chriftian heroifm, while in the tptorihip, is record- 
ed as worthy, if not of imitation, of admiration. Whefi 
the fmall-pox prevailed in the college, although he had not 
had that terrible difbrder, inftead of a removal, he ftaid at: 
his chamber, vifited the fick fcholars, and took care that: . 
they ihould be fupplied with whatever was neceiOlary tOM 
their fafety and comfort. *^ So dear was his charge torn 
him, that he ventured his life for thqn, nunifbrine tyythtf 
to their fouls and bodies ; for he was a fldlfiil phyfiaan tOK 
both/' At length, he was taken ill, and retired to hiae 
bed ; but the diforder was very mild, and he was fooDcr 
happily reftored. 

He was ordained Paftor of the churdi in CambridM^ - 
November 25, 1696. On this occafion he preached hiK 
own ordinaticMi fermon, from i Cor. iii. 6 j the Rev. In--^ 
creafe Mather save the charge ; and the Rqr* Samije^ 
Wilkrd, the ri^t hand of fellowihip. On the £une oc a •■ 
fion, the Rev. Increafe Mather preached a fermon, fron^ 
Rev. i. 16. 

Mr. Brattle was polite and afiable, courteous and d 
ing,' compailionate and charitable. His eftate was 
large ; and, though he diftributed it with a liberal hani 
*' fecret and filent • were his charities. HGs pacific fpiri^ 
and his moderation, were confpicuous ; and ^^ he feemcs^ 
to have equal rcfpcSt to good men of all denominations. 
He was patient of injuries, and placable ; and iaid, 
trials, he knew not how he could have fpared any on$ 
them. With humility he united magnanimity ; and ^ 
neither bribed by the favour, nor over-awed by the di^ 
pleafure, of any man. " He was of an auftere and niort^ 
ficd life" ; yet candid and tolerant toward others. H^^ 
was a man of great learning and abilities ; and, at onc^^ 
a:philcfc{Jier and a divine. It is no fmall evidence o£ hS^ 

attainmenC^ 
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attainments in fdence, that he was deded a Fellow of the 
Royal Sodety. ^' He was a generous patron of learning, 
and long a father of the college*' in Cambridge. He 
pUced ndther learning, nor religion, in unprofitable fpecu- 
lations, but in fudi folid and fubftantial truth, as improves 
the mind, and is b^nefidal to the world* Pofleffing ftrong 
mental powers, he was ^* much formed for counfd and ad- 
vjee" ; and his judgment was often fought, and highly 
rdpefted. 

IBs manner of preaching may be learnt from Dr. Col- 
man, who, comparing Mr. Brattle with Mr. Pemberton, 
obferves : ** They performed the public exercifes in the 
houfe of God with a great deal of folcmnity, though in a 
manner fomewhat different j for Mr. Brattle was afl calm, 
and foft, and melting j but Mr. Pemberton was all flame, 
and zeal, and earneftnefs." Mr* Brattle's miniftry appears 
to have been fuccefsfrd ; and the churchy while under his 
pailoral care, became very greatly enlarged. Although he 
attained a greater age than either of his famous predeceC- 
fors, Shepard, Mitchd, and Oakes ; yet he was often in- 
terrupted in his miniflerial labours, ^* by psuns and Ian- 
^uiihments,'' and died February 15, 171 7, in the fifty-fifth 
ye» of his age, and twenty-firft of his miniftry. 

The baptifms of children, during his miniflry, were fev- 
^ hundred and twenty-four ; and the admiffions to the 
fdlowfhip of the church three hundred and fixty-four. 

*' They that had the happinefs to know Mr. Brattle, 
knew a very religious good man, an able divine, a labori- 
ous faithful minifter, an excellent fcholar, a great benefac- 
tor, a wife and prudent man, and one of the beft of 
ft^ends. The promoting of Religion, Learning, Virtue 
^d Peace, every where within his reach, was his very life 
3nd foul J the great bufinefs about which he was conftant- 
h[ employed, and in which he principally delighted. Like 
^ ^reat Lord and Mafler he went (or font) about doing 
KP^. . His principles were fober, found, moderate, being 
of a catholick and pacifick fpirit.— For a confidcrable time 
Wore his death, he laboured under a languifhing diHem- 
1^1 Pw, which he bore with great patience and refignation ; 
%\ ^d died with peace and an extraordinar)*^ ferenity of 
^\ ^d. He was pleafed in his laft Will and' Teflamcnt to 
A I [/^tf/. vii.] l>e<iuealh 
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bequeath to Harvard College two hundred and 
pounds, beddes a much greater fum in other pk)us 
charitable legacies," * 

The funeral of Mr, Brattle was attended on the 20I 
February, a day rendered memorable by The Great S 
" He was greatly honoured at his interment ;" anc 
principal magiftrates and minifters of Boilon and of 
vicinity, aiTembled on this occafion, were necefiarily de 
ed at Cambridge by the fndw for feveral days.f 

He appears to have publifhed fcarcely any of hi* 1 
ings ; though many of them were, doubtlefs, very wo 
of publication. His grandfon, Thomas Brattle4 Efqi 
favoured mc with the perufal of fome of his Sermoni 
manufcript, w^ich arc written very fairly and corre 
and arc remarkably clear, and concife, fententious 
didaftic. 

Jeremiah Dummer, Efquirc, a gentleman of refpe£fa 
ty, having, while afi aijent in England, procured f 
printed fermons, by deure of Mr. flint, obferves :- 
think the modern fermons, which are preached and p] 
cd here, arc very lean and dr}'', having little divinity in 
matter, or brightnefs in the ftyle ; I am fure they ar 
way comparable to the folid difcourfes which Mr. Br 
gives you every week."^ 

• I 

* Bofton News-Letter, No. 671. 

f A few particulars concerning this memorable Snow may gratH 
riofity. The Bofton News-Lcttcr of February 25, 1 7 1 7> has the folio 
paragraphs » " Beddes feveral Snows, we had a great one on Mo 
the 1 8th current ; and on Wednefday the 20th it begun to fnow i 
noon, and continticd fhowing till Friday the 2 2d. fo that the Snoi 
in fome parts of the ftrects about Six foot high.*' — " Saturday lafl 
a clear Sunihine, not a cloud to be feen till towards evening. An 
. Lord's-Day, the 24tb, a deep Snow." — ** The extremity of the we 
has hindered all the three Foils from coming in ; neither can th( 
expelled till the roads (how impaffable with a mighty Snow upo 
ground) are beaten/*^ The NeWs-Lctter, of March 4, has thk 
graph : ** Bofton ; February ended with Snow, and March begins 
it, the Snow fo deep that there is no travelling.*' 

X This very worthy and refpedable man departed this life, fihc€ 
Hiftory was committed to the prefs, February 7th, 1801, astat. 
His father, Brigadier-General William Brattle, was the only child c 
Rev. William ^fttle, who lived to mature age. 

§ Coll. of Hid, Soc. for 1799, p. 79' 
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TThe only publication of Mr. Brattle, which has eome to 
nt-jT knowledge, is a fyftem of Logic, entitled, " Compen- 
dirzm Logicae fecundum Frindpia D. Renati Cartefii ple- 
rarnque efFormatum, et catechiftice propofitum/* It was 
lorxg recited at Harvard College, ai>d holden in high efiima- 
tiaJ:^- An edition of it was publiibed as late as the 
- ar 1758. ^ 

IMr. Brattle lies interred in a tomb, on the fouth-eafi fide 
of tie burying yard, with this infcription ; 

Depofitum 

GULIELMI BRATTLE 

nuper Ecclefise Cantabrigienfis 

N. A. Paftoris Rev^i^ Senat^is CoUegii 

Harvardini Socij Primarij, 

Pjufdemque Curatoris SpeftatifSmi, 

et R. S. S. qui obiit xv © Febr » 

Anno Domini MDCCXVn, et iEtatis 

Suae lV. Hie requiefcit in fpe 

Beata? Ref\;iirreAionis, 

Dr. APPLETON, 

^Thc Reverend Nathaniel Appleton was born at Ipt 
.^cli, December 9, 1693. ^^ father was the Honourable 

?^hj^ Appleton* ; and his mother was tl\e eldeft daughter of 
refident Rogers. He was educated at Harvard College, 
where he graduated in 17 12. Om the completion of his 
^ucation, his uncle, an opulent merchant, offered to fet 
^ up in trade ; but he declined the offer, that he might 
puifue his theological ftudies, preparatory to the work of 
^ miniftry.. 

Soon after the death of Mr^ Brattlej^ tile church in Cam* 
"ridffe chofe Mr. Appleton to fucceed him in the miniftry 5 
^d he was ordained its paftor, October 9, 17 17. On this 
^ccafion. Dr. Increafe Mather preached a fermon from, 
^phef. iv. 12, and gave the charge.^ Dr» Cotton Mather 
, ; gave 

He was one of the King's Council ; and» for more than twenty 
y^^ a Judge of Probate for the county of Eflex ; he was z man c^ 
^nd jiidgmenty and unimpeached integrity. It was remarked, th^ 
^^ring the long period in which he was m the Probate Office^ Uiere W9& 
^ver an appeal from his judgme^t.^ 
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gave tlie right liand of fellowihip ; and the Reverend 
Angler, of Watertown, and the Reverend Mr. Refers 
Ipfwich, joiaed with them in the inipofition of hands* ' 
faine year, in which he was ordained, he was ele£i:ed a 
low of Harvard Cdlege ; which office he fufiained at 
iixty years ;t and, by his ailiduous attention to its dui 
together with his prudent counfels, which were greatly 
fpeAed by the government of the univerfity, he effenti 
contributed to the interefts of that important femina 
As a teftimonial of the eiUmation of his academical fervi 
as well as of his theqk^cal charade, and public ufefuli 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, at the commencement 
1 77 1, conferred on him the degree of Doftor of Divip 
This degree was conferjjed by the Univerfity hut once ] 
vioufly to this ; and that was conferred on the Rei 
end Increafe Mather, about eichiy years before.* 

Dr. Appleton, if veneraWc for his age, was more vcn< 
ble for his piety. His religion, like bis whole charad 
was patriarchal. Bom in the laft century, and living 
nearly the clofe of this, he brought down with Iiim 
habits of " other times." In his drefs, in his manners 
his converfation, in his miniftry, he may be claffed v 
the Puritan minifters, of revered memory, who firft q 
to New-England» His natural temper was cheerful ; ' 
Ms habitual dieportment was. grave. Early confecratec 
God, and having a fixed predfileftion for the miniftry, 
was happily formed, by the union of good fenfe with d 
ferioufnefs, of enlightened zeal with confummate prudei 
for the paftoral ofl£:e. 

He preached the golpel with great plainnejs offpeechy \ 
with primitive fimplicity, i,efs concerned to pleafe, tl 
to inftruft and edify, he fhidioufly accommodated his 
courfijs to the nxeaneft capacity. To this end, he frequc 
ly borrowed fimflitudcs from famaiar, fometimes fr 

vulj 

f He refigned his Fellc^vfliip in 1779. 

X Prcfident Wadfworih, ipeaking of Mr. Appleton, fays : " I 1; 
often thought, it is a great favour not only to the Church and Tov] 
Cambridge, but alfo to the CoUege, and -therein to the whole Provi: 
that he i« fij^ed in tlx»t public pod and ft^tion, ajGjgned by Provldenc 
him.^' jPref^t^e to Th€ Wifdm tfG^ m tbf B,edemj>Uan of Mmi 

* Prefident Stilcs's Literary Diary. 



vulg^y dbjeS^ : but his aj^lication of them was fo perti- 
nent, and his utterance and his air were fp fcdemn, as t^ 
iyippteis levity, and filence criticifm, 

"^^ Dr, Appleton was pofie0e4 oi the learning of his time. 
Tlixe icripturi^ he read in the ori^nals« His expofition^ 
prie!tache4 in courfe on the iabbath, comprehended the 
w^^ole New Tellament, \\x^, prophecy of liaiah, and, I be** 
lie^ve* D.aniel, and fpme of the minor prophets. It was 
chiefly dqfigned to promote practical piety ; but on the 
proida^ical parJtiSt he diiiCcovered a continued attention, ex- 
tent of reaching, and depth of refearch, which come to the 
fhitf)e of but yery few^ He not only gave the Proteftant 
ccvafimidlQn^ but tha\;t of the Romilh expofitpr^, in order 
tQ if^ajatr Q^t ^^^ ikfefiks ctf the latter."* Ifc carefully 
'^yMh^ himfeltf of .^Kscial occurrences, whether profperoun 
or adverfe, whether ^iFedling individuals, families, his own 
Society, -or th^ commua^nty at large, to obtain a feridus at- 
tention to the truths and duties of religion ; and his dit 
comfes, on fuch pccailons, were peculiarly fplemn and imt 
preffive. Vigilantly attentive to the ftate of religion in 
Ms paftoral charge, he marked prevailing errors, and fins, 
^n4 pointed his admonitions and cautions againfi: them, 
^th in public and private, with confcientious yet difcreet 
fidelity. The difcipline of the church he maintained with 
parental tendernefs, and paftoral authority. The Commit- 
tee, for infpefting th^ manners of profeffing Chriftians, 
appointed originally by his dejfire, and perpetuated for 
^any years by his influence, evinces his care of the hon- 
^vir and interefl:s of the church, of which he was the con- 
ftituted'overfeer. So great was the aicendency which he 
Sained over his people, by his difcretion. and moderation, 
"y his oondcfcenfion and benevolence, by his fidelity and 
piety, that, while he lived, they regarded his counfels as 
oracular ; and, fince his death, they mention not his name 
but with profound regard arid veneratTon. 

His praife^ not confined to his own fociety, is in all the 
^^urcbes of New-England. In controverfial and difficult 
^^tfss, he was often applied to for advice, at ecdefiaftical 
^uncils. Impartial yet pacific, firm yet conciliatory, he 
^^as fpecially qualified for a counfellor j and in that char-t 
a6ter 

* James Windirop, Efquire. 



63 7%f Hi^OTj tf CMwridgi, 

after he materiaUy contributed to thie unity, the ipwf^-^^, 
and order of the churclies. With the wifdom of the \ 
pent he happily united the innocence of the dove. In 
religious principles, he was, like all his predecefibrs in th( 
miniftry, a Calvinift. Towards perfons, however, wh( 
were of diiFcrent principles, he was candid and catholic. 
*' Orthodoxy and Charity^* were his motto,* and he hap 

of both, in his miniftry, and'u 



pily exemplified the union 
his life. 

His public ufefulnefs, though diminifhed, for a few o 
his laft years, by the infirmities of age, did not entirely 
ccafe but with his life^ He died February 9, 1784, in th 
ninety-firft year of his age, and fixty-feventh of his r»ini% 

7: — and New-England can furniih ^rw, if any, inftanc^sg 
more uleful talents, and of mor© exemplary piety, ^ 
ted with a miniftry equally long and fucce&fiiL 

The baptifms of children, during his miniftry, were aoi 
of adults^ 



Admiffions to the fellpwfliip of the church - - 7^^ 

His publications are : 

The Wifdom of God In the Redemption of Ma^aa, 
i2mo. 1728 J 

Difcourfes on Roni;ans. viii. 14. i2mo. 1743 \ 

8 Funeral Sermons ; 

6 Ordination Sermons ; 

2. Thankfgiving Sermons ^ 

2 Faft SermQiiis. ; 

A Sermon, at the ArtUlery Eleftion, 1733 ; 

— — — at the General Eleftion, 1742 ; 

— — — Convention of Minifters, 1 743 ; 

. on the difference between a legal and ev*^*^ 

gelical righteoufnels, 1 749 ; 

. at the Bofton Le6hire, 1763 y 

agaiijft proph^ne Swearing, 1765. 

xy ^ 

* His portrait, taken bj- Copley, reprefents. him holding a volu^?*' 
of Dn Watts, entitled « Orthodoxy 4nd Charity/* This portn^A. 
which is fai^ to be an excellent likenefs^ i^ ]}0W in the pofleilion of VL^^ 
Appleton, reli(^ of the late Nathaniel Appleton, Efquire, who wa^ K 
very worthy and refpe^lable fon of the mimfter of Cambridge. It v^* 
refcued from the fire in Bqftpn, in 17941 in which Dn Appleton's MS^i, 
then in the hands of his fon, were confome^. 
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Dr. Appleton's Epitaph : 

Sub hoc marmore conduntur, 
i MARGARET conjuds fuae diledtiflunas rdiquib 
"Exainx viri mius reverend! 
NATHANIEL APPLETON, S. T. D. 

Chrifti ec^efisB 
Apud Cantabrigienfes primae 
Per Annos LXyn 
Paftoris 
iDodi, fidelis^ vigilantis, benevoli* 
Majoribus opibufque omatus. 
Sacrum hoc munus 
Omnibus aliis praeoptavit. . 
>i divini praeconis partes ianifte, fervidi, perfpicu^ 

Intejgritate eximia ^ 

Peregit. 

Principis Paftoris monitu incitatus 

Oves agnofque greris feduld pavitj 

Et circum^iEtavit. 

> Fiddes in Chrifto omnes, 

Quantumcunque a fe diverf^ fenferint, 

Amic^ complexus efti 

^bus Academids ex officio, fuifque familiaribus, 

Caute ac prudentSr invigilavit. 

Ab omnibus diledus et obfervatus^ 

Vixit,^ ; 

Et fpe refurgendi Chriftiana fufiultus^ 
In JESU obdormiit 
e Februarii nono, anno Chrifti MDCCLXXXIV, 

^Utis fuae XCli^ 

that he mtfe JhaU Jhhie as the hrightnefs of the firmament^ 
gr that turn many to rtghtewfmft as the ftart forever ami ever.* 

Mr. HILLIARD. 

Reverend Timothy Hilliaud wad born in Keit« 
I, New-Hampihire, in 1746 ; and, in 1760, entered 
-d CoUe^. ^^ ifis natural abilities were fuch, aii gave 
fistciUty m aconiring kh6M4edge ; and, while he was 
;ntyhe 9iiade tuch advances in the various branches 

of 
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of ufeful learnings aa hid the £eHiadatioif for that eminetii 
in his profeffion, to which he afterward attained."* — ^Wherm 
he entered the deik, h^ waa judged not only to have ^^ juR: 
views of the dodhines and precepts of Chriftianity,^' hxL^tz 
to have ^^ experienced their power and efficacy on his owe^ 
heart.'*— ^* His pulpit perfeirmances^ froW ^he ^rii, wer^ 
very acceptable/' wherever he was providentially called to 
preach the gofpel. - ■ ^ 

In 1768, he was appointed chaplaiti of CafUe William 9 
and, after officiating in that capacity a few months, he was 
deded a tutor in Harvard College. Havihg continuecd 
about two years and a half in the tutofflkip, ^^ the duties o£ 
which he difcharged with diligence and fidelity,'' he wa^ 
invited to fettle in the miniftry at Barnftable ; where h.c 
was ordained, April 10, 1771. *^ He continued his miniiT- 
try in that place about twdve yekrs^ and was in high efteexn 
among his people, both for his preaching, and for all his 
parochial condud: ; at the fame time he was. greatly valued 
in all that part of the country. He loved the work of the 
miniftry, and was faithful in the difcharge of all its duties.'' 

Finding his health materially injured by the fea air, lie 
was, at length, conftrained to remove from Barnftable.t 
On the confirnlation of his healthy by a change of aiVf 
he became cs^able of refuming the public fervices of tlis 
miniftry ; and) after preaching a (hort time at Cambridge, 
was invited to the paftoral charge, as colleague with the 
aged and venerable Dr. Appleton^ He accepted the invi- 
tation, and was inftalled, cfeober 27, 1783. On this 00 
calion, he preached a fermon fronv Titus, ii. 15 ; the Rev- 
erend Dr. Cooper, of Bofton, gave the charge ; and the 
Reverend Mr* Cufhitig^ of Waltham, gave the right hand 
of fellowfhip. 

Placed, by Frovidcfncey in thisr confpicuous fittitioii^ bis 

fphcre 

♦ Prefident Willard's Sermofii at the ftraetul of Mr. Hilliard ; frow 
xnrhich this charader is feleded. The Prefident was contemporary with 
Mr. Hilliard as a ftudent* And t tntof, GiAd hod << a peculiar ittdioacr 
vrixb himy for many years.'' 

t *^ The air in this town in aSeAed \fY <&• Heighboziiood of the fit 
on each fidcy from which it derives a daxnpnefs and frequently a chill 
ifrhich is difagreeabky if not unfriendly to tender nerves.'* The fiifiv* 
Mr. MeHen's defcription of Barnftable, in the colteAiob^ of tfae HiftOit- 
etf Society^ III. 12. 
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Ibtf e 0^ ^^^Inefs became much enlarged, his labours be« 
^ now extended to the Univcrfity.t For this new 
nere he was peculiarly qualified. *' tfis pulpit talents 
^re excellent. He was pleafing iii his elocution. In 
atyer he was exceeded by few, bdng ready in his utter- 
Lcre, pertinent on every occafioii, and devotional in his 
3Jiner» His difcourfes from the defk were never fucfa as 
^^d be faid to have coii him nothing, but were well fiu* 
ed, pure in the diftion, refdete with'judidous fentiments, 
early and met;hodically arranged, inftruftive, ferious, 
■a.'dlical, and truly .evangelical ; fo that his public fervices 
ere ufeful and edifying to dl ranks of men, both learned, 
i<i unlearned." He was ^* ever viewed by the Govern- 
rs of the Univerfity, as an excellent moddfbr the youth 
nddr their care, who were defigned for thedeflc ; and they 
dnfidered his introduAion into this pariih, a moft happy 
vent.^* 

^Though h^ was diligent in acquiring ufeful knowledge, 
a its various branches ; yet he principally devoted him- 
Hf, as became his j^ofeflion, to the ftudy of theology. 
** In the treatment of difficult points in divinity, he was 
rational and perfpicuous ) but he was not frequent in 
handlixig fubjefts of doubtful difputation. To inculcate 
r^entance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
md a hearty conforniity to the praftical precepts of the 
R)^, he confidered of the firft importance ; and fuch was 
8te general tenor of his preaching.*' 

To the fick and afflifted he was tenderly attentive. 
^ IBs mind was formed to fympathy and goodnels ; be- 
^(dcnce was in his heart ; the law of kindnefs in his 
tongue ; and he was always ready, by day and by night, 
to ferve his flock.'* He was amiable in his temper, pru- 
dent and conciliatory in his deportment. 

Though firm in the maintenance of his own religious 
Antitnents, he was " eminently candid^ and ready to em- 
brace dl good men.'* In public and in private life, he was 
exemplary for virtue and piety. 

Hw miniftrations were very acceptable to the churches ^n 
the vicinity of Cambridge. " His excellent talents and 

miniftcrial 

«.— »— - .,■,.,.,.— 

"J Everfince the fouj^^tiopi of ^arv^rd College, jts officers ani ftu- 
lents have attended pui3lic worfhip in die firft church in Cambndjj;c. 

K IVol vii.] 
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minillerial qualifications became more and mo«^ known i 
and his reputation was increaiing," till his death. tx%^ ^n^ 
" frequently employed in eccleuafiical councils, and had 
much weight and influence in them." — ^His printed fer-* 
mons did him " much honour." — ^^ There was no minit 
ter among us," faid Prefident Willard, ** of his ftancDnj^ 
who, perhaps, had a fairer profped of becoming extenfivC' 
ly u&ful to the churches of Chrift in this Commonwealth." 

" He was peculiarly engaged in promoting the interefts 
of the Univerfity in this place, of which he was a watchful 
Governor. He was conftantly feeking its utility and fame, 
and was an attentive and adive member of that branch of 
its legiflature to which he belonged ; and his judgment 
was iUways of weight. 

" Formed by nature with a delicate fenfibility, kindnds 
of heart and gentleneis of manners, and endowed with a 
good underftanding, a ready mind, relpeftable acquire* 
ments, and a facility and pertinency in conveying his fen- 
timents upon every occaiion, his company was pleafing* 
and his converfation improving. His fdcial intercourfe 
with his brethren in the miniftry was always agreeable, and 
he gained their univerfal love and eflieem." 

In his laft illnefs, which was very fliort, he vras fupportcd 
by the Chriftian hope, which gave him a religious luperi- 
ority to the fear of death. Juft before he expired, " he 
exprefled his full confidence in God, and faid that he en- 
joyed thofc confolations, which he had endeavoured to ad- 
minifter to others. He mentioned his flock with aflFeSion, 
and obferved, with grateful fatisfaftion, That he had ^ 
Jhunned to declare to them the whole counfel of God^ having ieft 
nothing back through fear^ or any ftnijler *uiews.^* He dice 
on the Lord's-day morning. May 9^ 1790, in the forty- 
fourth year of his age. 
His publications are : 

A Sermon at a Public Faft } « 

at the Ordination of the Rev. Bezak» 

Howard, at Springfield ; 

' at the Ordination of the Rev. 'John A^' 

drews, at Newburyport ; 

■'■ at the Execution of White and others, *^ 

Cambridge ; 

■ at the Dudleian Ledhire. 5^* 
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Mr» Hilliard's Epitaph* 

In Memory 

of 

The Reverend Timothy Hilliard, A. M. 

Who 

For more than twelve years, was a gofpel Minifter 

Of the firft church of Chrift 

In Barnftable, 

And for more than fix years. 

Broke the bread of Kfe to the Chriftian fociety 

In this place. 

Having been, in private life. 

Cheerful, sfiable, courteous, amiable. 

In his minifterial character, 

Inftruftive, furious, folemn, faithful. 

In full belief of the truths he preached to others, 

. Bs fell afleep in Jefus, May ix, mdccxc, 

In the XLiv*^, year of his age, 

In the Chriftian hope 

Of rifing again 
To ETERNAL LIFE. 
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This monument was eredled by the bereaved affedionate flock 

MDCCXC. 

t Review of the military operations in North- 
America, from the commencement of the French 
hostilities on the frontiers of virginia in 1 753, 

to THE SURRENDER OF OsWEGO, ON THE I4TH OP 

August, 1756 j in a Letter* to a Nobleman. 

terfperfed with various oblbrvations, charadters^ and anecdotes ; neceffary to 
give light into the condudt of American tranfaftions in general, and more 
cQ)eci2dly into the political management at affairs in New-York, 

My Lord, 
Esteem myfelf highly honoured, when you rcqueft 
^ of me, a full account of the rife, progrefs, and prefent 
ite, of the military operations in North- America ; with 
juft delineation of the charafters erf the principal agents 
I our political affairs. Indeed, my Lord, you impofe a 
it that will require a volume, rather than a letter. As 

your 

This valuable Letter is faid to have been |vrltten by the late Gov* LiviogAoDj tod hil 
^^h MeiTrs. W. Smith aod Scott, lawyers, New-York, 
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your Lordfhip's defire, howcrer^ fliall always -^rry with, 
xne the force of a command, I will engage in it witu <b^^ 
utmoft chcerfulnefs. Forgive me, my Lord, for faying E 
have a ftill fironger motive for compoung thefe fheets, tharm. 
a mere compliance with your Lordmip's requeft ; to whict^ 
I would ever pay the profoundeft regard, When X reflet 
upon your emment ftation — ^yoiir excelling abilities^ — youar 
warm and aftive zeal, for the intereft and welfare ot thci 
Britifli colonies ; I am prompted by an unfeigned defire ajF 
fervinff my country j and fetting before your Lordfhip^s 
eyes Truth, in her plain undifguifed habiliments : % 
would ftrip her of all that ddufive colouring, with whidi 
ihe hath been artfully yarniihec!^ by letterrwnters from thi^ 
part of the world ; either to fubferye fbme mean, iinifter, 
party deiign,. or tq promote the views of fome afpiring and 
ambitious minds. Candour and integrity {hall therefore 
guide my pen j and amidft the variety with which it is my 
purpofe to prefent yot|i: Lordlhip, it ftiall be my taicred 
endeavour, to the befl of my knowledge, to ^ttadi myfidf 
to the ftrifteft — ^the moft impartial verity. 

The American colonies, I foeak it with fubmiffion, my 
Lord, were too long neglefted by their mother country } 
thou|;fa loudly dehiakiding het patronage and affiftimce. 
Thofe, on the continent, require her peculiar notice ; They 
m^ be tnacie an inexhauftible magazine of wealth ; and it 
furoffed to JFafl into thfe haAdfe of the French, fuch willl* 
the acceffion to theiir ali^dy extended conimerce and ma- 
rih'e ftrtngth, that Great-Britain muft not only Idfe her 
former luftre, but, dreadful even in thought ! ccrfe to be 
any longer an independent power. Nay, fliouki every 
other fchemc faH, the fucefefe bf this will iil'evitaWy ^cam 
pK2^ the long-projefted defign of that afpiring nation, fcr 
fetting up an tJniverfal Mon^chy ; for, if France rule the 
ocean, her refources will enable her to fubjeft all Eur^ 
to her deipotip fway. But it is unnecel&'ry to Bflfer anf 
aigumcnts in fuppprt of a propdfition, of which the public 
i^eins .to remain no longer infenfible. Happy for us, to^ 
thefe Tentiments .prevailed earlier^ a;hd been more frequflrt* 
Jy.ihcuTcatcd ! 

The impbrtahce of the cbromes, my !Lard, was too IJl^ 
ronfi d c r cd, tiH the <:ommencement of the feft war. TH^ 

reduQion 
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ciuftion -?{ ^^P^ Breton by the people of Ncw-England, 
3P^«H sicquUition fq une^>eded and fortunate, that Amer- 
k became, on that remarkable event, a more general topic 
converfation. Mr. Shirley, the governor of the MaiTachu- 
.Xs Bay, was the principal projedor of that glorious en- 
rprize : An enterprize, which reduced to the obedience 

las Britannick Majefty, the Dunkirk of North- Ameri- 
p Of fuch coxifequence to the French, was the pofreilion 

that important key to their American fettlements, that 
. reftitution was, in reality, the purchafe of the lafi gen- 
sd Peace in Europet 
Of all our plantation governors, my Lord, Mr. Shirley 

xnoft difiinguiihed for his fing^ular abilities. He was 
irn in England, and bred up to the law, at one of thQ 
lAs Qf Court. In that profeffion, he afterwards pradifed, 
^t ifveral years, in the Mafiachufetts Bay : and, in 1741, 
=28 advanced by his Majefty to the fupreme ccnnmand of 
lat colony. I^ is a gentleman of great political fagacity, 
eq> penetration, and indefatigable indufiry. With re- 
)ed to the wifdom and eqmty of his adminiftration, he 
m boafk the univerfal fufirage of a wife, free, jealous, and 
iK)ral people. Though not bred to arms, he is eminently 
Kifleflbi of thefe important military virtues. An extent of 
3q[Kidty to form and execute great deiigns ; profound fe- 
3fefy ; love of regularity and difcipline y a frugal and 
abcnious manner of living ; with the art of conciliating 
fae afibSiions ; a talent which Hannibal admired in Pyrr« 
^^ above all the reft of his martial accompliihments. In 
ke firft of thefe great qualities, Mr. Shirley is univerfally 
^owledged to ihine : and it is, in reality, more eftima^ 
fci than afl other military endowments without it ; con- 
^g, to u£e the words of that difcerning hiftorian Mr, 
^dlin, " in having great views ; in forming flans at a dif- 
^ tmce ; in propofing a defign^from which the author never de^ 
^ farts ; in concerting all the m^afures necejffary for itsfuccefs ; 
' in inowing horn to feize the favourable moments of. occqfionj 
* y)hich are rapid in their courfe^ and never return ; to make 
' evenfudden and unforefeen accidents fubfervient to a plan ; in 
^ a wordy to be upon the watch again/i every things without be^ 
^ ing perplexed and difconcerted by any event.^* But, whether 
t anfes from his being io hx advanced in years, or from 

his 
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his conftitutional difpofition and make, he has iiw> , \^ m* 
opinion, that acHvity and alertnefs fo conducive to wariih^ 
expedition ; and on which the fuccefs of an cnterprize fr^ 
quently depends* This was one of the charadteriftics oi 
Braddock ; a commander, vigorous in executing, as Mir. 
Shirley, judicious in contriving a plan— yjrf non omnia pojffie^ 
mus omnes — and 'tis eafier, my Lord, to find active hands^ 
than able heads. No man perhaps in the nation has bc- 
ftowed more attention upon the ftate of the colonies ijx 
general : and having their intereft fincerdy at heart, he has 
been perpetually concerting expedients, advancive of their^ 
profperity, and to check the views of an all-grafpine Mon- 
arch, Upon the reduftion of Louifburgh, he earneftly ro- 
commended to his Majefty's minifter, the demolitioa o£ 
that fortreis, and an expedition againft the French fettle- 
ments in Canada. The reafons why he fucceeded in 
neither of thefe propofals, I cannot take upon me to affign. 
His Majefty, however, fenfible of his fervices, gave him a re- 
^ment in 1 746 ; and upon the conclufion of th^ pegce of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, fent him as one of the Britifh commiflaries 
to Paris, for fettling the controverted limits between the two 
Crowns in America. Amidft all the fplendors and delicacies 
of Verfailles, he forgot neither Our intereft, nor His duty. 
As a proof of his integrity and diligence, during that firuit- 
kfi embafly, one need only perufe thefe judicious and labo- 
rious memorials, in fupport of his Majefty*s right to Nova^ 
Scotia, which were principally framed by him ; and latdy 
publifhed by order of the Lords of Trade, as a full exhibit ot 
our title to that part of America. When no fatisfa£tion could» 
in this way, be obtained from the Court of France ; which 
was artfully endeavouring to fpin out the negociation, and 
at the fame time fortifying the places in queftion, as well a^ 
making new acquifitions ; the Britifli commiflaries retired 
from the French Court, and Mr. Shirley refumed his gov* 
ernment in New-England in Auguft 1753. 

The French, jealous of the gro^i:h of the Englifh cok>' 
nies, were now meditating all poflible arts to diftrefs thcjn> 
2md extend the limits of their own frontier. The marqui^' 
Du Quefhe, an enterprifing genius, was at this time inveft- 
cd vnxh the fupreme command of New France. Our 
provinces were quickly alarmed by the French fettlement^ 

whicl* 
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w^hich he *^^s year began on the banks of the Ohio. Vir* 
Qi^ia, appearing mote immediately concerned, Mr. Dinwid- 
dle* wrote, on the 31ft of Oftober, to the commandant of 
the French forces there, complaining of fundry late hoftili* 
ties : and defiring to know, by what authority an armed 
force had marched from Canada, and invaded a territory in* 
dubitably the right of his Britannick Majefty. Major Wafli- 
ington, a gentleman of whom I fliall have occafion in the 
fequel to make honourable mention, was the bearer of this 
letter. He returned with an anfwer from Monf. Legardeur 
E>e St. Pierre, dated at the fort on Beuf River, 1 5th De- 
cember^ 1753 ; of which the following is an exaft tranfla- 

** AS t have the honour to cdnimand here in chiefs Mr. 

Wajhington delivered me the letter^ which you dire^led to the 

commandant of the French troops. IJhould have been pleafed 
** tfyou had given him orders^ or if he himfelf had been difpofed^ 
"* to vifit Canada and our general ; to whom, rather than to me^ 
*' it properly appertains to demonfirate the reality of the King my 
** mafter^s rights to lands Jttuated along the Ohioj and to difpute 
** the pretenftons of the King of Great- iSritain in that refpcil. 

** I Jhall immediately forward your letter to Monf Le Mar^ 
** quis Du Quefne. His anfwer will be a law to me : and if he 

direffs me to communicate it to you^ I ajfure you^ Sir^ I Jhall 

TiegleSi nothing that may be necejfary to convey it to you with 
** ei^edition. 

** As to the requijition you make (that I retire with the troops 
** tmder my command J I cannot believe myfelf under any obliga-^ 
^ iim to fubmit to it. 1 am here^ in virtue of my generaVs or'^ 
** ders ; and I beg^ Sir^ you would not doubt a moment of my 
^Jixed refolution to conform to them, with all the exaditude and 
^ Jieadinefs that might be expe^ed from a better officer. 

*' / do not know that^ in the courfe of this campaign^ any thing 
** has paffed that can be efteemed an a6l of hojiility^ or contrary 
** to the treaties fubftjling between the two Crowns ; the continu-- 
^^ ction of which is as interejiing andplea/ing to us^ as it can be 
^* to the Englijh. If it had been agreeable to you, Sir^ in this 
'^ rejpedj to have made a particular detail ofthefa£ls which oc-^ 
'* cajion your complaint, IJhould have had the honour of anfwer^ 
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** mg you in the mojl explicit manner ; and I am perj\^4^^ ^j^ 
^ wtmld have had reafm to befatisfied. 

** / have taken particular care to reaiije Mn Wajhinpork 
*' vnth all the diJHnSKon fuitable to your dignity^ and to his quais^ 
*' ity and great merit. I flatter myfelf that he will do rrie fWir 
^^jufliccj and join with me in teftifying the pr (found refped ^i{jb 
^ which I am, ''SIR, 

•* Tour moft humble and 
^' moft obedient Servatttj 

« Legardeur De St. JPierre.^^ 

On the rccdpt of this rcfolute anfwer, Mr. Dkmidditf 
made inftant complaint to the Court of Great-Britain ; 
and by alarming fpeeches laboured to roufe the Virgin- 
ians into a vigorous oppoiition. He wrote alio to thi 
neighbouring governors, importuning the aid of the other 
colonies, for repelling the invafion^ smd erecting a fort at 
the confluence of the Ohio and Monongahela. An inuuG'' 
diate junction in fuch measures becanpie abfolutdy reqiufitif - 
for our common fecurity. But the colonies, ,a)as ! weti 
funk into a profound lethargy ; and, refigned to ihipi^tf 
and flumbering, appeared in&niible of the threaten^ipg dsui'' . 
ger^ They contemned the power of Canada ; cpnGdied i> 
the number of their inhabitants ; inattentive w:ere they t^ ; 
the inconveniencies of an endleis frontier ; and, h^ fkoxt/^ '; 
tirely unacquainted with the fituation of the inland cQUjxjTf' \ 
The waters of the Ohio, before this period^ were fqumiy ; 
jknown, fave to a few Indian traders ; and the gener^jp^ < 
deemed thofe French iettlements too remote to be theplf* ' 
jed of dread, and a matter of iniignificant moment. J^ \ 
cordingiy^ when apf^cation was made for jCuccchus Mf j 
Virginia, conformable to diredions from the miniftry, fiaOMl 
of our provincial aflfemblics, particularly thofe of Pemrfyl^* 

joia* and New-York,t^eemed even to qucftion his M^ys&f^ 

titk 
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♦ ** You would not admit, that the French encroachments and ibrp«* 
•* fications on the Ohio were within our limft?, or his Majefty's floflrio* 
'•* ions, thereby Jeeking an ezcuie to tiToid tlotng what was reqntreti o» 
** jaxiJ* Gov. Morrises -nufage to the ojfmMf ff 

Pennfylvanla^ 22 Nov. IJSS* 

f 'Tt appears, hj other papers jojav Honour tw been plctfcrf t^ 
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k to ^^ Ji^uids ufurped by the French. Others, to avoid 
ciT ffiare in the burden, framed the moft trii^nff excufes. 
itsr-York, however^ voted >C-5^oo currency in aid of Vir- 
aa ; ivhich, coniideting her own fituation^ and approach- 
r^firefi, was no ungenerous contribution4 , 
rhe Virgiiiians nevertheleis proceeded in their refolu- 
B of mircbmg a body of troops to the protection of 
ir frontiers : and pafled an aft in February, 1754, for 
Bng £. 1 0,060 ffid jdo men; The command was given 
Cof. Wafhhigton, a young gentleman of great bravery 
9 diftinglnih^d merit. By ms Majefij's mredtion, two 
the regular independent companies of foot at New- York 
re of (kred to the frontier of that dominion. They em- 
rked ht Virgitiia on board the Centaur man of war ; 
iitfi unfonunatdy did not filil from thence till the mid- 
■ 6f Juiie, and cairi^d' the tti6ney before mentioned to 
» a^ance c^ that cblony« 

tSok Wafiungton be^ut his march, at the held of his lit- 
; Any, zhimt tM m of May. On the 28th he h^ a 
ilMib! with tKd enemy, of Vtrhom ten Wei'e fflairi, and 
out twenty niade prifoners. But this publick-ipirited of- 
er fc>on experienced a reverfe of fortune. Waiting for 
rther reiniorcenieiits, he was alarmed with an account, 
^ 900 French' and 20b Indians ^ere advancing from the 
iib ;. who adcordingly ih two days Isiftd:* came up, and 
ieaop^ment immediately eiifued. Our troops were but 
undful compared to the number of the enemy, confift- 
J Only of about three hundred effeftive meti. After a 
ptxms refiftahce for three houris, in which it was faid 
air two hundred 6t thd l^rehch and thdr Indian allies 
[le flain ; CoJ. Waihington, obfcrvmg the great fuperi- 
itydf the enemyj who now began to hem him in on all 

quarters, 

ionununicate to us, Uiat the French have t^uilt a fort at a place called 
i^ French Creek, at a confiderable difta.nce from the river Ohio, 
■^tich may, but does not by any evidence or information appear to' 
»ffto be an invafion of any of his Majefty's colonies." 

Addreff cf the genera! ajfemhly to J/icut* Gtrct 
De La>7cn\ 23 ^/r/7» 17^4* 

* The' third of Julp 
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quarters, found himfelf under an abfolute necelliv^ ^s jj^^^ 
mitting to the difagreeable terms that were offered him.t 

In this aftion we had thirty killed and fifty wounded. 
The French were obferved to be affifted by a confiderahle 
number of Indians, who had been long in the Englifh alli- 
ance : Not a few of them were known to be Delawares, 
Shawanefe, and of the Six Nations** On the furrender of 

our 

t T6e terins cf capitulation granted by Monf. De Villiery captain and cont' 
ff/ander of the Infantry of hii Mqft Chrijiian Majejiy^ to thofe Englifh ' 
troops aiiually in Fort Necejfity^ luhich is built on the land of the kin^s do* 
nrinionsm 

AS our intentions have never been to trouble the peace and harmony 
which reigns between the two princes in amity, but only to revenge tkic 
aiTafflnation which has been done on one of our officers, bearer ofa fta-- 
lion, as appears by his writing ; as alfo to hinder any eftabliflinicnt on 
the lands m the dominions of the king my mafter ; upon thefe confide r- 
ations, we are willing to grant prote(?tion and' favour to all the £nglif1i: 
that are in the faid fort, upon the conditions hereafter mentioned. 

Article I. We grant the Englifli commander, to retire with all txts- 
ffanifon, and to return peaceably into his own country ; and promife to 
hinder his receiving any tnfults from us French, and to reftrain, as mizci. 
as (hall be in our power, the favages that aiie with. us. 

Art. II. That the Englifli be permitted to march out, and carry 
cvery-thing with them, except the artillery, which we keep. 

Art. III. That we will allow the Englifh all the honours of war $ 
tnd that they fhall march out with drums beating, and with a fwivcl 
gan ; — ^that we are willing to fhew that we treat them as friends. |'' 

Art. IV. That as foon as the articles are figned by both parties^f 
they ftrike the Englifh coloirrs. 

Art. V. That to-morrow, at break of day, a detachment of tb^ 
French fhall make the garrifon file off, and take pofTeffion of the fort • 
And as the Englifh have a few horfes or oxen, they are free to hi<Jc 
their cffefts, and come and fearch for them when they have met their 
horles : And that they may for this end have guardians, in what matf** 
ncr they pleafe, upon condition that they will give their,^word of honour^* 
not to work upon any building in this place, or in any part this fide the 
mountains, during a year,, to be accounted from this day. And as ibc 
.' Englifh have now in their power an officer, two cadets, and mofl of tbc 
prifoners made in the afTaffination of Sieur Defamonville, that they 
promife to fend them back to the Fort De Du Quefne, fituate on the 
Fine River : And for the fecurity of this article, as well as this treaty* 
Meff. Jacob Van Bracham and Robert Stobo, both captains, fhall he 
put as hoftages, till the arrival of the Canadians and French above- 
mentioned. We oblige ourfelves, on our fide, to give an efcort to re- 
turn in fafety thefe two officers ; a duplicate being made upon or of tb^ 
pofl of our blockade. July 3, 1754* 

* They arc called Mingoes by the fouthem Indians. 
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our e^^t<^^ f^ ^^ o^^^ ^o P^Uaging the baggage and 

Sroviiions ; and not content with this, they afterwards 
lot ibme of the horfes and cattle, and fcalped two of the 
wounded.f 
" Againft this condud, Col, Wafhington remonftrated, but 
all his arguments made but little impreflion upon them* 
The Canadians delight in blood ; and in barbarity exceed, 
if poflible, the very favages themfelves. Thus the French 
remained mafters of the field ; the Indians were riveted in 
their.defection ; his Majefty*s arms unfuccefsful ; and our 
frontiers expofed, through the ill-timed parfimony of the 
provinces. The enemy, on the other hand, wifely im- 
proved the prefent advantage, and erefted forts, to fecure 
to themfelves the quiet poueffion of that fertile country. 
How evident then was the neceffity of uniting the power of 
the Britifh colonies ! The expediency of a plan for that 
purpofe had been before confidered. Some meafures feem- 
cd alfo abfolutely requifite for fupporting our Indian inter- 
eft, and preventing their total dedenfion, 

-Accordingly, agreeable to his Majefly's orders, the 14th 

^ June was appointed for a grand congrefs of commifla- 

lies from the feveral provinces, to be held at Albany, as 

well to treat with the Six Nations, as to concert a fdheme 

for a general union of the Britiih colonies. Meffengers 

Iliad been difpatched to the Indian caftles| to requeft their 

attendance ; but they did not arrive till the latter end of 

the month ; and the Mohawks, who live but 40 miles dif- 

tant, came in laft. This ocQifioned various fpecula* 

tions : fome imputed it to fear ; left the French, in their 

ibfence, fliould fall upon their countries : Others to art, 

ittiagining that by exciting our jealoufy of their waverinj 

difpofition, at fo critical a junfture, the more liberal woul( 

be the prefents made them by the feveral governments. 

Not a few thought it an artifice of Mr. Johnfon^s, who ex- 

j pcfting to rife into importance, from the reputation of a 

I • mighty 

t Among other infra(5lions of the capitulation, the definition of the 
«oftor's box ought not to be forgotten ; by which means our wounded 
^ere barbaroufly diftrefled. 

See Col. Innes*s letter of 12 July, 1754. 

X The Indians call their villageS| which are only furrounded witb 
P^Uifades, caftlcs, 



mi^ty influence over the ladians, kept thti^ e^.,,^ ^ 
pundual attiendanpe ; being very confident of a pufalidc yc« 
queft to himfidf hom the commii&Qners, to go up, ani 
hafien their pro^e&. There was the higheft evidence ei 
the like piece oi'upoUcy at an Indian treaty, during Mr. 
Clinton's adminiibraticm. The Indians however at kagth 
arrived, though fewer in number than was expcAed, et 
had beei) ufual on tho& folemn occafions. Hendrick, % 
noted Mohawk iachem/ apologized for the delay of that 
canton, in a fpeech to this ^SeA : ^^ There ivas (/aid be} an 
f ( interview /aJ9 fall, between CoL y^bn/on and the Six NatiiaSf 
^^ at Oncmdagiu Our brethren of the other nations reponlei^ 
^^ that bis fpeech to us was coruieped by the Mojbawks : Vk 
^^ tber^ete come la^, to prevent any grou^ for the repettiim 
^\ of fwcb fiand^s^ with regard ta the addrefs now to be mtub 
" lis by your Honour ^^' 

The Congreis having been c^Msned on the 1 8th of Jifnt^ 
were ready to treat with the Si3( Nations ; and on tlit 
29th, after fettling difputes between the commiffioners con* 
cerning rank ana precedence, Mr« Bel Lan^f y^ the Lieut 
Giovernor of Newr York, ad^refied hlmielf in a ^>e6ch to tht 
Indiians.-T-On lus right hancl, were Mefirs. Murray aii4 
Johnifon, two of the council of New-fYork \^ next to them, \ 
Meffirs. Wells, Hutchinfon, Ghanctter^ Partridge, ani^ \^or- ; 
thington, commii^oners fpomtheMafiachiiieii^Bay.; tlu» 1 
the gentlemen from NewrHampflure, Meflis. Wifaiixl, Al- 
kinfon, Weare, and Sherburne. ; and kft on that iide, MefiH^ 
itiopkins and Howard, commiifioners of Rhode-Ifland. Oi^ , 
his left were, feated, Mefirs. Chambers and Smith, two 
other of his Majefty's council for New^York ;. then tlia 
Connecticut commiSioners, Lieutenant-Governor Pitkiii, 
Major Woolcot, ancl Col. Wiliiams ; aft^r. them, Mefljrik 
Peim, Peters, Norris, and Franklin, from Pennfylvania ^ 
and hJEb of all, GoL Tafker and Maj. Barnes, from Maryland^ 

The treaty, was conduced wim great fblenmity. Tlic 
IwHans appeared well pleafed with the prefents from the 
feveral gQvernments ; which, compared to former dona;^ 
tigps, 3»ittounted. to an immenfe yaljj^ : But vfx their ant. 

* A fiichem 13 a warrior, an4 a man of an eftabliflicd reputation for 
his wifdom and bravery, among thf Indians. ^ 



fy^^ .,...rtininftte4 upon us ths defintion of our fort J at 
sftaratoga the laft war ; latnentfld the defencelels condition 
of our frontier dty of Albany ; and extolled the better 
jBondud of the French, in fortifying and maintaining their 
garrifena. 

The Indiana being difnii0ed, the conferences were con- 
^ued till the nth of July. The commii&on^s were, 
iKith for abilities and fortune, ibme of the moft confident 
bk men in North. America. The fpeakers, however, were 
Bot many ; hut of thpfe who fpoke, ibme delivered them- 
jehres with Angular energy and eloquence. All were in* 
flamicd wiith a patriot fpint, and the debates were nervous 
and pathetic. This auenibly, my Lord, might very prop- 
arly be compared \o one of the andent Greek conyent&ms, 
far fupportin^ their expiring liberty s^^ainft the power of 
the Periian empire, or that Lewis of Greece, PhiHp of 
MacedoB. In the coivclufion, a plan was concerted for a 
geoeral union of the Britsfli colonies, and creating a com- 
mon fund to defray all military expences ; and a reprefen- 
tation of their pre&nt ftate drawn up ; which were agreed 
to be hid before the King's minifiers. Some of the gov- 
amments have neverthdkis declared themfelves averfe to 
this icheipe ; though approved at the time by every tnem^ 
b«F of thg congreis, except Mr. De Lancey. Unaccounta- 
b^ was the conduft of this gentlenun to feveral of the 
fNKyvuicial d^iuties. But thoic who were beft acquaint- 
ed with lus charader and love of fway, afcribed his aver- 
fion |rom the plan, to an apprehenfiop, that fhould the 
hme talse place, the fupreme officer, who agreeably to it 
Was to prefide in the grand council of deputies from the 
re^dive colonies, would moft probably be the TOVemor 
joi the M^tflachufetts Bay : An apprehenfion, whid^ repref- 
fiad bis own ai^iring views ; and it was imagined,' ftuA;^ 
lunt with unfyea^bk chagrin. 

As the Lieutenant-Governor will appear, in the courfe 
of this letter, to bear a principal part in our public tranfac- 
lions, it will be neceffary, before I proceed any farther, to 
prefent your Lordlhip with his pidure at full leogth. 

Without 

■ ' f I ■■ I j y I » I ■ I ; » !■ I I |l II II .1111 i n mmm^f 

i Upon the difbanding of the forces raifed for the Canada expedition 
in 1 746, and the afTembly's difinclination to garrifon it, the forti by- 
order of Mr. Clinton, was burnt and abandoned! / ^ 
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Without an intimate knowledge of that gentleman b ^i£^f^^ 
ry and genius, it will be impomble to comprehend his. con- 
duct, or trace his adions, to their genuine fource. 

He is the eldeft branch of one of the firft families in the 
province. His father, a French refugee, a gentleman of 
difiinffuiihed rank in this city, and who here acquired a 
large fortune, fent him for his education to the Univerfity 
of . Cambridge. He was a youth of prompt parts, and 
made a conuderable progrefs in learning, efpecially in the 
daffies. In the year 1729, he was, by Governor Mont-r 
gQm«-y's recommendation, created one of his Majefty's 
council of New- York ; but never engaged the public at- 
tention, till the time of Mr. Cofby. He became then very 
famous. With this governor he took part in moft or aU 
e£ his meafures ; meafures extremely arbitrary, and pro^ 
^udtive of an adminifiration odious and turbulent. Coftnr^ 
in return for his minifterial fervices, loaded him with nt-* 
vours. Depoiipg Chief Juftice Morris (the main oUbide to 
his pe]:ilous projects) he raifed him to the firft feat on th.^ 
bench.* But though his excellency had the difpofition €3^ 
offices, he could by no means delegate the affeftions of thi^ 
people. Accordingly, our poUtician was equally honoureii 
and defpifed. He enjoyed the fmilcs of the governor, 
which loaded him with the.curfes of the people ; ' was ca^ 
refied by the former, and bv the latter abhorred. Cofby 
leaving a fucceffor capable of governing without a promp-^ 
tcr, the chief juftice found it neceflary to deface the meai- 
ory of his former conduct, by cultivating the arts of popu- 
larity. Mr. Clarke, who fucceeded,t being perfe<My matter 
of' our conftitution, a gentleman of experience and penetra-^ 
tioB, and intimately acquainted with the temper of tb^ 
people, in a Ihort time reconciled all parties ; and by reftor- 
mg the public tranquillity, rendered Mr. De Lancey's plod" 
ding abiUties utterly ufelefs. Hence he was at full lofurc 
to court the populace. Suddenly he became transformed 
into a patriot ; and, ftrange to relate ! without a fingle a<9^ 

of 

* Mr. Dc Lancey was not educated to the law ; but having {petit 
fome timey after his return from England, in the ftudy of that fciencc, 
Gov. Montgomery appointed him fecond judge of the fupreme Court of 
Judicature. 

f In Mawh, 1736, 
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qX j^^xtMOim. His uncommon vivacity, with the fian* 
biance of afiability and eafe ; his adroitnc^ at a jeft, with 
a fliew of condefcenfion to his inferiors, wonderrally fadl-* 
itated his progrefs. Thefe plaufible arts, together with his 
influence as chief juftice, and a vaft perfonal efiate at ufe, 
all confpired to fecure his popular triumph. To eftabliflt 
fuch an undue power, and amazing influence, would, in a 
Grecian commonwealth, have expofed a man of le& ambi-* 
tion and better principles to the oftracifm. Mr. Clarke 
bdng fuperfeded by Governor Clinton,* Mr. De Lancey 
was prefented with a frefli opportunity for the exhibition 
of his political genius. Mr. Clinton, a gentleman of but 
indifierent parts, wholly refigned himfetf into his handstr 
Contenting himfelf with the title and falary of governor^ 
he left the fole direftion of affairs to his minifter, who, by 
virtue of his late acquired omnipotence with the aflembly, 
caxried all his points, and even endeared him to the people*. 
riiis intimacy fubfifted no longer than it was found con- 
diadve to his defigns. Having obtained from Mr. Clintoa 
2L xicw commiffion for his office of chief juftice during good 
h^Amviour ; and flattering himfelf with the hopes of anothery 
Pinpointing him heutenant-governor, through the intereft 
^f his friends in England, he cared not how foon his cx-^ 
cellency abdicated the province, nor how tempeftuous he 
rendered his adminiftration ; and was therefore prepared 
for an open rupture. He no fooner thought himfelf capa- 
Wc of afting independently of the governor, than, tike 
Sixtus Quintus, who threw afide his crutches the moment 
^f his eiialtation to the popedom, he put off all that hum- 
We devotion, by which he had fo fatally deceived his too 
credulous mafter, and openly fet himfelf at defiance againfl: 
^im. Now he began to diftate, rather than advife : and, 
inftead of Sejanus, chofe to be Tiberius himfelf. Dining 
pne day with Mr. Clinton, and infilling upon fome favour- 
ite point with great imperioufnefs, the governor, who had 
l^itherto very .cordially fuffered himfelf to be led, refufed 
^n this occafion to be driven. The Chief Juftice then arofe 
^d left him ; declaring, with an oath, he would make his 
^miniflxation uneafy for the future : His Excellency re- 
plied, he might do his worft. Thus they parted ; nor were 
^_ ever 

* Mr. Clinton arrived as governor, 22 Sept. 1743* 
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ever afterwaxds reconciled* Thisbreadi gave' rue xu ^^ 
contentions, wiiicb fo unhappily embro^ed our proTto^ 
a&srs, during tike remainder of his adiziimftnttion^ The 
ailemUy were infiantly in&xmcd*. He who before haki been 
able to make them connive at very nn^irftifiabfe fteps,. cotdd 
at once fiir up sni oppofition to the mofl: uiieSLeeptionable 
mcafures^ Remorvftrances, warm and virulent, were how 
drawn up y unworthy their own dimity to off<^, asnd 16^ 
plete vni^ the grofieft language to lus Majefty's reprefenCai-t 
tive. Thus was farmed igarnft Mr. CliMon a powerfd 
party, whkh cealed not, while he continued at the helnr, 
ta hara& and perplex biaiw T^ fuch asn exorbit2tnt Igrj^ 
didi tkey carry their oppofiiticn, as to throw off the refitraorf 
of humanity : They had erven recourfe to force and vio- 
lence. Nay, a partifan of the CMef Jufiice, in defiance of 
the facred rights of the magiflaracy and the law, to ihcw 
hig refentment againft Mr^ Clinton and Ins adhereriits, 2£j 
feulted the mayor ; whipped the flieriff ; dkmned the Gw- 
emoi" ;- and ftabbed hist phyfidan. My LordyWe became 
the fport anjd contempt of our neighouitis ; and it is- beyond 
contradiction, that Mr. De Lancey, by blowing up th6 
coals of contention, did the province more injury,: than be 
will be ever 2AA& to rq>air. Nor is there any reafoa to 
doubt, that the enormous power of this: gentleman, and the 
ferment raifedagainflr Mr. Clinton, occaSoned the 39th ar- 
tidb of the King^s infllii£tion& ta Sir Divers* Ofborn ; 
which appeaer^ purpofdty calculated to render our futurd 
Governors independent (m^ his influencer over the iSianDr 
hty : For a ktw indefinite, maJding^ priarvifion fbr the &laF0» 
aUowed by the King toMsGovemord ; and competent m- 
ariesr to all judges^ juftices^ aiid other necefl^ury c&tex^ and 
minifters of government ; fuch a l^w, Ifay, x^ould effed»^ 
afly render a Goverftor ind^ndent of the afenibly, and 
eoniequently of any undto influence in it; Nor withotit 
fuch independence, or an abridgement of Mr. De Lance/9 
power^ by reducing him to bis^ primitive private fbitibn^ 
do I fee any probability of the extiri<9ion of that party* 
f|nrit, which hath fo long difturbed the tranquillity, itnd in* 
jured the publick weal of the colony. Mr. Clinton, beiiltf 
fuperfeded by Sir Danvers Ofborri,* a gentleman of a mon 
^ amiabkl 

* Sir Daav€rs.Oj(bom.afrivc*at Ncw-Yorkthe 7th of C)<5K)ber^ 1753. 
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anuable moral charafter^ retired into the country ; from 
whence he propofed to embark for Great-Britam. The 
Chief Juftice, notwithftanding his long declared enmity, 
and unwearied induftry to embarrafs his adminiftration, 
had now-T-the hutxiility, fliall I call it ?-^to difpatch a mef- 
fenger to him, with defign, if poffible, to procure an accom- 
modation, in order to feciire Ixis favour in England, 
when he could no longer diflxefs him in America. It were 
difScult to determine, whether this required a higher de- 
gree of affurance or fervility. But it is no uncommon 
thing, to behold the fame perfon faftidious and fawning, 
fupercilious and fycophantic. Mr. Clintori, far fiom an 
implacable enemy, began to be foftened ; when his lady 
(who, if born among the Scythians, had been the Thaleftris 
of antiquity) unravelling the fecret, ifruftrated at once all 
expectations of a compoution ; and gave the plenipotentia- 
ry fuch a volley of inventive agaihft his conftituent, as ren- 
dered all future overtures entirely hopelefs. 

On the death of Sir Danvers Oiborn,t equally unexpeft- 
^ and deplored, Mr. De Lahcey publifhed the commiffion 
he had juft received appointing him Lieutenant-Governor* 
He was now to aft a part entirely hew, and demanding the 
full exertion of his poHtical dexterity. In the firft place, 
he had to convince tpe miniftry of his utinoft efforts to car- 
ry the King's inftruftions in the houfe of reprefentatives : 
And in the next, in order to preferve his popularity with 
the affembly, and not in the moft flagrant manner coun- 
teraft his avowed principles, he v/as to fatisfy them, that 
in reality he by no means expefted their compliance with 
them. To execute the former part of this plan, in his 
fpeech of the 31ft of Oftobcr, 1753, ^^ ^^^ council and 
general affembly, he fays : " Tou will perceive by the^(^th 
'* article of his Majcfifs inJlruMions. io Sir Da?ivcrs Ojbor?j, 
*^ C copies of which I Jhall herewith deliver you^ J how highly his 

f This happened on the 12th of Oiftober, 1753. 

* The 39th in(lru(flion was publifhed in one of our ncwfpapers, and 
reprinted in England. The publication of it was thought to have been 
intended to excite the popular clamour ; and it (Vccafioned the refent- 
xnent of the miniftry. It is worth remarking, that copies of I'cvcral 
other inftru6lions were exprefsly ordered by his Majeily to be laid be- 
fore the affembly \ but no fuch dire<SliOns were given with refpc^l lo this. 

M [r^/. vii.] 
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Majejiy is difplcafed at the neglc^ of^ and contempt Jhewril 
his royal conimij/ion arid injlrullions^ by yoiir fajjing laws (f^ 
extraordinary a nature^ arid by fiich your unwarrantable pr 
ceedings, particularly fet forth in this inJlruRion : Hence di 
his Majefhfs royal pleafure as t6 tbefe matters will appea 
** and what he cxpeds from you. On this head^ I muji cbjerr 
to youy that by our excellent conjiitution the executive power 
lodged in the crown : That all government is founded cfh 
corfidence^ that every jperf on will dif charge the duty cfhis jfii 
** tion ; and if there jhould be any abufe of power ^ that the Id^ 
and regular courfe is to make tpplicdtion to his Majejiy^ wb 
having a paternal iendernefs for all his fubje6ts^ is ahtu 
'^ ready to hear and redfifs their grievances?^ And the 
iddreffing hinifel'f to thb afferrtbly in particillar : " / rfiy 
" carnejlly prefs it upon yoUy that in preparing your bill for t 
^^ fupport of government and other public fervices^ you pay a d 
" regard to his Majefly*s pleafure fignfied in his irifiruSfion^ 
" and frame them infuch a manner^ Os^ when laid before mei 
" wzy affent^ I may give it confiflent with my duty to hjs Majejty 
What think you, itiy Lord ? could your favourite Garri' 
liave perfonated Richard the Third in a KveBer manner th; 
this gentleman the real advocate for the royal ihftruftioJ 
Could the man, who but a day or two before had intrigu* 
with the members how to elude that Very inftruftion, pi 
ferve his gravity, while afting fuch a tragi-^omical farce ? ^ 
that, my Lord, was the method in which he performed tl 
fecond part of his plail. As his Majefly*s reprefentative, J 
was obliged to urge their compliance with feeming finceri^ 
and warmth ; but as James De Lancey, Efq. their old fncX 
and beft advifer, it was his real fentiment, that ncV 
ought they to fiibmit. 

Matters being thus previoufly adjufted, the aflembly, • 
their addrefs, ftudioufly avoid a categorical anfwer with t 
fpeft to the indefinite fupport : But to gratify his Honou 
and blacken the memory of Mr. Clinton, that he migl 
not prejudice him in England, they make ufe of tK 
memorable evafion : " On reading the y^th article of b 
'* Majeflfs infirud;ions to Sir Danvers Ofborn^ your Honour 
'^ immediate predeceffor^ we are extremely furprifed to find^ th 
*' the public tranfadions of this colony have been fo maliciouj 
*^ mifreprefented to our mofi gracious Sovereign. We can^ Sk 
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itb truth and jujiice affirm^ that his Majejly has not in his 
aminions a people more firmly^ and that from principles of real 
^ 42^<?^^Wj devoted to bis per/on^ family^ and governi)ientj than 
^ the inhabitants of this colony. And we are greatly at a lofs 
* to difcaver in what injlances tjbe pface. avd tranq,uillity of the 
•♦ foiony hanie been difturbed^ or wherein order a?id govcrii" 
^* m^nt have been fubverted. If the courfe ofjufiice has been 
^^ ^bfiru£l§d'i or in any cafe pet^verted^ it has been by fhe direc- 
*' ticin^ or through the means ^ of Mr. Clinton'^ late t^overnor of 
** thi^ provinirC^ who fent peremptory orders to the judges ^ clerk y 
(itid Jh^riff of Duchefs County j tofiay procefs^ and flop the pro- 
ceedings in feveral cafes of private property ^ depending in that 
*' court ; ana who did^ in other counties^ commifftonate judges and 
*' jyfiices of known ill characters ^ and extreme ignorance : One 
Jiood even prefented for perjury in the fupreme court of this 
province', whom be rewarded with the ofjice of aj/iflant judge ; 
*' and others werefo fhamefully ignorant and illiterate^ as to be 
*^ unable to write their own names. From whence we greatly 
^^ feary that jufiice has in many cafes been partially y or very un^ 
V' duly adminifiered^^ 

i mall not trouble your Lordfliip with a Tipdication of 
Mr. Clinton ; bi^t only obfcrve, that the fuits commencjed 
in Duchefs County were by deferters againft their cap- 
tains J* that the Governor, who \v'as no lawyer, affured 
the houfe, his letters to the juftices were written unadvif- 
?dly, and with precipitation ; and that if any man was 
injured, he would readily con:ipenfate his damages. And 
^ to the charge of appointing ignorant juftices, it lies with 
^^ual truth »gainft all our governors, (Mr. De Lancey 
hunfelf not excepted) who to influence eleftions, j^ve gone 
into an unjuftifiable praftice of intrufting blank commif- 
fions with certain favourites in the refperave counties, im- 
POWered to place and difplace civil ^nd pilitary oJEcep Tfi. 
tWr pleafure. Thefe deftion jobbers are generally the 
Wurt members in aflembly : And decency, my Lord, 
fliould have induced them to ftifle the ridiculous affibrtipn, 
^at Mr. Clinton rewarded a man for being perjured ; as 
well as the more pertinent invedive againft the dangerous 
^ge juft mentioned, for corrupting the houfe of repre- 
fentatives. But to difgrace Mr. Clinton was expedient to 
the Lieutenant-Governor j and hence this attack upon the 
former. Upon 

* Captains of the levies raifed for the Canada expedition in 1746* 
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Upon his Homour's advancement to the government 
the prefs laboured svixh addrefles ; and the incenfe o£Fere( 
upon the occafion might have perfumed the whole temple 
of Delphos. It was not enough, that, agreeable to anden^ 
uiage, he was prefented with the compliments of public::; 
bodies alone. It was heceflary, from the number of ad--^ 
drefles, to difplay his extenfive influence, and the univerfisCS 
joy ; thereby, if poflible, to lay the foundation of hi 
continuance in the adminiftration. Accordingly, the ver^ 






militia officers and fupervifors of Queen's County (a mot.-- 
ley aflemblage !) were made to groan out their afpiratior^:^ 
for this aufpicious event : *' Oh ! that his gracious MajeJZjf 
** would be pleafed to confirm and fix you^ for a long^ time^ ^^ 
" this exalted Jiation.^* Never have I feen an infignificarKt 
interjeclion more infignificantly employed. To fo extrax?^- 
agant a pitch, my Lord, did this exuberant ardor arrive, 
that we at length foimd him cloathed with an incommTi-: 
nicable attribute of the Deity himfelf, even his immutable 
moral reftitude. " Thefe things in you (fay they) are not Jo 
properly called virtues^ as natural endowments. TTou 
will Mt'^ you CANNOT aEl otherwife than you do!^ With 
fuchfujiian can fome men be regaled : and hy fuch fufiian h 
oftentimes a whole nation deluded. 

To proceed in the charafter pf this remarkable Ameri- 
can : He is a perfon of <juick ^prehenfion, and extenfive 
acquaintance with the law ; which he acquired with inr 
credible application, to obliterate the indifferent figure he 
made, when firft elevated to the chief feat on the bench? 
to ferve the purpofes of Governor Cofby. Without the j 
talents, he has all the ambition of a Ripperda. His thirft 
after popularity, which in him is a mere engine of ftatc, 
hath ahnoft banifhed all public fpirit ; and the triumphs 
of pq]f er occafioned the exile of common fenfe. Apprc- 
henlive of the diminution of his own luftre, his jesJoufy 
win not admit a competitor ; • but fets him at m'ort^ oddi 
with a riling, independent fpirit, left it be rewarded with 
popular favour, and thence refult into popular intereft, i^ 
derogation of his own fovereign influence. Hence, who- 
ever would accomplifh a patriot meafure, muft either ob- 
tain his leave ; and then he arrogates to himfelf the merit 
due to its author ; or carry it by mere ftratagem, without 

which 
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wlaich he may be fure of a difappointment. In the latter 
C3.1e, he has generally addrefs enough to be revenged on 
tlxe projeftor, by rendering both him and his projcft uni^ 
veruHy ocjious. Some among us fee thefe arts ; many 
fufpe^l: them ; few dsure mention them ; and fewer fti& 
oj>pofe them. Thus a people, who would by no means be 
forcibly deprived of their liberties, poft into voluntary 
bondaee : and they who would fcorn a vaflalage to the 
grcatot monarch, become dupes to a diftator of their own 
cx'eation. 

Of all provincial afl&tirs he is the uncontroled direftor. 

A.S chief juftice, great is his intereft in the counties : with 

tlxat intereft he commands elections ; with his fway in 

cleftions he rules the affembly ; and with his fovereignty 

O'yrcr the houfe controls a governor. His influence with 

tHe members of the affembly being the main fource of his 

es:orbitant power, never will he lerve the Crown at the 

ri£k of a diffeAtion with the houfe. He will only ftanc) 

by a governor while at his devotion, and ftanding fair 

with the people ; but, in cafe of a rupture, inftantly facrU 

fice prerogative on the altar of popularity. His own in- 

rii tereft is his idol, and every thing elfe made fubfervient to 

I procure it veneration and efteem. The men, who are his 

m fereatcft tools, are generally by himfelf the moft defpifed ; 

M and fometimes treated with defpite and infult. If they 

A difcover the leaft freedom of refentment (which few of 

k Acm dare difcover) he can with a fmile, or a joke, or a 

cA prbmife, or a bottle, at once diffipate the ftruggling refo- 

tJj lotion, and redtice them to their primitive oblequioufhefs. 

hiii By hints, by threats and blanchfhments, by emiffaries, 

te by dark infinuations and private cabals, he is able to ren- 

iji der any meafure hateful or popular ; to put down, or raife 

rpiJ upj whom, when, and what he pleafes. Nay, my Lord, I 

^^ venture to affirm, and every man in the province 

^uft bear mc teftimony, that while his influence continues 

to be fupported with his office of chief juftice, no opera* 

lljij tion, in which this colony is concerned, can promife fuc- 

\sm eels, fliould this monopolizer of power be determined to 

r ^ obfeuft it. 

ntfl Should it now be inquired, Muft not a man, fo cx- 
ho4 frcmdy popular, be neceffarily poffeffed of eminent virtue, 

•KfV.l *%J%A 
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^xid warmly devoted to the weal of the people, who tbui 
cordially refound his fame, fubmit to* nis ' control, anc 
agree to adorn his triumph f The qi^eftion can only cook 
from a novice in hillory, and a firanger to mankind. lii 
the judgment of your Lordlhip, who is deeply read ifl 
both, I am confident that popularity is no indication pj 
inqrit. With the deluded multitude the beil men are of: 
ten ynpopular ; the mpft pernicious, extolled and adoT'^d 
The people are ever ready to be bewitched, cheated, p4 ^- 
flaved, by a powerful, crafty feducer : and, what is yprfc 
ever ready to facrifice whoever would difabu£b and rdeaic 
thcip- The fame people who could, without emotion^ be- 
hold a Sidney bleeding in defence of public liberty, coulc 
4X)inmit a riot in refcuing a Sacheverel for preaching k& 
tion and fubverting the nation. Your Lordihip remem 
bers, that Maflanello, in the ihort fpade of ten days, was « 
poor fifhermaii, a popular incendiary, a fovereign yup 
tajj dripped of his honours, treated like a ii\aie£^r 
knocked on the head, and thrown into a ditch. Who 
m fine, wa9 more popular than the peftilent Claudius, t$h 
pept, perhaps, the more peftilent Cataline ? It was, there 
fore, well obferved by the protestor Cromwell, that tfe< 
very men, who followed him with acclamations and tctr 
rents of flattery, would, with the fame demonftratioBS 9^ 
joy, accompany him to tli? gallow?. 

Thus, my Lord, I havie prefented you with a faithfi* 
portrait of the Lie^te^ant.Governor of New-York, who h 
to bear no fmall fhare in jdie public affairs, of which | hs^^ 
the hpnour to tr^nfmit your jLQf dihip an accouojt : a por* 
trait, under which there had bjeen no need of n^ng \ 
liame to dir,ec^ to the original tjbo£b, who have the lea^ 
knowledge of th;at gentleman*s cjiarafter. 

Wlple thefe things wicre trapiafting at Albany, Mr 
Pownal, brother to John Pownal, Efq. one of the fecrcr 
taries to the BQar4 pf Trade, was upon the fppt. Thu 
gentleman came over to America with Sir Danvers Ofborn: 
in qujdity of his private fecr^etary ; though it was imagip 
ed by many, he w^ ^iigned to be an affiftant to him iT 
the exercife of the government. He is fomething irf * 
fcho)^, but a confufed reafone?- ; and in his ftyle perplexed 

and iQ that uiefuilqft pf al}, fciences, the knowledge of m^ 
: , ' kind 
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iridj lie is a merfe novitiate : without the latter, your 
Lordfliip knows that other acquirements are comparatively 
of fmail account j in the mahigement of public bulihefs^ 
To be only learned, is frequently to be Vain, bftefttatious, 
and bbftinate ; fuch a biie, in a word, as Tertullian dc- 
fcribes the mpft learned among the heathens, " an animal 
of glory." This gentleman is fond of being confidercd iii 
an irnporiant light i Infatiable bf praife, he can not only hear 
hin^Gdf flattered; but, what is more unaccountable In a 
man of tolerable fenfe, can flatt» himfel£ He is a perfbifit 
of uncbihmoh application, and a good memoty. By dint 
of induftry, and an accefs to the papers in the Hitntatioa 
Bba!rd Office^ he has acquired fonve knowledge <)f Ameri- 
can 'aiB^ts ; but fb keeh is his l^ppetke fot pfotocitibn, that 
he canttol brdcA: the -thoughts of a gradilal Jwivanccment. 
He is for gafioping-into preferment ; and fo ihteiit Hufi the 
contemplatfeAi of his future grandeur, as 1:6 lofe all ^- 
tience in earning it. Being more ftiUed in books than 
liicn, he is very abrujpt in ^ving a fcholaftic tufn tb con- 
Verfattoh, in order to dii^ky his erucUtion. Ever tisady to 
contradift : himfelf impatient of contrStdiAion. iBiit ^oft-^ 
detfiil is his knack at pluming hknfelf with tlie fchemes 
and inventions of others j and, with the daw in the fable, 
Ihining in a borrowed drefs : a remarkable inftance of 
which I fliall give your Lordfiiip in the following anecdote ; 
is charaaeriftic of a perfon, who will appear to have had 
fome confidenible infltteiice in the ciourfe of American tranf- 
aftions. During the fitting of the congrefs, it was fcarce 
pdBible to prevent part of uieir fentiments from tranfpir- 
ihg. The fcheihe of a naval armanGtent on Lake Ontario, 
prcgefted by Lieut. Governor Clarke, before the laite walr, 
fiibmitted to the then miniftry, and now ftroflgly recom- 
mended by the commiffioners of the Maflachufetts-Bay^ 
\rf fome means or other happened to be hinted ^i<4thout 
doors. Mr. Pownal, intent upon rifing into fignificance 
among the colonies, chofe not to flip fo favourable an op- 

Eortunity of diftinguifhing himfelf, as he could now lay 
old of, from thefe whiipefed intelligehc6s. . He accord- 
ingly drew up fome loofe, indigefted propofals, with refpeft 
to American affairs. Among other trite fentiments, he ur- 
ged this icheme as a new, unthought-of meafure, abfolutely 

requiiite 
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requifite to fecure the commandy and preferve the fuj 
trade of thofe inland feas. This he delivered to fome o' 
the members of the congrefs to be communicated : and ?l§, 
terwards tranfmitted a copy to England ; challenging -^^ 
liimielf the fole merit of being the original author of £a 
ufefiil and neceflary an expedient.*' 

While the congrefs was held at Albany, Governor Shir 
ley, ever jealous of French machinations, proceeded, at tl^^ 
head of about one thoufand men,, to the river Kennebec 
and ere&ed forts, at convenient diftances, to fiop thepro&r. 
refs of the French on that quarter ; to fecure the poflefiiox] 
of that country with the friendfhip of the eaftern Indians. 

The remainder of this yearf was principally fpent in re- 
peated reprefentations to the miniftry, refpeoing the dan- 
gerous fituation of the Enelilh colonies ; and the abfolute 
neceffity of a powerful alfiltance from Great-Britain, to de^ 
feat the ambitious deiigns of the Court of France. 

On the welcome intelligence of the fucceis of thefe rqp- 
refentations, and while forces were expecting from Eng- 
land, the two regiments of Shirley and Pepperel were or- 
dered to be re^eftabliihed, and recruits were raifing through 
the feVeral governments, to form an army for difpoffefling 
the French frpm their late encroachments. 

The general affembly of the MaflachixfettSrBay beinff con^ 
vened, and the members fworn to fecrecy, Mr; Shirley 
communicated to them a defign of attacking Fort St. Fred- 
erick, at Crown Point, the enfuing fpring j and his inten- 
tion to appoint Col. Johnfon to the command of that ex- 
pedition. The fcheme being approved by the council and 
reprefentatives of that province, and the quotas fettki 
commifConers were charged to the neighbouring govern- 
ments, to folicit their concurrence and aid, in tne profc 
cution of this enterprife. 

While thefe matters were in agitation, Mr. Pownal >^ 
at Boifton, intending to fail from thence to England. He 

no^ 

* Mr. Pownal had this piece publifhed in New-York in Feb. ilS^ 
It contained an introdudion, declaring, that copies of it were fent b/ 
the miniftry to the refpedlive governors of the colonies : and in th^ 
fpring following, it was republilhed, with great oftcntacion, in the Eng> 
lifti magazines. With refped to thofe parts of it, wherein he talks of 
Indian afikirs, the fentiments feem to be unintelligible bj a North A- 
merican underftanding. f 1754* 
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DW thought fit to change his refplution ; and Governor 
Lirley honoured him with the embafly to New-York, for 
'hich place he fet out the beginning of March. Some gen- 
smen of the council and auembly were commiflioned, on 
.e like errand, to the other colonies of New-Jerfey, Penn- 
Ivania, &c. 

Mr. Pownal's profpe£b of fuccefs at New- York were at 
rft not very encouraging. De Lancey, jealous of Shirley's 
Gng reputation, appeared, with regard to the expedition 
commended, extremely phlegmatic : and though artful 
LOugh to abfbun from an open oppofition, he made ufe of 
lT. Chambers as his tool in council, to obftrud: the con- 
Lxrence of the legiflature. At this time great animofities 
ere prevailing in the province, occafioned by a charter 
£t before granted by Mr. De Lancey, conftituting a col- 
ge for the education of youth, upon a foundation which 
ippened to enkindle the general difguft. The majority 
c tne houfe, apprehending the lofs of their feats on a fu- 
ire eledUon, ihould they ^ord it the leaft afliftance, found 
lemfelves obliged rather to countenance the popular re- 
sntment. A centleman pf diftinftion, with whom Mr. 
^ownal advifed on the fubieft of his commiflion, thought 
^ a prudent ftep to open his mefiage in part, to thofe mem- 
ets of the aflembly, who, on the above-mentioned ac- 
ount, were then in the oppofition. Several of , the leading 
len were fecured by this method : and when the houlc 
let, fuch a difpofition appeared to join in the fcheme pro- 
ofed, that it was beyond Mr. De Lancey's power to ob- 
iTuft it. Out of pique however to Mr. Shirley, to whom 
"us expedition was folely committed, he prevailed upon 
^em to fufpend the execution of their vote, until General 
raddock's approbation was obtained : and by this artifice 
^tafioned a confiderable delay in the operations. 

General Braddock, being now arrived in Virginia, fent 
tprefles to the feveral governors to meet him, in order to 

confultation on the bufinefs of the approaching cam- 
Ugn. This convention was opened on the 14th of April,* 

at 

--M ■ - "' I I - — - — 

* It was at firft propofed to have been held at Annapolis in Maryland. 
i". Shirley, who thro* the multiplicity of his affairs did not arrive there 
I April> has been charged with delaying Braddock's march near three 

N [Fi?/. viiO ^««^^' 
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at Alexandria in Virginia. Here it appeared, that through 
mifreprcfentations from Virginia, the general was etijoiiied 
to proceed immediately to Fort Du Quefiie. Thofe, who 
Were well acquainted with the country, could not help ob- 
fervinjj, that a march from Potowmac, acrofs the AUej^neiiy 
mountains, hiuft be attended 'with incredible difficulty, 
hazard, and expcnfe ; that the vicinity of New- York to 
Canada, its fort of Ofwego on Lake Ontario, togetha^ 
Ivith the advantages of water carriage, rendered that prov- 
ince by far the fitteft theatre of aftion* Braddock's ordets 
were neverthelefs pofitive. For the prefervation therdhte 
of Ofwego, and the reduftion of Niagara, it was at fcngth 
agreed, that Shirley's and Pepperel*s regiments Ihould pro- 
ceed to Lake Ontario, while General Braddock attaoKd 
Fort Du Quefne ; and the provincial troops, comttumdedk. 
t)y General Johnfon, marched to inveft Crown-Point* 

Thefc refolutions being taken, Mr. Shirley began lis 
journey to Bofton, to prepare for the expedition undctrhi^ 
immediate command ; to forward that under CoLJohnfim $ 
iand to quicken the departure of the New-England troDDSy 
how affembled by his Majcfly's direftions, for reducmg uic 
iPrench fettlcments in Nova-Scotia. On his way,heipciit 
fome time in conference with Col. Schuyler, a gentleman of 
fortune and courage, who, out of difinterdted love to his 
country, v/as engaged to head a regiment of 500 mcn^ 
raifed and maintained by the province of New-Jerfey. I^ 
Ne>\-York, he was retarded a few days to confult with 
General Johnfon, and remove fome objections made by Mf* 

De Lancey to the form of his commiflion :* and in CoH- 

nefficttt, 

- — * — —^^^^^ 

weeks ; though it is notorious, that delay was occafioned by the failnX* 
of tlie Virginia contract for the neceffary fupplies. The general w^^ 
afterwards obliged to enter into a new one with gentlemen in Pennfylvi*' JJ 
nia ; which was not completed till the 27tli of May, near fix wcek^ 
from the conclufion of the congrefs. ^ 

* Mr. Johnfon had his commiflion from tlie governors of the ptt>"^ '^ 

inces, which fumifhed the troops under his command ; the dnift ^ ?J 

which was fettled at Alexandria. The Lieut. Governor of New-Yofk <f( 

now thought proper to repeat thofe very obje«5lions which had bec^ ^ 

there over-ruled. This unaccountiable condu(5t gave Mr. Johnfon ff^\ J 

uneafinefs, who could not obtain Mrl De Lancey's commiflion, ti** ^ 

proper notice was taken by General Shirley of fo manifcft an obftniC- jj^ 
tion to the operations of the canipaign. 
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necticuta to haften the affembling tha troops of tlij^t 

The neceflary difpatches being given to the expedition 
to NpvarScotia under Col. Winflow, Mr. Shirley, upon the 
Vtival of the paymafier for the northern diftrift, returned 
tp New- York j and on the 4th of July failed for Albany, 
hb own regiment having pafled by for that place, in twen- 
ty-oQ^ tranfports, a few d^ys before. 

About this time, the colonies were filled with univerf^ 
joy, m the agreeable nqws that the New-England troops 
were become mafiers of Beau-fejour and Bay Verte, on the 
ifthmua of Nova-Scotia ; whereby a new province was 
add^d to the Britiih empire in America : and that a ftrong 
fteet, under Admiral Bofcawen, lay before Louiiburgh, to 
i|}tercq)t the French fupplies ; and which had alfo fe^ze^ 
tWQ of their capital ihips, the Lys and Alcide, and fent 
tjbtfm into Halifax, 

Geo* Braddock was now on his marcli towsprds the Ohio, 
^t tljc head of about 2200 men, in order to inveft Fort Du 
Qudhe, and drive the French from their cnerpaphments on 
^ firontiers of Virginia and Pennfylvania. From Fort Cum- 
ba:land toFort Du Quefne» the diftance is not le& th^n 1 30 
)^]e8> Mr. Braddock began his march from the fornief 

' ■ ■ . .. — TT 

X Connedicut had voted one thoufand men for the Crown-Point ex- 
P^tfon, and givea affurances of 500 more, if the fcrvice fo required. 
Nwr-York was to fupply 800 \ but through the delay occafioned b^rthe 
J4^ding claufe above mentioned in the vote of our affembly, Mr. D? 
l«*ncey'* brother was fent into Conne<fticut, tp obtain leave for recruil- 
Wg die quota we were to fumifli, in that colony ; as men might there 
J* nufcd more fpeedily than in the province of New-York. Mr. Slyr- 
*7 being at Hartford, during this applicatioui was told by Governor 
^itch, that if Connedticut complied, they (hould confider themfelves dif« 
V^ged from the aflurances given of 50Q mor^ thgn their oWn qu^tti 
^tbe fervice demand it. This, with Mr. Oliver -De Lancey's declara* 
^on> that if himfelf fhould accept the command of the New-Vprk rcgi- 
^^^W, he could in ten days raife the whole number in this province, m- 
^ccd Mr. Shirley to oppofe the application ; it' appearing to him not 
^probable, that the fervice might afterwards require the reinforcement 
^cred. In confequence of which, only 300 recruits were .furnished 
"ew-York from thence ; a lucky incident for Mr. Shirley's adverfaries to 
^nfe the people of N. York againft him ; to which purpofe it was in- 
^ftriouily applied ; though his conduct in that affair was prudent and 
'*tional I and though, by repeated letters to Lt. Gov. De Lancey, he took 
Wins -to remove any mifunderftanding at a jundluro fo unfeafonable. 
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on the loth of June, leaving the garrifon under the cooc 
mand of CoL Innes. Innumerable were the difficulties h 
had to furmount, in a country rugged, pathlefs, and uz 
known, acrols the Allegheny mountains, through unfrc 
quented woods, and dangerous defiles. From the littL 
meadows the army proceeded in two divifions. At ibt 
head of the firft, confifUng of 1400 men, was the general 
himfelf, with the greateft part of the ammunition and ar^ 
tillery. The fecond, with the provifions, ftores and heavjp 
baggage, was led by CoL Dunbar. Never was man mora 
confident of fuccefs, than this brave, though unfbrttifiate 
officer. Being advifed at the great meadows, that the ene- 
my expeAed a reinforcement of 500 regular troops, lie 
pulhed on, by forced marches, with fo much difpatch, thai 
he latigued the foldiers, weakened his horfes, and IdBt his 
lecond divifion near forty miles in the rear. The enemy 
being not more than 200 ftrong at their fort on the Ohk>^ 
gave no obftru<%ion to the march of our forces, till the 
memorable 9th of July ; a day never to be forgotten in the 
annals of North-America. About noon our troops paflcc 
the Monongahela, and were then within feven miles os 
Fort Du Quefiie. Unapprehenfive of the approach of ar 
enemy, at once was the alarm given, by a quick and heavj 
fire upon the vanguard, under Lieut. Col. Gage. Imme 
diatdy the main body, in good order and high fpirits, aX 
yanced to fuftain them. Orders were then given to halt 
and form into battalia. At this jundure, the van fallifig 
back upon them, in great confiifion, a general panic feizec: 
the whole body of the foldiery ; and ail attempts tdralhj 
them proved utterly ineffeftual. The general and all th« 
officers exerted their utmoft adivity, to recover them b(Xt 
the univerfal furprife and diforder ; but equally deaf weri 
they to Entreaties and commands. During this fcenco^ 
confufion, they eayended their ammunition in the wildcfl 
and poLoft unmeamng fire j fome difcharging their piet^ 
on our own parties, who were advanced from the main 
body for the recovery of the cannon. After three hours 
focnt in this melancholy fituation, enduring a terribU 
uaiighter, from (it may be faid) an inviftble foe, orders 
were given to found a retreat, that the men might b^ 
brought to cover the: waggons. Thefe they furrpuodcf 

bill 
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\goX: a fliort j^ace of time ; for the enemy's fire being again 
■vearmly renewed from the front and left flank, the whole 
arniy took to immediate flight ; leaving behind them all 
tbe artillery, provifions, ammunition, baggage, m.ilitary 
cheft9 together with the general's cabinet, containing his 
inftrufUons and other papers of confequence. So great 
was the conftemation of the foldiers, that it was impoflible 
to ftop their career, flying with the utmoft precipitation 
three miles from the field of acHon ; where only one hun- 
dred began to make a more orderly retreat. 

What was the flrength of the enemy, has hitherto re- 
mained to us uncertain. According to Indian accounts, 
they exceeded not 400, chiefly Indians : and whether any 
w^ere flain, is ftill to be doubted, for few were feen by our 
men, being covered by fl:umps and fallen trees. Great in- 
deed was the deftruftion on our fide. Numbers of officers 
£icrificed their lives through fingular bravery. Extremely 
unfortunate was the whole ftaft The general, after hav- 
ing five horfes fliot under him, received a wound in his 
Itiirgs through his right arm, of which he died in four 
days.. His Secretary, eldeft fon of Major-General Shirley, 
a- gentleman of great accomplifliments, by a fliot through 
tlic head, was killed upon the fpot. IVIr. Orme and Capt. 
M^orris, aids-de-camp, were wounded. Of the 44th regi- 
ment, Sir Peter Halket, Colonel, was flain, with feveral 
other officers ; and Lieut. Col. Gage wounded. Lieut. 
Ccl. Burton, of the 48th regiment, was among the wound- 
ed ; and many gallant officers periflicd in the field. Our 
^•^lide lofs was about feven hundred killed and wounded. 

To what caufes this unhappy catafl:rophe is to be afcrib- 
^5 has been matter of much inquiry and animated debate. 
The officers charged the defeat to the cowardice of the 
oicn : but, in a reprefentation they made to Mr. Shirley, 
^ order of the Crown, they in fome meafare apologife for 
^lieir behaviour, alleging, that they were harafled by duties 
unequal to their numbers, and difpirited through want of 
provifions : That time was not allowed them to drefs their 
food : That their water (the only liquor too they had) was 
'^th fcarce and of a bad quality : In fine, that the provin- 
rials had diflieartcned them, by repeated fuggeftions of 
tbeir fears of a defeat^ ihould they be attacked by In- 
dians } 
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dians ; in which cafe the European method of fighting 
would be entirely unavailing. But, my Lord, howler 
cenfurable the condud of the foldiery may be thought, Mf. 
Braddock, too ianguine in his profpe<Eb, was g^^raQy 
blamed for neglecting to cultivate the ftiendfliip of the In* 
dians, who offered their aififtance ; and who, it is cerUini 
had a number of them preceded the army, would haiVc ibu 
fonably difcovered the enemy's ambufcade. The Virmuaa 
rangers alfo, inftead of being made to ferve as regu&rs in 
the ranks with the Englifh troops, ihould have been em« 
ployed as out-fcouts. But this ftep, fo neceflary t© guard 
againfl furprife, was too unhappily omitted ; the whole ar- 
my, according to the reprefentation above mentioned, fot 
lowing only three or four guides. 

When the routed party joined the fecond divifion, forty 
miles fhort of the place of a6tion, the terror difiufed it£djF 
through the whole army. Your Lordlhip might naturaO? 
exped: to hear, that Col. Dunbar then entrenched bimftVi 
and called on the neighbouring colonies for immediate re- 
inforcements ; as by fuch a ftep the enemy might have 
been detained at Fort Du Que&e, prevented from ravag- 
ing the frontiers, or throwing fuccours into Niagara. 
But alas ! my Lord, an infatuation feemed to accompany 
all our meafures on the fouthern quarter. Fearful ei an 
unpurfuing foe, all the ammunition, and fo much of th^ 
provifions, were deftroyed, for accelerating their flight, 
that Dunbar was aftually obliged to fend for thirty horfe 
loads of the latter, before he reached Fort Cumberland j 
where he arrived, a very few days after, with th^ fhatteri 
cd remains of the Engliih troops. 

On Mr. Braddock's unhappy cataftrophe, the eommand 
of his Majefty's forces in North^America devolved upo* 
Major-GeneraJ Shirley. I before acquainted your Lord* 
fhip of his return to New- York, and departure from thenoef , 
to Albany, where he arrived the beginning of July^ 

Albany, my Lord, was the grana theatre of all the pcCi ; 
parations for the northern expedition againft Fort St. Fred« 
erick, as well as that to the weftward, for the redu^on ^ 
of Niagara. The General, on his arrival there, found not 
the former in the forwardnefs he had reafbn to expeft^ • . 
The provincials, difcontentcd with the inaftivity of a IftJg 

encampment^ 
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encHnpment, Major-General Lyman was obliged to make 
itkort marches to prevent their difbanding ; and the Gen- 
eral was therefore detained awhile in that city, to hinder 
b fatal an event. His own troops, in the mean time, 
eere filing off, in different divifions, from Schenedady to^ 
irards Ofwego. 

Ofwego, along the aCcUftomed route, is computed to be 
bout three hundred miles wefl from Albany. The firft 
xteen, to the village of ScheneAady, is land carriage, in a 
ood waggon road. From thence to the Little Falls, in 
he Mohawk River, at fixty-five miles diftance, the bat- 
^SMX* are fet againft a rapid ftream ; which too, in dry 
^afons, is fo flmlow, that the men are frequently obliged 
3 turn out, aiid draw their craft over the rifts with in- 
oncdvable labour. At the Little Falls, the portage ex- 
seds not a mile ; the ground beine marfhy, will admit 
(E no wheel-carriage, and therefore the Germans, who re- 
<3e here, tranfport the batteaux in lleds, iehich they keep 
>r that purpofe. The fame conveyance is ufed at the 
^reat Carrying-Place, fixty miles beyond the Little Falls 5 
11 the way to which the current is flill adverfe, and ex- 
rcmdy fwift. The portage here is longer or fhorter, ac- 
ot<fing to the drynefi or wetnefs of the feafons. In the 
^ fummer months, when rains are not frequent, it is 
iftally fix or eight miles acro&. Taking water again, we 
wtcr a narrow rivulet, called the Wood-creek, which leads 
nto the Oneida Lake, diftance forty miles. This (bream, 
hou^ fevouraWe, being fhallow, and its banks covered 
^th thick woods, was at this time much obftrufted with 
>ld logs and fallen trees. The Oneida Lake ftretches from 
^ to weft about thirty miles, and in calm weather is 
P*flcd with great facility. At its weftern extremity opens 
^c Onondaga River, leading down to Ofwego, fituated at 
to entrance, on the fouth fide of the Lake Ontario. Ex- 
*yemely difficult and hazardous is the paffage through this 
^er, as it abounds with rifts and rocks ; and the current 
"Owing with furprifing rapidity. The principal obftruc- 
^<Hi is twelve miles fhort of Ofwego, and is a fall of about 

eleven 

. * A batteau is a light flat-bottomed boat, wideft In the middki and 
^ each end ftiarp pointed, of about 1500 weight burthen, and xnan- 
^Sod by two men, with paddles and fetting poles. 
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eleven feet perpendicukr. The portage here is by land^ 
not exceeding forty yards, before they launch for the laft 
time. 

Your Lordihip, from this account^ will readily conceive^ 
that, through fuch a long, amphibious march, an army 
muft proceed with prodigious rilk and fatigue ; and the 
batteaux be neceffarily conduced by perfons fkilled in the 
navigation, and enured to haidihips. For this fervice, 
General Shirley had engaged all the young men in the 
county of Albany, who formerly had been employed in 
the Indian trade at Ofwego ; and a vaft number of bat- 
teaux were prepared for the conveyance of the troops, 
ftores, and provifions. 

Ofwego was formerly garrifoned by twenty-five men ; 
but, on the commencement of our prefent difputes, the 
number was augmented to fifty. Early this fpring, fifty 
more were ordered up ; and about the latter end cff May, 
Capt. Broadftreet arrived there with two hundred, befidcs 
workmen to be employed in the naval preparations, pur- 
fuant to the fcheme concerted in the congrefs of comiBif- 
fioners at Albany the laft fummer. 

Col. Schuyler's New-Jerfey regiment cmbarj^ed in two 
divifions, from Schenedady, the beginning of July. Shir- 
ley^s and Pepperell's were preparing to rollow, when the 
melancholy news of Gen. Braddock's defeat reached that 
place. This ftruck a general damp on the fpirits of the 
foldiers, and many deferted. Great numbers of the bat- 
teau-men difperfed themfelves into the country, and fled 
to their refpeftive habitations. To engage the return of 
above half the fugitives, equally inefieftual were threats 
or promifes, rewards or punifhments. The General, how- 
ever, fenfible of the importance of the fervice, purfued his 
march in fpite of every vexatious difappointment. As he 
paffed their country, he called upon the Indians of the Six 
Nations at fome of their caftles ; and fent embafladors to 
the reft, prefling them to join him, with affurances of his 
protedion. But they feemed in general greatly difijidined 
to our weftern operations. Indian affairs had been too 
long negleftcd by the province of New- York, to which 
the principal management of them has always been com- 
mitted. Neither the fums, allotted for prefcnts to thofe 

iavageSi 
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iavages^ were always, by our governors, fairly expended, 
nor the prefents themfelves honeftly ctiftributed. And 
partly through repeated frauds^ and tne omiifion of proper 
meafures to conciliate their favour, our intereft with them 
amounted to little more than a bare neutrality. Mr« 
Johnfon,. neverthelefs, pretending a mighty influence over 
them, was entrufled with 5000L flerling, in order to en- 
gage their afiiftance for the general benent of his Majeily's 
^rvice. For this purpofe he held a conerefs with fbme of 
tiieir principal fachems at Mount Johnfon,* foon after his 
return from Alexandria. 

Your Lordlhip is pleafed to infift upon my ** de/cending 
** into a detail of every tranfadtion^ how minute foever^ that can 
** give any light into the more fecret fprings of our political ac^ 
** tion.^* I fhall therefore acquaint your Lordihip, that, 
upon the general's arrival at Albany, Mr. Johnfon laid be- 
fore him a copy of the minutes of his late treaty with the 
Indians. Thefe minutes, it feems, contained fome unhand- 
fbme refledions upon his excellency ; iniinuating, that, to 
treat feparately with them, he had employed one Lydius, 
a perfon of not the, molt unexceptionable charader, either 
for loyalty or integrity. The iingle reafon upon which the 
furnnife could be rounded, was this : Lydius, who former- 
ly lived near Lake George, and whofe Indian acquaintance 
was very extenflve, had offered the general his affiftance, in 
procuring the junction of a number of them, on the de- 
igned expeditions. Upon which he wrote to Mr. Johnfon,. 
intimating the pleafure it would give him, if he could 
make any ufe of this man in his Majefly's fervice. On de- 
livering thofe .minutes into the general's hands, Johnfon, 
fenfible of the infinuation, told him, he entirely dHapprov- 
cd the refledion they feemed to contain, and appeared 
aihamed of its infertion. Having perufed the paper, Shir- 
ley could not avoid complaining of the ill ufagc ; while the 
other, with folemn vows, protefted he was not privy to it, 
and importuned him to return the minutes, that he might 
eraiie the obnoxious paflage. The former confided in the 
fincerity of his protdlations, but foon after had abundant 
reafon to diftruft his integrity. The 

♦ Sir William Johnfon's own feat, near the lower Mohawk caftle, 
about 36 miles from Albany. 

O Cr^.vii.3 
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The gcstierta had z^^tA to bile ^taUlf d^ ^*Aio tfAdAfi ftUf* 
Albany, fttid had a cdtifidemble iil^t^ with the IiKiluu tif 
Stockbridge.* He pi^ctfed td hii6 his irtdfilig a edA^f 
6i them, ais a ^al'd to the b&tteftHX in th«ii' p^tkg« t6 OH 
wegro. Privsltely was this man imimidaf ed horn this «A- 
deifttikin? : and Mir. Johoibn^ to induct hiih t6 \mik 
throtith his promiibsj i^ered him a dq^aiii's ccMa&iffl&Hi 
tould lie ^gag^ aA Indiail com^My t6 proceed oM fhd fe» 
^ditioti iitider his bwn dii-e^on. 

Vodf Ldtdihip, being ahreftdy iiifdHii^d &f this |eha«^ 
man^s appointment to the contmand Of the proA^ftdil iHH^ 
b)r ih^ fntereil of Gehgfti Shil'iey^ ^M isiittt \Alri psi^ 
tieh^ dt th6 recital (^ a cMididft fo aftdnifliihg aiid U^ 
^XXM. Th6 fecm^ ttiy L5rd^ wad this : Mr. JoUHSm 
yfhA he¥eir difiinguiflied (br his f^hfe &# peh^r^ion. He 
had &»# fbf his kid^e-cattip, Cl^t. Wk^U^ a mail c^ioitttf 
fjbiLvkiy wh& a feW veikrs before had been apjpbidted idSe^. 
taiy j^ Ihdiftn afl^irs^ and di^lc of the dty and county ^0- 
Albany. Gdv^fhor Clihtbli had gratiif ed a dMrnWioH fti^ 
th« kttfer 6f thtCe bfflce«^, before mk dkte of Wraicd^s M:^ 
dl^htiaL A fuit Was therefqf e tomim«xiced, aiid is fitH de^^ 
petidihff between him and th6 perfon ih pofleffion cif tfajS^ 
office^ ni^ended oh the determination m a pbint of ftW^ 
Upon thiii Skxoutit, Wtl^ befeuipie a humble de^diUUi on ^ 
Lieut. Governor Dc Laiicey, before whom, unlds iuperftd* -^ 
ed in the chief ctnnmand, the cafe muft be determined ti^ ^ 
oil a Writ of elrof : Tlie latter, Who had been a deehred ^ 
enemy to Johnfon, throughout the Whole of CSihtOn'i^ kd-» 
miniftration, and had eren prerented th^ aj3fembljf fitKn 
cfifcharging a very ecjuitable deiti£ind he had againft the 
province for fervices and difburfexheilts^ iidW deterttul&lid 
to fall in with, and fet hiiti up, ih competittoh with Shirlejr^ 
Wraxal's poft and depeudance afibrdfed a fifte op^0rtufiinr 
for the purpcfe : and fo Johnfon be(:athe ftrongly aCtddim -^ 
to the Lieut. Governor. Your Ldfdfliip Win il5 lohgef " 
wonder at his procuring all the Indians he toiild prfetM^ 
upon, to join the prcmhdal troop^ tiider his ttwh.d&fif= 
mand ; or at his attempts to exdte others td ifllibajrra& *N^^ 
oblbuft the general^s defigns upon tBe Lake OiitaHjt). ^"~ 



* Stockbridee, by the Indians called HouiatozuCi lies Ufoh uSt we^ 
tera con&ies of the Mafiachufetts-Ba7.r 
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ll^]KWti of a chsMTge A> H^vy 9S Uiis, I think it iincuinbent 
^oft flfif to ^i^ K\ic foDowing ipfitnces : i« Not an In- 
diw joiA^ Gca^^ $^l^y ^t SchenQ<5iady) ajg^e^bhr (q 
1^. JplvniQA'9 BQJ^iv0 ^uFWi:^^. a* Nor at ^titer at tba 
eaftles in tjhfe Qy^ canilon8» W he pafled through them to 
Qfimgo : h^t» W th(? q^ntraiy, 3, One Brant, *n Odo9- 
4ai8fc (th«E)¥ of whof€ iim were in Johpfon'si wpy) at the 
lund ^f itim^ otb^ IP^iiBs, dfi€J9i^ to Mr, Shirley, ^% 
C^effQ^ tfi^t it W49 ?pl9ce 0^ tra4e an4 peace ; tjx^X thffe 
iB^^ \»j^, W^ th^re 9 and that he ihould ^ot diftiurb 
Xhfi Frea^ J *4dipg, that he was gpuig vith the tik^ Qiefl^ 
ta Qm&$^4^ 11)3^ geaerait having convince him» that t£« 
fi^flfuifion <if dic^Ften^ from their encroa^m^nts qmft; ycti 
doulK) to the 94vant2^ of thc^ $1$ Na^iOHs, he a|r<^r(e4> 
^t Mr. Joh^fi^ had i^ thern npon thfi ^mbajfy t^ C^Mfk- 
a^a. Thoiigh^ thi^ ^.ppesired utterly incredible^ it ia never-i 
thde& cer^dn, 4« Sever^ other Indians arrived &om th.^ 
OaiQia^iga cs^e^ with 4 b^slt, ddi^i^g it tQ have be^n fent 
dicm by Mp. Johniba, yiixh kb requ<^3, th^t not a man of 
tk«IH would join the Eoag's troops^ under the conim^d o| 
Qen^ral Slurky. 5. Qtha:^ aUp, from th? Senoca, On^4a, 
a^ Cayuga csmton^, coAcairred ui the Uke Fq)ori9 ; par« 
Ucplsrly dspLQ RckJ^c^ an Indi%« of great ume, and 9 
^pii^lt^ at yie Iftte^eoijin^ at MouBt-Johnibn, came tQ CX^ 
wejgo, in ]p4s: wa)i tQ Qfi^i^^Sktie or lijL Qs^te,, and ddire^ 
the cefl%dcip of s^ Bo^tary 4^gns ; afl^ming^ that with 
th^ iamt reqv^ he w%& gouEkg te t^ Freneh. 

It vtm 'mf^ di^icttity^ my Lord, thefe Indians were 
recendled to our attepipte, detained at Qfw^p, and ther^* 
\yf ^FCfv^^d IrQin cpnununiqktin^ our (^rations to the 
enemy. The general, from thefe mftancei^,^ ba^MPW more 
and npiiOre (wTp^^^Q^S) that the iaftioH at New^York were 
fikteaYQiUriAg to e9ibajm& and impede his m^ures. 
What fajTther confirmed hi9 fnfpid^nSji that th« Lieut, 
^vernor ckIF New^Twks "v^th that view, made Mr. Jbhn* 
fea kis^ infir^meat, waft a lett^, which, after his arrival at 
Oswego, he received from the- latter, wherein he juftified 
that very s^perfion, before di&vowed, contained in the 
minntes above recounted. 

My Lord, we wi^ now leave Mr. Shirley at OfWego } 
and puifue the conrfe of traa£MftioDS» 2^ w^ at IS[ew^ York^ 
aa in the fouthern colonies. Dunbar, 
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Dunbar^ having reached Fort Cumberland^ cUfpatcbed 
an Indian expre& to General Shirley , with an account of 
the defeat, and the neceffary returns refpefling the -troo^ 
under his command ; acquainting him, moreover, with his 
intention of marching to Philadelphia, and his hopes of 
meeting his orders at Shippenfburgh. About the &me 
time, Mr. Dinwiddle wrote to Dunbar, propofing a fecond 
attempt on Fort Du Quefiie. But a council being there- 
upon held, the members of which were Col. Dunbar, LicDt. 
CoL Gage, Governor Sharpe, Major Chapman, Mqor 
Sparke, and Sir John St. Gair, it was unanimoufly con- 
ceived, that Mr. Dinwiddle's fcheme was impradicable. 
The very next day, being the fecond of Auguft, Dunbar 
began his march towards Philadelphia, with 1 600 men, A- 
fix pounders, and as many cohoms ; leaving behind hiorm 
the \^rginia and Maryland companies, and about 400 
woundea. At this fudden departure of the forces,*thc Vir- 

S*nians were extremely difobliged, as not only expc&tijg 
leir frontiers, and occafioning the daily defertion of thdr 
provincials ; but becaufe the enemy, in flying parties, pen- 
etrated into the province, and on many of the inhabitants 
committed robberies and murder. What judgment ought 
to be formed of this retreat, I leave your Lordfhip to de- 
termine. Certainly thofe ifouthcrn colonies ought to have 
{lengthened General Braddock with a large body of pro- 
vinaal forces, which had doubtlefs prevented all this effa- 
fion of blood and treafure, the fat^ confequence of xhdT 
ill-judged parfimony. Upon the advices received from 
Dunbar, Mr. Shirley gave orders for renewing the attempt » 
if the fouthern colonies would readily afford him a compe- 
tent reinforcement. 

Governor Morris having convened the Pennfylvania ai-* 
fembly, informed them of the retreat of our army, and it^ 
a weU-drawn, pathetic fpeech, prefled them to the moi* 
vigorous meafures for the defence of their borders. Thcr^^ 
proceeded fo far as to vote for raifing 505O00I. ; but ofef - 
mg a bill* for taxing the proprietary-dlate, an immediate 
rupture enfued, of which your Lordlhip is long fince ac^'*' 
quainted, by the ample accounts in fundry late pamphlet ^ 
on that and fimilar fubjecls. As to Virginia, now equaD^^ 
open to the irruptions of the enemy, four companies o^ 

rangcF^ 
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&n'gers were ordered out, and the affembly voted 40,000!, 
or fiimiflimg a thou&nd men for the frontier defence. 
!Lbout the fame time, met the council and affembly of 
Tew-Jerfey, and the latter voted 30,0001. for the pubHc 
ervice : but as the houfe propofed to prolong the curren- 
y of the bills for nine years, to which Mr. Belcher, who 
«vcr fwerves from his inftruftions, not being able to at 
fent, 1 5,oool. only was raifed, and its ufe reftriaed to keep- 
ing on foot her regiment at Ofwego, commanded by CoL 
3<iuyler. At New- York, the houfe of reprefentatives af- 
embled on the 5th of Auguft, and fet out with a generous 
pirit. Agreeable to the requeft of the Maflachuletts-Bay 
[ovemnient, always foremoft in military afiairs, they rc- 
Dlvcd to reinforce the provincial army, deftined for 
Jrown-Point, with 400 men. The bill was aftually pafied 
le houfe for that purpofe ; and the council had determin* 
I to conceal from their knowledge, the contents of a fe^ 
md letter from Gen. Shirley to Col. Dunbar, of the 7th 
' -Auguft, in which he ordered him to proceed with his 
oops to Albany, for the protection of that important 
jft, in cafe the colony forces fhould meet with a repulfe. 
f this bill, the affembly propofed to inveft the refpe6Hve 
iptains of the city militia with an arbitrary power to 
iaught men for the fervice. The defign of this extraor- 
iniary projeft was fufpefted to ferve a particular purpofe, 
^ a new eleftion of reprefentatives, which, according to 
iftom, it was thought would immediately enfue the arri- 
2i of Sir Charles Hardy, who was foon expefted with a 
wximifBon for the chief command of this province. It 
M^ainly was a favourite bill ; for, contrary to precedent, 
^^ lieut. governor came to the council board,* and preffed 
hem to p^ it : but when he perceived an amendment 
*rg)aring for a ballot of the recruits in New- York, as well 
w in the other counties, he immediately laid the general*s 
'^ter to Dunbar before the houfe ; in confequence of 
'^hich, the defign of a reinforcement inftantly dropped, 
^d the affembly adjourned the next day. 

* Before the adminiftration of Governor Cofby, it was cuflomary for 
(he governors to be prefent in the council, even when fitting in their le- 
S^flative capacity. But fince that period, they have not openly inter- 
P^cd in the confultations of that branch of the legiflature. 
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Afteir vlut I baye alre;^ recounted) yoi^ I^qr^^bi^ "fpUl 
not, i prefume, be at all fiunp^^sd to wd Mr. t)e I^^oiQeiy 
ll^vipg OQ device yntried to n^i^taUi ^e f^ dire^Qa of 
t]i& afi^mUy. He knew tkat on his iqter^ witti the sei. 
prdentatiyes dq^i^ed his credit with t^e miniftry i ^a^ 
^b^ with; t^e qijurs^tion of his power, to carry %ef%a^ 
points of prerogative, woul4 al|o exppif e t^eir c^nioQ of Uff 
unpprtaxice. Hi« agents in England, to fuj^rt thdir 
p»tron, had hitherto aa^\L&4 a C€»rtain BQl^e hsfi w^^ 
wwy ^f^^^^^m pK^npAfes. They ha4 repi^efented hi^ cap^ 
ty^ to WTfc thi Cipown, in very iwgni^cent teriDR i i|Q» 
&9CgOt h$» f eadinefs to procure^ whenever an c^porti^^tW 
p^^ented, the ob^^nce of the h^ufe to ibme £ai¥GfHf^e| 
loftnidipi^u He^ce it is evident, that t|)e lo^ ^ hif ^ 
epxidancV) over that branch of the l€^;iilati|Fe, niufi na^^rodt 
hf tfrwn^e in the min^n of hS^ ^^^v dsriyq^ 
from the Cro^^. 

While he held the rein^ of governaM^t*^ a&xned on; Sis 
Panvers Q(born'» deces^, the miniftry had none to infge& 
his cpndufl, or trace him throiagh the ma^y khyrinth- of 
bis; politics, ip'rom himfelf came all tl^eir intelUgence, 9^ 
hence undoubtedly none in his own disiBi^vi^ur. During 
^be£^ golden dsijs of fecurity and repofi^ hje i^figned- binh 
6^ ^. pl^ur; ,, and indulged his ns^^uraji di^^lioa tfy 
yql^ptuoii^d^ wd eaib. Tbe pravince^ tSt mew wbilii^ 
was principally governed by his fe^rets^ ; who, Uke a ie^ 
cojad AshSf^ b^e the chief burden of the. ijit^te. Thus ncgt 
%9nt of hi&poUtics^ bis pcpullarity began to fufier a Qiaa«^ - 
wft dedenfion. It w^, j^oxeov^,, no^ly ab^dga^^ ^ ^ 
^ pM&P^ the chQjrt^ b^o^e-mqntioais^ ]fep^giVM». ^ ^ 
$j» own conifeffion, tc^ the di^b^es oi^ 1^ ju<%me^t. t^r^ ^ 
ij^ i^ he incun:^ fucb g^«u^ umbiage^ that the vesji ^ 
S&e^ibers; of the aflembly coul4 9Q^ be wrought upon t^ ^ 
eq^rni it. Nay^ fo difgui|i^ to the peofde was this: ci^ar-i ^ 
t^, that a majority of the mof^ rentable inhabitants uaif -^ 
t^ ag^{^- it in a pe^tipi^. tQ tii^. h^oufe. Civil iibert]h^«« 
;uid, by feme, even Uie r4ghl^ of confcience were i^iagiiiej^ 
^/be in danger ; and the oppoifition being, as it were, pra^ 
^Krh^ ^JbciSy was extremdy animated. The Lieu tenant —-^ 
€k>venioF became now apprehenfiye of the confequen cc « ■ 
fk ftood u]^ the ^opit qf rcflgning hiis command tqagp 

{uccefloMI 
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fiicddfitf hourly expefted ; and, withbut regadmhg hb fett 
M diief jufticfe, his popularity appeared ddfcending; (raSI 
its ftuai^an ; not, in tafe bf a diflblUtiiM, was he iti&nfi^ 
ide hfa authority with the houfe ihuft fuffer a total edijifei 
Your Lordfhip cannot therefore but bbfervii, of What JiU94 
Mifent it Was to fecure the fHendihip of the next gbvlerhbi^ 
Permit me to mention the arts, whereby it was acconii^ 
fjli&ed. 

Sir Charles Hardy arrived in our harbout oh the 2d of 
September, 1755. The council immediately convened 
thettifdves for his reception. In the midft of their ton- 
flikations, Mr. Oliver De Lancey^ without leaVe of thif 
bdasrd, bolts into the chamber, and modeftly iiiterpofet his 
aidvic)^^ to fend a m^a^ to Sir Charles, requemng faiit 
ebhtihikiftce in the ihip till the next mOTtiingk The tta£tA 
affigned was^ to gain time for drawing out tht militiai tft 
] Ux^irt his Ezteltency, at lahdihj^, with the formality 2nd 
j hondiii- due to his rank. But the true ttcrtt was, tb gsdfi 
an opportunity fbt th^ Lieutehant-Gbvfertiot^ and a Adeft 
nijlrtb^ to pais fht evening With him, iii bttler tb condliate 
m giracfes, and ^ve him early imprefllohs in favbut 0^ 
thi&t purty. The neM day, the Goverhor ]^ubliih«d hiii 
cohii^ioh ; and Was, by Mr. De Laticey, inlrited te a 
Ptihliis fentertJEdnmeiit. Iii the ev^hing^ they cbhdiiaed 
^im to the coitimoh, to hear the acckmations of the peo^ 
Pl4i; and, oh every bccafion^ fbllowed him with ^rvile 
^oiirt and adulation. To imprefs a high fenfe of his fttf^ 
^fettffi*'S Jx)pularity, they fpared no paihs. For this pur- 
l^^bft alib they intrigued with the aflembly^ and city cor- 
P^ihttibiri^ tWo de€tive bodies, and thetice under his inltei^ 
^^tt; Of the htter, Mr. Oliver De Lahcey,. 2ts aktermaiii 
^'^ k meihber j and. With true fraternal affe^cm^ ffiliiu* 
l^ted the board to ihfert in their addrefi a complimehl td 
*^ fM^bther. A mbdeft motion, my Lord ! and fo vthe^ 
*^eirfly urged, that it Was canied, though not without 
^iik Oppontibh. The burden of that mbmentbus j^afla^, 
^*Mo*t Whidh the whole had been jgeune and infipidi^ 
'^^ difcharged in thefe tertnir : " U^e hwe the gttatiji rt*- 
** jfei te txpUl the contihuaHon tf thcA "wife mid hlafpf aC 
^ irimrt, we bavb been hieft ^ifh fme iifiH M/R" 
K^ftotttr Was Mr. l)e Lartcey's intwrdt in the aScmWy, is i 

have 
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have already had the honour to acquaint your Lordflup# 
But one gentleman in that houfe oppoied the flattery of 
their addrcfs. He is a man of an affluent, indq>endent 
fortune ; a bold, unfhackled fpirit, and of ftrong natural 1 ( 
parts. The addrefs was calculated to fecure De Lancey's 1^^ 
power both with governor . and people : the former, by I tk 
difplaying to Sir Charles his formidable intereli; in that for 
houfe : tlie latter, by preventing a diffolution ; than I'i, 
which nothing was the object of greater dread. " // bas^ |"^ 
** S/r, (thefe are the exprefiions) been ufual in this coloryj at 
*' the accejfion of a new governor ^ to give the people an oppaiu^ 
*' mty of a new election of reprefentatives. If your Excellency 
conceives^ that fuch a meafure^ in the prefent Jiate of qffmrr 9 
will be confijient with his Majejlfs fervice^ and the fecurit^ 
if this his loyal colony^ it will be agreeable to usj and to tJ^^ 
" people we have the honour to reprefent. 
, ** The importance of the bujtnefs under our confideration^ (m^=i 
*• t}?e dif patch necejfary to accomplijh itj will plead our excufi ^ ^ 
** your Excellency for not .being earlier in this addrefsm 
. ** And Ijere^ Sir^ we fbould have ended ^ were we not injuj 
^ tice bound to pay fome acknowledgment to the adminijiraiio: 
** of your Excellency's predeceffbr^ the Lieutenant-Governor 
*' whofe upright intentions^ as far as we had opportunities ofdij 
** covering them^ ever tended to his Majejif.s honour and fer^ 
*' vicey and the welfare and profperity of this colony^' 

Mr. De Lancey is one of the moft fortunate of men - 
While the people impatiently expefted a diflfolution, 
exprefs arrived, on the 1 2th of September, with a co; 
ed, but alarming account of an adion at Lake Gtorgi 
This rendered it neceflary for Sir Charles Hardy immedi 
atdy to proceed to Albany. Thither the Lieut. Governo; 
accompanied him, and had thereby a fair opportunity t 
engro& and cajole him. I fhall fufpend the relation or 
fiiccefs, till I have laid before your Lordlhip the progr 
of the provincial army, and their repulfe of the French. 
Major-Gederal Lyman, being advanced with the troo] 
to the Carrying-Place, about iixty miles from Albany, 
waiting the arrival of General Johnfon, who fet out fro 
thence on the 8th of Auguft, with the train of artillery 
Lyman had begun a fort at the landing, on the eafl fide 0: 
Hudfon's River, now called Fort Edward. About the lat 
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ter end of the month. General Johnfon, with the main 
body, moved forward fourteen miles more northerly, and 
pitched his camp at the fouth end of Lake George, l^fore 
called St. Sacrament. By fome Indians, who had been 
fent out as fcouts, he received the following advices : That 
they had difcovered a party of French and Indians at Ti- 
conderoga, fituate on the ifthmus between the north end 
of Lake George and the fouthern part of Lake Champlain, 
Sfteen miles on this fide Crown-Point ; but that no works 
»rere there thrown up. To have fecured this pais, which 
rommanded the route to Crown-Point through the Lake, 
lad been a meafure extremely advifable. Mr. Johnfon, 
rat formed of its importance, on the iH of September, 
i/"rote to General Shirley, that he was impatient to get up 
.is batteaux ; propoling then to proceed with part of the 
rcops, and feize upon that pafs. The French, however, 
00k advantage of the delay, and cut out work enough 
OT him at his own camp. 

Of the troops which failed from Breft in the fpring, 
ttountipg to about 3000, your Lordfliip knows, eight 
ompanies were taken with the Lys and Alcide men of 
s'^ar, who fell in with our fleet commanded by Admiral 
^olc^wen. One thoufand were landed at Louifburgh, 
*id the refidue arrived at Quebec, with Monf. de Vaud- 
difl, governor-general of Canada, and Baron Dielkau, 
Ommander of the forces. The French court, well ap- 
*"ifed of the Angular confequence of Ofwego, had deter- 
-^ined to reduce it. Such being the Baron's inftruftions, 
fe immediately proceeded to Montreal ; from whence he 
«tached 700 of his troops up the river, intending hinifelf 
J^ccdily to join them with the remainder. Juft before he 
^d made the neceffary preparations, Montreal was alarm- 
^ with the news of our forming a numerous army near 
•^e St. Sacrament, for the reduftion of Fort Frederick, 
»d perhaps to penetrate into the heart of Canada. Where- 
pon a grand council being held, the Baron was imper- 
illed to proceed through Lake Champlain, for the defence 
^ that fortrefs ; nor was he, without great difficulty pro- 
filed upon to alter his intended route. 

Dielkau, having in vain waited the coming up of our 

*"iny, at length refolvcd himfelf to advance towards them ; 

P rrol.yll'] and. 



1 06 ReiAew 4if the military Operations 

;ind, if he proved victorious, to desolate our northern fi*-' 
tlefnent, hj the towns of Albany and Schcncftady in ajBm^ 
and cut off all communication vnth Ofwego. A dreadfU ] 
rcfdution, my Lord ! And had he fucceeded — I tremble 
at the thought— had he fucceeded— but the Supreme Dit 
Dofer of events had not yet devoted us to ruin ; and there^ 
fofe, like the counfeb of Achitophel, blafted the fiuoguinarf 
purppfe. 

FOT^the execution of this defign, he embarked at Fort. 
St. Frederick with 20Q0 men in batteaux, and landed 
the South Bay.* . Of this movement, Gen. Johnfon ha^ 
not the leaft intiTnatiou, till his fcouts difcovered their 
ual departure from the iSouth Bay towards Fort EdwardL • 
By an Englifh prifoner the baron was told that the For^ 
was defencelefs, and our camp at the Lake, when he left S.'t. 
a few days before, without lines, and deftitute of cannorm. 
Having approached within two miles of Fort Edward, Ix^ 
opened his delign to his troops, confifting of 600 militia, 
as many Indians, and 200 regulars. To animate his ix*- 
reeulars, who feemed difinclined to the attack propoied, bic 
allured them, that inevitable muft be their fuccefc ; *^ Aat 
*' on reducing this fort, the Englifli camp muft necefltiily 
^^ be abandoned, and their army difperfe in great diforder } 
** that this would enable them to fubdue Albany ; and brf 
" ftarving the garrifon of Ofwego, fuperadd to their coi^' 
" qucft the abfolute dominion of Ontario.*' With what- 
ever intrepidity this harangue infpired his European troopB* 
the Canacfians and favages, fearful of our cannon, were ut:- 
terly avcrfe to the fcheme ; but declared their willingnefi 
to furprife our camp, where they expefted nothing beyoft^i 
mufquetry.f Thus difappointed in his principal ^fign, ht^ 
changed his route, and began to move againft the main body 
at the Lake. Gen. Johnfon, on the information of hi^ 
fcouts, had difpatched feparate meffengers to Fort Edwardlf 
with advice of the enemy's approach towards that garrifoa i 
of which one was unfortunately intercepted ; the reft, wk^ 
got back, reported, that they had defcried the enemy abbt^^ 
four miles to the northward of the fort. Inftead of any a^t- 

tcmg * 

* About 1 6 mfles from the Englifli encampment. 

t Our artillery was got up to the camp from Fort Edward, but a d^"^ 
or two before the a^on, of which the French had no intelligence. 



in }hrfh*AmsriaL, frtfjji 1753 ta 1756. 107 

texhpt to difcovcr the ftrength of the guard left t^ith thdr 
ba^teaiix at the South Bay, which might eafily hare been 
Gvt off, a ccnmcil of war refolved the next morning to de- 
tach looomeny with feme Indians^ to fall upon, or, as Mr. 
JdbnibR exprcfles it in his letter to the federal goremors, 
^ to ca$ch the enemy in their retreat." On this- fcrvice 
commanded C(A. Williams, a braTe officeXy who met the 
baron within four miles of our camp. 

The En^iifh, my Lord, were encamped on the banks of 

I^ake George, being covered on either ude by a low, thicks 

urooded fwamp. After the march of the detachment. Gen. 

Johnfon drew up the cannon, then at 500 yards- diftance 

from the front. Trees were alfb fefled, to form, fome fort 

of breaftwork : and this was all his cover againft an attack, 

haTiflg hitherto Itramgely dekyed the proper retrenchments^ 

About an hour after Wflfiams's d^iarture, a heavy fire 

ytA heard ; whkh evidently approaching. Gen. Jokn£e» 

jttfeed riffhdy, that our detachment was retreating. ;■ for 

tlie Frends were fuperior in number, amounting to about 

iBoo. Upon this he fent out a reinfoixement to fiipport 

tliem ; which was very jtodiciouffy conduded, on the death 

q£ "WSMams^ by Lieutenant Colonel Whiting, a ConneSd* 

cot officer, who gained mmch appla)a& at the reduction, of 

Loittfhnrgh* G!ai« Jiohnfan informs the governors, ^ ThM 

^ ^dmttt batfan hour efter ekwn^ theenemf appeared inji^ht^ and 

** tnarcbed abng the road in very regular order, direStly upon our 

^center : That they made a f mall halt, abottt 1 50 yards from the 

" breaJtf'Work, when the regidar troops made the grand and center 

^ o^aek ; whHe the Canadians and Indians fquatted and difperf- 

^edon our flanks.^* This halt was the Barony's capitsd er- 

^r ; for, amidft the confiemation of the camp, had he 

clo^ followed up the detachment, he had eauly forced 

their Knes, and gained a complete viftory .. But by con^ 

tiauing for fome time a j^toon fire, with little execution 

*t that diftance,. our men recovered their fpirits. As foon 

^ the artillery began to play, Die&au and his regulars 

^ound themfelves totally deferted by the militia and fava* 

gcs, who all ikulked inta the fw^ps, todc to trees> and 

■^ntained a fcattered fire upon our* flanks, for fome time,. 

with variable and intermitting brifknefs. Having no^ no 

C<>Damand of any part of his army, except his h&u&dful of 

regulars, 
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regulars, the Baron thought proper to retire ; which he 
did in very great diforder. A party from the camp fol^ 
lowed him, fell upon his rear, difperfed the remaining £clU 
diers about him, and being himlelf wounded in the Iqr^ 
was found refting on a fhimp, utterly abandoned and ddfii 
tute of fuccour. Feeling for his watch, to furrendcr it, 
one of our men, fufpedting him in fearch of a pifiol, pour- 
ed a charge through his hips ; of which wound he is not 
yet recovered. Upon his retreat, the militia and Indians 
retired in fmall parties : and as the Englifli negledsd to 
continue the purfuit, they halted about four miles from 
the camp, at the very place where the engagement happen- 
ed in the morning. Opening their packs for refrefhment, 
they here entered into confultation, refpedting a fecond at- 
tack. Why the enemy was not purfued, when their re-, 
treat became general, no tolerable reafon has ever yet been 
affigned ; and Mr. Johnfon, in his letter, feems very artful- 
ly to evade it. Nothing, however, could be more fortu- 
nate than the gallant behaviour of a party, confifting of 
about 200, led by Capt. M'Ginnes,.who had been detadied 
from Fort Edward, to the afliilance of the main body. 
They fell upon the French in the evening, put an end to 
their confultations, and gave them a total overthrow* 
M'Ginnes died of the wounds he received in this rencoun* 
ter, having iignalized himfelf by a fpirit and condu6): that 
would have done honour to a more experienced officer. • 

Mr. Wraxall, in his letter to the. Lieut. Governor of 
New- York, told him, he flood fo near Gen. Johnfon, when 
the latter received his wound, that " he thought he few 
the ball enter :'' which curious piece of intelligence was 
obliterated before its publication. I only mention this ci^ 
cumftance to convince your Lordlhip^ that the moft intre* 
pid foldier hath not always the fame prefence of mind. 

If the dufk of the evening was too far advanced, before 
the repulfe at the Lake, for an immediate purfuit, (which 
by the way could not be the cafe, fince M-Ginnes's encoun^ 
ter was fubfequent) yet the .negled of it the next day ad- 
mits of -no colourable apology. Mr. Lyman urged it with: 
great warmth-; but the General, with moft of the field oC- 
ncers j are accufed of an equal difuiclination. Mr. John£3ii9 
^Q judge Jby. his letter, feemed well fatisfied with his efcape, 

and 
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and determined with this aftion to clofe the prefent cam- 
paign. -It was probably to avoid the profecution of the 
expedition, that he tranfmitted no account of the battle to 
General Shirley ; contenting himfelf with requefting Lieut, 
Governor Phipps to fend a copy of his letter from Bofton, 
though his own iituation was 200 miles nearer to Ofwego. 
The gentleman at Albany, to whom his difpatches were 
entrufted, fufpefting their contents, and conceiving their 
communication to the General abfolutely neceffary for his 
Majcfty's fervice, broke open the letter to Governor Phipps, 
and fent an exprefs with a copy to Ofwego. 

The Indians, during the whole of the engagement, fonle 
of the Mohawks only excepted, retired from the camp^ 
waiting the event of the conflift at a convenient diftance. 
Nor indeed was their affiftance expefted, by thofe who 
knew their boafted fidelity was a mere delufion, and Mr* 
Johnfoh's fo much magnified influence, what it has fince 
aiq>eared to all men, the grofleft impofture. They even 
declared before their march, they intended not to engage, 
but to be witnefles of the gallantry of our troops. And 
had Diefkau won the day, equally ready had they been to 
fcalp their brethren the Englifh, as now they appeared to 
excrdfe their brutal dexterity on the French. Moreover, 
they came in a body to Albany, immediately after the bat- 
Ac,' on pretence of celebrating the fuccefs of our arms, and 
to concfole with the widows of thofe who fell in the a<9ion. 
Thtis, fays one of Mr. Johnfon's encop^iiafts, is their cuf- 
tom ; iubjoining prophetically, that they were in a fort- 
night after their departure to return to the camp. The 
&vaees, my Lord, obferve no fuch cuflom, fave op the 
condufion of an enterprife ; whereas this was fcarcdy 
commenced : and as to their return, it is notorious they 
never did. Befides, had the General the real intereft pre- 
tended, would he not, for once, have induced them to poft-r 
pone their triumphant feftivity, and untimely condolence, 
Y^hen their prefence at the camp, would they really fight, 
^as of indifpenfible ncceffity ; and himfelf in expcftation 
^f a fecond attack ; nor, by the ftrain of his letter, exempt 
from a little perturbation of mind ? 

To render the lufti:e of this gentleman's charafter ftill 
'^^ore refulgent, by preventing any one's fliaring with him 

the 
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the glory of the day, a junto combined at the camp^ ttd 
framed a letter*, impeacliing Mr. Lyman, the Stcoxkd ia 
conuioand, of daftardly carriage, which they procured one 
Cole, a fellow of no reputation, to fign, and convey to ikft 
pre&* A notable infiance of the amazing latitude to wluch 
an invidious fpirit is capable of proceeding : fo true is th« 
poet's obfervation, 

.■ ■ Men that make 
Envy and crooked malice nourifliment, 
Dare bite the beft.— - Shakejjf. 

For, in reality, no man, my Lord, behaved with more 
magnanimity, than the unfortunate objeft of their jcalouiy ; 
and from his fuperior merit adhially arofe their mafignity, as 
he thence rivafled their deified idol. The reafon why this 
much injured officer deferred his vindication,, was^ not only 
the difgraceful name of his calumniator, but becauCb tu} 
expeded that juftice from the pubHc ; who, accorcfindly]^^ 
in teftimony of his merit, veiled him, the next campaigD^ 
with the fame important poft. But numbers of witne&^ 
eye witneflfes, utterly impartial, and not. bdon^ng to thes 
camp, are ready to depofe, that by them he was fecn fi^-^ 
ing like a lion, and expofing his fife in the hotted of thai 
battle ; not to mention a gentleman! erf undoubted vera^ 
city, to whom Gen. Johnfon, two days after the aftion-«-= 
frajiMy acknowledged, in his tent, that to Lynnan 
chiefly to be afcribed the honour of the vifltory. 

I {hall now, my Lord, take the liberty to make a fc 
remarks on Mir. Johnfon*s letter to the governors ; and 
amine the reafons affigned againft purfuing his advants 
as. weH as thofe alleged for not profecutmg the c 
tiont The repulfe of the French ddivered us from fu< 
ipeakable calinity, naturally to be apprehended from th ^2 
eixemy*s fuccels, that we have infinite reafon to thank tL^ 
QoD- OF Armies, for thus remarkably refcuing us from tL^ 
jaws of perdition. Nor ought we to mention either ou- 
bfficers or men, who generafl^jr behaved as well as could 
expected, without a fuitable tribute of gratitude, B** 

tk« 

* —-Minds, that wilt mount into Itiperior ftatc, 
QVm\> mifchicf 's Udder. Jiichards's mffkbuf^ 

• + Col. John Renffelaer, of Albany. 
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tKc Geacfral's own letter will enable me to convince your 
Lordihipy that the magnificent trophies, ereded to his 
fame, fprung wholly from the New- York cabal ; '^hdk 
iervices, when encircled with his laurels, he was ever after 
to acknowledge and retaliate 

— fana redemitus tempora lauro 

— veterem Anchifem agnofcit amicum. 

By this letter he appears fo confdous of deferving repre* 
faenfion^ rather than applaufe, that the latter part of hid 
epiftle is apparently calculated to divert all inquiry into 
the true reafon of his not purfuing the enemy, and breaks- 
ing ujp the campaign, without paying a vifit to Crown* 
Point. " Our men (fays he) have /tiered fo much fatigue 
^^ for three days pafi^ and are confiantly fianding upm theit 
^' arms by day^ half the whole upon guard by nighty and the rejl 
** lie down armed and accoutred^ that both officers and men ar% 
•* almoji worn outJ*^ I cannot help thinking, that had the 
General begun his breaft-work more fcafonably, and not 
waited for intelligence of the enemy's advancing, before 
he ordered up his cannon, his men had been leis f^itigued 
by tl^is redoubtable aftion. • But left the world fhould re- 
main ui the dark about the real grounds of his apprehen« 
fion, he proceeds : " The enemy may rally ; and we judge 
** they have confiderable reinforcements near at hand.*^ I quef- 
tion, my Lord, whether the whole circle of hiftory affords 
a iingle inftance of an army^s rallying, after the flaughter 
of 1000 men (his own computation) out of about 1800, the 
whole force of the enemy. And whence he conjeAured 
they had any reinforcements fo near at hand, as not to be 
able to join their routed detachment, ftill remains one of 
thofe arcana df ftate, which, by common underftandings, 
is not to be fathomed : or, if the French coniifted of 200 
grenadiers, 800 Canadians, and 700 Indians, (the Baron's 
account to thi General) fo great a flaughter, as is pretend- 
ed by the letter, with the lofs of the greateft part of the 
principal officers, and Monf.'St. Pierre, who had the chief 
command and influence over the Indians, muft have re- 
duced them to lefs than 800. From thefe, one would 
have imagined, there was no danger of a fecond attack. 
Far more probable was it, that for fo momentous an env 

tcrpriie# 
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terprife, as the reduftion of the forts before-mentioned^ 
the French had muftered all the forces they could fpait 
from Crown»-Point and Ticonderoga, where m;>ny. of the 
regular troops were pofted ; efpecially, as they went un* 
furnifhed with cannon. Add to tills, that our army was 
now fluflied with viftory ; the enemy, on the contrary, 
difconcerted ; and, according to his account, inoft of their 
principal officers, and many of their men, flairi ; the In- 
dians too, by the death of St. Pierre, probably wete vering 
and diffipated. This, if fuch were the fafts, was a^on« 
ous opportunity to difpoifefs them of Ticonderoga. But 
the longer they were fuftbred to fortify, the more arduous 
the talk to diflodge them, and the greater the lo6 of our 
prcfent advantage, refulting from their defeat and our 
iuccefs. Befides, was there any probability of their re- 
turn the next day, to re-afiault the camp with mufquetryj 
when the effefts of our cannon (admitting them to have 
done the pretended execution*) were ftiU fo recent in 
their memories ; and to the Indians, even the firft time fo 
vifibly tremendous ? But the cautious general fuligoins 5 
We do not think it either prudent or fafe to he fending vfi 
parties in fearch of the dead.*^ I agree, it had been more 
for his Majefty's fervice to have difpatched them in put- 
fuit of the livino^. After a fhort paragraph concerning the 
wounded, his panic returns : *' / think we may exped^ very 
^ fbortly^ a more formidable attack J^ More formidable that* 
what ? Why, than that of their regulars firing at a dis- 
tance, and the Canadians and Indians running away - 
" and that the enemy will then come with artillery J' I won- 
der whether this gentleman expefted to reduce Crown- 
Point without being expofed to the French artillery ? Bu* 
whence this furmife of a more formidable attack, he thinks 
not proper to communicate. It was well known, th^ 
whole force fent from France amounted to about 3000 * 
that of thefe, Admiral Bofcawen took eight companies, an^ 
1000 were in garrifon at Louifburgh. Admitting, there- 
fofej that all the reft arrived at Quebec, without any lofej 

(a favourable 

* The cannon were fo ill ferved, and highly elevated, that they dia^ 
beyond all controverfy, no execution at all ; none of the deaJ being ob- 
ferved to have been killed by cannon (liot : but amongft the tops of tb^ 
ttccs, thirty and forty feet high, they made great and ufelcfs havock. 






in North-America^ from 1753 to 1756. 113 

(a favourable conceffion) the utmoft amount that reached 
Canada was about 1700 ; of which 500 were at Cadaraqui ; 
lb that, without any allowance for thofe killed at the camp, 
tor in the mock purfuit which enfued, the whole number 
of regulars that arrived with Didkau, and coiild ccmt a- 
gainu him, but little exceeded i loo. The gentleman pro* 
teeds : " The late Col. Williams bad the ground cleared for 
** building ajlockaded fort : our men arefo haraffed^ and obliged 
^* to be upbn watchful duty^ that I think it would be both unfea^ 
*^ ftmable^ and I fear in vain^ to Jet them at work upon the de^ 
*^ Jipied fort. I dejign to order the New'HampJhire regiment up 
•* here J to reinforce us ; and I hope fome of the deftgned rein-- 
^^ faf cements will be njdith us in a few days. When thefe frejh 
** troops arrive^ IJhair* — ^I dare fay your Lordfhip expefts 
at leaft the demolition of Fort St. Frederick : nothing like 
it—" / Jhall immediately fet about building a fort.** Still the 
ftrongeft fymptoms or terror and alarm : for, it is evident 
from this paflage, he had now laid afide all thoughts of 
prafecuting the expedition, fhould even fuccours arrive, 
and in greater numbers than were neccffary. All his puif- 
fint purpofes terminated now " in fetting about building a 
jfirfk" And if indeed he thought Crown-Point impregna- 
Uc by the army then undei* nis command, above 4,000 
ftrong, he muft necei&rily conclude k would be found fo 
Ac next yiear, by double the number : and if then at- 
tempted through another route, his grand fortrefs at the 
*ad of the L^c was abfolutely ufeleis. Nor would it 
prove any defence to the country between Lake George 
and Hudfon's River^ while the French could penetrate it 
^ two other more ufual paflages, the South-Bay and 
Wood-Creek ; through the former of which they had ac- 
tually marched to his camp. And as to their formidable 
Attack with artillery, whence could they bring it, but from 
Crown-Point ? And if they learnt, he intended, in the 
pdent campaign, nothing beyond building a ftockaded 
fort, that very intelligence was fufficient to induce them to 
Attack the camp with cannon ; againft which, I am confi- 
^t, his fort would make but a very indifTcrent refiftarxe. 
fiut, in reality, it was nioft probable they would exert their 
^fiorts in ftrengthening Crown-Point and Ticouderoga ; 
Q {Vol. vii.] tlie 
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the reduAion gf AvWch, for not improving our. fucc^lt 
the camp, will coft us a vaft addition 6f blood and treaiiire. 
. Thus, my Lord, ended this eiqpenfive expe^tion in. Red- 
ing a wooden fort ; faulted by Mr. Mont refer* ; and, I 
.dare fay, derided by the enemy. So that if ever any man 
obtained laurels, without earning them, it was this fortu- 
nate general ; whp, by the fplen^d reprefeiitations of his 
fecretary, and the fovereign decree of his patron. Is exalted 
into an eminent hero- To the panegyrical pen of Mr. 
. Wraxal, and the — fie volo fie jubeo— of Lieut. Gov. De 
Lancey, is to be afcribed that mighty renown, wliidi,echo- 
cd through the colonies, reverberated to Eutrae, abd ck- 
vated a raw, inexperienced youth into a kind of fecond 
Marlborough* 

Fortunate puer, tu nunc eris alter ab illo. 

So capricious is fortune, and fo fond of fporting ^th hu- 
man affairs. The emperor Severus, (I think it is Herodian 
tells the ftory) when obliged to raife the fiege of Atras^ the 
only atterhpt in which he had ever been baffled, thought 
himfelf conquered becaufe he did not conquer : but our 
hero, it feems, is a conqueror becaufe he was hot conquer- 
ed. When a general finds himfelf attacked in his camp, a 
very quaker, methinks, would forget his principles, aiid 
follow, iri fpite of Barclay and the meeting, the ipowerfol 
diftates of nature^s incentive to felf-defence. Axid did the 
valour of our warrior carry him an inch farther ? Did he 
purfue an enemy, who, by flying, with the lofe of about 
thirty men, exhibited a full proof of a mofl: extraordinary 
pufillanimity ? Or, if his wound (which, coqfideriag it iws 
made by a ball vifible in its flight to his aid-de-ca&ip,)idiA 
have been very capacious) rendered his ^erfonal ' pur&it 
imprafticable, were any orders given to improve tie for- 
tune of the diay, and dcflroy a fugitive army ? Was ntt, 
on the contrary, the noble ardor of thofe who offered to 
purfue, by pofitive orders, repreffed ; and a poltron ad- 
verfary fufFered to efcape, whofc recent cowardice promifed 
a general flaughter, and who, in their prefent panic, had 
fallen a facrifice to our viftorious arms ? 

Thefe are fafts of incontefiible notoriety : and ^ mbt 

Lordfliip 

* Chief Engineer. 
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rdfliip demauds, whence then the accounts that fix or 
;lit hundred, Hay a thoufahd, fell' bdFore the c^tnp, 
^hipa, in reality, the enemy loft not abdye two hundred 
aiO the three engagements, which is IdTs than our own 
s) there is no other way oiF accouhting for thefe glaring 
ttepreientations, than that it fuitcd our prefent fyftem of 
litics tQ havQ this af^on exaggerated and niagnified. It 
is! rieceflary to exalt ' Joiinfon^in prdei- to depreis Shir- 
^') and they, who had reprefented the expedition againfi 
own-Point of fuch prodigious importance, thought it ad- 
fejble to render every thmg important that lyias tranfad- 
in that expedition, fevei^ man amon^ ui^ knew it to 
an impofition ; and yet rah the rife of nisiving his Kead 
okp for oflF^ring to doubt it. It was nptpnous, not 
ove tW^y of th? enemy were found flain at the ramp ; 
i thiat the reft of the dead could neither fty into the stir, 
r dive into the earfh. Where then was the remainder ? 
ainticipate the ^iieftion, left any one (hould haye efiron- 
Y enough to ftart it, they were carried off by a flying 
;iny, who took to thi^r heels to &ye tf^eir own lives ; 
I yet were fp an^dpus about their dead, as to carry them 
alon^. Such nufitfeft contradiiaioM arc we obkged to 

^fay, tp es:(;u^ thi$ j^ypjirite General, the blame of not 
Lowing his advantage, has been thrown on Mr. Shirley, 
1 attributed to his ppfitive direftions. Befides the ab- 
;<iity of the accufatipn, that he could be acceflbry to' an 
liffion of thi^ nature, it was abfolutdy impoffible ror him 
know whether the enemy would at all rife an attack. 
>\ir Lordfliip will cpnfider, the General was then at leaft 
5 miles from the place of aftion, nor advifed of it till 
tie days after it happened. But when he received the 
tdligehce, fo Jfer frofpi direfting to the inaftivity of a 
erety defenfive conduft, that he difpatched repeated ex- 
■effes to Mr. Johnfon, urging him, in the moft preffing 
HQs, to purfue the advantage already obtained ; and if 
lahle to proceed in perfon, tp commit the charge of the 
oops tp Major-General Lyman : or, if he found it im* 
aflicable to inycft Crown-Point that feafon, at leaft to 
ike himfelf maft:er, if poffible, of the enemy's advanced 
ft at Ticoiiderpga, Put all was ineffedual ; tKe laurel 
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being already acquired^ fortune w^ not again to be put to 
a deiperate venture. 

We will now, if your Lordlhip pleafes, return to Ofwei 
go, where General Shirley arrived the 21 ft of Auguft, and 
take a view of the courfe of his proceedings in that quarter. 

Your Lordfhip may remember, that the troops marched 
from ScheneAady with fcarce half the number of! batteau 
men, which contraded for the fervice ; and thefe, by irer 
quent defertions, gradually decreafed. Hence the tran£> 
portation of pro^^uons, through this long tradl of country, 
was fo much impeded? that, until the ktter end of Sep- 
tember, it was impofliblf;, upon that account, to movjp 
fiirppi Ofwego. 

The general, however, had, ii\ the mean time, made all 
the nece£[ary preparations for the pqpedition to Niagara ^ 
and as the arrival of a large convoy with provifions wa^ 
then hourly expefted, he held a council of war, at his camp , 
on the 1 8th of September } at which were prefent 

His Excellency the General, 
Lieut. Col. Ellifon, ■ Major Bradftreet, Adj. Gen. 

Lieut. Col. Mercer, Capt. Barford, 

Col. Schuyler, Capt. Broadley, Com. of the- 

Capt. Patten, ' Vefiels on the Lake* 

Major Littlehales, 



The general informed this council, that through the gre 
defertion of batteau-men, the fcjarcity of waggons on \i%-^ 
JVIohawk River, and the defertion of fledgemen at tb.^ 
Great Carrying-Hace, the conveyance pf provifions aipd ott*'" 
er ftores had been fo much retarded, that there had nO^ 
been at any time iince his arrival, a fufficient quantity O^ 
dry provifions to enable him to go upon adion : but as ^ 
large fupply would probably very fpon arrive, he was d^ 
ter mined to proceed immediately. He thought prop^ C^ 
infor^i them of his intelligence concerning the fituation aa^ 
ftrength of the enemy, which was to this purpofe : Th»1 
before he left the Oneida Carry-Place, tw;o trufly Indian^i 
with as many Albany traders, were fpnt as fpies to Niagara. S 
who, after fourteen days abfence, returned with an accoun^^ 
Thjit the Indians had been two days in the French foff ^ 
^^e, which was built partly of flone, but principally c^^ 

losr^r 
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^5 being in a weak and ruino\is condition : that the gar- 
5n confifted of about 60 French and 100 Inctians, who 
1 they had for fome time expefted 900 Indians and a 
intity of ftores from Canada ; but were apprehenfive 
rir veffels were taken : that letters came in frequently 
m Fort pu Quefiie, whence alfo they expefted a confid- 
ble reinforcementt ^ The fpies added, that the Indians 
re difgufted at the divifion of the fpoils on the defeat of 
neral Braddock^ and that the French had loft 30 men in 
it engagement : that they faw many Englifli fcalps, with 
irge quantity of cloaths and furniture : that the French 
1 there 70 or 8d large bqLttea:UX, with which they intend- 
to meet arid board our veffels : and this article was con- 
ti\ed bv another Indian, who fet out ^ter the fpies, and 
leting one of bur row-gallies, cautioned the commander 
linft a nearer approach to Niagara. 
His Excellency dfo informed the council, that an Indian 
' had been with the Outawawas, who aflifted the French 
the aftion at Monongahela ; that they had declared their 
lination to lay down the hatchet ; and that others, more 
fterly, gave tide like intimations ; which had induced 
n to difpatch four meffengers with belts of tirampum, to 
/ite theni into our alliance, or at leaft to engage their 
utraKty, 

Upon the general's arrival at Ofwego, he thought it ne- 
Tary to procure intelligence from Frontenac \ and for 
It purppfe fent out a party of white men and Indians, 
10 returned about the 8th of September, wdth informa- 
n, that they landed upon an ifland, abi^ut fix furlongs 
)xa the fort, from whence they had a full view of it ; 
It it was built in a bay, near the edge of the water, and 
•rounded by a ftone wslU ; the land behind it cleared, 
d rifing in a gradual acclivity ; that two veffels, of about 
tons each, lay moored in the harbour, unrigged, and 
thout guns ; that at the eaft end of the fort, there was a 
^lar encampment, and fix marquis tents ; from the exr 
It of which they imagined it contained about 3 or 400 
;n. Upon the fide of the bay, oppofite the fort, the land 
ojefted about half a ihile : between this and the Ifland 
sy were upon, was another little ifland, about three quar- 
ts of a mile from the fort, inhabited by about twenty Ih- 
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dian families. The fpies added, that there were feveral 
other adjacent iflands \ but they difcovered no batteaux. 
His excellency farther acquainted the council, that an Ipdjaa 
that came to Ofwego about the time of his arrival, and had 
left Frontenac nine days before, declared there were thirtjr 
French within the fort ; a confiderable quantity of jpowden 
and many guns mounted on the furrouncUng wall, wlucn 
was about lix feet thick ; and the ^encampment witboiit 
confifted of 600 foldiers. The information of Redhead, to 
the fame effed:, was alfo laid before the council, wii^ ^ 
addition, that there were two encampments, one of Cana- 
dians, and the other of re^lars, in a hollow, uncUfcovo^ 
ble from the ifland ; and that he was tpld, by the coija- 
mandant, of a much larger nunib$r pf troops emedc4 
with the General, latdy arrived from France ; wh^ tfle^ 
propofed to inveft Ofwego, Gen, Johnfpn's lettey^^ 
i£t of September, iignif) ing, that his jlcouts inforio^ |ym 
of the departure of 300 canoes to Fronten^, was atfo C09« 
iidered : and from thefe articles of intelligence, the account 
of the arrival of the French troops, the fuipen^on of aQ in* 
tercourfe between Frontenac and Niagara, and their lyinjj 
itill fo long at the former, his Excellency obfervisd, it vaf 
not improbable their defign might be to make a defcent <Hf 
Ofwego, if the whole force proceeded on the expec^ofi to 
Niagara, which was about 1 50 miles to the weftward i V^^ 
from whence,' at that advanced feafon, they could not rc^ 
turn in leis than thirty days. That this was the more 
probable, as Ofwego was of the greateft importjmce for fe^ 
curing the frontiers of the weftern colonies, maintaining 
the Britiih dopiinipn over the great lakes, and the country 
jbeyond the Apalachian mountains. He alfo tool^ notice ^ 
tihe defencelefs flfite of Ofwego, which would reiidcr it 
neceffary'to leave a ftrong garrifon there : that the npjn- 
i)er of effeftives at that time in the three regiments and in- 
dependent companies, including ferjeants and corporabs 
amounted to 1376 ; and that the irregulars, who were Al? 
bany men and Indians, procured by his own emiflaripi 
confifled only of 1 20. For the better fecurity of the pbc^ 
fthe General had ordered to -be built, with all jpoflible ^} 
jpatch, a flrong,* wooden fort, ca:pable of mountm^ cannot 

with pickets and a ditch, on a high point, commandipS 
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the old fort on the eaft fide of the river. This, he ob- 
fervedy was ahready begun, and would foon be completed : 
£md that for the propofed enterprife, he had built and 
iequipped a iloopr and fchooner of fixty tons each ; two 
row-^allies, each of twenty tons ; with eight whale-boats, 
teaich capable of ^carrying uxteen men. He then informed 
thetn of his intention t6 embark for Niagara, as foon as 
tttc expeded convoy arrived, with 600 regulars, including, 
gunners and matrofles, befides the Albany and Indian ir-* 
regukrs, one 18 pounder, four 12 pounders, a ten-inch 
tncrtar, a feven-*inch howet, two royals, and five final! 
fwivel-ho^eits ; the veflels, whale-boats, and a competent 
number of batteaux ; leaving behind him 700 effectives, 
two I a pounders, ten 6 pounders, fix 3 pounders, and 
ei^ht cohorns. 

The council, upon this reprefentation, were unanimouf- 
ly of opinion, in anfwer to the feveral queftions propofed, 
that the force intended for the Niagara expedition was 
iu^cient : but with refpeft to Ofwego, fome imagined it 
^Nrbuld not be dcfenfible : the majority, however, were of 
contrary fentiments. All agreed, that a feint upon Front- 
eiiac, while his excellency was gone to Niagara, was by no 
means advifeable. They^univerfally concurred in opinion, 
that a fort ought to be ercfted on the weft fide of the old 
fort : and that it would be for his Majefty*s fervice to pre- 
pare materials for building one or more veflels, larger than 
any of thofe alreadv upon the lake, capable of mounting 
ten 6 pounders, befides fwivels, two more row-gallies, and 
a hundred good whale-boats. 

In confequence of this advice, 600 regulars were draught- 
ed, the artillery and ordnance ftores Supped on board the 
floop Ontario, part of the provifions on board the floop 
Ofwego, and the refidue was Jready for the row-gaHies, 
whalc->boats, and batteaux. While thefe preparations were 
MaHng, the weather was extremely wet and tempcftuous. 
The rams began to fall fo heavily on the iBth of the month, 
that on the beft chofen ground the tents of the foldiers 
'were overwhdmed. As 400 of the troops muft have gone 
in open boats, it was impoffible to pa& the lake, with any 
lafety, till the florm abated ; which was on the 26th of the 
^month, When orders were imtnediatdy xffued for, the em- 

barkation 
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barkation of the troops : but tliefe could not be carrW 
into execution. Thougb the rains ceafed for a {hort ipad^ 
of time, the weflcrn winds began to blow with redoubled 
fury ; and were again fucceeded by continual rains for 
thirteen days togcltner. During this boifterous weather^ 
numbers fell fick, whofe tents were an infufficient flicker ; 
and the Indians, well acquainted witli the climate, went off, 
declaring the feafon too far advanced to admit of an expeo 
dition upon the lake. 

In the midft of thefe difficulties, another coundl, con- 
fifting of the fame members who compofed the laft, was 
called on the 27th of September. The general acqusdnted 
them with the untoward ftate of affairs, and fome of his 
latefl advices. He obferved as follows : That the preced- 
ing day, eight b^tteaiix were arrived, \\nth 48 barrels of 
flour, and 13 of bread ; fo that there was then 14 days.fufl 
allowance of thofc fpecics of provifions for 2000, being the 
number then in his camp : That he thought it neceflary to 
take with liim 21,000 weiglit of bread and flour, which, 
for 700 men, forty days, amounted only to three-fourths 
of the ufual aJlowartce : that, in fuch cafe, there would lie 
left with the garrifon only 8000 weight of bread andfloirfj 
at half allowance for only twelve days : butj by advices 
received from the Carrying*Place and Mohawk River, ht 
had the greatefl reafon to expeft fuch a quantity of proyi- 
fions, in a few days, as would be a full fupply for fbtot 
months : that a party of men with two officers in whal^ 
boats, fent feven days before to Frontenac, to difcoycr tU^ 
enemy*s motions, were returned, with the following report ' 
That they went into the harbour, and faw the fort, which 
appeared to be a regular fquare, faced with ftone, havU^ 
four embrafures in the front : that the encampment cq^' 
flfled of above 100 tents : that twobrigantinesbfaboi^t 

40 tons each, and a finall floop, lying then at anchot, wc^^ 
rigged, and the fails of one of them bent ; and a nufsg^b^ 
01 batteaux Liy near the walls of the fort. He comnAUrii- 
cated t© them alfo a copy of the orders and inflruftioris ri^' 
en to tlie French regulars fent thither ; which were taken 
from baron Diefkau, in the aftion at Lake George : whence 
it appeared, that ten companies of the Queen's battiailidft 
marched from Montreal to Cadaraqui, in twQ divifiohs, up- 
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ic firft and fecond of Auguft, together with 250 Cana^ 
), exdufive of Indians : the number of men therefore 
ontenac, including the garrifon, might amount to 1000 
ives, originally defighed, as appears from thofe papers, 
in attack upon Ofwego. He farther took notice of 
iepartUre of fome of our Indians, and their unanimous 
:oh, that the attempt againft Niagara could not fucceed 
feafon ; on which account, the remainder were refolv- 
» return to their relpedive caftles ; ^ving, neverthe- 
the higheft affurances of their willingnefs to join us in 
1 greater numbers in the fprinff : that the Albany traders 
of the fame opinion ; that the batteaux, though well 
ted for the navigation of fmall rivers, could not live 
lie lake in fuch tempeftuous weather as had continued 
fortnight paft : that Lieut. Holland, who had refided 
; above three years, declared it was commonly windy 
svet, with few fair days intervening, during the fidl : 
it was, beiides, now imprac^cable for the veffels and 
aux to fail in concert : and as the veffels and whale* 
; would not contain all the fupplies, there was the ut- 
danger of fpoiling that part of the provifions and am* 
ition, which muft be conveyed in the batteaux ; in 
iquence of which many of them might be cut off ; it 
5 more than probable, from the weaknefs of their fort, 
nemy would attack them on the lake : That, from the 
lis of the direftor and furgeons of the hofpital, the 
ber of the fick amounted to about 300, exclufive of 
n:^ ; which they imputed to the exceffive rains, and 
: of barracks. His Excellency informed them, he pro- 
1 the ereftion of barracks, and a flrong redoubt on the 
weft of the old fort, before the winter was too far ad- 
ed. 

lefe matters, my Lord, were attentively confidered : 
the council of war prayed leave to add to the Gene- 
reprefentation. That Major Bradftreet, fmce his refi- 
e there, was perfuaded 1650 Canadians had paffed by 
I Cadaraqui to Niagara, for the Ohio ; a great part of 
m, through fcarcity of provifions, he conceived muft 
be upon their return to Canada ; and that a confide- 
: number of French traders go annually from Canada 
Wroit, and other French fettlements to the weftv/ard,. 
R IFci. vii.] who, 
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who, at tills fcafun, are generally upon t^eir r^urn : tl^i 
their paflage home is by the way of Ni^^^riii where, itji 
very probable, they and all the lYcngh will tany, ^ Jqqg 
as their provilion^ admit, for i);^ defence of fo impQTt^ffl 
a poft : I'hat th^p were then but few prpper batt^U4i^ 
at Ofwego ; nor could they be prpvid^ with a ful^Pml 
number, as thofe who. underftood the managemeat k4 bjtt 
teaux were chiefly employed in the tranfportatiop of pri9* 
viiipns from Schenedady to Ofwegp, and from ^Il^y 1)9 
Lake George ; and that the foldiers were unable W coiir 
du& them to Niagara, the lajix beii)g turbulex^t fgsm^ 
five days in iix« 
The advice of the council, my Lord, was unap)i9(>i4]^ 

to this ef&& : That the arrival of the batteaux ^tji pso* 
. vifions, though hourly expeded, was by no means to b9 
depended upon, there being fcalping parties in the lui^f 
bourhood ; one of which, imce the laft council qi "^rar, ^ 
aftually Jsilled three, and captivated two of the workj^ 
employed in building the new fort on the eaft fide of t^ 
river : and the cuttmg off the batteaux was the m<^fi ^ 
be apprehended, as the Indians in our alliapce .were Wl^ 
returning? to their calclcs. Nor did they think it ^ify^ 
ble to ri» the troops in batteaux upon t|i^ JaJsje, at fc iA-* 
vanced a feafon of the year. TTxey apprqved his Ej^ceQcP* 
cy's intention of raifing barracks for the foldiers with^l^f 
delay ; and thought the fort, on the eafi fide of the Ona?" 
daga river, ought to be completed as Ibpa as pofiible } j|9^ 
again advifcd the crecHon of a work for mounting ^aPfl^^ 
on the eminence weft of the old fftrt : dl wh^ch, in t}i^^ 
opinion, could not be effei^d before the winter w^ too ^^ 
fet in, without employiijg this whole ftrength then at t^ 
place. They were alfo unanimoufly and clearly of op|^ 
ion, that his Excellency ought tp dpfer any atteijapt on I^i 
agara or Frontenac, till the next fpring \ whtn they M^ 
great reafon to exped the Jun&ion of a large body pf t^ 
pix Nations, and fome of the French allies, who ha4 tak^^ 
up the hatchet againft the £ngli£h, and were concerned <^ 
the banks of the Monongahela. Bdides, he might, 39 t^ 
enfuing campai^, have a greater number of troops, wha)^ 
boats inftead ofbatteaux, and a more powei^ na^^ for<3^^ 
which they conceived pught to b^ provided agaiflft'.tfe* 
next fpring. Thi^ 
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^ Tlu& :ldvice, iiiy Lord^ the General proceeded imtnedi- 
fttdy to carry intoexecirfeidli^ Completing the fott on the 
sttft fide of the river was a matter of principal attention, 
becaufe fituated on a high. point of land, at 100 yardi di£- 
iance from the laks^ commanding the ground round about 
:t ; the old fort at 450 yards diuance, and the entrance of 
die harboun Its drcumfsrence \i^as 800 feet, being built 
9f logs from 20 to 30 inches diameter, ilnd the outer i^rall 
GsMitteen feet high. Round it was to be a ditch fourtten 
Etet l^'oad and ten deep^ Within, a fquare log-houle to 
arerlook the walls, and barracks for 300 men. This fort, 
called Ontario, wss'to mount ^teen pieces of cannon^ 
Anothet^ called OsTwtgo, was immediatdy begun, upon an 
eminence 450 yatds weft of the old fort. It was a fquar)( 
Elf 170 feet, with baftibtis, and a rainpart of earth and md- 
^ry ; which, belides the parapet, was to be twenty feet 
hileky tNvdve in hdght, with a ditch fourteen feet broad 
fttd ten deep. The bailacks within were to contait^ 200 
Men. This Was to mount eight pieces of catiAon ; being 
lade the more defenilble^ as it commanded a good haadi 
Lig^, difbmt 150 yards on the edge from the lake* 

"While thefe works were carrying oil, the General cm* 
toDytd himfelf in a neci^lary attention to Indian aSairs. 
[te Uboured to eftablifh foine of the principal Onondigas^ 
^Sio were, through negligence, become wavering ; and 
lipatched meflages to thofe who were gone from us, and 
titled at Ofwigatchie, and to the Mefmagues ajad Chip* 
a;^deiB on the north fide of the lak^ Ontario. Others 
(^^1^ fent to fomefit the difaffedtion of the Outawawas, dif« 
jufied at the! Frenxdi partition of the plunder, on Brad*' 
iCHdc^s defeat. With the Senecas, the remoteft from oiur 
^ttlements of all the five cantons, and therefore the mdft 
tebftLiched b^^ the French ; he. fucceeded fb well, that thcj 
Mw difmifled Joncaire^ one of their emiilaries, whole 
^her had been long fuffered to refide among them, in 
TO of our repeated remonftrances, and was the chief pre- 
fer of the fort at Niagarl. They aUb engaged to meet 
^^fai, the next campaign, with 1 00 of their warriors, and 
pfomifed, for the future, to refufe the ailiftahce they had 
wiherly given the French, in tranfporting their fuirs, with 
^<3irits and fleds, acrofe the Nis^;ara Garrying-f lace ; as 
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neceflary there, as at any of our portages between Schenec-^ 
tady and Ofwego. When nothing fiuther could be profe^-^ 
cuted, the General retired from Ofwego the 24th of OAo-^ 
ber, leaving 700 men in garrifpn, under the command o^r 
Lieut. Col. Mercer, with orders to continue the works pro-« 
jefted for its defence. 

Having, my Lord, taken up too much of your time it^. 
a circumuantial relation of the proceeding in this quarticr^^ 
I ihall not trouble you with any refle£hons upon them^ 
Tour Lordfhip has feen the infurmountable difficulties 2L.^ 
tending -this weftern ^expedition ; and will doubtlefi ap^ 
prove our not hazarding the lofs of Ofwego. That iiicbi 
would have been the event, had Mr. Shirley left the place 
about the beginning of Oftober, was wifely forefeen, from 
the advices he had received ; and Baron Dielkau, juft ai& 
ter the adion at Lake George, aflured a gentleman of di£ i 
tin^on in the army, he qucftioned not the Engliih General 
would make himielf mailer of Niagara ; but that tlxc 
French had half the forces he brought with him from 
Breft, with a number of Canadians and Indians, at Frofs- 
tenac, ready, immediately on his departure, to inveft Os- 
wego', and cut off his retreat. 

' While the General was at Albany, after his return fro^^ 
the Lake, forwarding the fupplies for the gaiirifon at 9^* 
wego, preparing for the operations of the next camp^dg^^) 
and examining into the ftate of the troops arrived thejcrc 
under Col. Dunbar, the city was alarmed by cxpreflSss 
from General Johnfon, informing, that 8 or 9000 of ttm^ * 
enemy were advancing towards him. Sir Charles Hardj^* 
then at Albany, called in the militia ; and a detachment C^ 
the regular troops, with, a train of artillery, hdd. thcnC* 
fdves m readineis to march at a moment's warning. 3l^ 
another expreis gave reafon to believe thofe apprehenfioc^, 
were ill-grounded, and General Johnfon's fears, in fonr*-* 
meafure, ztbated. It.feems a few Indian fcouts had difco^* 
ered the tracks of a l^ge irmy ; but Capt. Rogers, tbi^ 
brave officer before-montioned, came into the camp foo^ 
after them, and declared, the enemy were employed, a^ 
the General had predifted in his letter to Mr. Johnfon of 
the 19th of September, in throwing up works at Ticon- 
deroga. Upon which, the militia were difmiffed to their 
refpeiaive habitations. Of 
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Of the malignity of the New- York feftion againft the 
sneral, I have already acqiwnted your Lordfhip : per* 
[ t me to prefent you with another inftance of the dime 
»it. A mercenary fcribbler , of whom I fliall ■ foon take 
sre particular notice, is pleafed to inform the public, that 
CoL Dunbar, with his forces, were obliged ux weeks to 
ie encamped at Albany, in the rain, and ihow, till bar* 
racks were built for them : that they were entirely 
obliged to Sir Charles Hardv, that they got a ftick of 
T^ood tQ burn, So (fays he; were our forces difpofe4 

Albany, my Lord, is an old, compaft city, confifting of 
>r 400 well built houfes ; and at about 1 6 miles N. W. 
>in it^ is the town of Schenedtady, confifting of abput 
o houfes. The inhabitants ^e far from being indigent ; 
t adjacent country abounds with provifions ; and in 
ih quarters, your Lordfhip is fehfible, his Majefly'il 
>ops will not want neceflaries, efpecially fuely in a coun- 
^ covered with timber. Where then the probability. 
It the forces, which confifled of 1200, would fuffer in a 
ft like this ? As to the affair of barracks, my Lord, 
ire was a council held at New* York, on the firfl pf A^t 
fi, when the news arrived of Col. Dunbar's retiring iur 
winter quarters, after Braddock's defeat. It was com« 
fed of Mr. De Lancey, the Lieutenant-Governor, Meffrs. 
exander, Kennedy, Murray, Holland, Chambers, and 
xith ; and the opinion of that board then was, " Tiat 
*^t only the King^s forces to the foutbivardj but alfo thofe thai 
t:ouId be fpared from Nova-Scotia^ Jhotdd quarter near AU 
hany^ for any future operations.^^ This refolve, Mr. De 
iicey tranfmitted to the General at Ofwego ; and a^ 
inbar's troops were ordered to Albany, for the defence 
that country, and particularly to make a fland, in cafe 
5 provincials were defeated, they had, methinks, the 
jhefl: reafon to expect fs^vour from the inhabitants, and 
e. fpecial countenance of the government, even had they 
en quartered upon them as ufual : and which, at pre*- 
It, is aftually the cafe, by exprefs orders of my Lord 
)udon. The General, I fay, had no reafon to expeft, 
X)n this head, any oppofition from the civil magiflrate. 
at Sir Charles Hardy, on his arrival at Albany, about the 

26th 
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&6th of September, fignifi^d to him by letter, hb afipre- 
henfions of uhekfihefi af ifihg^Siong the iiihabit^uits, flioiilc 
the foldiers be quartered up6n private fziftiilies ] ahd wlftl 
td to hive hii £scellehcjr's 6rderd for builditig barriUte 
both there and at Schenediady, left his affembly ihdilld 
thoofe to put the pi'ovince to that charge. He klib* 
preffed his hopes, if fuch an expense was iaved tlMni^ ai 
their greater readinefs to raife mote men, ihould the ibr, 
vice require it, the next campaign. The Oenei*al*» tnfi^ct 
to this letter equally demonftrated his integrity td thtf 
crown, and concern for the troops. He intimated hig 
fears, that the conftruftion of batracks would be thdti^ht 
ah extraordinary expenfe ; but it beliig neceflitfy for tie 
fenace, that Dunbar's, and the regimeflt of the lat^ flip 
Peter Halket, fliould winter in Albany and Schen«Shid)% 
he complied with Sir Charles's requeft ; arid defifed Wtt 
to provide barracks for thofb regiments with HI potfUl 
diligence, that the tro6p«, on their arrival in his gdVfffl- 
rtiettt, might not find themfelves defHtut^ of quarters, "ft! 
telieve the croSfcil iil the expetife, he faf ther todk notict ta 
Sir CharleS) of the requeft made by his own gbveituiMdC 
for driwihg thefe troops to Albiny ; that they Wdtdd to * 
^cial manner cover the frontier of Ne\)^-York, be 0f fitt** 
vice to Ofwego in the enfuliig fprihg, and that the ioitob* 
itatits would draw very large fums from their refidJea^ 
atttbngft them. iJ(^t did he forget to recommefld an iflri* 
f ation of the Maflachufetts«6ay, who thought it rcafdittl*^ 
to ereft barracks for his own regiment, though they toe*' 
their continuance among them would be Ihort, defHiMd^ 
they were fbt the weftern expedition. But that thi* 
might be no ddly in building the barracks, stfifing ft** 
any doubt of the emfenfe b<jiftg paid by the prdwid* *» 
Ne\V-York, Mr. Shirley informed Sir Charles, that if tWf 
would ftot, after thefe coniiderationS, take that expenfe on 
f hemfdves, he would defray it out of the coritirifferit ffifi* 
ney in the hands of the deputy paymafter. 'HiuS, Hf 
Lord, if any ground for complaint of the want of bsLfradttii 
Mr. Shirley, it is clear, was intirely uncenfurafete : Infl tf 
the troops, ite this libeller informs us, did fuffer irk th& 
tents, I fubmit it t6 your Ldrdlhip, ivhofe province It tWI 
to hdve found them better quarters. But the fiA isj thrt 

the 
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3 barracks were fipifh^c]* <in(l the traces quartered in 
pqi before the firft of Pec^mber^ ftiel provided for them 
^oent for the winter, and all ^t tJxe expenie of the crown, 
rilie winter now .approaching, coipmiiBoners were ap? 
Ipted, by the gpyerninents qqnc^ned in the Crown'< 
iat expadiUpn, to afcei^t^iii their refpen^ive quotaa for 
r)?iiqning the forts Edward Jind WilUam-Hepiryj and dit 
lading tjie rpft pf the army* After this ^ras completed, 
3 (jeneral and Sir Charles Hardy returned to NewrYork, 
^f^re file forme:^ convened a grand congrei^ of governors 
$1 ^el4 officers, to deliberate on a plsui for the operationa 
^he fucceeding campaign. But before I enter upon their 
Lfiiaf^Qns, I mil brie%^ lay before your Lordmip thofc 
tiweejA 3ir Charles Hardy and his smembly, which was 
^ned on the 2d, and continued fitting tUl the 23d of 
X^ember. 

I have already obferved, that the miniftry, from the time 
Mr. Clinton's departure in 17539 had been folidtpui) 
put procuring the confent of our anembly to a law, efla-i 
ibing a permanent provifion for tlie Governor, and other 
p^iflary officers. When Sir Danvers Oiborne arrived, he 
ought with him ^u inftruftion for that purppfe ; from 
9 terms of which it was apparent that the miniftry had 
)9»ich at heart ; ^pd Sir Danvers, before he left En^and, 
is made tp believe that Mr. De Lancey, by means of his 
e|it popularity, would enable him to carry it into execu* 
m. This I had from a gentleman, to whom Sir Danvers 
^ed hiinfe}f, and whom he confulted before his embar-* 
^^i$Ki for his government* The gentleman is a perfon of 
:e fiHt figure in thei^ colonies } and bein^ acquainted 
\iS^ the fyiiem of politics in New- York, he informed Sir 
nniF^rs, that thofe promifes were by no means to be de<« 
msnded upon : that Mr. De Lancey was inesprelfibly 
9|pus qf his afcend^ncy over the aflemUy, who were ut- 
¥^ difindined to a perpetual fupport'; that he would 
Oil in no meafures that might weaken the confidence they 
t{)6fed in him : that as Ions as he maintained his influr 
age in their counfels, he would virtually he the governoir 
i the province ; and therefore, upon the whole, hisi inter-? 
^ Mid ambition would infallibly lead him to keep erer^ 
lov^mor in a ftate of dependence upon him. Sir Ban* 

vers 



01 



'I; 

'I 
I' 



128 Review of the military Operations 

• 
vers difliked fo difagrccable a predi Aion ; and many are of 

opinion, that its accomplifhment haAened his unhappy fate; 
Ejcoife me, my Lord, for troubling you with a rdation of 
fafts, a little out of the ftrict order of time. There is an 
anecdote of Sir Danvers, of which I would not have your 
Lordihip uninformed. He arrived here on the yui of 
Oftdber, 1753, under very difcouraging apprehenfions of 
the people ; and indeed not without reafon, the q^fltion 
againft Mr. Clinton having been carried beyond aJl deco- 
rum. Governor Ofborne^s commiffion, through Mr. Clin. 
ton's abfence, remained unpublifticd till the third day after 
hb arrival. This is ufuaUy done firft privately, in the 
council-chamber ; and immediately after, in the moft pub- 
lic manner at the city-hall. To. wait oh his £xcdld«!y 
thither, Mr. Clinton came abroad ; an aftonifliing crowd 
being adOTembled at the Fort Gate, to attend the proccffion- 
Mr. Clinton's enemies were very affiduoiis in exciting the 
popular acclamations ; and the huzzas of the mob were 
icarce intermitted for a moment. There appeared, in fliort, 
fuch a profiifion of joy, accompanied with fome indecent 
cxpreffions refpefting himfeilf, as gave Mr. Clinton juft rca^ 
fon to fufpecl more open indignities^ He therefore foOn 
took his leave of Sir Danvers, who expreffed his difpte^ 
fure at the conduft of his enemies. This, my Lord, jffov- 
ed a day of general feftivity and Bacchanalian frolic, b 
the evening, the city was illuminated : the common blazed 
with bonfires : great was the confumption of Madeira ; 
and every complny rung with maledidions againft the late 
commander in chief, who was charged as the fole procurer ■ 
of the new inftru£tion ; an account of which could oiif 
have tranfpired from fome of the council. Sir Danyers 
alone appeared unaflfected with our intemperate tcvels; 
and on his countenance fat a melancholy gloom. He con- 
vened the council on Thurfday the i ith of the month ; 
and prayed their fentiments on the probability of obtain- 
ing a permanent fupport, according to his inftruflidns. 
That the point was unattainable, they all delivered as thdr 
unanimous opinion. He then required the folution,of the | 
fame queftion from each member feverally ; and ftill -ftbin 
each received the lame reply. Upon this, he turned him- 
felf about in apparent diftrefs, uttered a deep figh, and rc^ 

clinmg 
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ining his head againft. a window, in a defponding ac« 
int, faid, " What then am I come hither for ?" The 

2xt morning ^But I defift* This inftruAion, as 

3ur Lordihip will be pleafed to recoiled, remained un- 
rvoked all the time of his fucceflbr : and it is natu- 
il .to expeft, that the people of this province were 
2ry inquifitive whether it was continued to Govern- 
r Hardy. They were fo. But Sir Charles did not fok 
m the example of Mr. De Lancey, in laying his inftruc- 
ons before the affembly. The article, relative to the fup- 
ort, has undergone, I am credibly informed, very few al- 
^rations, and tnofe only in the preamble. That it was in 
ibftance the fame, is evident from his fpeech to the houfe, 
a the 3d of December, ^t the opening of that feffion. His 
ords are thefe : ^^ I am commanded by his Majejiy to recom* 
niendy in his name^ without delay ^ to confider of a proper law 
to be pajffedy for fettling a permanent revenue^ upon a folid 
foundation^ for defraying the neceffary and efiablijhed charges 
^government ; taiing care that fucb law be indefinite^ with' 
out limitation of time ; and that provijion be made therein for 
u competent falary to the Captain-General and Governor in 
Chief of this his Majejifs province ; and likewife for compe-^ 
tent falaries to all Judges^ juflices^ and other neceffary and 
ufual officers and minifiers of government : and alfofor a cer* 
tain permanent fund^ for repairing and maintaining the fortifi^ 
cationsjfor making annual prefents to the Indians^ and for the 
other cofitingent expenfes attending that fervice : and^ in gen-- 
eralyfor allfuch other charges of government j as may be fixed 
or afcertained.*^ The affembly, in their addrels, after a 
iftly-merited compliment, for his activity in proceeding to 
Jbany, and their approbation of the meafures for garrilon- 
ig the frontiers, fubjoin this emollient paragraph : " We 
Viifh we coilldy with equal fatisfa6lion^ reconcile to ourj elves 
jmr Excellency's recommendation of an indefinite fupporf : but 
' humbly beg leave to inform your Excellency^ that we have no 
* permanent funds ^ on which to ejiablijh fuch a revenue ; nor do 
' any occur to us^ without very apparent inconveniencies to our 
^ ^Jiituents. We therefore mofi humbly hope we Jhall ftand 
' acquitted in the eyes of our mofi gracious Sovereign^ if we de* 
' cltne a meafure fo diredly oppofite to the fcntiments of almofi 
every individual of the colony^ We cannot leave this fuhje£l^ 
S IVoU vii.] ** without 
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^ without di/chjin^ to your Eiccellency ihe conceffi if gives uf^ 
^ that this his Majejtfs Ityal colony^ which ^ though fmatl in 
" nuThbefSj hds cheiffully bote y&y hed^y ekpenfes^ ana particu^ 
** larly ftipported its Governors] and other officers of governments 
•* in a mote liberal mdnnef than mojl othets on the cdnfinent^ 

Jhould be requejied to furfue meafutes hitherto unknown to it^ 

whilji the rejt^ altnofi without exception^ are left io prailift 

the very meafutes der&ed to usJ^^ 

Mr. CHnton, my Lord, aiked of this fame affembly only 
a fupport for five years, and it was refafed \«dth indigna- 
tion and virulence. Sir Charles here defnafids tnuch more j 
and we fee, that he is anfwered >?tdth the moft commenda- 
ble decency. To help your Lordftrip in accounting for this 
contradiftory behaviottr ; Mr. De LantCey was bciit upon 
expelKng that Governor from the province : and to gain 
his point, continually fomented the quarrel he himfelTex- 
cited. But Sir Charles was to be treated in a different 
manner, and meajfures more lenient were to be purfued. 
An afceridaftcy o^er hinfi would enfure to his Iiei]^enant 
many advantages, and enable him to procure the governor's 
affent to a biH, for paying him a: latge fuih, now diie for his 
falary and other perquifites, while he had the chief com- 
mand. He might indeed, but durft not pais fuch a bill 
himfelf , and therefore it was not oflfered. Accorcfingly, the 
houfe, at their very next meeting, fent up a biH to the 
council, on the 4th of February, 1756, for paying the det)ts 
of the government ; in which he \('as a creditor for near 
4000I. But of this I fliall have occafion to take rtiore par- 
ticular notice. Thus, my Lord, I will forfeit my faotiour, 
if, upon a faithful perufal of th6 journals of affeiiiHy, your 
Lordfhip doth not find the conduft of the houfe, and die 
intereft of Mr. De Lancey, for ten or fifteeii ye^spafi,pcr- 
feftly to tally. 

Let us now take a view of the tranfadions in the grand 
council of war, which the General had convened at NeW- 
York, for fettling a plan of the future operations. It was 
opened on the 12th of December, 1755, and contidtiedt 
fitting for the fpace of two days. Though the invitadtm 
to the governors was univerfal, it confi&d only of thdc 
members : 

Bit 
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His ExceUency General Shirky, commander in chief of 
9II his Majefty's forces m North Axn^riica : 

His JB^ccelkncy Sir Charles Ha^dy^ S^night^ governor and 
ppijimaiiider in cJwef of the provinjcc of New- York : 

The HonouraWe Horatio Sharpe, lieutenant governor 
apd commander in chief of the province of Maryland : 

The Honpi^able R^obert Hunter Morris, lieutenant gov? 
(?nior and comomnder in chief of the province of F^iHfyU 
?ania : 

The Honourable Thomas Fitcb^ governor and comman? 
der in chief of the cobi^y of Connecticut : 
Cplonel Thomas Punbar : 
Colonel Peter Schuyler : 
Msyor Charlss Craven ; 

Sir John St. Cl^ir, deputy quarter-Bciafter general : 

M^jor John Rutherford. 

L^r adjufting feveral points of rank, the members took 

x^ir feats in the order mentioned ; and the General open- 

i the conference, by laying before the council the King's 

L£ru61;ions to General Braddock. He then delivered his 

jntiments to the board, to the follQwing purpofe ; " Thai 

' ^ur only entrance into Lake Ontario was through the Onondaga 

^Jtiver to Ofwegq. No other harbour had his Majejiy^ upon 

Jibat Lake J capable of receiving veffels of force : That Ofwego 

^vasfttuate in the country of the Omndagas^ the center canton of 

Mbe Six Nations^ and famous for the fur trade : no other mart 

^ould we boajijfor commerce or correfpondence^with thofe nume^ 

9^ous tribes ofjfavages inhabiting the wefiem country^ on the 

Aanks of the gr^at lakes Erie^ Huron j Michigan^ andth^ many 

divers which roll intg them : That the Lake Ontario was only 

^Jcceffible to the Canadians through the river Cadaraqui^for^ 

^fierly called by tb( French Flewue Iroquois / but in their late 

^napSy calculated to countenance their exorbitant claims j cUJiin* 

jgmjhed by the name rf St* Lawrence. At the head of that 

river was their entrance into that lake, and near Fort Fron^ 

tenacj jituated on its mrth^ajlern edge^ about fifty miles frem^ 

cmd nearly oppqfite t\ our fort at Ofwego : fhat while the 

^ enemy kept poffeffion of Frgntencic^ with the harbour at Frmto^ 

^ and a free pajpige through the Iroquois River ^ they would aU 

** ways be able to build and 7naintain veffels of force upon the lake ; 

^* That his Majejly would therefore be necejjitated tofupport a 

** naval 
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** ff^it;/^/ armament there^ at leaji equal to that of the Frencr^ 
** Without this, they might annoy any forts we could ered at 
** north-eafl end of the pafs at Niagara ; and Ofwego itfelf 
^^ loft* The inevitable confequence of which would be, thedefr* 
*^ tion of the Six Nations y the lofs of the whole country j for 1 
** 300 miles ^ from Ofwego to Schenedady, and perhaps the 
•* duaion of Albany itfelf' The General added, " That 
** the French forts at Niagara, upon the lake Erie^ and the 
** Ohio, thofe alfo upon lake Huron, at the Streights of Micbi^ 
•* imackinac, and the Lake Michigan, Jlill more wejierly, receive^ 
*• all their fupplies by water-carriage from Montreal, through the 
River Iroquois, and the Lake Ontario : That the French fettle^ 
ments at the mouth of the MiJJiJippi furnijhed thefe northern 
garrifons neither with provijions nor Jiores, being nqt only at 
** 2000 miles dijiancefrom any of them, but embarraffed wito in^ 
fuperable difficidties, by a laborious navigation againfi a rapid 
fiream.** Hence his Excellency concluded, ** That could 
the French be diflodged from Frontenac, and the little fort ai 
** Fronto, and their entrance into Lake Ontario obftrudted, all 
*' their other forts and fettlements on the Ohio, and the wejkrr^ 
** lakes, were deprived of their fupport from Canada^ and mft 
** ere long, be evacuated.*^ 

Impreffedj my Lord, with thefe views, the Greneral pro- 
pofed, as a plan of operations for the next year. That 5000 
men ihonld be very early affembled at Ofwego, and 4000 
of them fent to attack Frontenac and La Ga]ktte ; which 
being reduced, an attempt fliould be made upon the fbrt$ 
at Niagara, F^efque Ifle, Riviere au Beuf, Detroit, ap4 
Michilimaldnac : and that, in the mean time, 3000 provin- 
cial troops fliould march fi"om Will's Creek, for the reduc- 
tion of Fort Du Quefiie : That a body of 10,000 fliould 
proceed to Crown-Point, build a fort there, and launch onC 
Or more vcflels into Lake Champlain : And, that the force 
of Canada might be farther divided, he propofed, tha^t 
2000 men fliould carry lire and fword up Kennebec RivcTj 
fall upon the fettlements adjoining to the river Chaudicrcjj 
and proceed to its mouth, three miles diftant from Quebec } 
and by dividing themfelves in fmall parties along the banks 
of the river St, Lawrence, and deftroying the fcattered 
fettlements there, keep- that part of Canada in continual 
alarm3* 

He 
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then plbferved, that if the feveral attempts upon 
Ti-Point, the forts upon the Lakes, and the Oluo, 
not profecuted at the fame time, very perilous might 
5 confequences : That if, in particular, while Fron- 

and Niagara were attacked, no attempt was made 
ft Crown-Point, the whole force of Canada would 
\ to oppofe us } whidi would defeat the de(ign, and 
re fo large a body of troops, as to render the tranf- 
tion of heceflaries to Ofwego impra^cable. So nu- 
ns an army might alfo march againft Albany, as ef- 
illy to cut off the retreat of our forces, or at leaft to- 
obftruft their fupplies : That fhould, on the con- 
, our whole ftrength be deftined for Crown-Point, 
he weftern operations neglefted, Ofwego, the grand 
': of the French, was in the utmoft danger of falling 
heir hands. A lofs irreparable, and beyond eftima- 

the lofs of the whole country down to Albany, 
that of the Six confederate Nations ; and to the 
h, the acquifition of an abfolute dominion on the 

and the whole fouthern country. 
. Excellency finiflied with informing the council of 
te intelligence : That the French were building thitc 
veffels, of fuperior force to ours, in the harbour of 
:enac : and upon the whole, prayed their advice. 
)lan, fo well digefted, and fo clearly ftated, required but 
confideration ; and accordingly it was in the main 
moufly approved. The council advifed the General 
rt orders for building three or more veffels at Ofwe- 
They were of opinion, that 10,000 men were necef- 
br the Crown-Point expedition, and 6000 for that 
ike Ontario. The attempt againft Fort Du Qucfiie, 
e weftern governments, it wus thought, would an- 
very good purpofes, efpedally in fecunng the fidelity 
; weftern Indians. The feint againft Quebec was ap- 
d, if it interfered not with the other expeditions, 
operations on Lake Ontario, they conceived, ought to 
with the attack on Frontenac : and, upon the whole, 
of opinion, that an additional number of regular 
3 would be neceflary for effeftually recovering and fe* 
5 his Majefty's rights and dominions on the continent. 
e council haying finiihed f heir bufinefs, the Govern- 
ors 
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prs foon after returned to their refpeftive provinces. But 
the Qeneral continued his head-quarters at New- York ti^ 
the 2 1 ft of Janu;ary, to profecute <i|i expedition againfi T!u 
ponderoga, this winter : and as the French garrifon wu 
left very weak, it had doubdefs fucceeded, 6ad not th^ 
want of froft and fnow prevented the tr^nfpprtatiQn of the 
(lores. Before he left New-York, he had a frefh inj^t^no^ of 
the unwearied and iU-natured induftry of Uis oppq&rs ; pjT 
which, becaufe important in its confequences, I £baU ^7^ 
your Lordfliip an ample detail. The principal agents werf 
Meflrs. Ik Lancey and Pownal, who now formeda \&si4 (4 
duumvirate, to perplex tlie fervice, in order to ruin thf 
General. Without queftion, my liord, you ar^ as mucjb 
iurprifed, after what has already been {aid concerning theff 
gentlemen, to find Mr. Pown^ among the Qeaeral'f 
enemies, as you would have been h^d I told you that MiTf 
De Lancey was not. I am fenfibje, that a perfon of your 
Lordfliip-s high fenfe of honour will recolleft Mr» Shiriey^j 
favours to him at Boilon ; and think it incredible to find 
him in the catalogue of thofe combined againfi: his bene&Cr 
tor. But it is a Ihining remark of Tacitus,* " That benefits 
f ^ are only fo far acceptable, as it feems pofiibl^ to dificharg^ 
f ' them ; and that when they have exceeded iil r^a][iati(m, 
** hatred is returned for gratitude.^* Mr. Pown^ wh^ 
ws^ ambitious c£ recooiiBending hinoielf to a c^rtajin ppble 
JLord in England, by lurnifliing hinji with American intdf 
Jigence, could by no meai>s brook his being abient fjrow 
the congrefs at . Ale:^aAdria9 in the fprifig of the pf ^t 
year. He earA^ftly fought ^ introdu^on to Geii. Brsid- 
f^ock } and Mr. Slurley did the office with great pdUtenfifit 
He was then juft informed of his appointnienit to bf; Uipfi*. 
Governor of New-Jerfey, and on that account pr^fed 6* 
«Q admiffion into the council, Mr. Shir jey, in a very fgsfh 
teel manner, declined a talk, which mi^t give Q&nce te 
the General ; and if any refolution tranfpired, draw K®? 
felf into ^ fiiare. But Mr. Pownal, bding a flfanger tgi 
that diffidence and modefty fo fuitable to his years sffl4 
ine2i:perience, became, from this moment, difgufted^ w4 
was feldoni ^.fter ieen amongft that gentleman''9 fcieiMih 

jj? 

"** Beneficia eo ufque leta funt, dum videntur exfolyi pol& : ufai vnh 
tpm anteTenere, pro gratia odium redditur. 
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tttried at Philadelphia, till General Br addock's defeat ; 
I towards atrtumn returned to New- York. This change 
:cmper recommended him to Mr. De Lancey, 'Who faU- 
tiot to exafperate the rifing refentment : and now his 
rofition became open and unreferved. Juft at this junc- 
i, atf riVed Sir Charles Hardy ; and Mr. Shirley being 
ti at Ofwego, your Lordihip fees how feafonable their 
ortunity for fowing the feeds of prejudice in the breaft 
lie new tjovernor. I will not take upon me to fpeak 
:heir fuccefs ; but doubtlefs no mifreprefentations were 
Tting to ftrengthen the cabal. Yet no fooner did the 
aeral arrive from Ofwego at Albany, where Meflrs. 
xmal and De Lancey attended upon Sir Charles, than 
former, diffemblitig his enmity, laboured to procute 
Confidence, that he might pry into his fecrets : but 
In previous intimations of his prefect diij^ofition, in a 
er to a gentleman then near the Oenetal, he failed in 
t infidious defign. He could now no longer fupprefs 
malevolence, 6t conceal his recent connexions ; and 
rcfore openly traduced the very man, to whotn he was 
cbted for all his fignificaiicy amonrii the provinces. 
• lord, it is with remftance 1 uttet tnefe things. But 
Ir Lordihip is as detetftiined to knotv* every tranlaftion, 
fch concerns the operations in America, as t am to dif- 
irge the office of a faithful hiftorian. Truth is too fa- 
d to be violated, either but of fear or favour ; and 
atever your Lordfliip may think of this gentleman, 
h was his conduft. I knew him an avowed enemy to 
\ De Lancey, and to Mr. Shirley as fanguine a friend, 
aye £nce known him to calumniate the lattet, and ap- 
Hd the former. With a change of refidence, cir rather 
eareft, he changes fides ; and, on this account, no Itiati 
haps ever mmtiplied fb many adverfaries in fo flibrt a 
ic. lie aims at two governments, without the hs& 
)fped of peace, if eithCT of them &ould fdSi under his 
^and. I can aflure your Lordihip, that even in the 
I'Vince of New- jerfey he is fo little efteemed, and that 
ndpally for ifitrigiiirig^the difbandniient of the I'egiment 
dcr Col. Schuyler, to difoblige; Mr^ Shirley^ that upon 
return to England in February, in 1756, he was unable 
procure » vote of affembly^ d^ing his affiihnce of 

their 
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their agent at the Court of Great-Britain, though he pulfc 
ed it with an earneftnefs that would have coft moft men % 
blufli of confuiion. 

Determined to embarrafs the General, nothing cguld 
have been more agreeable to Mr. Pownal, and the Lieut^ 
Governor of N^w-York, than an admiffion into the late 
council of war. To a feat at that board, neither of them 
had the leaft pretenlion ; and yet both were highly dif*' 
plcafed at not being invited. Mr. Pownal, who has often 
diftingui{hed himfdf for pufliing a bold point, repsdred to 
New-Jerfey, and importuned Governor Belcher, unable, on 
account of his age, to attend the congrefs in perfon, to d^. 
pute him in his ftead. His Excellency very wifely anfwcr- 
cd, that the invitation he had received from the GcncnJ^ 
was merely a perfonal compliment : nor could be, with 
the leaft decency, infift upon an appearance by proxy. H» 
Lieutenant, impatient of- a denial, called, in a menadi^ 
tone, for pen, ink, and paper, thinking to operate on the 
infirmities of age by commination and outrage. The 
council were aftonilhed at this indecent attack upon an an- 
cient and faithful fervant of the Crown, and withheld their, 
advice. But the Governor, confcious of the propriety rf 
his refufal, firmly adhered to his firft refolution ; and Mr* 
Pownal, abruptly quitting the board, returned with difip- 
pointment to New- York. 

This gentleman, my Lord, became acquainted at Phib^ 

delphia with one Evans, who, for a valuable* confiderationr 

dedicated 

* Among other gentlemen of diftin<ftion in the colonies, Mr. Pownw 
became acquainted with Mr. Alexander, of New- York ; a perfon <» 
friendly difpofition and eafy accefs. Mr. Alexander had now the Sur- 
veyor-General's office of New-Jerfey 2 and Mr. Pownal, to proGTirc dw 
fulfomc dedication from Evans, promifed him that office, upon his ^' 
ceffion to the government. This, Evans frequently declared in his iu* 
nefs to one of his moft intimate, fiiends, who concealed it till after his 
death. Such an anecdote will fcarcely be credited by thofe unacquaiflt'* 
€d with Mr. PownaPs infatiable ambition to rife in America* Thert 
was another inftance of his condudl equally furprifing. While this gtf**: 
tleman was at New-York, difcharging his embafly from Bofton, intW 
fpring, 1755, ^^ ^^^^ ^^ loail of a map of the countiy from CtovO" 
Point to Montreal, which was compofed by William Alexander, Efq. a 
gentleman well (killed in the geography of America. Mr. Powxolt 
who had occafion to lay this chart before the affembly of New-York, 

having 
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ieclicated to him his map of the middle Britifli colonies^ 
9iath an encomium, that he efteemed him the b^ judge of it 
m Anurica* This man having, in the public ftreets of 
Philaddphia, not only prefumed to accujfe Governor Mor- 
is of mgh treafon, but to afperfe two of his Majefty's 
tninifters as penfioners to France^ fled from juftice there, 
ind took ianduary in New- York. Mr. Morris, however, 
::ommenced an amon againft hini in this province, more 
for his own vindication, than a reparation of damages, 
vhich the poor fellow would never have been able to 
ih^. Upon this, he was committed to gaol, till Mr. OH- 
irer De Lancey fo far befriended him, as to become his fe«- 
nirity. Thefe were his circumflances, when he publifhed 
i pamphlet full of invectives againft Gen. Shirley. I will 
LOt amrm, that he wrote it at the inflance of the cabal in 
JTew-Tork. 1 leave your Lordfhip to judge how far they 
rere' concerned in it, after adding, that it contained their 
qpcated remarks ; that Mr. Pownal was frequently at his 
>d^gs about the time of its publication ; and did aftu- 
Uy accompany him to a printer, to hafien the imprei&on, 
eibre he ^ed for England.* I ihall not trouble your 
■OTdfhip with any particular obfervations upon this libel. 
f ever it fhould fall into your Lordfhip's hands, this let- 
er will afEft you in detecting its falfehoods, and forming 
pr(^)er judgment both of its author and his abettors. 
Thus, my Lord, was every opportunity embraced, by 
Ke cabal, to prejudice the General in the opinion of the 
people } and happy for the colonies, had their mifrepre- 
mutations been confined to this fide the Atlantic. Bent 

on 

living erafed the name of its author, very modeftly inferted his own. 
^d Uiongh his plagiarifm was detedled at the time, he negleded to re- 
jKxti it, and afterwards produced the fame map before the miniRry, 
*^innig to himfelf the honor due to Mr. Alexander alone. 

. * Upon the news of the lofs of Ofwego, part of it was republiflied 
^. the New-York Gazette, to lead the populace to impute this calamity 
^ General Shirley. It was appealed to, as an indifputable authority, 
«y the very perfons to whom poor Evans was indebted for his matcri- 
jj»j and without whofe dictating, it would never have feen the light. 
M) write a book in another's name, and then to quote it as an authori- 
ty! is a fpecies of proof, with which Euclid appears to have been utterly 
Wtequainted. 

T IFoL vii.] 
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on Mr. Shirley *s removal, all imaginable pains were taken 
to defame his charafter. Here, they queftioned his integ- 
rity : but in England, they endeavoured to . create a fiifipi* 
cion of his judgment. General Johnfon was fet i^.as ni} 
competitor ; and to his renown were blown all the trum- 
pets of fame. Shirley's deep fenfe of the importance of 
Ofwego was made the oWeft of buflFoonery and ridicule. 
The rcduftion of Crown-roint reprefented as a matter of 
fuperior moment. Three hundred men, Mr. De Lancey 
often declared to be a fufficient garrifon for Ofwego. The 
General was therefore charged with fqiiaridering tne lung's 
money, in making it the main objcft of his attention: 
and out of mere oppofition, a fchenie was tecommended 
for turning our whole force toward Crown-Point. Upon 
this errand, my Lord, Mr. Pownal went hdme in Febru- 
ary, 1756. 1 need not inform your Lordfliip of thefu& 
ceis of the faction. The fequel ^v^ll fhew with what coflr 
fequences it was attended. - Thus. ended the year 1755* 
A year never to be forgotten in America. It opened with 
the faireft profpecls to thefe diftant difpcrfions of the Brit* 
ifh empire. Four armies were on foot, to remove the en- 
croachments of a perfidious neighbour ; and our coafts 
honoured with a fleet for their fecurity, ur \cr the com- 
mand of the brave and vigilant Bofcawen. We had ev- 
ery thing to expeft ; nothing to fear. The enemy was 
defpifed ; and we only defired a proclamation of war, for 
the final deftruftion of the whole country of New-France; 
But, niiy Lord, how unlooked-for was the event ! General 
Winflow, indeed, fucceded in Nova-Scotia ; but Braddock 
was defeated : Niagara and Crown-Point remained unre- 
duced : the barbarians were let loofe from the wildernefe : 
many thoufand farms abandoned : the King's fubjefts in- 
humanly butchered, or reduced to beggary : one of the 
provinces* rent by inteftine broils : in another, a potent 
faftion laying the foundation for new difafters m the 
courfe of the enfuing year. 

The New-England colonies, my Lord, take the lead in , 
all military matters. Your Lordfhip is too well acqusiin^ 
ed with hiftory, not to know, they chiefly owed their d^t 
gin to the difputes which involved the nation in ^SL^: 
calamities of a civil war. The firfl: planters encountew 

* Pennfylvania. ionumeraHc 
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innumerable difficulties, and were long engaged in repeat- 
sd wars with the Indian natives. Their defcendants re- 
tain the martial proweis and fpirit of their anceftors ; and 
for wifdom, loyalty, and an enterprifing genius, are a peo- 
ple of renown. In thefe governments lies the main 
irength of the Britifli intereft upon this continent. Befides 
liieir above advantageous charader, they are very coniid- 
s;C3^bfle for their numbers. The Maflachufetts-Bay contains 
ibout 40,000 capable of arms. The militia of Conne^cut 
isr-about 27,000. Rhode-Ifland and New-Hampfliire are 
Qot fo populous. His majefty's fervice, therefore, render- 
ed it neceflary for the General, according to the plan of 
operations, to vifit his own government, in order to folicit 
^e fuccpurs, without . whidi the expedition propofed a- 
^ainft Crown-Point muft inevitably have faikd. For this 
urpofe he fet out for New- York on the 21ft of January ; 
cx4, but for his prefence and folicitations at Bofton, no 
rcvincial troops would this year have entered the field, 
liat colony was fo extremely difobliged at the conduft of 
rcneral Johnfon, in neglefting to purfue his advantages, 
rter the memorable rout of the French at Lake George, 
i to be in general averfe to a new campaign : and with 
3fc.c utmoft difficulty did the general procure their concur- 
-iice in another expenfive attempt. There let us at pre- 
xit leave him, promoting the public fervice of the colo- 
i-es : and returning again to New- York, fuffer me, at this 
i^aive feafon of the year, to entertain your Lordfliip with 
cxc or two inftances of Lieut. Governor De Lancey's more 
t'ivate political feats. 

JNever was any man more impolitic than Governor Clin- 
>xi. Had he kept the chief juftice dependent on his fa- 
our, he would have governed his province with eafe and 
^^nquillity : but by granting him a new commiffion for 
is office, during good behaviour y he fet him ^t liberty to acl 
t pleafure : and in confequence of this fatal error, the 
I'ovince was thrown into violent convulfions. Nothing, 
Ixerefore, my Lord, could be more defirable to his fuccefl- 
>y, than to hold that gentleman under proper reflxaint. 
5ir Charles Hardy had this advantage : his office of chief 
J^ce, I am informed, became extinguiihed the moment 
the government devolved upon him. by the death of Sir 

Danvers 
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Danvers (Mborn. From the time of Sir Charles Hard/i 
arrival, Mr. De Lancey had impatiently expeded % new 
commiifion ; but the governor negleAing the ofier, to the 
aftonilhment of moft in the province, he, notwithfianding*, 
ventured to refume his feat on the bench in Januarv ttttii, 
when two felons were arraigned before him. This bdd 
ftroke at the prerogative, meft men ims^ined, would have 
drawn down the refentment of the new governor : and 
^y it was pafled by without obfervation, I muft teavt td 
your Lordihip's conjeAures. That De Lancey had, kt ro» 
aiity, no right to the exercife of that office, has been ttt&aj^ 
ly inlifled upon by gentiemen of tjie law, though in te » 
trajudidal manner. I pretend not myfelf to aqy knowhdl^ 
in that intricate fdence ; but beg leave to prefect fM 
Lordihip with an opinion, relating to the pointy cosboflecl 
in the following letter from a gentleman of the ^vtMbA 
to his friend in this dty ; wiA a copy of whicn I htW 
been favoured. 

" Philadelphia^ 2 1 0^. 1755. 

^ YOU fay you iare informed, that your lieut. QS^^ 
^ emor defies to exercife his former office, in virto^ <» 
" the commiffion iffiied by your late Governor CKnton^ 
^^ I cannot think your information well grounded, bccatife 
* I am dearly of opinion, that office was extinguiflicd ^ 
his acceptance of the Lieut. Governor's commiffion' 
and I concdve Mr, De Lancey will hardly venture to <fif' 



pute the matter with the crown. The main reafon I p> 



^* upon is, that thofe two offices are incompatible. 
** make this plain to you, you muft undcrfland, that to 
*• every office there are duties annexed. The feme perfi* 
" cannot exercife two offices inconfiftent with one another* 
** One of them mufl therefore be lofl: ; becaufe, as ettry 
** office *is pro bono publico^ its ufe lies in the exercife of k ' 
" and the inferior office is that which is loft, becaufe it B 
moft for the public good, that the officer fhould hold tte 
iuperior office, 35 the law prefumes every man capable of 
the office which the King, who is the fountain rf officet 
^ and honour, is plcafcd to confer upon him. AgrceiaMc 
^^ to thfe, ^ve fold many refolutiotts in ipur books : HI iiidt- 

tion 
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* tion one or two. A man cannot be forefter and judge 
"^ ieo injiimtu Rolls Rep. 452, &c. ■ Nor judge of the Com. 
** ftnd King's bench Jimul &f femel. Dyer's Cafe, 4 and x 
^ Phil, and Mar. The firft patent is determined^ though thts 

* fecond was granted pro ilia vice^ and furrendered the next 
'* day. Br. N. C. 5 Mar. Br. Commiffions pi. 25. 

*^ Nothing now remains but to Ihew, that the office of 

* chief juftice and governor of your province ate inconfift* 
'* ent. To explain this, I muft inform you, that your fu<» 
'^ preme court is a court of general juriidiftion, e&il^liihed 
'' by sui ordinance of governor and council ; daiming the 
^ liks power here in alfpleas, dvil and criminal, as fufiy as 
- they are taken cognizance of by the Icing's Bench and 
^ Conunon Pleas in England. Superior to this, is the 

* Court of Governor and Council, a court inflituted by one 
of his Majefty's inftru6tions to your governor. In vir« 
tue of this inftnidion, writs of error are returned from 
the fupreme court, before the governor and council. The 
ittconuftency, then, of the two offices becomes very ap- 
{mrent. By the inftniftion, the governor in the court 
above is a Jine quo non ; and to fuppofe him at the fame 
"time judge in the court below, and muft difregard the 
aUhrdity of the governor's fending a wtit to command 
liimielf ; and of his juftifying his judgment as chief 

juftice to himfelf in council as governor ; and yet be ex« 
cduded frmn a voice in the judgment above ; which, 
neverthelefs, cannot be given without him. You fee 
then the incompatibility is much ftronger, than if a man 
ihould be judge both of the Kind's and Common Bench 
Sn England. There the other ju^es of B. R. might cor- 
Heft the error in the Common Pleas ; but here the 
<X)urfe of public juftice might be entirely ftopped. 
*• If it fhouki be fidd, his power was only fufpended, 
'vhik in th(B chair of government ; I anfwer i^th the 
C)bfervation before, that an office is a duty^ as the very 
^ord itfetf implies : and I know of no fleeping and not- 
to-be-exerdfed office. Every office is inftituted for the 
public good: the officer is therefore obliged to exercife 
^ MS duty ; for, without that, he cannot fcrve the public : 

* ud to be obliged U ait^ and at the fame time obliged not to 

* -^ is ncmfenfe. It would be more fpecious to fay, the 

" inftrudlion 
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** inftrucHon is no law, as your affemblies have often laid 
** in other cafes ; but then. Sir, Mr. Dc Lancey, in obecfi- 
** ence to it, has declined acHng as Judge ever fince the death 
•* of Sir Danvcrs Ofborn : and why has he (as I have been 
^ informed) rejected a writ of error, becaufe, according to 
this very inurudion, the damages in demand did not cx- 
^ ceed 300I. fterling ? Bcfides, this court of Governor and 
Council, I am told, has long exercifed its power, under 
this and former infiruclions to your governors of the 
like tenor, without the leaft opposition. 

The offices will further appear to be inconfiftent, if you 
refled, that as governor he is alfo chancellor. The Court 
of Chancery often rcftrains the power of the law courts : 
and it is the fpirit of every court to enlarTC its own ju* 
** rifdidtion. Upon both thefe accounts, tne two offices 
*^ muft inevitably claih. I know that Knevet was former— 
*^ ly chief juftice and chancellor : but the propriety of tha-^ 
*' double inveftiture was never folemnly confidered. I'^ 
*' was long ago, in the time of Edward III. There has bce^ 
^' no inftance of the like in later times ; nor do I bclicr=^ 
*' it would be fufFered. But the cafe is much fh-onec— 
" here ; and I cannot conceive, for the reafons above, xixr" 
** your lieutenant governor will attempt to fit as judge b^ 
^* virtue of his old commiffion. It is more probable h^ 
*.' will prevail on your governor, lately arrived, to gran 
" him a new patent. " I am," &c. 

Perhaps, my Lord, no higher evidence can be afligned (^ 
a man's influence, than fuch a bold invafion of his MajcC^ 
ty's prerogative. Mr. De Lancey was determined not t^ 
lofe an office, which he knew to be the grand fource of Un- 
popularity, and the main prop of his power : for, whoev^i 
i3 chief Juftice of the province, unlefs a very novice, muf 
be the fecond man in the government. Governor Hard'y 
made no oppofition to this large ftride of ambition : an^ 
the other, not long after, by his wonderful artifice, fubjeflr- 
cd him to his abfolute dominion. It was efiefted in the 
following manner : Your Lordfliip will be pleafed to recol- 
left, that Mr. De Lancey had the addrefs to prevail upon 
the affembly to fend up a bill to the council^ on the 4tn of 
February, intituled, " An a£l for the Payment of the DebU 

dut 
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due from this Colony ; and other purpofes therein mentioned.*^ 
By this, payments were to be made to many creditors of 
the gavcrnment^ for fervices done this colony^ without fpedfy- 
ijQg what thofe fervices were. The Lieut. Governor was 
to receive 3787L i6s. and ftvei'al other fums were payable 
to his brother- It was in reality a bill for difchargmg the 
irrears due to the ordinary officers of the government* 
To render it the more palatable to the Gpvernor, provi* 
Son was made for paying him alfo large fums for prefents 
to the Indians, and the expenfes of his voyage to Albany, 
sifter the French repulfe at Lake George. When it came 
up to the council, it obtained a majority only by one voice : 
a^nd of thefe, my Lord, two gentlemen, befides Lieut. Gov. 
De Lancey, were themfelves interefted in the bill. They 
were the puifhe judges of the Supreitie Court, Meffrs. 
Horfemanden and Chambers, whofe arrears of falary were 
now by the aft to be difcharged- Meffrs. Golden, Alexan- 
ier, and Smith looked upon it as a mean invafion of the 
SHng^s inftruftions, which, until they religned their feat3 
tt the council board, they were bound in honour to regard 
yith facred punftuality. It was, befides, evidently par- 
ial ; no provifion being made for other creditors, whofe 
inlands were indifputable. They alfp conceived it derog- 
atory to the dignity of that board to pafs an aft, excluding 
themfelves from any knowledge of thofe fervices, for which 
Ae refpeftive fums were made payable. For thefe reafons, 
^irxong others, they oppofed the bill; and prayed their 
diflent might be entered, as a vindication of themfelves to 
^ Majefly. The Governor, to whom it was fent up, de- 
nned It for farther confideration, though he paffed feveral 
^ther bills on the 1 9th of the month. This circumftance, 
^y Lord, could not but chagrin his Lieutenant, who had 
Ae bill much at heart, not only on account of the large 
finns thereby payable to himfelf and brother, but becaufe 
Ae paffing it into a law would be the fuUeft evidence of 
^s adTcendancy over the Governor ; and if he could bring 
Wim into difgrace with the miniftry, by leading him into a 
^each of inftruftions, it was plain he would have nothing 
to rdy upon, but his own popularity. This was an im- 
portant card, and to be fkilfully played off. So indeed it 
was : and when I finifh the ftory, I am perfuaded your 

Lordfhip 
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Lordihip will entertsun no very inean opinion of Amencaii 
politicians. The fpring was now advancing ; and it be* 
came neceflary to pais a law for levying forces, not only to 
join the eafiern colonies, on a new expedition againft the 
French fortrels at Crown-Point, but for the prote^ioa of 
our weftern frontiers, in conjundion with retmfylruua 
juid New-Jerfey, which wete become fields of blood, by dus 
4^y ravages of inhuman barbarians. The bill for this pur- 
pofe originated wijth the aiTembly ; and Mr. De Lancey, 
who was now dofeting the members, was its prindpal oon« 
firudor. When it c^me before the council, on the apth 
of March, that board immediately objeded to it, accordisg 
to his expeftations : and the Governor declared, that u 
the councd approved, he Ihould himfelf give it a negativd 
According to the tenor of this bill, the forces defigned 6xt 
the weftern expedition were to ferve but forty days, when 
the province of New-Jerfey had ordained their quota to be ' 
dKbandable by Mr. Belcher : and Sir Charles Hardy infift'* 
ed, that the like confidence ought to be repofed in liA 
judgment. The two houies now engaged themfelves in ^ 
difpute, at a time when, of all others, every contention . 
ihould have been avoided. Mr. Oliver De Lancey, a^ 
pointed by the houfe to provide the fupplies for the tq^'* 
ment defigned as our quota towards the Crovm-Point e^^ 
pedition, now gave orders to ftop all farther preparadon^* 
an open rupture between the governor and affembly being 
daily expeded. The members began freely to fpeak again^ 
him. The council laboured to procure an alteration O^ 
the bill ; but all to no purpofe. The prindpal thing aisci.^ 
ed at, was the paifing of the debt bill : and a leading 
member in the houfe plainly intimated their defigns to tb^ 
Governor. Doubtleis your Lordflup will won(kr he did 
not diflblve them with indignation. . Believe me, my Leads 
it would have been a fiep, at this time, extremely unadvii' 
able. Forty days intermiffion, between the teft^and return 
of the writ of fummons for the eledtion of reprefentatives^ 
being required by law, the public exigendes were too 
pre£EuEig to admit of any delay. Mr. De Lancey knew aB 
nis advatages : and that Sir Charles Hardy might be at lU) 
lofs to conje<^re that the houfe was now ading at his 
beck, nor mmfelf under the neceffitv of loining with the 

council 
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againft the billy abfented himielf from the confulta- 
tion^ of that board. The n^hbouxixiff colonies, in the 
mean time, were urging the dmatch of our preparations 
for opening the campaign. Reduced at length by thefe 
perplexities, he was bhhged to fend for his lieutenant, and 
p;ave him his promife to pals the favourite bill for payment 
of the public debts. The houfe then privately took back 
the quota-bin ; and, after a few alterations, the couhcil paf- 
fed it ou the 3 ifl of March* To both of them Sir Charles 
gave his aflent the following day : and they were enrolled 
unon^ our laws. I leave tms afiair to your Lordfhip's own 
refledions \ obferving only, that from this period, the 
Lieutenant Governors influence became mc^e apparent 
than before ; and that as it always was, fo it will ever con- 
tinue to be, his ruling paflion, and the grand engine of his 
politics, to cruih or control the King's governors in this 
province. 

The plan of operations, concerted at New-York in Dc- 
ctmber, was a few days after tranfmitted to Sir Thomas 
Robinfon, to be laid before his Majefly, for the royal appro- 
Ution*. Upon the arrival of the firft veflels from Europe 
a ADrilfoflowing, we were furprifed with thefe remarkable 
Ffcides of intelligence : that the adion at L.George had been 
&a.gnified in England into an almoil deciiive viaory ; that 
(>*• Johnfon was advanced to the dignity of a baronet, and 
oool. fterling voted by the commons, as a farther reward 
or his ereat Tervices : that Eyres, his engineer, was raifed 
» a majority ; and Wraxal, his fecretary, to the command 
^ a company. To crown, in fine, the utmoft wiflies of his 
*4v5CTfarieB, that Mr. Shirley's conduft having been entire- 
^ difiipproved, his Majeifty had been pleafed to remove him 
fronj the command, and appoint the right hon. the Earl of 
Loudon general of all his rorces in North- America. Than 
Aefe particulars, nothing could have been more pleafiiig to 
the New- York cabal, as they were ftiortly to reap the fruits 
of all thofe calumnies, of which they had been the origin- 
al 
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♦ Mr. Pownal importuned Mr. Shirley to be made iJie bearer of thefe 
/g^pyt-rb^g. The General very civilly thanked him for the offer of Lis 
&yice ; but chofe rather to confide in Major Rutheiford and Capt. 
jlljuts Morris. Mr. Pownal followed foon after them to England. 
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al authors. A change of the General at once gratified that 
revenge and ambition, and facilitated the execution Hf an 
affair earneflly folicited, and greatly advancive of their in- 
terefl. 

I will not aflert, that Mr. Shirley had yet received hb 
Majefly's orders with refped to the late plan of operations. 
I believe he had not, becaufe on the 7th of May he arrived 
at Albany^ and continued his preparations for carryins^ that 
plan into execution, until the 25th of the month, when a 
council of war was there held, coniifting of the folloMfosg 
members : ' 

His Excellency the General, 
Lieut. CoL Gage, Lieut. Col. Burton, Major Chapman^ 
Major Sparks, Sir John St. Clair, John Montrefor, Elq. 

chief engineer. 
Mr. Shirley laid before them uie minutes of the congrefi 
in December, and acquainted them with the flate of arairs. 
With refpeft to the wieftern expedition, the naval force up- 
on the lake conlifted, he obferved, of two veffels of ten car- 
riage guns each ; two row-gallies, each often fwivels; and 
that he had three montlis before ifl'ued orders for buildiflg 
three other veflels, one of eighteen, another of fixteen, and 
a third of twelve carriage guns. Befides which, there 
would be 250 whale-boats upon the lake, each of them a- 
pable of containing fixteen men. The land forces then at 
Ofwego, and on their march for preferving a free commu- 
nication between that place and Albany, were his own and 
Pepperell's regiments, with that raifed and fupported by 
the province of New-Jerfey, and the four independent 
companies of New- York. As there was a magazine ci 
provifions and ftores at the Canajohary Falls, about thirtv- 
five miles from ScheneiEtady, his Excellency propofed pon- 
ing there 1 00 men out of thofe forces j as many more at 
the German Flats, to fecure another magazine, guard the 
portage, and convoy the provifions through the Wood 
Creek : and as the fall near Ofwego occauoned another 
finall portage, a fort was there alfo to be erefted, for a gar- 
rifon of fifty men at leaft. It was, my Lord, of the great- 
eft moment to keep open the communication between Al- 
bany and our fort on the lake ; his Excellency was there- 
fore intent upon raifing four companies of fixty privates 
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each, to be employed in fcouting along the paffage, and 
harafling the French fettlements between Frontenac and 
Montreal. 

The General gave them alfo an account of the ftrength 
of Olwego, when he left it the laft fell ; adding, that he 
had fent up Mr. M'Keller; the engineer in fecond, and Mr. 
Sewer, a praftitioner engineer, with orders to make fuch 
additional works, as they fliould think neceflary for the fe- 
nirity of that important poft. And your Lordfhip will be 
pleafed to take notice, that thefe orders were iffued very 
sarly in March, before the Mohawk river was open ; and 
that the engineers aAuaUy arrived at Ofwego in April. 
Ax. thefe feveral garrifons were to be depofited fix months 
provifions for 7000 ; and he obferved to the council, that. 
For that purpofe, 200 whaleboats and coo batteaux had 
been difpatched, fince the firft of April, from Schenedady. 
The remaining quantity would have been tranfported by 
the middle 01 July, had his defigns been carried into ex- 
ecution. 

As to the provincial expedition, he informed them, that 
ihe troops voted by the feveral colonies amounted to 8800 
tnen, including the officers and garrifons at the forts Ed- 
^vard and WilUam-Henry. One, or perhaps two hundred 
Indians might be expefted to join them, befides a company 
iwrhich his iLxcellency had raifed, to harafs the enemy upon 
lake Champlain, and procure intelligence of their motions 
in Canada ; and three more, for the like fervice, were in- 
tended to be chofen out of the whole force deftined for 
Crown-Point. 

About this time, one Rogers^ of New-Hampfliire, captdn 
of a ranging company, gave repeated demonftratlons of his 
aftivity in the neighourhood of Crown-Point, He made 
many incurfions upon the enemy, fell on their fcattered 
parties, and fcarce ever returned to Fort William-Henry 
without fcalps smd prifoners. The General took particular 
notice of him ; and he became Angularly ferviceable in 
procuring intelligence. By a cadet, whom he took on the 
20th of May, we were informed, that the whole number 
of men at Fort St. Frederick, Ticonderoga, and at an ad- 
vanced poft, were 1 100, compofed of the regiments of Lan- 
{^edoc, the Queen's regiment, two companies of the colo* 
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ny troopSy and the militia. Befides thefe, there were la- 
dians ; but their numbers imcertain. That at Ticondere<> 
ga the French had twelve pieces of ordnance mounted^ asd 
carriages preparing for aii additional number ; but that 
the retrenchment at the advanced poll was without any 
cannon. Thefe troojM wintered at Montreal and Chambl|r^ 
and arrived at the fouth end of the lake about the middle 
of Ap^ilf being plentifully fupplied with provifions and 
military fiores. Thefe intelligences the General kid be? 
fore his council ; and then obferved^ that the 50th and- 
51ft regiments, the four independent companies, and the 
regiment of Ncrw-^Jerfey^ were ic9XCJt a third part of thft 
number of trodps de&niied by the general plan fdr the c|>- 
eraUons upon Lake 'Untairilio : 'that the provincials were 
sdfo not opLy deficient of the Cofnplement thought neceC- 
faiy at the congrefi, but even of this number voted by the 
provinces concerned in the enterprife againft Crown-Point ^ 
and that k was imf»'a6ticabble, -e^en with the junction ctf 
the 44th and 48th regiments, then at Albany, to carry oa 
betdi the ncrtherti and w^cnra expeditions at the fame 
time : that he had no dc^ndance li^n the Indians of the 
Sis: Nations, Sir William Jphnfon b^ng unable to procure 
fcouting parties ; and that i^n this account he propofed 
raifing iour compames for that fervice. 

Tour Lordihip may hence obferve, what reafon the con- 
grefi in Decenofber had for }^px opipion, that more troops 
were neceflary for his Majefiy^s fervice in America. No 
reinfor^tnents being yet arrived from England, for cacrry* 
ing the general plan into execution, the council were of 
unanimous Qpinioi^ that 1300 ought to be.pofied at Qfwe- 
gq^ -50 at the ^aUs, 200 at the Oneida Carrying-Place, 1^0 
at the German Flats, and as many more at the CanajcAa- 
ry Falls. They adviifed, therefore, that the 50th and cift, 
and the N^-Jeii£by:regiments, the ind^ndeiits, ana the 
North-Cardlina provincials, (aU which amount;ed to about 
(20OO men) ihould be employed in that fervice. The 44tk 
and 48 th regiments, with the colony troops, were thought 
fufficient to reduce Cfown-Poiftt. Accordingly, they Te* 
commended their junction ; advifing, however, that the 
regulars ihould continue for a time in their encampment at 
Albany. The rai^ging cpn^panies, proppfed by the Gener . 
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X^ were liighly approved ; and the raifing of others 
^onf^j recommended. They alio concurred with him in 
dfentiment, that a road ought to be made from the German 
Flats to Ofwego ; and declared, it appeared to them very 
necefiary to firengthen Foft Edward, and ereA another at 
the SoHth Bay. The f<H*mer was a ^pofit for ftores, and 
at the concurrence of all the routes from Crown-Point to 
AB>any. The latter wquld command the route taken by 
1>aiTQn Diefkau for his deiigned attack upon Fort Edward ; 
a route through which incurfions were frequently made 
vpon our normern fro^tier. A fort at the South Bay was 
'Conceived requiiite, to cover our convoys of proviiions for 
'theiiorthern expediticm from the iniults of the enemy, who^ 
Sjx flying parties, infefted the paflage from Albany* to WiU 
IHam-H^ury. The propriety of this a4vice, my Loid, muft 
l)e evident to every man of a tolerable acquaintance with 
the GOtintry ; and thefe were the very ientiments which 
the Genersd repeatedly communicated to Sir William John-r 
iba, in lus letters, af^er the a^on at Lake George ; which 
were thep flighted by the cal]|al, who fhidioui^ oppc^ed 
iisR. in all his meafures. 

Thus I have fhewn your Lordihip the reafons why the 
general plan continued to be unexecuted, till the fitting of 
this laft council of war. Mr. Shirley, however, in hopes 
f£ the arrival of the expefted reinforcements, and loath to 
be diverted from his favourite defigns upon Lake Ontario, 
continued to throw large quantities of provifions and floref 
into ScheneA^dy, and all the magazines between that pUce 
asid Ofwego. This, it was fuppofed, was done to induce 
his iucceuor, froni thefe ^mple fupplies, to 2& upon this 
quarter ; it being univeffally imagined, that Crown-Point 
was now become the main objed of the miniftry. Till the 
arrival of General Webb, on the 7th of June, this was only 
conjedhire, and general report. The efieds of the mifirep- 
refentations of American affairs in England, then became 
evident to all ; for the ftpres, laid in at Schenedlady, were- 

now 
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* For the building of a fort at South Bay, preparations were making 
lichen Mr. Shirley refigned the command of die army : but the work 
has fince been negleded ; and the paflage from Fort Edward to our 
SWKp at WiUiam-Heniy, infefted aU this fummer^ and many of our peo- 
pic cut off, as was forefeen by this council. 
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now reconveyed to Albany, for the northern expedition ; 
and frefli clamours excited againft Mr. Shirley, for his fup- 
plies towards the weftern operations. On the 15th of 
June, Major General Abercrombie landed at New- York ; 
and ten days after, at Albany ; where he immediately took 
upon himfclf the command of the army. Shirley contiqu- 
cd there no longer than to deliver over to the new Gene- 
ral the proper returns, and communicate fuch information 
as appeared neceffary, with refpeft to the prefent fituation 
ofafl^rs. 

The whole force, of which General Abercrombie now 
took the command, confided of the 44th, 48th, 50th, and 
51ft regiments, four independent companies, the New-Jcr- 
fey regiment, four companies raifed by the province of, 
North-Carolina, Otway*s, and the Highland reotnents,* 
and the provincial forces deftined againft Crown<Jroint. 

Inftruftions had been given to Sir William Johnfon, to 
procure a large body of the Six Nations, to join in any at- 
tempt that might be made up(Hi the Lake Ontario ; and 
to engjige 1 00 more for the afliftance of the provincial ar- 
mv. To efFeft which, he was then holding a conference 
with the deputies of the Six Cantons at Onondaga, from 
whence he was to proceed immediately to Ofwcgo. Mr, 
Shirley had, befides, raifed a company of Indians fit)m 
Btockbridge, to be employed in ranging the woods between 
Fort William-Henry and Montreal : and that his Majefty's 
fervice upon Lake Ontario might be free from the obftruc- 
tions, by which it had been the year before greatly embar- 
rafled, he had enlifted 40 companies of batteau-men, each 
of 50 men, a captain and an aflifiant, for traniporting ftores 
and provifions to Ofwego. Thefe were put unaer the 
dire6tion of Captain feradftreet, an a«5tive^ vigilant ofl^xr, 
inured to the hardfliips to which that fervice incvitaHjT 
cxpofed him. This, though one of the moft judidoos 
meafures that could have been taken, was made the fob- 
jeft of low inveftive. The faftion at New- York laboured 
to reprefent it as a projeft to involve the Crown in a need- 
lefs expenfe : but time has given the fulleft evidence of 
the propriety of this ftep ; and proper it will appear to 
_ yog 

* Thefe two regiments arrived with him, ^d confiftcd of about 9I4 
men. 
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your Lordflupy before the condufion of this letter. Gen- 
eral Shirley wifely forefaw, that the Indians of the Six Na-^ 
tionsy whatever influence over them Sir William Johnfon 
might pretend, could not be engaged even to prote£): the 
King's troops in the paflage through their own country ; 
and that unlefs the communication was kept open to 0£- 
wego, nothing could be effe£i:ed upon tlie Lake, nor the 
garrifon itfelf preferved from faUing into the hands of the 
enemy. Accordingly, no fooner did the fpring open, than 
a little blockaded pofi, with twenty-five men, at the Car* 
rying-Place, in the very center of the Oneida country, waS 
cut off; the Oneidas tnemfelves being unqueflionably con* 
cerned in the maflacre. Nothing could fecure us againft 
the repetition of thefe infults, but paffing through the 
country with large fquadrons of batteaux : and to facili- 
tate the tranfportation, Mr. Shirley, who canvaffed every 
expedient for the prefervation of Ofwego, employed a 
working party of eighty men^ under a direftor, to remove 
the obftrudions in the Wood-Creek ; by tliis means, the 
portage from the Mohawk River, acrofe the great Carry* 
mg-Place, was reduced from eight miles to one. -Nor did 
he omit obfervins to his fucceffor, that an attempt upon 
Niagara was of the laft importance ; the lofs or preferva- 
tion of our Indians depending upon the fuccefs of the op- 
erations on Lake Ontaurio. 

Relative to the Crown-Point expedition, he recommend- 
ed the march of part of the army, in a new-difcovered 
route, on the weft fide of Lake George, to the enemy's 
advanced works, five miles fhort of Ticonderoga ; . which 
being carried, the heavy artillery and ftores might be there 
landed, and tranfported through a road to Ticonderoga 
ind Fort Frederick : and after the redudion of thofe for- 
rrefies, he advifed General Abercrombie immediately to 
loxiftrud armed veflHs, to fecure the command of Lake 
^amplain« 

Your Lordfhip may remember, that an attempt was 
propofed, at the congrefs in December, againft Fort Du 
Quefiie, with an army of 3000 provincials. Governor 
3harpe was to have commanded in that enterprife ; but 
there remained now no hopes of its profecution. Virginia 
chofe to be entirely upon the defenfive. Maryland was 
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wholly inactive ; her frontier being covered by tke id- 
joining provinces : and as to Penniylvattia, ihe ra^sd h^ 
deed 1 500 men, but only with a view to protect her out- 
£urms i not probably would thus far have confulted hap 
own fiiety, but for the daily murders and horrid eruekies 
perpetrated upon her borders. 

With refpeft to thd drcumftances ef Indian zBaknti 
the northward : While Bilr. Shirley w^ at Ofwego, and 
<ipon his r^urn, as I before obferved to your Lordffli^, he 
propofed to the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, and Ohd* 
das, the eredion of finaill forts, for the proteAion of their 
refpeftive caftles. The two laft tribes confented ; defiring 
alfo, that the forts might be mounted vnth cannon : and 
the Tufcoraras aftervirards fent deputies to him, with the 
like requeft. The Senecas and Cayugas had alfo lately iig^ 
nified their acquiefcence to Sir William Johnfon ; and t& 
General tranfuiitted him the plan of a fort, dire^hg the 
profecution of the work with all poffible diQ)atch, as a 
moft effedhial means to fecure the Indian country to his 
Majefty. 

Before Mr. Shirley left Ofw^o the laft year, he propoied 
to the Six Nations, their convening this fummer, in a 
grand council there, the Indians on the north fide of Lake 
Ontario, and round Lake Erie, to confult their ccmrnioh 
intereft, and maintain a correlpohdehce by annual coun- 
cils at Ofwego. And to draw oflF the latter from their at- 
tachment to the French, recommended to the Six Nations 
their concurrence, in opening a free trade with the fcxreign 
Indians, at the entrance o? the Onondaga river, upon 
terms more advantageous to all the Indians than aHv hith* 
crto purfued. This fpj^ing. Sir William Johnfon informed 
his Excellency, that the Six Nations were extremdy well 
pleaied with the projeAs relating both to the trade at 0& 
wego, and the conftruftioii of forts in their cantcms. To 
accelerate the latter, the General fupplied him with 5000L 
fterling, in addition to 5000I. advanced to him by General 
Braddock : and yet, my Lord, he viras conftr?dned to con» 
fcfii, in a fubfequent letter,* that, unlefs his Excdlencjr 
cpujd engage feveral companies of rangers, he de^aircd ct 
the prefervation even of a free pa£^i^ through their coofi- 
try : and whether he has, to this.oay, buik a fingle forC^ 

* May 10, 1756. ^ 
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^ the General propofed, I have not been able, after much 
inquiry, to difcover. 

Equally unpromifing was the fituation of our affairs 
M'ith the fouthern Indians. Some hopes, indeed, were cn^ 
tertained of the fidelity of the Cherol^es, a people warlike 
and powerful ; in whofe territories the Virginians were 
ere<Eting a fortrefs* The Shawanefc, neverthelefs, continu- 
ed their irruptions into that province : and Governor Din- 
widdie was obliged to draft the militia, to oppofe their 
progreis, and prefervc the town of Winchefler. Thefe In- 
dians alfo, with the Sufquehannas and Delawares, commit- 
ted frequent hoftilities upon the Pennfylvanians. Gover- 
nor Morris, for the protSdion of the country, carried a 
line of forts on the weft fide of the Kittatiny mountains, 
all along the extended frontier of that colony, from Dela- 
ware to the river Potowmac. The government of New- 
Jerfey proceeded even to declare war againfl the Delaware 
Indians ; and would have penetrated into their fettlements, 
had not afiurances been fent by Sir William Johnfon from 
the council at Onondaga, that the Delawares and Shawanefe, 
in obedience to the Six Nations, were under renewed and 
pofitive engagements to refrain from any farther outrages 
upon the fouthern frontiers. If any fuch promifes were re- 
ally, made, it is certain they were immediately broken, many 
of our inhabitants having fince been murdered and captiva- 
ted by the favages of thofe very tribes. Whence we may 
fidrly conclude, that either the Six Nations connived at thcle 
infractions of their commands, or that their ancient fov- 
ereignty is become the contempt of their tributaries. In 
faft, my Lord, the matter is ftiU worfe. Too much reafon 
is there to beUeve the truth of both thefe alternatives. 

I informed your Lordihip, that Sir William Johnfon was 
ordered to proceed from Onondaga to Ofwcgo, with as 
many Indians as could be perfuaded to march with him, 
not only for the more effeftual prefervation of that poll, 
but to execute the plan which Gen. Shirley had concerted, 
for the eflablifhment of an annual council there, with thofe 
Indians who had been long in the French iincrcfi:, and 
feemed ready to liften to propofals for an alliance with us. 
It was expedient, my Lord, that he fhould have complied 
with, thefe inflruftions ; nay, it was his duty ; but no 
W [r^/. vii.] ' fooncr 
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fooner was he acquainted with Mf. SUrley's refignation of 
the command of the army, than he returned from Qnofi^ 
daga to Albany, at the head of about fixty Indiana, kavisg 
Capt. Patten, with his company of ^enadiers, to wander 
through a forlorn wildernels, in feardi of Ofwego. Whe-^ 
ther this inftance of his conduA was not intended to raift 
his reputation with the new General, as a leading man 
among the Indians, I leave to your LcKr<)&ip^^ coajadure. 
By arts like thefe, he acquired his Indian £ame : and the 
influence of the fa^on at New- York fo power&Uy fufiain- 
ed it, that few perfbns doubted his ability to procure &v^ 
eral hundred warriors for our affiftance, though every day 
exhibited frefli proofs of their melancholy deletion. Be* 
fides the deftruftion of our poft in the very country rf the 
Oneidas, mentioned b^ore, the enemy in£^ed the paFl» 
about Ofwego, and the whole paffage thither, without the 
l^ift oppofitioi! from the Six Nations. Alarms, indeed, 
were frequently given of the approach of their Sying par- 
ties ; and it was obfervabk, that Sir Wittiam John&n, <m 
thofe occafions, as Colonel of the county, nufed the militia 
of Albany, and proceeded to the fpot ; thou^ every maa, 
acquainted ^vith Indians, well knows, t^at, of aU plaees^ 
thefe are the moft unlikely for finding the enemy. By 
fuch {ham expeditions have our northern inhabitants been 
impoveriflied and diftreffed : nor could they anfwer any 
other end, than to raife a bruit through the colonies ; and, 
ynth parade and oftentation, fet the gazetteers upon found- 
ing his applaufe. Even in thefe wild romantic excui^ns, 
but few Indians attended him : and yet, if we credit our 
news-writers, hundreds were in his train. 

Mr. Shirley had fcarce refigned the command to Major- 
General Abercrombie, when the good eflfeft of the batteau 
fervice became fo irrefiftibly evident, that his very enemies 
rccollefted their ungrounded calumnies with &ame and 
confiifion. I allude, my Lord, to the aftion between the 
French and our batteau-men, on the 3d of July. Senfible 
of the importance of Ofwego, the enemy coBefted them- 
felves, about the latter end of May, in a large body, not 
many miles to the eaftward of that garrifon ; from whence - 
detachments were perpetually fent out to faH upon our " 
workmen, and infeft the paffage through the Ononda^r=a 
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River* Capt. Bradftreet, who had the direftion of the 
batteaux^ was apprifed that finall parties lay iii ambulh, 
waiting a favourable opportunity to attack hiiii. Accord- 
ingly, when he left Ofwego, he ordered the feveral divlfions 
to proceed as near each other as poffible : but fo numerous 
and irregular a body could not, without difficulty, be kept 
to any tolerable order* He was at the heid of about po 
batteau-men. In the firil divifion, upon his feturh to Scn$« 
neftady, and about nine miles from Ofwegb, when the ^il- 
emy, who were 700 ftrong, rofe from tlieii* aitibufcsidft, 
and fired upon his front. Near the place of attack, ;^is a 
imall ifland, by which the enemy might eafily have fdf ddi 
the river. Bradftreet, in an inltajit, landed upon the ifl^d, 
to prevent being inclofed between two fires ; and with fix 
men maintained his poflfeflion, bravely repelling twenty Of 
the enemy, who attempted to feize that advantageous pbft. 
He was then reinforced with fix others ; and even compel- 
led a fecond party of forty French to give way. Enraged 
at this fhameful difiippointment, the enemy, to the number 
of feventy men, thought proper to make a third attempt ; 
but the batteau-men, who did not exceed twenty, with f e- 
doubied bravery, ftill kept their ground, and again forced 
their adverfaries to retire. During thefe ikirmimes, which 
Jafted near an hour,^ the batteau-men in the rear landed, 
without lols or confufion, upon the fouth fide of the rivet. 
Four hundred of the enemy now advanced up the nofth 
fide of the ftream, intending to ford it about a mile higher, 
and furround us, Bradftreet, aware of the defign, let? the 
ifland, and with two hundred men marched on the other 
fide to oppofe them. But they had a6hially* forded over 
before he came up^ and pofted themfdves in a fwamp. Dr. 
Kirkland, with tne fecond divifion of batteaux, was now 
advancing to his afliftance ; but Bradftreet ordered him, 
and Capt, Butler, who commanded the third divifion, to 
keep their pofts, and cover the batteaux in the rear. Be- 
ing arrived at the fwamp, an engagement enfued, in the 
Indian manner of fighting, and conUnued above an hour, 
with dubious fuccefs. Bradftreet, at length, animating his 
men, ruflied into the thicket through twice his number, 
and gallantly puftied them into the river, where many ti 
them periihed. Another attempt was made, in th6 mean 
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time, to ford the river a little higher ; but thofc being il- 
fo repulfed, the whole party was entirely routed and dif. 
pcrfed. 

Juft after the defeat, Capt. Patten, with his grenadiers 
irom Onondaga, fell in with our batteaux ; and the next 
jpoming a reinforcement of 200 men came up from the 
ffarrifon ; and but for the exceffive rains, which began 
U>on after the aftion, and continued all the next day, thefe 
brave batteau-men would probably have cut off the wbole 
party. Had Sir William Johnfon, as was expe<3:ed, accom- 
panied Capt. Patten to Ofwego, with the Indians from 
Onondaga, Bradflreet might have made immediate pqr- 
fuit, and many of the enemy mull have been overtaken : 
but this pacific plenipotentiary was then hafiening to Al« 
bany (a fafe fituation) with the Important minutes of his 
late conference : a conference full of affeftionate IncHan 
foeeches, and large promifes of their affiftance j when 
fcarce a man of them could be prevailed upon to turn out 
of his hut for the defence of the common caufe. Brad- 
flreet had but three Indians of the Six Nations with him 
at this attack. Of thefe, one took to his heels ; a fecond 
fought bravely ; but the third went over to the enemy, 
and affifted in pointing out our officers. In thefe feveral 
' adions we had about 30 men killed and wounded. How 
many of the French were flain, is not certainly known ; 
though it is generally faid, they loft about 1 20. Eighty 
arms were brought to Scheneftady ; and about 70 men 
found in the woods, and carried to Ofwego. The French 
fled in the utmoft cUforder : and fome of their regular fol- 
diers, being ftrangers to the country, got bewildered in 
the defart, and periflied for want of fuftenance. 

Bradftreet arrived at Scheneftady on the nth of July.; 
and the next day acquainted General Abercrombie, at Al- 
bany, of the ftate of Ofwego : That he learnt from his prif- 
oners, the French were preparing to attack it, having i'2co 
men for that purpofe encamped not far from the eaftem- 
raoft fort. Upon the receipt of this intelligence, orders 
were iffued to Major-'General Webb, to hold himfelf in 
readinefs to march fbr its defence with the 44th regiment. 
My Lord, Mr. Shirley had, feveral days before,* advifed 
^ '_^ General 

* On the 26lh of June, the day after he was fuperfeded. 
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General - Abercrombie to reinforce that garrifon with two 
battalions t at leaft : and they might have marched imme- 
diately, as Bradftreet was readjr to convoy the troops, and 
nrery magazine, along the paflage, plentifully fupplied with 
provifions. But not to anticipate my ftory ; 

Mr. Shirley arrived at New- York on the 4th of July, 
and waited the arrival of my Lord Loudon, who landed 
there on the 23d of that month, with Mr. Pownal in his 
train : but in what charafter the latter returned a fecond 
time from England, was a fubjeft of doubtful conjedhire. 
FBs Lordfliip, regardlefs of his eafe, and the fatigues of a 
tedious voyage, tarried there but three days ; and on the 
29th of July reached his head-quarters at Albany, when he 
:00k upon himfelf the command of the army. 

The garrifon of Ofwego confifted now of 1 400 men, and 
ibout 300 workmen and failors. Four himdred and eigh- 
y-five were pofted^ in fmall parties, between that place and 
Burnet's Field, to maintain an open paflage through the 
:ountry of the Six Nations. The 44th and 48th regiments 
It Albafiy and Scheneftady, with the Britifh troops juft 
irrived, confifted now of 2600 men ; and the provinaals, 
mder the command of General Winflow, were about 7000, 
md ready to march from Fort William-Henry. Of the 
laval force of Ofwego, I have already given your Lordfhip 
m account : and as to the ftrength of the enemy at Ticon- 
ieroga and Crown-Point, according to the lateft intelligence 
obtained by Capt. Rogers, they did not exceed 3000 men. 

From his Lordfliip's known abilities for war, the colo- 
nies were in great hopes, that, notwithflanding the delay 
3f the Britilh reinforcements, fome coup d'edat would ve- 
ry fpeedily be flruck at Crown-Point. But alas ! while we 
ivere intent upon this favourite defign, the enemy were 
3ending their main force, not to oppofe us at Ticonderoga, 
jut to fecure what was to them a matter of much more 
importance, I mean the exclufive dominion of the great 
Lakes. Accordingly, they laid fiege to Ofwego ; and, af- 
ter 

+ Such a reinforcement could eafily have been fpared for that pur- 
>0fe, Otway's and the Highland reginient being now landed at Albany. 
hjkd that this ncceflary ftep might tmt be obftrufted, General Shirley 
lad, before their arrival, diipatched an exprefs to Ofwego, ordering 
Bradftreet to quicken his return to Schcnedlady, 
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ter two or three days conteft, obliged the garrifon, on the 
14th of Auguft, to lurrender themfelves pnfoners of war. 
This melancholy account was firft brought t6 Albany by 
feveral foldiers, fome of whom had formerly ddferted d^e 
French fervice ; and remained many days unconfirmed, till 
the arrival of two failors, who made thfeir efcape after the 
reduftion of the forts. An univerfal fliock Was ndw given 
to the whole continent : and to increafe our difirefi^ the 
Indians reported, that the wh6le ^rifdn w^ put to the 
iword, and the dead bodies of our countrymeil denied even 
the &cred rite of fepulture. But this, bv fubfeig[Uent advi- 
ces, was contradidted : and the fpies, diQ)atched for obler- 
vation, inform us, that the works are entirely demdiihed, 
and the enemy departed. In what manner, and by what 
numbers, it was taken, or upon what terms furrendered, I 
cannot give your Lordfliip any fatisfaftory account. How 
many were killed on either fide b alfo unknown ; though 
certain it is, that Lieut. Col. Mercer, the commanding ^• 
ficer, is among the flain. 

It is much to be wiflied, my Lord, that Mr, Shirley's aA 
vice to General Abercrombie had been followed : and 
equallv to be regretted, that Sir William Johnfon returned 
with mch precipitation from Onondaga to Albany. Nor 
ought the difcharge of 400 batteau-men, after Bradftreet's 
return, to pais without fome remark. They arrived at 
Schenedady, as I obferved before, on the i ith of July ) and 
methinks the recent proofs of their courage, and the ac* 
count they gave of the flxength and defigns of the enciliy, 
might have been a fufficient antidote againft the poiftm d 
that council for their difcharge ; which Was uAqveAu^a* 
bly defigned by Mr. Shirley's enemies for throwing an odi- 
um on his meafures. To the fame influence, my Lord, it 
was undoubtedly owing, that General Webb'fe march, irith 
the 44th regiment, from Scheneftady, was delayed till the 
1 2th of Augufl, but two days before the garrifon was afttt- 
ally furrendered. He had proceeded no rarther than Bur- 
net's Field, with his regiment of 900 men, and the remain- 
ing 800 batteau-men, when the deferters brought him the 
news of the fiege. Upon the receipt of which, he made a 
forced march to tlie Oneida Carrying-Place ; where hci©' 

mediatd||r 
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mediately felled trees into the Wood Creek, to prevent thd 
approach of the enemy.* 

Thefe, my Lord^ were great overiights : but the lofs of 
OTwego muft principally be afcribed to a more diilant cauie, 
to a junto, who have all along embarraffed every . part of 
his Majefly's fcpncc on the Lake Ontario. By their mif- 
reprefentations, the public has been drawn into a depend* 
ence upon the Six Nations, merely to exalt Sir WuHam 
Johnfon : and that nothing might be wanting to procure 
a change in the command of the army, and deftroy all con*' 
fidence in Shirley's judgment, Ofwego, the great ob^eft of 
his attention, has been flighted as an unefiential poft ; and 
the redudion of St. Frederick reprefented as a point of far 
fuperior moment. 

My Lord, by thefe intrigues our country bleeds. Oft 
wcgo is loft ; loft, perhaps, for ever, with the naval arm- 
ament, above fixty pieces of ordnance, and a rich fuptdy 
of ftoras and proviiions, laid in at a vaft expen&j^ for fev- 
eral thoufand men, during the whole campaign. Woul^ 
to God this was «£, and we had nothing worfe to appro* 
hend ! Our fur trade, which has kmg been the principal 
objeft of the national att^tion, and the fappon of our 
frontier dty of Albany, is at an end. The French caii 
noW) with the utmoft £au:ility, fecare the inland country, 
and confine us to the very brinks of the ocean : a free 
communication is opened between Canada and Louiiiana ; 
and all our intercourfe with the Indians totally refcinded. 
The enemy, on the other hand, may, without oppofiticm 
or reftraint, render thefe innumerable tribes or favages 
tiheir aBks and dependants. The. Six Nations are more 
wavering than ever : and fhoidd they no longer think it 
expedient to preferve their neutrality, the whok continent 
tsiuit inevitably become a field of blood. Whatever may 
l>e thought of th^e ccdonies, which of late have been mag* 

nified 

♦ The French were equally apprehenfive of his adiKancing towa^rjs. 
tjienis or pf gut attexnpting to rebuild Ofwego : and very prudently hih 
|>roian^ the prefent advantage, began where General Webb left off, and 
%xxoi&axLed the obfbrudion quite down to the. exitrance mto the Oneida 
^ak^ ; which renders it impoflible to p^s throu^ the Wood Creek^ 40 
^ani^es in leneth. General Webb, not long after, abandoned the Carry* 

ing-Place, after burning down the fortSi much to the diifatisfaAion ot 

ibc Indians. 
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nified for their numbers and opulence, I do affure your 
Lordfliip, that a fliort war will efFeftually exhauft them. 
Their fettlements are fcattered ; their frontiers extenfiye j 
the inhabitants but few, generally in very moderate dr- 
cumftances, and ftill luxurious, and without refources. 
The irruption of a few Indians into Pennfylvania had al- 
ready occafioned the lofs of feveral hundred fouls, and the 
defolation of near two thoufand farms. . The frontiers of 
the neighbouring colonies are equally defencelefe ; and the 
power of the native favages, at prefent in the French in- 
tcreft, is of itfelf fuflicient, by flow, but inevitable means, 
to reduce us to extreme beggary and diftrefe. 

Thus, my Lord, I have nniflied the relation of what 
has hitherto been tranfacled in America. I have not only 
prefented you with a feries of the moft interefling events, 
but brought your Lordfliip acquainted with the charac- 
ters and defigns of the principal agents in our poUtical af- 
£drs. If I have erred, I am perfuaded it is not in any ar« 
tide of importance, nor purpofely in the minuteft. Ev- 
ery line of this letter hath been penned with the moft 
lacred veneration for truth, and a mind equally unbiased 
by refentment or afieftion. For obtaining an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the matters rehearfed, few in the colonies 
have had fuperior advantages : nor in coUedting proper 
materials, has any one hetn more afliduous. Add to this, 
that I had no othei:. intereft in the public meafures, than 
the interefl: of every m^n on the continent. I am uncon- 
nected with all parties ; neither enjoying any pofl: myfelf, 
nor ftanding in the leafl relation to a fingle officer in the 
army. The love of my country was the fole fpring of 
my curiofity ; and fo £a.r, indeed, I was not an unconcern- 
ed fpeftator of the public tranfa<3ions. If I have made 
honourable mention of General Shirley, it was owing to 
my approbation of his fchemes, as conducive to the com- 
mon weal of the Britifli plantations : and if my judgment 
was in this regard erroneous, I have the pleafure to find 
myfelf in very refpeftable company. Except New- York,, 
or rather a prevailing faction there, all the colonies hold 
him in very high efteem. Some have made public dedar-^ 
ations of their fenfe of his great merit ; and that tooj at. a 
time when he appeared defcending from his meridian of 

.glpry. 
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^cry . But he needed no other than the teftimonials of 
his own province ; for he, my Lord, whofe conduft is ap^ 
I^Mvigd by the people of the Maffitchufetts-Bay, muft be du- 
tiiiguiihed both foi: his abiiitieis and his virtue. They ate 
too numerous and wife to be deceived^ too free and mde^ 
pendtot to be driven^ An undue influence can never be 
obtained by the Governor of a colony^ who has lieithel* 
pd^r nor places to beftoT)kr. Their slflemblied are annual ; 
the members deded by ballot^ in number near two hun- 
dred. The council, or middle eftate, chofen yearly by the 
affembly : and as aU the offices are eledive, not a man in 
the province is dependent on the fmiles or the froths of 
the King's teprefentative : and yet fo wife, free, and loyal 
^ people have approved his judgment ; confided in his in- 
tegrity ; teftified in his favour } and publicly lamented his 
departure from the continent. I would by no means, my 
Lordj be underftdod, by thcfe favourable fentiments of 
Shirley, to difparage his noble fucccfTor in the command. 
He yet has not, at lead he deferves not to hive, a fingle 
tihemy amongft us : and I hope it will ferve the purpofes 
of no mail to be his enemy. I could only have wifhed, 
thJit, at this critical junfture, a gentleman fo thoroughly 
v^rffed in Amerieah al&irs, had been continued in America 
fer his Lordfhip's affiftance. We haire to contend with a 
fubtle, enterprifing foe ; a foe, rapacious, martial, and 
bloody, committing murders, rather than waging war. 
Though the French Colony cpntains, perhaps, not 30,000 
fnefh capable to bear arms ; yet thefe are all uiidet the def- 
potio command and fole direftion of their Governor- 
General ; and experience teaches us, that, in fpite of Out 
iaavy,- they may bic anhusilly reinforced. The ftrehgth of 
©itf colonies^ on the other hand, is divided ; and the con- 
ctiitence of all neceffary both for fupplies of men and 
ttWftey. Jealous are they of each other ; forne ill confti- 
tuted } others fhaken with inteftihe divifions, and, if I 
thay be allowed the expreffion^ parfimohious even to prod- 
iga£:ty. Our afiemblies are diffident of their Governors ; 
Governors defpife their affemblies, and both mutually mif- 
refifrefeht each other to the Court of Great-Britain. Mili- 
tary meafures demand fecrecy and difpatch : but while the 
Monies remfain divided, and nothing can be tranfafted but 
X [r<?/. vii.] with 
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vdth their univerfal aflent, it is impofiible to maintain the 
one, or proceed with the other. Without a general con- 
fiitution for warlike operations, we can neither plan nor 
execute. We have a common intereft, and muft have a 
common council ; one head and one purje. The French (er • 
vice is unexpofed to thofe embarranments ; and henpe 
they proje A without difcovery ; and we fcarce colled their 
defigns, before, we are attacked and defeated. Hitherto 
they have profecuted the war with fuperior advantage ; 
and yet the militia of the province of the Maflachufetts- 
Bay alone, undoubtedly exceeds, by fome thouiands, all 
the troops of Canada. Since the commencement of the 
prefent hoftilities, his Majefty has loft above 3000 loyal fub* 
jefts : and as all the Indians are at the devotion of the 
rrench, and Ofwego is now loft, many thoufand farms, 
before the opening of the next fpring, will probably be 
abancjoned ; and the interior fettlements deluged with the 
innocent blood of all ages and fexes. Indeed, my Lord, it 
is not beneath the moft elevated ftation, to indulge the bc^ 
nevolent feelings of humanity ; nor, retiring awhile from 
the pomp and gaiety that furrounds you, to fhed a pityii^ 
tear over families inhumanly bereft of their fubftance,ot 
more inhumanly flaughtered in their beds. It is a celebrat- 
ed faying, and does honour to human nature, " Hom.^ 
fum, et nihil humanum a me alienum puto." 

What the prefent or the next campaign will bring fortt^ 
is known only to the Omnifcient Governor of the u»-^ 
verfe. The colonies are nearly cxhaufted, and their func^ 
^ready anticipated by expenfive, unexecuted projefts : an 
whether they will ftUl continue their eflforts, or refign to 
liftlefs defpair, is uncertain. I fear the worft j and yet yo*^ 
know, my Lord, I am not of a melancholy caft. There ^ 
too much reafon for general concern : and I venture t^ 
predid:, what every judicious perfon forefees, that unle^ 
fome fuccelsful blow is ftruck, and fpeedily ftruck, at th- 
power of France, Britain muft inevitably lofe her poftefiion - 
m America : An event, my Lord, of the moft tremendous 
confequence to us, to you, to the Proteftant religion^ ttf 
the peace of Europe j yes, and to the peace and happinei^ 
of aU mankind. 

Hitherto we have wafted our ftrength in lopping off 

branches^ 
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branches, when the axe fhould have been laid to the root 
of the tree. Canada, my Lord, Canada muft' be demolKh- 
ed. Ddenda eft CarthaTO, or we are undone. Strength 
fujflicient have we left, with proper afliftance, for a deduve 
firuggle : but a lingering confumption will infallibly ener- 
vate and deftroy. France has been, ever can, and will be 
annually, throwing oyer frefh troops into her colony, in 
defiance of our great maritime force : and ihould peace en- 
fue, even before our ruin is completed, what win be the 
ftate of thefe provinces upon the next rupture between the 
two crowns, when the frontier country is filled with our 
enemies ? As you therefore value, my noble Lord, the 
caufe of Liberty ; the dory of the Britilh name j the hon- 
our and dimiity of the beft of Kings ; and the prefervation 
of thefe colonies from bloody carnage and total ruin ; ex* 
ert, I befeech you, exert your influence, to extirpate this 
Ix'ood of Frencn favages from the face of the continent. In 
a fcheme fo dedfive, and in no other, will the provinces 
heartily unite ; and if well concerted, and our unfortified 
fea-coafts at the fiime time fuffidendy protected, it will 
doubtlefs fucceed ; humble the pride of.France ; and dole 
the prefent war with a lafting and honourable peace. 

I am, my Lord, 

with the profoundeft rei^^eft, 

your Lordfhip's moft obliged 

and obedient fervant. 
STew-York, 5^//. 20, 1756. 

A Description of Wiscasset, and of the River 
Sheepscot. By Rev. Alden Bradford, Minister 
AT Wiscasset, S.H,S« 

JUDGE SuUivan, in his Hiflory of the Difbia of 
Maine, Dr. Morfe, in his Gazetteer and Geography, 
and the Due de Liancourt, in his volume of travels through 
the United States and Canada, have nven' fome account 
of WifcaiTet. But they are very partial, and in fome in- 
fiances erroneous in their ftatements ; and a particular and 
accurate defcription of this place and river, though confid« 
orably celebrated fpr the nautical enterprife of uie ir^b- 

itantSy 
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itants, and for its great advantages with refpe^ to nav^ 
tion, has never yet been publiihed. 

Wi£cafiet is lituated on the weftem hraiKh of Sheepfcot 
river, about twenty miles from the ifland of Sqgulni* 
which lies two miles off the neck^ or point of land tkiit 
feparates the entrances into the rivers Kennebec and Sheq^ 
fcot. The mouth of Kennebec ia very narrow ; odIj^ 
about half a mile ; and the current exceedyua^ rapui 
But the entrance into. Sheepfcot, for feven or e%M mkA 
above Secuin, prefents the appearance of a 1^^ \txf* 
The width graduaHy kflens. But even at the iHi^uoee 
from Its mouth, juft meatiGned, it is two m3es a«.d uq^ 
wards. Five miles bebw Wifica^t, the rivev becooofii 
much more cop£ned, and the banks are high^ In ibruK' 
places, it is Uttib more than ^atf a mile. The w^ttx i& 
voy deep, generally from fifteen to. twenty fiithomShL 

In one place, a mile bek)w Wifca^et^ wkere the wms ia 
only about one hundred rods wide, there are not more tbaa 
efeven fathoms, There is not left wateir in any pljK^ ^ 
the river, bdow this i^tlemeat : and it la navigable for "i^ 
laigeft ihips wibh perfe6i: iafety, aa high aa thia place. ^ 
the year 1775, two Britiik mpn of war came up. the iLr^^ 
oppofite the town. An4 merchant fhips of more tJtMi 
five hundred tons are owned here j which lay afleet at 1^^ 
water, when loaded, at fome of the wharves. 

Againft the compaft part of the town, and for a fli^^" 
difbince above ancl below, the river is nearly a mile wi^^-. 
The navigation is rather difficult for large veffcls above t ^^ 
pfkcd. Fut thofe of an hundred tons may iafety afcfe"*" 
about four miles higher up the river, to New-Caffle. H^^^ 
is a fall of water, which pcevents any other craft- than, bo^^ 
to proceed farther into nie country* The tide-waWr cf^^' 
tinues yet five miles higher, where the river is very fm^J'' 
2tod fit only fbr the bufinefe ofawUsii; feyeral of which ^^^ 
We advana^ou%: ituatedi . - 

Over thenfver, hal£ a mile abovci the fiill, thece is- a. ti<^ 
bridge, bulk ia i.75^c, which i&fix.hundredfeet in ^^P-^'^ 

The land, whcr^ is thp comj^ «ad mercantile: part ^^ 
the town, approaches to.a point:; or^ i&rather two.fidcs.^* 
a parallellogram ; the lon^eft of irthich is. the- bank of th^ 

■ ■■•' • rlvj6^ 

^'\ This ifland is in lat. 43. 52. long. 68. 
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ny^Vt Iryipg about N, by £• and S. by W. ; and the fhorteft 
fi^ei^ the imrgin of a finaU bay, or inlet, which, on the fouth 
qC thf i^ttleqieiit, encroaches on the n>ain about one hun- 
4re4 ^^ fpFty reds^ for the diftance of three fourths of a 
noile^ 

Thd cQ^rf^ of the river, from its mouth, both above and 
bdk>w WUiQWC^x i^ nearly N. by E. But in fome places^ 
figr ihort dift«UKes, it varies from this dirediion, A little 
ludpyjr Wifqa^ point, it js diverted from its general courfc 
to a N. W. one, where the bed of the river is narrow j but 
fpon again continues, its ufual dire<^on. 

On the w^. fide of SKe^fcot river, near its mouthy L$ 
P^r]^$r'3 ifland. Thi^ is in Georgetown ; and extenc^ a 
"f^w n^iukes,. when the ifland of JeremyfqiU^m continues to 
bound this ihore of the river, within a, mUe of WifcaHet 
goii^t. This iflftV^d; e:s:tend3 about twelve miles in len^h, 
aiidi/3 in fome fdapes^ mile and a half; but generally from 
one to half a mile wide. The weftem fide of this, ifknd i& 
£^a^a^ed i^QQ> the fouthern part of Wifcailet, and from a^ 
ga|::t of Woolwich,, (whkh is adjoining Wi^afiet on the 
S. W.) by ^. cro^ river runoing Irom l^eepfcpt, and fall* 
i^g ir^to the Kennebec oppofite to Bath, about eight miles 
i^QPi. its mouth. This crofs river meets the Sheepfcot 
^bout a mile fouth of Wifcafiet point, where the courfe of 
this latter river, fc»r a. ihort difiance, makes a right angle 
Mri^di its general diredion ; and thus a bay is formed of 
about two miles by one ; which is very convenient and 
pkaiant. 

The crpis river communicating with Kennebec> is a. 
>resk(: advantage to Wifcaffet-. Lumber of all kind^ is. 
wrought here £com, various parts of the Kennebec^ and: 
!j::OBi-. AmajeifcQggin. Vefiels of foventy and eighty tonsi 
^ais through this crofs river Ipaded. . And a new light Ihip 
:)€: 400 tons has been carried through here, by taking ad- 
h;:ant^e of the tide and current, which, in fome places^ 
gfrjiere tlie river is ns^rrow, is very rapid. 

Befid(^ the great depth, and the comparative fiilncfs of 
che water in Sheepfcot, there is another advanta^re for nav- 
Lg2Liion, which it has over v[\q& other rivers in, tiie £|iftriA 
of Maine : It is feldom obfixudfeed by ice in the coldefl: and 
Longefi; winters. }t has fometimes been known to be 

frozen. 
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frozen, for one or two days, about half the diftance from 
the Point, where is the loweft wharf, to the narrows j that 
is, half a mile. But even then, the ice was eafily remov- 
cd. And below this, it never freezes. Only once in fix 
years, though there have been feveral very fcvere winters 
in this penod, has the river been frozen as low as the 
Point, and then it continued only about twenty-four hours. 
A little higher, at the moft northern wharves, the ice is 
often entirely acrofe the river, and fometimes continues 
•feveral days. 

The water here flows and ebbs from ten to fifteen feet ; 
generally about twelve ; which is nearly the fame as at 
Bofton. And it is remarkable, that at rortfinouth. Port- 
land, and other places between this and Bofton^ the tide 
flows lefs than in thefe two harbours. 

There are ten confiderable wharves in this place, one of 
which is 550 feet in length. It is about eighty rods hidi- 
cr up the river than that at the Point, which is adjoining 
the channel of the river. The long wharf alfo runs off to 
the edge of the channel ; fo that very large veflels, laden, 
are afleet at thefe, when the water is the lowefl:. 

The compad part of the town confifts of about one 
hundred and thirty dwelling-houfes ; fome of which arc 
large and elegant. The ilores are numerous ; and fome 
of them fpacious, and ornamental to the town. There 
are four llreets running parallel with the river, diftant 
from one another about twelve rods. Thefe are interfcft- 
ed at right angles, about eighty rods north of the Point, 
by a flreet 140 feet wide, paffing down a gentle descent 
by the meeting and court houfes, (which are handfomo 
buildings,) in almoft a flraight courfe to the head of the 
long wnarf. This is the main ftreet leading into the ^• 
lage from the W. and N. W. The ftreet leading out of 
town to the eaitward is the continuation of the third, 
which is parallel with the river. It leaves the main ftreet 
about fifty rods from the river, and its courfe is ftnddit 
for three quarters of a mile, when it winds to the N. £ 

On the eaft fide of the river, oppofite to Wifcaflct, is 
the town of Edgecombe. The ifland of Jeremyfquafll^ 
which lies on the weft fide of the Sheepfcot below 'Wifiafc 
fet, and as high up as the narrows, before mentioned, bo* 

longs 
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longs to this town, and not to Woolwich, as Judge SuUi* 
iran aflerts in his Hifiory of Msdne. 

What is now Pownalborough, (for Wifcaffet* is the In- 
dian name of the Point only, though the village is gener^ 
ally known by this name,) is bounded N. and N. by £• by 
tfew-Milfbrd, which was incorporated in 1793 : It was be* 
(ore called the north pariih of Pownalborough : On the 
N. W. by.Drefden, lymg on the eaftern bank of Kenne- 
bec, which was fet off from this town at the fame time 
Hrith New-lMBlford : On the W. and S. W. it is feparated 
[rem Woolwich by a finall ftream called . Monfeag, up 
nrhich the tide flows fome difiance, from the crofs river, 
.eading into Kennebec : And the water of this crofs river 
wafhes the fouth part of Pownalborough. 

The town extends nearly eight miles from S. by W. to 
S*. by £. ; and is four miles in the oppofite diredtions. It 
:ontains about three hundred and fifty families, and two 
thoufand inhabitants ; two thirds of which are in the vil- 
lage at the Point. Nearly half the town is cleared ; and 
[here are fome very good farms. But the land in general 
is too clayey to be profitable for tilling. For grafs, it is 
very good. 

A great part of the land on the fea coaft, and within 
twenty miles of it, in the Diflrid of Maine, contains a 
large proportion of day;! and while every man poffefies 
an extenuve farm, it is not to be cxpefted that the clayey 
lands will produce much befide grafs, barley, and potatoes ; 
as they candot afford to mix with it a fumcient quantity 
of fand and manure to render it fuitable for the profitable 
culture of corn and grain in generaL But when they 
fliall be contented to hold and cultivate leis land, and fhall 
learn to mix fand or fhells with the clay, it will produce 
all kinds of roots, grain and fruits in the greateft plenty* 
For it has been found that clayey lands are the befl for 
gardens, when prepared by a mixture of fand and manure. 

The land £irther from the fea coaft, and for a great dif- 
tance into the country, and parallel to the ocean, is of a very 
iuperior quality. It is generally of the richeft loam, and 

produces 

* Formerly it was pronounced WiflacaiTet by the Indians ; and is 
4 to mean the confluence of three waters or rivers. 

t There are fome exceptions to this general remark. 
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produces all kinds of grain as abundantly' as any part 6f 
New-England. And it is fettling and imptoNring in si moft 
rapid manner. 

There ai*e a few good orchards in PoWnalbdrougki Btit 
the cuitivati6n of the apple tree is too ihttch tl6gld6h9di 
The common red cherrj is fotind here in great ^undJiAtfi. 
There are alfo feme plumb trees. And the p6u: Undotabti- 
edly might be fuccefefully cultivated ; iot it is gen^jf-afly 
found on clayey ground. A few p^ch trees hd:V€ been 
raifed in this and the neighbouring towns* But the gen- 
eral opinion is, that this iruit will not gtotr in this psUi 
ci the country^ This^ however, is a miftaken idea ; and 
adopted probably to excufe the negligence of the pec^Ie. 
If particular fpots were chofen^ lying to the fouth^ and of 
a light or loamy foil, no doubt they would fiidcefed. Gen- 
eral Knox, who lives about thirty miles elftwatd of this 
place, has in his garden a great number of •peach and apri- 
cot trees of two and three years growth 5 and they look 
as flouriihing and vigorous as^ thofe in the vicinity c^ 
Boilon. 

Currants, rafberries, goofeberries and ftrawbemes grow 
here, and in moft parts of the country, in gteslt abtin- 
dance. And there is a fruit called the moofe j^utnb, 
nearly as large as the apricot, natural to the diinate^lfrhidi 
would probably be much better, if carefully cultivated. 

The wood is chiefly ever-green, fuch as the fir^ ipruce, 
hemlock^ white pine, and ydlow, or Norway jnne.- Tjhere 
is aMb a confiderable proportion of maple, 'of xfflfeteftt 
kinds, of birch and beech. In the ^joitJftg ta^roAi tketc 
is a great quantity of oak. 

The extremes of heat and cold in this place do ftot dif- 
fer much from Bofl:on.* There are not fo khafr^ vi^ 
warm days here in fummetj ad in the vicinity of Bpildn, 
but fome when the mercury rifes as high ^rithii* Vsffo or 
three degrees. And in winter, the mercttry ha9 been 
found not to be more than two degrees lower ; but yet 
there is more cold weather here during the winter. 

Pownalborongh was incorporated in 176a, the &me 
year that the county of Lincoln was feparated from Cum- 

Wlafid: 

* Dr. Morfe is xniftakep, when he fays tbae the 6eaC fterie is g^tiet 
than at Bofton. 
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berlaod : and it owes its name ^^ to the pride of Governor 
-PownaL'* 

There were fome fettlements made in this vicinity, as 
early as the year 1661^ One Walter FhilUps purchsied 
land at that time of fome Indian chiefs^ and lived feversJ 
years on the weftern banks of Damarifcotta river, now 
within the tpwn of New^-Caftle, which lies above Wifcaffet. 
Between this period and 1680, there were ynany families 
in this vicinity ; the greater part of them on the eaftern 
banks of Sheep&ot in New-CafUe. The inhabitants were 
mdUy Dutch ; and were under the government of New- 
York and Hndfon's River. They were driven off by the 
Indians, in 1680. 

About this time, there were a few families .at Wifcaffet. 
One George Davie fettled here in 1663. It is faid he 
lived about half a mile north of the Point, on an eminence, 
fifty rods from the river. ^ A brother of his, and two oth- 
ers, lived here at the iame period. But thev all fled in 
1680. The widow of one of thefe Davies died in New- 
ton, near Bofton, in 1752, aged 116. There is a por- 
trait ,of her in the room of the Hiftorical Society. 

George Davie had alfo purchafed a large trad of land 
of fome Indians. *' This came by inheritance and tranf^ 
fer to a number of wealthy men, who, in 1 734> affociated 
under the name of the Bofton company. Wrfcaffet Point 
is in this traft." 

*' The fettlements begun again by one Robert Hooper, 
in 1730. Foye and Lambert came in '34. And the pro- 
prietors foon after lotted out the lands for fettlement/* * 
Hooper lived fome time by the fide of a large rock, a little 
fouth of Main*ftreet, and about three rods from the river. 
Inhere now fiands the houfe of Jeremiah Dalton.f 

A few years after this, fome &milies fetded on the cro& 
river, about two miles from Wifcaffet Point ; the names of 
which were Boynton, Taylor, Young, And Chapman. And 
in 1745, one Hilton from Dover, New-Hampfhire, fet 
down by Monfeag river, which feparates Woolwich from 

Pownalboroughi 

^ SnUivan's Hiftorj of the Diftridl of Maine. 

t A daughter of Hooper, Mrs. Taylor, is now living in Pownalbor* 
oQgh* She wag nine months old when (he was brought to the place. 

Y IFoLVxl-] 
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Pownalborough. But they were kept in continual fcaf 
by the Indians ; and frequently were obliged to fhelter 
themfdves in the fort, which ftood at the Point. Hiltoii 
was killed by the Indians ; and his oldeft fon, now living 
in this town, was taken and carried to Canada ; but re- 
turned the year after. A captain Williamfon, who died 
here in 1798, aged 80, was alio takeii and carried to Qae« 
bee, but was foon releafed. 

ITie poft road from Bofton to St. George's river and 
Penobfcot paffes through this town. And a poft-office has 
been cftablilhed here eleven years. The mail arrives twice 
a week from Bofton ; twice from Hallowell by a aols 
poft, and twice from the eaftward. 

Wifcaflet is a port of entry and delivery. And there 
are owned here nearly thirty fquare-rigged veflek ; fome 
of them very large. They amount to about 10,000 tons. 
They are lately chiefly employed in the Weft-India trade. 
Untd within a few years, the merchants fent all their large 
veffels to England and Scotland with lumber. And fome 
ftill purfue the lame line of bufinefs. But the other is 
found to be more profitable. For the laft three years, the 
merchants have added greatly to their property by trading 
to the Iflands. 

Wifcaflet is juftly confidered a very healthy fituation ; 
and this is alfo true of moft other towns in the Diftrift oi- 
Maine. More perfons die of confumption, than of anV 
other difeafe. And this is moft probably owing to the to^ 
frequent ufe of fpirit and tea. A great proportion of th^ 
common people are intemperate in the ufe of fpirituou ^ 
liquors ; and often drink tea twice a day ; which muft b^ 
very injurious to the conftitution. If they could be per 
fuaded to reform in thefe refpefts, they would preferv^ 
both their health and their property. 

For the laft fix years, the deaths, on an average, hav^ 
been 13a year. The births annually are upwards of 60^ 
And very few die in infancy. And if children were right-^ 
ly managed from the time of their birth ; if they wer^ 
lifed to frequent cold wafliings and to the frefli air, anc^ 
were kept cleanly, it would be very rare that any of thcn^ 
die, except by fome malignant, contagious difeafe. 

Several of the inhabitants of this place were froir^^ 

England^ 
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England, Scotland, or Ireland ; fome of whom were Epif- 
copalians, and fome Prefbyterians ; but they are all happily 
united with the reft of the people, who form a Congrega* 
tional Society. The Rev. Thomas Moore was the firft or- 
^dained minifter. He was fel^tled in 1773. 

Wifcaffet is the principal fliire town in the County of. 
Lincoln. The Court of Fleas iets here once, the Supreme 
Judicial Court once, and the Federal Diftrift Court twice, 
a year. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^Kmmmmmmmmmammmm 

Witham Marshe's Journal of the Treaty heud 
WITH THE Six Nations by the Commissioners of 
Maryland, and other Provinces, at Lancas/TER> 
IK Pennsylvania, June, 1744. 

Saturday^ June the 16/A, 1744. '^ 

THIS day the Hon. Edmund Jenings, and the Hon. 
Philip Thomas, Efqrs. of the council, of ftate in Mary- 
land, having heretofore been appointed (by a fpecial power 
from his Excellency Thomas Bladen, Efq. Governor, un- 
der his hand, and the feal of that province) commiflioners 
for treating with the Six Nations of Indians, on behalf of 
the province, concerning fome lands claimed by them, and 
to renew all former treaties betwixt the Six Nations and 
this government, agreed to proceed on their embaffy. 

I was required by them to ftay at Annapolis, and receive 

the bills of exchange (to defray our expenfes) from Mn 

Rofs, clerk of the council ; and, after receiving the bills 

on Sunday, P. M. I went to Mr. Thomas's, where I lodged 

that night. 

Sunday^ iph. Mr. Commiflioner Jenings went over 
Chefapeake Bay, as alfo did Mr. Benedid Calvert, who ac- 
companied him to the treaty. 

Monday^ June 18/A, 1744. 
Breakfafted at Mr. Thomas's about 8 o'clock this morn- 
ing, and foon after fet out with him, and the Rev. Mr. 
Craddock, (who accompanied us in quality of chaplain to 
ihe Maryland commiflioners) for Patapfcoe. Arrived at 
James Moore's ordinary, at the head of Severn river, about 
one o'clock, vrhere we dined ; but fuch a dinner was pre- 
pared 
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mjrcd fi(^ us, as never was either iee& or cooked in ftt 
hi^Uands of Scotknd, or the ifles of Orkney. It con^fti^ 
wvx eggs fried with fix pieces of bacon, with fimie dam* 
my pone or bidian bread But as hunger knows Httle of 
deanlinefs, and withal very impatient, we fell to, and fboii 
devoured the viftuals. Our liquor was fony rum, mixed 
with water and fugar, which bears the heathenHh name of 
Immbo. Of this we drank about a pint, to keep down the 
naufeous e^s and bacon. 

F. M. Kid for our flovenly dinner aod ttquor, and 
purfued our journey to Mrs. Hughes's, at FUajp&oe river, 
(over which fhe keeps a ferry) to whofe home we came 
about 3 o'clock. Here we refreflicd ourfdves with fome 
good co£fee, and toaft and butter, which vras ferved to us 
in a neat and handfome manner : we likewife drank a 
bottle of generous wine ; then paid our reckoning, and 
went over the river to Whetftone-Point, and from dience 
proceeded to "William Rogers's ordinary in Baltimore 
town, being three miles diftant from Mrs. Hughes's. 

Monday evening, in Baltimore County. I left Mr. Tho- 
mas and the Rev. Farfon at the ordinarv^ and went \.<i 
Mr. Robert North's, where I fufmed with iome bEthe com- 
pany ; and from thence returned to Rogers's. Mr. Bour- 
cffllon, minifter of this parifh, vifited Ws toother rf the 
doth, and ftaid with us till near x i o'dock this night. It 
was with this gcAtleman and his wiife that I came into 
Maryland on the ift of January, 1737. She is niece to Sir 
Theodore JanflTen, Baronet. When Mr. BourdUlOn had 
bidden us hon foir^ we retired to reft: our wearied limbs, 
having rode 44 long n[iile$ t^his hot day. 

Tuefday Mornings Jttfie igfbj 1744. 

Rofe about 5 o'clock, and ordered breakfkft to be got 
prefently ; which was done. Drank tea, and then mount- 
ed our horfes to reach Edward Day's, who keeps the ferry 
on this fide Joppa. Came to his houfe about 1 r o'dock, 
baited our fdves and horfes, and then pafled over Gun- 
Powder river in his ferry-boat to Joppa town. 

jit ypppa. Refted at Mr. Brown's, who keeps % briek 
<)rdinary. Here we (Hned on ^ boiled ham, and fyettc 
(Afckens fried with battm. Drank good ina* and fmaB 

beer, 



Witbam Marjhfi Journal. 173 

beer^ xnd rendered ourfdves fit to encounter the fatigue of 
riding twenty-five miles further in this fultry weather. 

Here I waited on the Rev. Hugh Deane, who is parfon of 
this pariih, to deKver him a packet of letters, &c. I received 
from Dr, Lyon, at Baltimore town. He read to me ibme 
of the newSy mentioned in his European letters, concern** 
ing the queen of Hungary, the king of Pruffia, and the 
Lord knows how many other potentates ; but as I was 
neither politician, nor courtier, I gave but little attention 
to it. 1 underfiood Mr. D. had his intelfigence from his 
wife's brother, who has fome place in the government at 
home, or is in dependance of favours from fome great man i 
God help him ! 

After dinner, about 3 in the afternoon, we took the 
route to Mr. Benjamin Chew's, in Cecil county, whofe 
houfe is difiant from Joppa twenty «fi:c miles. 

Betwixt fix and feven of the clock in the evening, we 
reached Sufquehannah lower ferry ; we tarried fome fmall 
time, and fent our horfes over it in a boat by themfdves. 

From hence we went to the eaftem fide of Sufquehan<- 
nah, and then rode to Mr. Chew's, about a mile and a 
half diftance from the river. 

At thi« houfe we fupped very heartily, for which our 
prieft returned thanks. After lupper we had a good ded 
of chat on various fubje£ks } and then, very willingly retir- 
ed to bed. 

Wednefday mornings June 2otby '744" 

We breakfafted at Mr. Chew's, and then fet out (with 
him) for Nottingham townfliip, which place we reached a- 
bout a quarter of an hour after ten this morning. We 
put up our horfes at Thomas Hughes's, who keeps here an 
ordinary. He was an honeft, facetious, and fober Quaker, 
% man of good plain fenfe and character. 

Here we purpofcd to dine, and befpoke a dinner accord- 
ixlgly, which was prepared for us about two o'clock. Here 
'we were fliaved by our friend and companion Mr. Chew, 
for no barber could be got in the whole neighbourhood. 

I thought it a little odd our friend (who was a juftice oi 
the peace in his countv) fhould officiate as our tombr ; but 
^is we could get no other, he, purely out of good nature, 
^Ud the office of one^ 

This 



174 Witham Marjh^s Journal. 

This townihip is a large body of land, confiiHng of bt- 
tween 30 and 40,000 acres. It lies in Chefter County, 
within the Province of Pennfylvania. It is chiefly fettled 
by Quaker farmers, who ftrive to imitate thofe in our 
mother country in every thing. There have been great 
diiputes between the prefent Lord Baltimore, proprietor of 
lyfaryland, and Mefirs. Penns, proprietors of Pennfylvania^ 
concerning this place ; the firft averring it to lie within the 
bounds or his province ; and the others, that it is contain- 
ed within theirs. The inhabitants (being Quakers) are de- 
firous of living under the Penns* government, by reafon of 
' the fmall taxes they are burthened with ; and more efpe« 
cially as in that, they are not obliged to pay any thing to 
the priefts of the ileeple*houfes ; whereas in Maiyland, by 
a law made anno 1704, every male, white and black, and 
alfo black women, above the age of 1 6, and under the %^ 
of 60, are obliged to pay 40 lb. of tobacco per poll to the 
incumbent of their refpedive parifibes. Tlus is a moft ini- 
quitous tax, and is a mofi: grievous burthen to tho£e who 
have many white men fervants, and a great many flaves, 
which a ^eat number of people have in Maryland. 

The diflFerence between the proprietors of the two prov* 
inces is likely to be ended by the Lord Chancellor, before 
whom a fuit is dq)ending, brought by the Penns againft 
Lord Baltimore, for not (landing to, or fulfilling fome 
agreement relating to the bounds of both provinces, 
wherein the Quakers had been too fly for his Lordfliip, 
whereby their feveral titles may be drawn in qucftion. 

Wednefdayy P. M. There was a great difputation betwixt 
the Hon. Mr. Thomas, and one Gatchell, an inhabitant of 
this place, concerning carnal weapons. The latter being 
one of the followers of George Fox, fixenuoufly infifted, 
that it was not lawful to ufe any offenfive weapon what* 
ever. As this is the common, cant of that fet of people, it 
is in vain to think of argu^ them out of it, though 
founded on no reafon, •§ 

In this government fubfifts a i^iiarrel betwixt the Gov., 
crnor of it, and the Quaker members of the houfe of aflem- 
bly, occafioned by the latter's not confenting to a militia 
law, which they will not grant for the defence of the prov- 
ince. Who has the moft reafon on their fide, I know 

not} 
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not J but I really cannot blame the Quakers for not cone 
fenting to fuch a law, unlefs the power ofputting it in tx&* 
cution (hould be lodged in the houfe of affembly, and fuch 
officers to be appointed by them. 

At fix this evening, the Hon. Edmund Jenings, Efq. 
Col. Thomas Colvill, and Col. Robert King, (being the 
other honourable commiffioners for Maryland) with Mr« 
Calvert, arrived here, from Col- Colvill's, in Cecil county. 
We all lodged at Mr. Hughes's,^ and agreed to feti out for 
Lancafter early in the morning, and to go thither over the 
Barrens. 

Expenfes at Mr. Hughes's, paid in filver currency, to 
the value of ;^.2"i7-2, Pennfylvania currency. 

Thurfday mornings June 21, 1744. 

Breakfafled before five ; tnen prepared ourfelves for 

riding. Set out from hence with the commiflioners, Mr. 

Calvert, Mr. Gachel, and our landlord, who undertook 

to be our guide to Lancafter town. We were joined on 

^he road by fome Quakers, who accompanied us to our 

^efigned ftage. 

At eleven o'clock, we arrived at one Sheppard's mill, 
liaving rode twenty miles from Nottingham. Here we. all 
baited, and refremed ourfelves with fome good neat's 
tiongue, cold ham, and Madeira wine. We eat our repaft 
under a tree, upon a long plank, dofe to which was a 
trough, and in that our horfes were fed. We refied at 
tihis place about an hour and an half, and then purfued our 
journey to Lancaflier. From hence we had a good road, 
rhe land being lefs hilly and fl:ony than that we had rod^ 
over in the morning. Here are feveral large and fine 
liaurms, fettled by the Germans. They fow all kinds of 
^ain, and have very plentiful harvefts. Their houfes are 
<:hiefl7 built with ftone, and generally feated near ibme 
l>rook or ftream of water. They have very large mea^ 
dows, which produce a great deal of hay, and feed there- 
vdth variety of catde, &c. 

Thurfday y P. M. Arrived at Lancafter town about two 
o'dock, and put up our horfes at Peter Worrall's, who 
here keeps an inn. Here I befpoke a dinner for our com* 
mifiioners^ and the Maryland gentlemen, which was fooii 
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got ready, to our great comfort. Procured a room and 
two beds, in Worrsul's faoufe, for our chaplain and mj&i§k 

Neither the ^vernor of Pennfylvania, nor, the Virginia 
commiifioners, were arrived at the time when we did| 
but about fix in the evening they came hither, attended 
by fcveral Virginia gentlemen, and ibme from the city of 
nfladdphia. 

Here we were informed that the Indians would not ar- 
rive till to-morrow, they marching very ilow, occasioned 
by their having a great many fmall children and old xnen^ 

Meflrs. Calvert, Craddock and myfdf went into, and 
viewed the court^houfe of this town. It is a pretty large 
brick buildinff, two ftories high. The ground roono^ 
where the juftices of this county hold their court, is very 
ipadous* There is a handfome bench, and railed in^ 
whereon they fit, and a chair in the midft of it, which is 
filled by the judge. Below this bench, is a large table, of 
half o^ form ; round this, and under their Worihips, fit 
the county clerk, and the feveral attomies of the courts 
who, here, as wdl as in mofi: other courts of the jdanta^ 
tions, plead as counfellors. There are particular feats and 
places allotted to the iheriff, crier, &o 

Fronting the juilices' bench, and on eadi fide of it^ are 
finreral long fteps, or fiairs, railed eadi above the oUier» 
JSkG the fl:eps leading into the north door of St. Paul's^ 
On thefe fteps, fiand the feveral auditors and fpe^tors, 
when a court is held here. It was on thefe, that the In<* 
dian chieft fat, when they treated with the iJEhreral govern* 
ments. This court-houfe is capable to contain abotc 800 
perfbns, without incommoding each other. 

When we had furveycd this room, we went up fiairst 
Into one over head This is a good room, and has a hu^ 
chimney. In this the juftices fit in the month of Fei)ruaryi 
for the convenience of the fire. Adjoining to tWs rOom, 
is a fmaller one, where the juries are kept to agree on 
thdr verdiA. 

On the top of the court-houfe is a kind of cupola* We 
afcended a ladder, and got into it. From hence we had a 
oomplete view of the whole town, and the country ieveral 
itiiles round, and likewife of part of Sufquehannah rivcfy at 
tw^Klve miles diftance. 

This 
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Tlus town has not been begun to be built above fixteea 
years* It is conreniently laid out into fundry fireets, aad 
one main ftreet, in tke midft of which ftands the court-* 
houfe and market. Through this runs the road to the 
back country, on Suib[uehannah« There are feverai crofi 
fireets on each fide of the main &'eet, which are indiffer- 
ently wdl built, as to quantity of hcufes. 

The inhabitants are chiefly High-Dutch, Scotch-Irilh, 
fome few Engliih families, and unbelieving Ifraelites, who 
deal very confiderably in this place. 

The Ipirit of deanUnefs has not as yet in the leaft trou* 
bled the major part of the inhabitants ; for, in gen^al^ 
they are very great fluts and flovens. When they dean 
their houfes, wiich, by the bye, is very fddom, they arc 
unwilling to remove the filth far from themfelves, for they 
j^ace it clofe to thdr doors, which, in the fummer time^ 
breeds an innumerable quantity of bugs, fleas, and vermin* 

The religions, which prevail here, are hardly to be num^ 
bered. Here are Dutch Calvinifts, who have a churdi 
built with fquare logs, and their interfaces filled up with 
day. In this, is a fmall organ, good for little, and worfe 
played on by the organift. 

The fcft of Luther have a church likewife* This ia 
more fpacious than that of the Calvinilfe, being built of 
ft<Hie, and is much larger than the other- The minifter of 
this church is a gentleman of good chara&er, and by his 
true paftoral conduft keeps his congregation in good orden 
The miniflers of thefe Dutch churches are allowed no cer- 
tain ftipend for preaching, but are paid at the will of their 
hearers. This is a great tie upon them to do their duty^ 
and makes them more diligent than our dergy are. Hap- 
py people ! in this we may envy them. 

A dergyman of the church of England fometimes of- 
fidates in the court<JK>ufe, there bdng.no church heref 
built by thofe of that perfuafion. There are great num-' 
bers of Irifh Prefbyterians, and feverai Jews, as I hinted be- 
fore, with divers others, that neither themfelves, nor any 
one el&, can tell what fed they foUow or imitate. 

The houfes, for the mofl part, are built and coviered 

with wood, except fome few, which are built of brick aiSd 

ftMkC. They are generally low, fddom exceeding two (l^ 

Z IFol. vii.] ries. 



178 Wit ham Mar/he* s Joutnaf. 

ries. All the owmers of lots and houfes, here, pay a gf o«ndf 
rent, greater or lefs, according to the grant of thena by 
James Hamilton, Efq. who is the proprietor of the town. 

There are hills which environ Lancafter, as likewife fome 
thick woods, which, in the fummer, render it very hot, 
cfpedally in the afternoon. The foil is then dry and very 
fandy, which, when a frelh wind blows, almoft choak the 
inhabitants. 

The water here is very bad, occafioned by their fprings, 
and even wells, being ftored with lime-ftones. This gave 
me a loofenefs, and palled my appetite ; but foon left me, 
after I refrained drinking the water by itfelf. 

They have a very good market in this town, well filled 
with provifions of all kinds, and prodigioufly cheap. 

Our commiflioners and company fupped at Worrafl's* 
and paffed away an hour or two very agreeably ; aft^"! 
which I retired to bed ; but had not long repofed myfeL:^? 
when I was moft fiercely attacked by the neighbourii*- 5 
Dutch fleas and bugs, which were ready to devour both Dr»^ 
and the minifter : however, after killing great quantiti- 
of my nimble enemies, I got about two hours fleep. 

Mr. Calvert was more inhumanly ufed by them than m] 

felf„ as was likewife Mr. Craddock. On the next nigh 

Mr. Calvert left our lodgings, and laid in the court-hou: 
chamber, among the young gentlemen from Virginia, wh 
there had beds made on the floor for that purpofe. 

Friday J yune 22d, 1744- ^ 

Rofe betwixt 4 and 5. Breakfafted with Mr. commiJ^- 
fioner Thomas, Colonels Colvill and King, at Worrall's. 

The Indian chiefs not being yet come, we had no bu^- 
nefs to do. 

The honourable the commiflioners of Virginia gave ou-^ 
commiflioners, and the feyeral Maryland gentlemen, a::- 
invitation to dine with them in the court-houfe, which W5" 
did, betwixt one and two. During our dinner, the depuJ 
ties of the Six Nations, with their followers and attendants 
to the number of 252, arrived m town. Several df thei^ 
fquaws, or wives, with fome fmall children, rode on horfi 



back, which is very unufual with them. They brougiir- 
their fire-arms and bows and arrows, as weU as tomahawk^ 

A gres^ 
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A great concourfe of people followed them. They march- 
ed In very good order, with Cannafateego^ one of the Onon- 
dago chiefs, at their head ; who, when he came near to the 
court-houfe wherein we were dining!, fung, in the Indian 
language, a fong, inviting us to a renewal of all treaties 
heretofore made, and that now to be made. 

Mr. Weifer, the interpreter, who is highly efteemed by 
the Indians, and is one of their council of ftate, (though a 
German by birth) conduced them to fome vacant lots in 
the back part of the town, where fundry poles and boards 
were placed. Of thefe, and fome boughs of trees from the 
woods, the Indians made wigwams ^ or cabins, wherein 
they refided during the treaty. They will not, on any oc- 
cafion whatfoever, dwell, or even ftay, in houfes buUt by 
white people. 

They placed their cabins according to the rank each 
nation of them holds in their grand council. The Ononda* 
goes nation was placed on the right hand and upper end $ 
then the others, according to their feveral dignities. 

After dining, and drinking the loyal healths, all the 
younger gentlemen of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennfylva- 
nia, went with Mr. Conrad Weifer to the Indian camp, 
where they had erefted their feveral cabins. We viewed 
them all, and Ijieartily welcomed Cannafateego^'znd Tacha^ 
nuntie^ (alias the Black Prince) two chieffe of the Ononda* 
goes, to town. They ihaked us by the hands, add feemed 
very well pleafed with us. I gave them fome fnuflf, for 
which they returned me thanks in their language. 

The firft of thefe £ichems (or chie:^;) was a tall, well-made 
man ; had a very full chefl, and brawny limbs. He had a 
manly countenance, mixed with a good-natured fmile. He 
was about 60 years of acje ; very, adlive, ftrong, and had a 
furprifing livelinefs in his fpeech, which I obferved in the 
difcourfe betwixt him, Mr. Weifer, and fome of the 
fachems. 

Tachanuntie^ another fachem, or chief of the fame na- 
tion, was a tall, thin man j old, and not fo well featured 
as Cannafateego : I believe he may be near the fame age 
^th him. Ifc is one of the greateft warriors that ever the 
Five Nations produced, and nas been a great war-captain 
iOi many years pail. 

He 
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He is alfi) called the Black Prince^ htcw&y as I was IQ^ 
formed^ he was either begottenr on an Indian woman ^ % 
scgro, or by an Indian chlc£ on feme negro woman } but 
by which of the two, I could not be weS afiured^ 

The Governor of Canada, (wliom thefe Indians caB 
Onantio) will not tr^t with any of the Six Nations of !»# 
diand) imle& TacboMtrnth is perfonaUy prefent^ ht havuig a 
great fway in aU th< Indian cotmcils. 

Our interpreter, Mr. Weifer, defired ua, whilft wc wet^ 
hec^y not to talk much of the Indians, nor langh at thdr 
dj:^» or make any remarks on thar behaviour : if we did, 
|t would be very much refented by them, and mtght canft 
icmc diflSerences to arife betwixt the white pffi^e and 
^m. Beiides, moft of {hem underflx>od £n^^ though 
they will not fpeak it when they are in treaty. 

The Indians, in general, were poorly dreflcd, having old 
match-coats, and tnoie ragged ; few, or no flncts,^ and 
|h$^ they had, as black as the Scotchman made the yam&i* 
cans^ when he wrote in his letter they w^e as l^bck 09 
that % blot. 

Wbf^n they had refted fomc little fpace of time, fevera) 
of them be^n to paint themfdves with (£vers £:M?ts of 
cc^ours, which, rendered them frightful. Some of th« 
otb^s rul^^ bear's greafe on their faices, and then hid 
i^on that a white paint. When we had made a fuffident 
lurvcy of them aud their cabins, we went to the court* 
hm&T^ where the Indians wore es^eiSsed to meet the Oov« 
ernor of Pennfylvama, the Hon« Geosigb TnoM^sfc^ ££{# 
and to^ b^ Igp inm coiigratuibtedL on tsheir arriTsi at this 
town; 

Friday^P^ hL IBctwwn 5 and 6 o^clacfc, Mr. Weifcr ac-^ 
COmpajuttl thir ittv^itA Indian chie& £rom their camp up tQ 
tl» QQuctrhottfe^ which they entered and feated theaix&^es 
after theic cwrniL manner. Soon after, his Honour the Gov-* 
ernor, the honourable the commiffioners of Virginia, the 
Iwmowable the commiffioners of Maryland, and tte young 
gemienapen; from the threa goyernments, wait into the 
eDnrt-hDufe to, the ladisma. There the Govecnox, and aB 
tibe G9miiniiik9i«^v ^^raUy we^ ^e Indians to I^aB* 

Oiiisrrs.asid.fliak^ hands with th& &cbem& 

Then his honour feated himfelf in the^ chair on. the 

bench, 
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^encb,^t&e Vifpm^ commiffiOfiers placed themselves, f^^wit, 
tk^ Hon. Cdk Thomas Lee, asd CeL Wilfiim Beverly, on 
hii right haiKi» ind our honourabk commiilioiiers on his 
left. William Peters, £fq. fecrlsts^ of Pcnnfylvama, fat 
m the middle of the table, wader the Governor, ajatd Mr. 
WiUiam Black, fecretary to the Vir ginia commiffioners, on 
ius: right hand^ and svyieU, as iecretary to the comnoiffioiv- 
ers odr Maryland^ on las left hasd. 

The Governor defired the interpreter to tell the Indians^ 
^^ He was very ^d to fee them here, and ihould not trouble 
^ them with bufinefs this day, but defired they would reft 
f^ themfelves, after their great journey." This, Mr, WeL* 
fer interpreted to them, whereat (hey feemed well enough 
pjeafed, and n^iade the G<nreriior a fuitabk anfwer. 

When this was done, a good quantity of punch, wine, 
and pipes and tobacco, were given to the ikchems, and the 
Governor and all the commiwoners drank to them, whom' 
they pledged. When they had fmoked fome fmall time^ 
and each drank a gla£i or two of wiiie and punch, they 
retired to their cabins. 

Our landlord fluewed me the book^ wherein he keeps 
the account of the expenfes of omrg and the Virgtma com* 
miflloners, and which was ordered to be prockiced eviery 
Dooming to me, to know exa&Iy the amount of each day's 
expenfe. 

Saturday y June 23^ i744, ^ Lancqfier. 

This day I was feized with a lax, and fmall fever, occa« 
BiKied by drinking the water of this town. 

After break£a,ft, the Governor, the honourable the dom# 
miffioners,. and fcveral other gentlemen, went to the Dan-» 
bars' ntinnery, about twel^ve mUes from hdnce. They r^ 
turned hither about fix in the evening. 

*All this day the Indians fiaid in tneir wigwams ; and 
it is ufual for them to reft two days ^er their journey; 
bcifbre they treat, or do bufinefe with the £ngH£b. 

After fupper, this evening, I went with Mf. Rrefidatt 
Lfiigan^s &n, and divers other youn^ gentlemen, tq the 
Inc&ans' camp, they being the4. dknidng one of their light* 
cr war dances. 

They performed itx after this mnnimr : Thirty or fotty 
9t fhe youxtger wen formed themfdvei into a ring,, a fire 
' ^ ' being 
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being lighted (notwithftanding the exceflive heat) and 
burning clear in the midft of aiem. Near this, iat three 
dderly Indians, who beat a drum to the time of the oth- 
ers* dancing. Then the dancers hopped round the ring, 
after a frantic fafhion, not unlike the priefts of Bacchus 
in old times, and repeated, fundry times, thefe founds, 
Toboh ! Bugh ! Soon aifter this, the major part of the 
dancers (or rather hoppers) fet up a horrid ihriek or 
halloo ! 

They continued dancing and hopping, after this manner, 
feveral hours, and refted very feldom. Once, whilft I ftaid 
with them, they did reft themfelves ; immediately there- 
upon, the three old men began to fing an Indian fong, the 
tune of which was not difagreeable to the white by-ftand« 
ers. Upon this, the young warriors renewed their terrible 
ffiriek and halloo, and formed themfelves into a ring, envi- 
roning the three old ones, and danced as before. Mr. Cal- 
vert, myfelf, and fome others flipped through the dancers, 
and flood near the fire ; and when the drum-beaters ceafed 
their noife, we Ihaked them by the hand. Here we pre- 
fented fome clean pipes to them, which were very accqrta- 
ble, moft of the IncUans being great fmokers of tobacco. 
A Canejiogoe^ or Sufquehannah Indian, ftood without the cir- 
cle, and importuned the white by-ftanders to give money 
to the young children, which was done. Whilft this di* 
verfion happened, fome High-Dutch, belonging to the town, 
brought their guns with them to the camp ) which bang 
perceived by the Conejiogoe^ he informed us, it would be ve* 
ry difpleafing to the Indians, who would refent it, though 
brought thither with ever fo innocent an intent ; rfiereforc 
defired us to tell the Germans to withdraw, and leave their 
mufquets out of their fight, otherwife fome bad confequen* 
ces might enfue. We complied with his requeft, and made 
the Germans retire. 

From the camp I went to Worrall's, and fat up till &• 
ven o'clock ; to whofe houfe I heard the Indian dnun^ 
and the warriors repeating their terrible noife and dano- \ 
ing ; and at this fport of theirs, they continued till ndit * 
one in the niorning. 

Thefe young men are furprifingly agile, firong, iiid 
ftraight limbed. They fhoot, both with the gup and bdir 
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and aitow, moft dexterdufly. They likewife throw their 
tomahawk (or Kttle hatchet) with great certainty, at an in-« 
different large objeft, for twenty or thirty yards diftance. 
This weapon they ufe againft their enemies, when they 
have fpeht their powder and ball, and deftroy many oi 
them with it. 

The chiefs, who were deputed to treat with the Englilh 
by their different nations, were very fober men, which is 
rare for ati Indian to be fo, if he can get liquor. They be- 
haved very well, during our ftay amongft them, and fun- 
dry times refufed drinking in a moderate way. When 
ever they renew old treaties of friendlhip, or make any bar- 
gain about lands they fell to the Englilh, they take great 
care to abflain from intoxicating drink, for fear of being 
over-reached ; but when they have finilhed their bufineis^ 
then fome of them will drink without meafure. 

Sunday J yufie 24/^, 1744* 

Mr. Commiflioner Jenings ordered me to copy the 
ipeech to be made by him, in the name of the governor 
of Maryland, to the Indians, in the court-houfe, to-morrow 
morning. This, and tranfcribing fome copies of it, bufied 
me fo much, that I could not go to the court-houfe, where 
divine fervice, according to the church of England, was 
performed by my fellow-traveller, the Rev. Mr. Craddock^ 
to a numerous audience, this day. He alfo preached a very 
good fermon, which met the approbation of the feveral 
gentlemen prefent. 

His Honour the Governor invited Mr. Craddock to dine 
with him, which he did, and received a hearty welcome. 

Betwixt I and 2, our honotiFable commiifioners, and 
thofe of Virginia, dined in the coiirt-houfe, and the Mntk- 
meft of both their governments ; after which, the office of 
the day was again performed by another minifter of the 
eftabliihed cimrch. He gave us an excellent fermon, and 
expatiated very fedmgly on the too prevalent vices of the 
age. He ufed plain language^ and thereby fitted his dif- 
courfe for all capacities, by which all might truly edify, if 
they had any grace, or good difpoiition thereto. 

In the evemng, walked to the Indian camp, where they 
were dancing in the manner defcribed lafl mght, only the 

number 
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number of dancers was augmented, they having taken (■ 
feveral (maU boys, to make a larger ring. 

Betwixt 8 and 9, this night, flipped with my brot^r 
^ iecretary, Mr. Blade, in his lockings at Mr. George Saii« 
derfon's. We had pleafant company, good wine, and 
lime-punch. From hence I went to Worrall's, where, in ' 
my room, three very impudent Indian traders had taken 
pofldlion of my bed, and caufed another to be diere made j 
but after feme difputes, our landlord made theCe feoundreb 
quit their beds, and leave the parfon and myfelf in quiet 
poffefllon. 

TTiefe traders, for the moft part, are as wild as fome of 
the moft fevage Indians, amongft whom they trade for 
ikins, fur, &c. for fundry kinds of European goods, and 
firong liquors. They go back in the country, above 300 
miles from the white inhabitsmts ; here they fire with the 
Indian hunters till they have difpofed of their cargoes ; 
and then, on horfes, carry their (kins, &c. to Philaddphia, 
where they are bought by the merchants there,, tind £rom 
thence e:q)orted to London. It is a very beneficial trade, * 
though hazardous to their perfons and liv^ ; fcM* the 
weather is fo exceffively cold where they trade, which is 
near the lakes of Canada, and their cabins fo poco'ly made 
to defend themfelves from the bitter winters, that they of- 
ten perifh : and on the pther hand, they are lialUe to the 
infults and favage fury of the drunken Indians, by fdling 
to them rum, and other fpirituous liquors. The govent- 
ment, as yet, have not provided a law, prohibiting the fclf- 
ing fuch liquors, although it has been prefled by his - 
Honour, who is but too fenfiWe of the UI erofb produced -a 
by the Indian traders carrying fo much to barter with the ^= 
hunters of the Six Nations. 

I refted well, after difpofleffing thefe intrudin?^ guefis \ ^ 
but this happened by my giving orders to my uLndlord^s -^ 
Icrvants, this morning, to wafh our room with cold water, ^ 
»id take my bed from its bedftead, and lay it on the finer f 
and by this means the bugs and fleas w&ct defeated 
thdr prey. 

Monday mornings 2^th ytate^ 1744* 

At 10 o'clock, the Indian fachems met the Governor, 
the honouraUe commiHioners of Yirginia, and thofii of tlu^ 

province^ 
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jpfoVuice, when his Honour made them a feeech,* to which 
Caniiafateego returned an anfwer in behalf of aU the others 
prelenL' ^ ^ 

The Indians fiaid- in the court^houfe about two hours ; 
and were regaled with fome bumbo and £ingree. 

The honourable commiffioners from Virginia and Mary- 
land dined in the court-houie, as did the gentlemen c^ 
bath governments ; we had two tables, and a ^eat variety 
of i?i&L^s } our company being about thirty m number. 

In the court4)oufej Monday^ P. M. 
The Governor, and all the honourable commiffioners^ 
refumed their ieveral feats here j and then the chiefs came 
in, and took their places. 

Edmund Jenings, E£q. as firft commiffioner for Mary- 
land, made a fpeech to the Six Nations, which was inter- 
preted to them by Mr, Weifer. Whilft Mr. Jenings deliyr 
^ed his ipeech, he gave the inte£rpreter a firing and two 
belts of wampum, which were by him presented to th^ 
Ikchem Gannaiateego i and the Indians thereupon gave the 
cry of approbation ; by this we were fure the fpeech was 
iTirell approved by the Indians. This cry is ufually m^e on 
prefenting wampum to the Indians in a treaty, and is per^ 
farmed thus : The gi^d chief and fpeaker amongfl them 
pronounces the word j(hbah / wkh a loud voice, fingly | 
tlien all the others join in this found, woh ! dwelling lome 
Bttie while upon it, and keejnng exa£fc time with each 
other, and immediately, with a iharp noife and force, utter 
this found, wu^ ! This is performed in great order, and 
Iwath the utmoft ceremony and decoriun ; and with the In-^ 
diacts is like our Engliih huzza ! 

Monday evenings in the court-houfe chamber^ 
I fupped with the Governor, the honourable commif-* 
(ioners, and the gentlemen of Philadelphia, who attended 
bis Honour to this town. We had an elegant entertain- 
snent 4 and after fujqper the Governor was extremely 
i^nerry, and thereby fet an example of agreeable mirth, 
^ which 

* See the fpeech and anfwjer, in the treaty, printed at Philadelphia, 
mijd Williamfburg in Virginia. 

A A [rj. vK.] 
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which ran through the whole company. During this roer-r 
riment, two Germans happetied to pais by the court-houfc 
with a harp and fiddle, and played fome tunes under the 
window of our room : upon that, they were ordered to 
come up flairs, where the Governor required them to di- 
vert us, which they did, but not with the harmony of 
their mufic, (for that was very uncouth and di^leafing to 
us, who had heard fome of the bcft hands in England) 
but by playing a tune, of fome fort, to a young Indian, 
who danced a jig with Mr. Andrew Hamilton, in a moft 
furpriling manner. At nine o'clock, the Governor and 
commiffioners left us ; and then the younger perfons raif- 
ed their jollity by dancing in the Indian dreis, and after 
their manner. 

Tuefday^ 26th "June. 

Copied fair the proceedings of yefterday with the In- 
dians, as alfo Gov. Thomas's fpeech to them, which were 
tranfmitted to his Excellency Thomas Bladen, Efq. Gov- 
ernor of Maryland, by Mr. Commiffioner Jenings. 

We dined in the court-houfe ; and foon after I received 
orders from the above commiffioner, to acquaint all the 
Maryland gentlemen, " That they ihould delift going into 
*' the court-houfe this afternoon, during our treaty with 
'' the Six Nations.** Purfuant to which order, I informed 
the gentlemen of our commiffioners* pleafure, at which 
the nrft were much difgufted, as were- the Virginia gentle- 
men, who had the fame commands laid on them by th^ 
fecretary of their commiffioners. 

Five 0* clock J P. M. His Honour the Governor of Penn- 
fylvania, and the honourable the commiffioners o£ Virginia 
and Maryland, met the Indian chiefs in the court-houfe, 
when Cannafateego anfwered our ^eech of yefterday, and 
prefented a firing" and two belts of wampum : which be- 
ing done, the further execution of the treaty was adjourn- 
ed until the next day. 

By order of our commiffioners, and at the requeft of 
Mr. Weifer, the interpreter, I bought half a grofs of to- 
bacco pipes, to be prefented to the Indians at their camp j 
which was accordingly done, and they feemed well pleafed 
at the gift, fuch pipes being fcarce with them. 

Wednefday^ 
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Wednefday^ iph June. 

After breakfaft, viewed Mr. Worrall's book of our ex- 
penfes, which we fettled ; and the whole amount thereof, 
from the aoth inftant to this day, was ;C'46"0-5> Pennfyl- 

Viania currency. ^N. B. Mr. Worrall's account for the 

negroes' expenfes was not included in the above fum. 

This day our commiflioners wrote a letter to our Gov- 
ernor, giving him an -account of their tranfaftions with 
the Indians, which I fairly copied by their order. 

P. M. 5 0^ clock. The Governor, and all the honourable 
commiflioners, again met, and treated with the Six Na- 
tions, in the court-houfe, when Tachanuntie, the famous 
Black Prince, (mentioned brfore) anfwered the fpeech 
made yefterday by the Hon. Col. Lee, one of the Virginia 
commiflioners ; and in token that it was well received 
5Mid approved by the chiefs, Tachanuntie prefented one 
ifaring and two belts of wampum to his Majefty's commif- 
iioners of Virginia. Then Mr. CommilBoner Jenings de- 
fired the interpreter to alk the Indians if they would be 
r^ady for a conference to-morrow morning, in the court- 
Loufe chamber, with the commiflioners of Maryland ; 
which he did, and the Indians anfwered, that they would 
meet for that purpofe,*as defired. 

At 8 o'clock, this evening, I went,' with three of our 
honourable commiflSioners, to a ball in the court-houfe 
chamber ; to which his Honour the Governor of Pennfyl- 
vania, the commiflioners of Virginia and Maryland, and 
the gentlemen of the feveral colonies, with fundry inhab- 
itants of this town, were invited. 

James Hamilton, Efq. the proprietor of Lancafter, made 
the ball, and opened it, by dancing two minuets with two 
of the ladies here^ which laft danced wilder time than any 
Indians. 

Our mufic and muficians were the fame as defcribed lafl 
Monday evening. 

The females (I dare not call them ladies, for that would 
be a profanation of the name) were, in general, very dif- 
agreeable. The dancers confifted of Germans and Scotch- 
Irifh ; but there were fome Jewefles, who had not long 
fince come from New- York, that made a tolerable appear- 
ance, being well drefled, and of an agreeable behaviour. 

There 
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There was a large and elegant fupper prepared in tin 
court-houfe chamber, of whi(£ the Gcreersior^ feme c( the 
honourable conuniffioners, and the female daii^crs, firft 
eat i then the other gentlemen in order, and afttfwwrdri 
the yoimger gentlemen. The dances were conduded about 
12 o'clock ; but myfdf, with ieveral others of tbe yovvger 
fort, fiaid till after one in the morning. 

Tbur/dayj a8//& ofjune^ I744> A^M. 
At 9 this morning, the commiflioners of Maryland and 
the Six Nations m^t in the court-houfe chamber, aoctirding 
to agreement of yefterday. 

Ikre we opened the feveral bales atid boxes of gfibds, to 
be prefented the Indians, they having been bought at I%ila« 
delphia, and fent hither for that end. 

Before the chiefs viewed and handled the ieyeral goods, 
Mr. Commiffioner Jenings made them a feeech in the naibe 
of the Governor of Maryland, with which^ dftcr it was v^ 
terpreted to them by Mr. Weifer, thegr ieemed well plea£nL 
The chiefs turned over, and narrowly infpe^d the goods, 
and aiked the prices of them ; which being told them, thef 
ifeemed fomewh^t diflatisfied ; and d^j-ed to go down VBiik 
the court-houfe, to confult amdng then^yes, (whigh tt 
their ufual method, if it concerns any matter of itnpoitance, 
as this was, for they muft give a particular account of tlmr 
whole negotiatiQn to their feveral tdbes, when they re* 
turn) with their interpreter. They did fo ; and after Jfiteie 
time came up again^ and agreed with our confuniffion^s to 
releafe their claim and right to any lands now hdd by the 
inhabitants of Maryland, and for which the fiid Indians 
were not heretofore i^tisfied, in confideration of* the folr 
lowing ^ods, viz. 

4 pieces of ftrouds, at ^^.7 ^.28 00 

a pieces ditto, iC'5> * 'P 00 

200 fhirts, 63 12 o 

3 pieces hklf thicks, 11 00 

3 ditto duffleUankets, at;ir.7, 21 00 

I ditto, ditto, 6 i o 

47 gpns, at jC*i-6-to, 61 20 

lib, vermilion, o 18 o 
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. The above quantity of goods were accordingly ehren the 
Indians, as agixed on by both parties f after which, our 
Qomdiifiioners ordered me to m to Mr. Worrall, and de* 
&'e him to fend fome punch tor the iachems, which way 
accordingly done ; and after they had feverally drank 
heilth to the conuniffioners, and the compliment returned 
by the latter, the Indians retired to their wigwams, and 
the honourable conuniffioners went to their lockings about 
12 o'clock. 

Fqfi Meridiem^ The con[uniffioners of >^rginia had t 
private treaty with the chie&, in the court-houie, when 
Col. Lee macle them a ^leech ; which ice in the printed 
Treaty, foL ao, 21, 22. 

In the evening, about 7 o'dock, I accompanied my 
fri^d. Col. Nathan Rigbie, to the Indian cabins, where, 
having coUeded ieveral of their papoo&s (or little diildren) 
together, he flung a handful or Englilh half^pennies a» 
mongft them, for which they fcrambled heartily, and with 
the utm6ft eatneihiefs. This pleafed the elder fort very 
much } and they efteem it a great mark of fnendfliip, u 
the white people make prefents to their children, or treat 
them with any particular notice. I gave the papoofes fonAf ' 
fmall beads, which were kindly received. The young 
men, this night, again danced a war«<lance, as defcribed on 
Saturday laff ; at which were prcfent a great number of 
white people. When the colonel and myfelf had taken a 
view of the Onondagoes*, Cahugas' and Senecas* cabinSt 
he went £rom me to the ring of dancers, and theii I went 
to a cabin, where I heard the celebrated Mrs. Montour, a 
French lady, (but now, by having lived fo long among the 
^ Nations, is become almoft an Indian) had her refi- 
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dence. When I approached the wigwam, I faluted her m 
French, and alked her whether flie was not born in Cana* 
da ? of what parents ? and whether ihe had not lived a 
long time with the Indians ? She anfwered me in the 
£une language very civilly, and after fome compliments 
were pa&d betwixt us, told me, in a polite manner, 
*' That flie was born in Canada, whereof her father (who 
" was a French gentleman) had been Governor •, under 
" whofe adminiflration, the then Five Nations of Indians 
had made war againft the French, and the Hurons in 
that government, (whom we term the French Indians, 
\ from efpouiing their part againfl the Engliih, and living 
^ in Canada) and that, in the war, ihe was taken by fome 
of the Five Nations* warriors, l)eing then about ten 
years of age ; and by them was carried away into their 
" country, where fhe was habited and brought up in the * 
*^ feme manner as their children : That wnen fhe grew 
up to years of maturity, fhe. was married to a famous 
war captain of thofe nations, who was in great efleem 
*fcfor the glory he procured in the wars he carried on 
'^ againft the Catawbas, a great nation of Indians to the 
" fouth-wefl of Virginia, by whom fhe -had feveral chii- 
*' dren ; but about fifteen years ago, he . was killed in a 
" battle with them ; fince which, flie has not been mar- 
" ried : That fhe had little or no remembrance of the 
« place of her birth, Aor indeed of her parents, it bdng 
** near fifty years fince fhe was ravifhed from them by the 
*^ Indians." 

She has been a handfome woman, genteel, and of po« 
lite addrefs, notwithfhinding her refidence has been fo long 
among the Indians ; though formerly fhe was wont to ac- 
company the feveral chiefs, who ufed to renew treaties of 
friendfhip with the proprietor and governor of Pennfylva- 
nia, at Philadelphia, the metropolis of that province ; and 
being a white woman, was there very much carefled by 
the gentlewomen of that city, with whom fhe iifed to flay 
for lome time. She retains her native language, by con- 
verting with the Frenchmen who trade for fur, fldns, &c. 
^nong the fix nations ; and our language fhe learned at 
Philadelphia, as likewife of our traders, who go back into 
the Indians* country. . In her cabin were two of her 

daughters. 
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daughters, by the war^raptsdn, who were both married tQ 
perfojis of the fame fiation, and were then gone to war 
with the Catawbas before mentioned. One of thefe young 
women had a fon, about five years oId$ who, I think, was 
one of the finefi: featured and limbed children mine eyes 
ever faw, and was not fo tawny, or greafed, as the other 
Indian children were ; but, on the contrary, his cheeks 
were ruddy, mixed with a delicate white, had eyes and 
hair of an hazel colour, and was neatly drefled in a green 
ban-jan, and his other garments were fuitable* 

Madame Montour has but one fon, who, for his prowefi 
2md martial exploits, was lately made a captain, and a 
member of the Indian council, and is now gone to wajr 
againft the Catawbas, with her foii-in-law* 
^ She is in great efteem with the beft fort of white people, 
and by them always treated with abundance of civility % 
and whenever flie went to Philadelphia, (which formerly 
flie did pretty often) the ladies of that city always invited 
her to their houfes, entertained her well, and made her fcv* 
eral prefents. 

From this cabin, when I had taken leave of Mrs. Mon- 
tour and her daughters, I returned to the dancers, who 
were continuing their mirth j and afterwards returned to 
my lodgings* 

Friday^ June the 2gthj 1744^ ji* M. 

Our commiffioners and the Six Nations had a private 
conference in the court-hdufe chamber, when they jointly 
proceeded to fettle the bounds and quantity of land tlic 
latter were to releafe to Lord Baltimore, in Maryland j but 
the Indians, not very well apprehending our commiifion* 
ers, in their demand refpe<%ng the bounds of the lands tQ 
be relea&d, occafioned a great delay in the finifhing of that; 
bufinefs ; however, it was wholly fettled in the atternoon, 
upon Mr. Weifer*s conference with the Governor of Penn- 
fylvania, his Majefly's commiffioners of Virginia, and thbfe 
of Maryland, and alfo with the Indians in council, where 
he debated the matter more fully ; and explained our com- 
miffioners* demands in fo clear a manner, that they came to 
fuch an amicable determination, as proved agreeable tp 
each party. We agaili prefented the fachems, here, with 
bumbo punch, with which they drank profperity and fuc* 
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cefi to their Father, the. great King over the waters, iiid 
to the healths of oiur commiffipners. 

This day we dined at our hndlotd Wbrrall's ^ and it 
was agreed, by the oommiffioners of Maryland^ to iseke 
on the Six Nations' chiefs, to dine with thein^ in coBipuay 
with the GovemM and Vir^ia commifioners, to-sior» 
row, in the cotirt-houfe i againft which lime^ ordcni wece 
given to prepare a large and el^?ant entertainment* 

In the evening I w«it with Cci. Rigbie, and other geiu 
tlemen, to vifit one 1V&. Adatiis, a German do&Qr, wbos 
We underftood, had got an organ ; but it was with the 
greateft importunity he would favour us m playing a. tuae, 
telling us, that unlefs he himfelf was pofiefled with Orlhrocg 
defire to play, he could oUige no body ^ yet, fisdng vc 
were fp very importunate, he at laft comptiade and firuni«« 
mcd over three or four Hi^-Dutch pialm tuaes, to which 
he fang the w<Mrds, in the moft enthufiafiic raptuices« For 
my part, what with the horrid noife he made on the oigan, 
and his horfe-voice, I never fufiered fo great an anticipatioa 
of jdeafure in hearing muiic, or, at leaft, a mufical inffaroA 
roent, in my whde life. When he had finiflied his raptur- 
ous fit of noife, he acquainted us, that he had been a coo* 
fiimmate rake in his more youthful days ; but ibon aftier 
he married, turned himfelf to a fober and religious ]i£^ 
and praifed his Maker fScveral hours in a day, by playing 
on, and finging to his organ. He ieemed to us to be a 
per£s6): enthunafl: ; and, upon inquiry among his neig^ 
hours, he has borne that chara3:er ever fbce he took to 
hirmfelf a wife. Being very much tired with his cant and 
nc»fe, we at lafl took our leaves of him, thoiigh not befoce 
inviting him to diink a glafs of w^ne wkh us at^ur iodg** 
ings i but he de&red to be excused accepting ouj^ invita- 
tion, at winch we were not di^ileafed, 0nce we midbt have 
e:^eded his vifit would have proved very troublcMihe. 

Saturday J ^otb Junej 1744, -^.M. 
Mr. CommifiSoner Jenings having dits mornu^g drawn 
a deed of releafe j&om the d^ief^ of the Six Nations £ot 
the lands they daaaati in Maryland, to the uk of Lord fiid- 
timore, fent for me to engrofs it, which I fb did, pu{fuaiit 
to his order, about nine o'dock* 

At 
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At ten, ills Majefty's commifQoners had a conference 
With the Indians in the court-houie chamber, to which no 
other perfbns than themielves were admitted. 

On0 (fclocky P. Mi The twenty-four chiefs of the Six 
Nations, by invitiition of yefterday from the honourable 
cx^mmiffioners of Maryland, > dined with them in the 
court-houie ; when were pre&nt, at other tables, his Hon* 
our the Governor of Feimfylvaniai^ thS honourable com* 
miflioners of Virginia, and a great many gentlemen of 
the three cdonies. There were a large number of the in- 
habitants of Lancafier likewife prefent to fee the Indians 
dine* 

We had five tables, great variety of difhes, and ierved 
up in very good order. The fachems fat at two feparate 
tables ; at the head of one, tht famous, orator, Cannafa- 
teego^ fat, and the others were placed according to their 
rank. As the Indians are not accuflomed to eat in the 
fame manner as the Englifh, or other polite nation^; do, 
we, who were fecret^rie? on this affair, with Mr. Thomas 
Cookfon, prothonatary of Lancalier county, William Lo- 
I, Efq. fon of Mr. Prefidcnt Logan, and Mr. Nathaniel 
Ligbie, of Baltimore county, in Maryland, carved the 
meat for them, ferved them with cider and wine, mixed, 
with water^ and regulated the economy of the two tables. 
The chiefs feeraed prodigioufly pleafed with their feaii, for 
they fed lufliiy, drank heartily, and were very greafy be- 
fore they iiniflied their dinner, for, by the bye, they made 
no ufe o( their forks. The inteq)reter, Mr. Weifer, flood 
betwi:5:t the t^le, wher^e the governor fat, and that, at 
which the fachems were placed, who, by order of his Hon- 
our, was d^fired to intorm the Indians he drank their 
healths, which he did j whereupon they gave the ufual cry 
of approbation, ^md returned the compliment, by drinking 
health to his Honour and the ieveral commiffioners. 

After dinner, the in^terpreter informed the Governor 
and commiffioners, " That as the Lord Proprietary and 
^ Governor of Maryland was not known to the Indians by 
*^ any particular name, they had agreed, in council, to take 
" the fiiil (opportunity of a large company to ^prefent him 
^ with one : And, is this with them was a matter of great 
^' confeque^jace, and attended with abundance of form, the 
Bb [r^Avii.] "feveral 
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feveral nations had drawn lots for the performance of 
the ceremony ; and the lot falling on the Cahuga nsu 
tion, they had chofen Gachradodon, one of their chiefs, 
to be their fpeaker, and he defired leave to begin ;" 
which being given, he, on an elevated part of the court- 
houfe, with all the dignity of a warrior, the gefture of an 
orator, and in a very graceful pofture, fpoke as follows : 

*' As the Governor of Maryland has invited us here, to 
*• treat about our lands, and brighten the chain of friend- 
fliip, the united Six Nations think themfelves fo much 
obliged to him, that we have come to a refolution, in 
'^ council, to give the great man, who is proprietor of Ma- 
*' ryland, a particular name, by which we may hereafter 
*• correfpond with him : And as it hath fallen to the Cahu- 
^' gaes* lot in council to confider of a proper name for that 
" chief man, we have agreed to give him the name of 
*' Tocary-ho-gon, denoting Precedency, Excellency, or liv- 
*' ing in the middle, or honourable place, betwixt At 
*' ferigoa, and our brother Onas, by whom our treaties 
" may be the bettet carried on/' 

And then, addrefllng himfelf to his Honour the Gover- 
nor of Pennfylvania, the honourable the commiflioners of 
Virginia and Maryland, and to the gentlemen then prefent, 
he added : 

" As there is a company of great men no\v affemblcd, wc 
" take this opportunity to publilh this matter, that it may 
h/i known Tocary-ho-gon is our friend, and that we are 
ready to honour him, and that by fuch name he may be 
always called and known among us ; and, we hope, he 
will ever aft towards us, according to the excellence of 
" the name we have now given him, and enjoy a long and 
" happy life/' 

When the fpeecli was ended, all the other chiefs -expreffed 
their affent, and great fatisfaftion at what was faid to our 
commiflioners, infomuch that they fent forth five feveral 
cries of approbation. ^ 

Gachradodon having finifhed his complimentary ora- 
tion, Mr. Commiflioner Jenings, in the name of the other 
commiffioners, and on behalf of Lord Baltimore, fpok^ is 
reply to the fachem : " That his Lordfliip was much oUi* . 
'" ged to the fix nationjs for diflinguiihing him by the naipr 
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** of Tocaryhogon, efteeming it a mark of kindnefi and 

** honour : That his Lordfliip would entertain the moft 

*^ unfeigned friendfhip for them ; and that the government 

^ of Maryland would ever be ready and defirous to render 

** them its beft offices, conducive to their tranquillity and 

** undifturbed fafety ;** which Mr. Weifer, by command, 

interpreted to the Indians ; and at the fame time was or-^ 

dered to acquaint them, that the governor and the com* 

miilioners were then preparing to drink his Majeihr's 

health ; all which was done, and the chiefs exprefled a un- 

cere joy by their cry of approbation, and drank the fame in 

bumpers of Madeira wine. The governor, commiffioners, 

and indeed all the perfons prcfent, except the Indians, gave 

three feveral huzzas, after the Englifh manner, on dnnk- 

ing the King's health ; which a ffood deal furprifed them, 

they having never before heard the like noife. 

Upon ending the ceremony .of drinking healths, the 
governor and commiffioners retired fomc little time ; but 
^vithin an hour, the commiffioners of Virginia and Mary- 
land entered the coiut-houfe, and afterwards went up into 
the chamber, as likewife the feveral chiefs, Mr. Weifer, 
and a great many of the young gentlemen. Here, by or- 
der of our commiffioners, I produced the engroffed releafe 
for the lands, with the feals fixed. We were obliged to 
put about the glafe pretty brilkly ; and then Mr. Weifer 
interpreted the contents of it to the fachems, who, confer- 
ring amongft themfelves about the execution of it, the 
major part of them feemed very inclinable to fign and de- 
liver it ; but upon Shukelemy, an Oneydoe chiePs remon- 
flrance, fome of the others, with himfelf, refufed, for that 
day, executing it ; which refufal of Shukelemy, we impu- 
ted, and that not without reafon, to fome finifter and un» 
der-hand means, made ufe of by the Pennfylvanians, to * in- 
duce the fiichems not to give up their right to the lands by 
deed, without having a larger confideration given them, 
by the province of Maryland, than what was fpecified. in 
the releafe. Shukelemy, who before, we had efteemed one 
of our fafleft friends, put us under a deep furprife and con- 
fiifion, by his unfair behaviour ; yet we, in fome meafurq, 
extricated ourfelvcs out of them, by the honefl Canna^ 
(ateego's, and the other facheois, to the number of fixteen, 
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ddivering the deed after the fbrnifl cuflomalry with ths 
Englifh, to which there were a great many gentlemen iign» 
ed their names as witnefles. w* Weifer afluted the com-^ 
miffioners, that he, with Canna£iteego and ibme othet*' 
chiefs^ would fo effefhially reprefent the un£ur dealings 
of Shukelemy, and his partifans in cduncil, that he did not 
doubt to induce him and them totally to finifli this bufi-^ 
ndf on Monday next, maugre all the infinnations and mif- - 
itpreientations agitated by the enemies of Maryland \ and 
indeed Mr. Interpreter proved fuccefsfnl^ $tt is evident in 
the tranfaftions of Monday, and may be feon in the print^^ 
cd treaty* 

Monday^ July the id^ 1 744, A. M. 

The honourable cbmmiilioners of MarylaAd^ with Mf« 
Weiier, met at the houie of George Sanderfon^ in this 
town, when the feveral chiefs, who had not figned th( 
deed of releafe, and renunciation of their daim to lands i 
Maryland, did now cheerfully, and without any hefitadon 
cncute the £ime, in the prefence of the tommiflioners^ an< 
Mr. Weilier ; which latter they caufed to fign and ddliiiu ^ i' 
it on behalf of a nation not prdfent, both with his Indiat^rm 
nwtne of Tarachiawagon, and that of Weifer. Thus 
hiippily efieded the purchafe of the lands in Maryland, 
the dexterous management of the intetpreter, notwitfafbnd 
ing the fiorm on Saturday, that threatened to blaft ou 
metfures ; and hereby gained not only ifome hum' 
thou&nd acres of land to Lord Baltimore, who had 
good right to them before this relcafe, but an undifturbetfc:^ 
and quiet enjoyment of them to the feveral poflSbffors^ who^ 
inAft, had bought of that Lord's agent. 

Tht names or the chiefs, who figftcd and ddhrercd thi 
deed, were, 

Cannafateego, Tacanobntia, Johnuhat, Caxhayion, To- 
ruchdadon^ Netokanyhak^ and Rotierawuchto, ikdhems 
the Onondago nation. 

■ - Saguchfonyunt, Gachradodon, Hutafalyakon, Rowanho- 
hifo, Ofochquah, and Seyenties, fachems of the Cahugaes^^ ^ 

Swadamy, alias Shukdemy^ Onichnaxqua, Onxx^dU^-^ 
lydawy, alias Watfatuha, Tohafliwanrarorows, Arugh^cr-5< 
faoftfathaw, and Tiorhaafery, fachems of the Oneydbes. 
«'"l^owax, Attiufgu, Tuw«iadachquha, 0tchems of th«- ^-^^ 
fufiaroroes. Tanafanego^^> 
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TanaiancgoS) and Tanacliiuntus, chiefs of the Senikers, 
or Senecaes. 

The deed was delivered by Mr. Ccmmiflioner Jenings, <m 
his return to Annapolis, to his clerk, Mr. Richard Burdus, 
who recorded it among the land records, in the provincial 
oourt office of Maryland, in libro. £• I. fo* 8, 9, lo, 1 1. 

This morning the Governor met the Indians on bufinefs, 
and Cannaiateego anfwered his Honour's fpeedi made to 
the Indians on Thuriday laft, relating to the murder of 
(ohn Armftronff and his two men, Jbadian traders* The. 
::hief £ud, ^' That the Indians were, from the bottom 
*^ of their hearts, very forry fuch a misfortune had hap* 
*^ pened i but hoped their brother Onas would dry up his 
'^ tears, and wipe his eyes : That they would fend the two 
'^ Deiawares down to Philadelphia, who were fuQ>eded to 
'^ be, and charged as acceflarie^ to the murder, though they 
'^ really believed them guiltlefs ; for they afiured the Gov* 
*^ ernor, that on the trial of the Indian in Philadelphia gaol» 
'^ committed for perpetrating Armflxong's and his men'a 
*^ murder, it would appear, that he was the fole perfon 
*^ who did the horrid deed : however, to comply with the 
^^ Governor's requeft, they would fend the Deiawares, 
^^ (but not as prifoners) to be examined and tried ; and if 
^' they were found guilty, to fuffer as the Engliih law pre* 
^^ fcribes ; but if innocent, then to return them &fe to the 
** Six Nations/* His Honour, in return, faid, " That 
'^ great care (hould be taken to do the Ddawares all the 
•' juftice in the world : and if, upon a fair triaj, they 
'^ fhould be acquitted, he would fend them in Mety to 
^* their own homes." 

The Indians gave the Governor four ftrings of wampum, 
»nd he, in return, prefented them with three firings. But 
for a more particular account of Armfirong and ms men's 
murder, fee the treaty at large. 

In the afternoon, the honourable commiffioneTs of Vir- 
Epnia had a conference with the IncUlans in the court-houfc 
diamber, when a deed, in the nature of ours, rdeafing 
their claim to a large quantity of land, lying in that colo- 
ny, was produced by Mr. Weifer to the iachems for cxecu^ 
don, wfaidi was figned and ddivered by them in the preA 
^ce of divers gentlemen of xbfi three colonies, who were 

witneflea 
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witndTes to the fame. Wine and fangree was prefcnted to 
the chiefs, who drank to the continuation of the fiiendfhip 
betwixt them, and his Majefty's fubjefts in Virginia. A£. 
ter the deed was executed, Cannafateego commanded the 
young Indian men, then prefent, to entertain the Govern- 
or and commiffioners, in the evening, with a particular 
dance, according to the cuftom of their nations ; which 
was complied with about 8 o'clock. Before they perform- 
ed the dance, I went to their camp, where I faw the young 
warriors paint themfelves in a frightful manner, and on 
their heads place a great quantity of feathers. They took 
arrows and tomahawks in their hands, and then unan- 
imoufly ran out of their camp, hallooing and flirieking 
(which was terrible to us, being ftrangers) up the^ftreet to 
Mr. Cookfon's, where the Governor was ; and there they 
made a ring, a perfon being placed in it, and danced round 
him to a horrid noi&, made by the inclofed perfon, and 
the others. In this manner they continued fome time, 
flouriihing their weapons, and ftriving to deftroy him in 
the ring. When they had ifted thus about feven or eight 
minutes, then their captain ran before them, very fwift, to 
another place, about twenty or thirty yards diftance from 
Mr. Cookfon's, and there afted the fame over again. This 
was a reprefentation of the Indians befieging a fort of their 
enemies, (who have no cannon) the perfon in the nciidft of 
the circle reprefenting the fort befieged, and the Indians 
encircling him, the befiegers : and as it happens fometimes, 
that they are beaten from a fort when beficging it, fo their 
running away, as defcribed above, was the manner of their 
retreat. As foon as the Indians recovered their fatigue, 
they renewed the attack of the fuppofed fort, 'When they 
had finifhed the fiege, and the Governor and commiffion- 
crs had treated them with fangree, they immediately retire* 
ed to their wigwams. 

Tuefday, 2>d July, i744- 
At 1 1 o'clock, this morningj^ the Governor, and all the 

honourable commiffioners, had a meeting with the Six 

Nations in the court-houfe, when his Honour made a 

fpeech to them, as did the commiffioners of Virginia and 

Maryland ; and each party prefented fixings and belts of 

wampum;^ 
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wampum ; on receipt of which, the Indians gave the ufual 
cry of approbation, and in a ftronger and more cheerful 
tone than heretofore. They were ferved with plenty of 
rum at the conclufion of the fpeeches, and drank it with a 
good gouU . 

Wednefday^ 4th July^ 1744* 

The Indian chiefs aJQTembled in tne court-houfe, and the 
Governor and commiiEoners met them there, when the 
fpeeches made yefterday, by the latter gentlemen, were" an- 
fwered by the Indian orators. After this, the chiefs made 
a prefent of a large bundle of deer-fkins to his Honour, 
the commiffioners of Virginia, and to thofe of Maryland, 
which were kindly accepted. The Governor, commiffion- 
ers of Virginia, and the white byftanders, gave three loud 
huzzas, and thereby put an end to the treaty in regard to 
them. 

In the Afternoon. CouruHoufe* 

The Shawanefe nation of Indians, who compofe the 
iixth body amongft thefe Indians, in the year 1 742, came 
down t^ Maryland, on the eaftern fliore of that province, 
to a nation of our friendly Indians, and tributary to the 
Six Nations, called the Nanticokes, from inhabiting near 
a river of that name ; and, by their artifices, perfuaded 
them to rife upon the Englifli, to recover all the lands that 
had been formerly theirs, but now poffeffed by the Englifh, 
under Lord Baltimore ; at the fame time promifing the 
Nanticokes all the affiftance in the power of them, the 
Shawanefe, though they were in perfeft friendfixip with 
us, by the treaty made during the adminiftratfon of the 
Hon. Charles Calvert, Efq, who, giving ear, but too un* 
tvarily, to the Shawanefe, did intend to have put in prao- 
tide the wicked fcheme of deflroying the white inhabitants 
of that ihore j but their machinations were opportunely 
difcovered, by one of the Nanticoke chiefs, a day or two 
before they were to have perpetrated the intended murders 
of the Englilh. Upon this, the militia of the counties 
were raifed ; who, after a great and clofe fearch, took 68 
Nanticoke chiefs prifoners, with old Panquaih, their empe*' 
ror ; and they were brought to Annapolis in iloops, and 
there examined and confined, but afterwards fet at liberty. 
As thefe adions of the Shawanefe (who, indeed, are the 
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moft diihoneft and treacherous of all the other Six Natkng^ 
and for that reafon hated by them) were contrary to thi 
treaties then fubfiftmg betwixt us, and them as a part of 
the Six Nations, the commiffioners took an oppcnrtuiiity, iit 
a private conference with them this afternoon, *^ to aflt 
*^ them the reafon of the Shawnefe*8 procedure, and wheth- 
^ er they had any countenance from other nations } and 
^ aUb defired the chiefs, then prefent, to (eardi tiu^ bu& 
^^ neis fully, and reprimand the criminal Shawnefe, who 
•* were more blameable than the deluded Naiaticokes/' 
The Six Nations, by their orator, faid, ^* that they were 
*i heartily forry for what the Shawanefe had done j but, 
•* on their return to Onondago, they would make a ftrift 
** inquiry of the whole afiair j and if they fou&d them fo 
culpable as we alleged they were, then they would £n 
verdy reprimand them for their treacherous behaviour^ 
contrary to the feith of treaties/* When this anfwer 
was fintihed, our commiffioners Qkodk the feveral chiefs by 
the hand, and took their leases of thytxn^ prelbiting Gach* 
radodon with a fine laced hat* s** 

This Gachfadodon is a very celebrsited wanior, aiid 
one of the Cahuga chiel^, about folty yeaf^ of ajrc, taH, 
firaigfat-Jimbed, and a graceful perfon^ but not to fat ai 
Caiinafkteego. His a6iion, when he %dce, was oertaiaiy 
the moft graceful, as wdl as bold, that Iny pei^M ever 
&w J without the buffoonery ^ the Frem^, or «ver-fol- 
eirni deportment of the haughty Spaniards* Wlien he 
made the complimentary ^eech (page i^) ^n the^ocoafion 
of givirtg Lord Baltimore the name of TocaryhogOfi^ he 
was complimented by the Governor, who laid, ^AsA kt, 
would have made a good figure in the forum of old 
Rome/* And Mr. Commiffioner Jenings dechnd, ** diat 
ke had neirer !feen fo juft an aSion m any of tke tnoft cdU 
cbrated orators he had heard fpeak/* 

« 

Thurfday^ Sth July, 1744. 

This morning, Mr. Petere, jfecretary to the <3rO¥emor, 
Mr. Black, fecretary to the honourable ^commiffioners of 
Virrinia, and mryfciff, examined tfce whole treaty, ftnd fin- 
ifirra all matters tiny way relating to it. At 12, Colon^ 
CdviH uRd King, *W]tk the ^%>g>rnia -coiBmiffioners, lettkd 

- - our 
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6ur accounts with Mr. Worrall. Here we dined^ and imme- 
lately afterwards mounted our horfes* and went from this 
filthy town to our kind, faceftious lancuord's, Mr. Hughes, 
at Nottingham townlhip, by the Gap-Road, fo called nrom 
^ fpace or gap being open in the ridge of blue mountains, 
which extend a great way to the fouth-weftwsurd of Virgin- 
ia, and north-eaftward of Pennfylvania. 

I was fo fatigued with my journey, which was forty-foui* 
miles, and the weather was u) very fultry, withal, having 
no good accommodations on the road, that feveral of us 
Were feized with a fever. Lay at Mr. Hughes's, where 
good care was taken of me by ray kind hoftw 

Friday, 6fh July^ 1744- 
Breakfafted at Mr. Hughes's ; and about eight in th6 
morning fpt out for Mr. Benjamin Chew's, in Cecil coun- 
ty, after having taken leave of the honourable commif- 
fidhers of Virginia, and the feveral young gentlemen of 
that colony, with the latter of whom I had contracted a 
friendlhip, and received many civilities from them. My 
horfe tired in my journey to Mr. Chew's, though it was 
but ten miles. Herd I rdled this day and night, my fever 
continuing, and my horfe fHH remaining laitie. 

Saturday y yth of July, ^744* 
Went from Mr. Chew's about fix this morning : croffed 
thd lower ferry of Sufquehannah : baited at Mr. Tread- 
way's ordinary, and arrived at Joppa about 11 o'clock. 
Ferried from thence over Gunpowder river to Mr. Day's^ 
where I dined. From hence proceeded to Baltimore toWn, 
where I refted at the Reverend Mr. Benedict Boutdillon's ; 
ftaid and drank tea with him and his lady, and then went 
over Pbtapfcoe river to Mrs. Hughes^s ordinary, where I 
lodged this night. 

Sunday, ^th July, 1744- 
After breakfaft, about fix this morning, went from hence 
to Annapolis, with Mr. WiUiam Dallam, and arrived there 
at ten o clock. 

The end of my Journal- 

With AM Marshe, 
Sec*ry to the Hon. Conwvf. of Maryland. 
C c IVcl. vii.] 
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A List of the severa-l Public Offices, ^cclbsiab. 

TICAi. PftEFE«.ME-NTS, Am> QTHER PlACES OF pROWt^ 
IN T»E PROVINCE OF MARYLAND, WITH THEHL IIbV. 
ENUES ; IN WHOSE DlSTRim>TION, AS A PRO*RIETAilY 
<JoVERNMENT. 

CHARLES Lord iBaltitnbre, Prpprietor. 
SterL 
jpift -of ihc C Governor, appointed by Proprietor, ap- 
Proprietor.^ approved by his Majefty, - - £*^S^* 
But if the .government was in the hands 
of the Crown, tlie Governor would 
receive more, - - - . 500* 

Proprietor. Comimffary-General, Ms ofice, worth 900, 
Prq^rietor, Secretary's office, - - - - 800. 

Proprietor. Six haval offices, at £. 1 50 each, - - 900. 
'iPropfletor T'Thirteen Shrievalties, at ;C*^oo each, 26oOr 

by'fis'Gov- < '^^ Thcfe are tRriving offices,, and fa time of 'pe^e 
crnor* / *^ w«*h more than ^;jk>o persAsu-catau 

V anms. 

-^.^ . , <■ Thirteen County Glerkfiiips, grantable 

Gift of the > /V ^ l-iV ^^ r rr^ ^^r. o^« 1^,4- ^r.^^ 

SecMm. > *®^ *"^5 *'^^ As'^^S P^^ ann»Dut more 

C in peaceable times, .... 1495, 

Lds. of the ^ Colleftorfliip for the diftrift of Patuxdnt, po. 

Treafury. 5 OCJ' There arc 3 0ther8> but know not- their value* 

Four Dcputy-Colledorfliips, in the gift 
of the feveral CoUeftors, - . • w^ 

Thr6e Truftees or Commiffionelrs of :the 
Loan Office, appointed by the GoVr -%2o. 

Their Clerk's falary, . - . - 40. 

-Eecleftaftical Prefirments. 

Thirty-feven Parilhes, in tibe Propn^or*s tgift, -%t 
^.120 each, - - . - . . ..44)|A 

Note. If the clergy are onceindufted, no one 
can turn them out, let their behaviour be evi6r 
fo fcandalous, for tliere is nofpiritual court, 
nor has any Bifliop power to control them in 
Maryland, the Proprietor being head of the 
church, &c* 

Carrkd '^t»r. 
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Brought ovev^ £, 13745^ 

Twa&r^rs of the twafliores, - - - ^50, 

Gfcrkfiup of the Council, .... igo, 
Clerkftup of the Houfe of Ddegates, in their gift, 50. 
Arnxory-Keqper, falary, net, - - ^ - - 40, 
Regifter of the Cqmmifl&ry-General, in his gift, 9^ 
O^rkfeip pf th^ Secretary*? officej, in the Sec'ry's gift, 6^. 

iPefidea tfce pla(je3 awd benefices, h^xc y2tft4cularly enu- 
merated, there are fundry fmall ^fts of profit, which, ii^ 
thte whple^ may aqipuiit to a cpnUderable mm. 
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PLAN* of a propofed union of the feveral colOAi^ 
of Maffaiph^ettSrBay, New-Hampflure, Connedic^t;, 
RhQde-Iiland, New-York, and New-Jerfey, for their mu- 
tual defenjpe and fecurity, apd for extending the 3ritiih fet* 
tlements northward and weftward of faid colonies. In 
l!7orth- America ; recommended by commiffioners from fev- 
eral colonies, met ip (:ongp?fs, m Albany, June 14, 1754- 

Prefent, 
Lieut. Gov. De Lanccy, Meflrs. Mtir- > i^ v v 
ray, Johnfon, Chambers, & Smith, 5 ^^^^^^^ 

Meflrs. Welles, Hutehinfon, Chandler, 7 Maflkrhufetts Bav 
Partridge, and Worthipgton, 5 Maftadmletts-Bay. 

Wleflrs. Wlbird, Atkinfpn, Wearc, audi ^ Hamnfli?rp 
Sherburne, j I4ewrHamptture. 

^'T\ wMr^^^""^ ^^^' Woolcot, *nd| Connefticut. 
Col. Wilhams, 3 ^''**^*'''"*^^"-* 

Meflrs. Hoipkins and Howard, Rhode-Ifland. 

Weffrs, Penn, Peters, Norris, and ? -o r\ 
FrankUn, . 5 Peimfylvama, . 

Col. Talker and Maj. Barnes, Maryl^d. 

That humble application be made for an aft of the 3ftir» 
lament of GreatJBritain, by virtue of which one general 

Wion 

* Here w|b9 another plan ^opo&d, wUpb emb(^ce4 ijll thp iCflor 
|ie^ ^f North-America, except Georgia and Nova-I^cotia. 
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Union may be formed, including ?dl the faid colonies; 
within and notwithftanding which union, each of faid coL 
onies ihall and may hold and maintain its prefent confHtu^ 
tioh, exgept the particulars wherein a change or alteration 
may be directed by faid ad, as hereafter follows, viz. 

That in the fai4 general union, the ordering and direc- 
tion of the affairs thereof be adminiftered by one Prefident- 
General, ^ho fliall be the Governor of the province of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay for the time being ; and a Grand Coun- 
cil to be chofen by the reprefentatives of the people of the 
(aid colonies, jnet in their refpedive affembKes. 

That within months after the paffing fuch aft, the 

Houfe of Reprefentatives in the feverai affemblies that hap- 
pen to be fetting at that time, or that Ihall be fpedally con- 
vened for that purpofe, may and fliall choofc members for 
the Gran4 Council iij the following proportions, th?^t is to 
fay, 

Maffachufetts-Bay - 7 New-Hampfliire - . 3 
Connefticut - - 4 Rhode-Ifland - . . 2 
New- York - - - 4 New-Jerfcy * ^ - 3 

In all, 23 

Who fliall meet, for the firft time, at the town of 
Bofton, in New-England, at fuch time .as fliall be appointed 
by the Prefident-General, and whereof the members of the I 
Grand Council fliall be duly notified, as foon as convenient- j 
ly may be, after an aft of Parliament for this purpofe is I 
paffed, and the feverai colopies duly acquainted thereof. j 

That the members of the Grand Council fliall be newly . 
defted and chofen, by the Reprefentatives in the feverai 
affemblies, every three years ; and on the death or refignar : 
tion of any member, his place fliall be fupplied t)y a new I 
choice, at the next fitting of the j^ffembly of the colony b? 
reprefented. 

That the Grand Council fliall meet once in every year, 
and oftener, if occafion require, at fuch time and place a| 
they fliaU adjourn to, at their laft preceding meeting ; or 
as they fliall be called to meet at, by the PreSdent-Generali 
pn any emergency, he having firft obtained, in writing, the 
confent of five of the members to fuch call j or, on applt 
(Cation made to the Prefident-General by ten of the Grand 

CoundI|^ 
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Council^ in writing, under their hands, to have a meeting 
caUed, he fliall fend due and timely notice to the whole. 

That the Grand Council Ihall neither be diffolved, pro- 
rogued, nor continued fitting, longer than four weeks at 
one time, without their own confent, or the fpecial com- 
mand of the Crown. 

That the Prefident-General fliall have a cafl:ing voice, 
whenever an equi-vote fliall happen in the Grand CoimdL 
That a quorum of the Grand Council, to aft with the 
Prefident-General, do confifl; of twelve members, among 
whom there fliall be one or more from a majority of the 
colonies. 

That the Grand Council fliall annually grant a falary, to 
be allowed and paid to the Prefident-General, for his fervi- 
ces, not exceeding the fum of £^. fl:erling. 

That the members of the Grand Council fliall be allqw- 
ed, for their fervice, 10/ fterling per diem, during their 
feflions and jouurney to and from the place of meetings 
twenty miles to be reckoned a day's journey. 

That in cafe of the death of the Prefident-General, the 
Xieut. Governor of the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay 
fiiall prefide, and be vefl:ed with the fame powers and au- 
thorities, till the arrival of a new Governor for £aid colony. 
That the Prefident-General, with the Grand Council, 
lummoned and aflembled for that purpofe, or a quorum of 
^hem as aforefaid, fliall hold and direft all Indian treaties, 
in which the general intereft or welfare of thefe colonies 
may be concerned ; and make peace or declare war with 
Indian nations ; that they make fuch rules and orders, with 
pains and punifliments annexed thereto, as they judge 
heeeflary, for regulating all Indian trade ; that they direft 
and order the ways and means, neceflary and beneficial to 
fup^ort and maintain the fafety and interefts of thefe colo- 
nies, againft all their common enemies ; that they make all 
purch^es from Indians, for the Crown, of lands not now 
within the bounds of particular colonies, or that fliall not 
be within their bounds, when the extenfion of fome of 
them are rendered more certain. 

That they make new fettlements on fuch purchafes, by 
granting lands in the King's name, ref^rving a quit-rent to 
the Crown for the ufe of the- general (reafury . 

That 
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That they make neodSary niles and ordears fear t]^ vhSI 
regnkting and mans^ing fuch new fettlemonts,, tiML tb^ 
Crown fbatt think fit to torm them into puticubr got^nn- 
ment or eovcmmcnts. 

That tney s^ee and conclude the nuiober of mm^ :m4 
fums of money, that fhall, from time to tim<, be nw<i^. (9 
be raafed and paid for the purpofi^ afov^nentiooed i and 
iftiicD the Prendent-€reneral aiui Grand CouneU ihall can* 
chide, and agree on any number of men, and £vun of 
noney, need»i on any occafion, they fhaA notify the im9 
to eadi of the AflembEes of faid cdonies, by iendis^ ao 
account thereof to the refpeftive Governors of each olwd 
colonies, to be communicated to their Affemblie^, recom- 
mending it to each colony to raiie their quota of m^Qt^i^d 
levy, coUeft, and pay their proportion of money, ^cordr 
ing to the proportion herein before fettled for memborif to 
be chofen for the Grand Council from each colony ; which 
may be done, in each colony, in fuch manner and form) ai 
to them appears equal and right. 

That the Prefident-General be the general or chief com* 
mander of all the forces raifed by virtue of thi$ upion, t 
and that it be his ofBce and duty to caufe the a<^, rukf* 
and orders, made and concluded by viriue hcreoff tQ bf 
carried into execution ; and he fliaU commil&on aU the 
general officers that are needed, who ihall be nomin^t^ to 
him by the Grand Council ; and he fliall comind^n thf 
ether commiffion offica* or oSjosx^ that ihall be n^ededf 
who fhall be nominated to him by the Afflembly of that 
colony, whofe foldiers are to be commanded by fuch officer 
or officers. 

That the Prefident-General and Grand Council of thieft 
United Colonies may appoint a general treafurer, and t 
particular treafurer in each government, when neceflary { 
Uid, from time to time, may order the fums in the partic* 
ttlar treafuries, by them appointed in each government, in# 
to the general treafury, or draw on them for ipedal pay* 
ments, as they find moft convenient ; yet no money' to u- 
fue but by joint orders of the Prefident-^General and. Grand 
Council, except where fums have Ix^n appropriated to par« 
ticular purpofes, and the Prefident-General preyioufly «*• 
powered by an aider to draw ibr &ch ftt«bs. 
■ ^ ' That 



ITbat %he ^et^enrH accounts ihaU be yearijr fettled «fi4 f€« 
ported 'to the feversd Afiemblies. 

fkat the particular military, as well as i£v3^ eftablfib^ 
ments and conftitutions of each colony, remain £nn and 
eritire, without any other change or alteration liiai is 
heran before meMioned, this geaeral union notwitl^buriJU 
Ing. 

And further, k Is proj^ed, that there be a union made 
by an ad <)f the parliament of Great-^Britaiai ; by virtue 
whereof, one |;eneral union may be formed, indudmg the 
fcveral colomes <rf Pennfylvania, Maryland, 'ViirgijEUa) 
Korth-Cardina, and South-Cardina ; the alEdUrs whereof^ 
in relation to matters and things of the Uke nature t9 
what is herein brfore comprifed, to be ordered, diraf^et!^ 
and adminiftered, in the like manner and form as is ^hera^ 
in before mentioned^ 

And further, it is propo^Eed, that on any fpeckd «mer- 

^ncy, and extraordinary occafion, wherein it -mn^ >be 
t?hougfat needful, there tnay be juft rvAm and dnreoioiv 

-Df^bdeand ^ven, wherein all tl^e (aid colomes, herein bo- 
fore propoied to be united, in the more northern part^itf 
ii&merica, and thofe propofed to be united in ihe more 

4fouthern part o£ Nortn-America, may a6: tn concert agaiiift 

^he common enemy, in the bef): ^and moft advantageous 

-maimer. 
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-Report of a Committed, chosen by the €rENCR:;ftL 
Assembly of Coistnecticitt, respectino :THgs «fpk»* 
going Plan of 'Union. 

To the Honourable ^General ^Jmbly^Jiftiiig M 1tJew?Mave^ 

QSober^ ly^. 

WE, your Honours* commltt«, appointed *to tiks 
into confideration the propofed plan for an unioii 
<of his Majefly^s -governments in North-Ameri€a,.'to giwj 
^ur opinion thereon, and the leafons of fuch our (^imcsi, 
l&c. hunibly report on the premifes, viz. 

Having didy and maturelycohfidei^'fiud plan, w^&ar^Af 
'Opinion, that:the.fan(ie has ^ -tendency • greatiiy to weiken 
and injure his Maje£^'s intereftyaiidthait-it'ls^fttbvei^five^ 

the 
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the juft rights and privileges of his good and faithful fob-' 
jefts inhabiting his dominions on this continent ; and fof 
fuch our opinion^ we^ with much fubmiflion, oflFer the fol- 
lowing reafons. 

1. We find his Majefty's territories, from the fouth-weft 
part of Georgia to Menis, is more than feventeeii hundred 
miles ; of which, from the head of St. John's (which we 
fupppfe to be the north-eaft extent of the Maflachufetts 
province) to the Apilachi mountains, (which we fuppofe 
to be the fouth-weft extent of the colony of South-Caroli* 
na,) is, on the frontiers by land, about fifteen hundred 

^ jniles ; which laft extent is all within the limits of the pro- 
pofed plan of union, fo that the prefident-general and 
council have to provide for this large extent of frontiers j 
and fhould Georgia and JSTova-Scotia, when able to aflift, 
be added, it makes the fame yet greater. . The fea-coaft, 
we find, varies very Uttle from the extent by land j and 
we think it imprafticable that his Majefty's intereft, 2tnd 
the good of his people, inhabiting fo great a country, can, 
in any advantageous or tolerable manner, be confidered and 
condu^d by the propofed prefident-general and coundl* 

2. The prefident-general and council having authority 
to nominate and commiflionate all military commiffion 
officers, we apprehend, will be highly difadvantageous to 
his Majefty's intereft. Under this head we confider that 
^ur omcers generally are chofen out of the beft yeomen of 
this colony, who live on their own lands, in peace and 
plenty ; but have ever been ready to ferve their country 
m the field, when called : their commiflions have always 
been prepared and delivered into their hands gratis. Un- 
der thefe officers, thus chofen and commiffionated, free- 
holders* fons, the youth of this colony, have on all occa- 
fions, with great cheerfulnefs and alacrity, generally enlift- 
cd ; and their country's good (not neceffity) has led them 
to arms. Now, fhould officers be fent from abroad, we 
are fuUy fatisfied, fuch youth would not enlift ; and to 
prefs thefe generous young men into fervice will be not 
only hard and grievous, but in all probability will greatly 
difhearten and difpirit them, and this, we conclude, is 
very much the eafe in other his Majefty's provinces and 
colonies on the continent. 

3. His 
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3* ifis Majefty's fulje^ls, now inhabiting this country, 
are a very great body ; and in every twenty-five years the 
increafe of inhabitants is fo great, they are fuppofed to be- 
come double. This power and ftrength being brought in* 
to one point, all to move under the direftioh of faid prefi- 
dent-general and council, we fear, may in time be dtdan* 
gerous confeqiience to his Majefty's intcreft, a:nd the good 
of his loyal fubjedb here. 

4. Further, we apprehend his Majefty^s intereft is in 
great danger from the prefident-general^s having a nega- 
tive voice ; for if it ever be, that that officer fhould not 
well undeiiland or purfu6 proper methods for the country's 

good, all may be ruined before relief can be had from tte 
irone 5 and it feeins to us, that the Grand Council are moft 
likely to uiiderfi^Cnd the true intereft and weal of this people. 
5* We think the propoial, in faid plan contained, for 
the Prefident-Gencral and Council to lay and levy taxes, &c. 
as they pleife, throughout this territory, is a very extraor- 
dinary thing, and againft the rights and privileges of Eng- 
liihmen in general ; andfuch an innovation or breach on chaf^ 
ter privileges^ we fear ^ will gteatly ditcourage and dijhearten his 
Idajejlfs . good fvbje£ls. All which, with a draught for a 
union, delivered in herewith, is humWy fubmitted, by 

Your Honours* committee, 

Wm. Pitkin. 
Jonath. Trumble. 
Jofeph Fowle. 
Jofeph Pitkin. 
' Jabez Hamlin; 

John Hubbard. 
I'heoph. Nichols. 
John Ledyard* 
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The REAsokS cb^TsiDERED Atri^ oif^kEi, by toe As- 
sembly 'o*F Tiak tOLoKY OT tJoNifriecTicu^, fc'okdfe^iin- 

ING THE ^Pla^ of UKtO^ Vfi'fi COMMIS^lbkiER^ t>^ 
TftE SEVERAL COLONIES IfT NoRTH-AmeIIIC'A, WH6 

MEt AT Albany OK the 14VH June, ^754, hav« 

PROPOSED FOR UNITING THE SAlb COLONIES INTO t5Ni 

General Government, for t'he i*uRP6sks thkr'e'-' 

IN EXPRESSED, Ak£ AS FOLLOWS. 

I. TPHE limits of the propofed plan of union are of 'te)i> 
X large extent 5 from Nov^-Scotia on the hortli, to 
Geoi^ on the fouth,. is fifteen hundred miles ; To diat 
the Prefident-General and Grand Council muft have tb 
provide for this lai^ee extent of frontiers ; and this -i^ 
jbems calculated on^ tp render this general <^vdrnmeht, 
therein propoied, capable to defend againft the Frohdi, 
and to prodaim 'war,, and make peace with tlbe Xo^ump* 
No^ it feems plain, that it is impra<^icabk that his Majef- 
ty^s intereft, and the ^ood of his people inhabiting fo-g^ 
a country,, with frontiers of fo ^eat length, cUu be a^pwai}- 
t2^ouftjr defended, or ih any g6od manner c6nfi4cred jjikI 
conduced, by the propofed Pre^deat-peneral and Coilihfl: 
and it may be juf&y obferved here, that a iefeiifive war, 
on the part of this government, with fo' large a frontier, 
will prove detrimental and ruinous to it j while the 
French have it in their power, at any time, as well in a 
time of peace, as of a war^ to fend out fmall parties of their 
Indians, to fkulk aboiit in the woo'ds, and fall upon, and 
furprife any part of 'the frontiers ; and with but Uttle haz- 
ard to themidves, and finall expenfe, keep this propofed 
government in a continued alarm, in one or other part 
thereof, and put them to vaft expenfe to defend them- 
fdves, and thereby weaken, impoverifh, and greatly dif- 
hearten the King's fubjefts in every part of this large ex- 
tent of frontiers ; while the enemy wiU be encouraged, 
and grow ftrong and wealthy. This; indeed, cannot be 
remraied, but by carrying the war into the enemy's 
country, for which this plan makes no provifion. 

2. The Prefident-General aiid * Couficil to hive author- 
ity to nominate and commiffion all military officers, will 
be highly detrimental to his Majefty's intereft j as it can* 

not 
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not be apprehended that they can be well acquainted, in 
Xkt various parts of ib large a government, with the per- 
fbns who wUl beft ferve to encourage foldiefs to enM, and 
who m^y conduft them with prudence, and encoura^ 
their hearts. It hath hitherto bten pra^ffled in the Kew- 
England governments to appoint officers out of their beft 
yeomen, who live in good drcumftances on their own 
property in lands ; ^ma when chofen freely, and without 
4ny application of their own for fuch offices, and r^ii^Q 
their commiffions gratis, they look on themfelves obliged^ 
and are alwsiys ready, to ferve their country in the fidd^ 
when thus called thereto ; and under fuch '' officers, well 
known and efteenxpd among the people, freeholders* fons, 
pot moved by neceffity^ but their country-s good, gene- 
rally have enUfted with cheerfulnefs and alacrity* Now, 
ihould oflScers be fent among them from abroad, and to 
whom they are ftrangers, it is plain fuch youth will not 
enlift J and to prefi njch generous young men into fervice', 
mull be not pnly hard apd grievous, but very much dift 
hearten and diipirit them : and this, no doubt, will prove 
the cafe in other of the American colonies, as well as of 
thqfe in New-England. 

3. His Majcfty's fubjeds, now inhabiting this large and 
extenfive country, take theni coBeftivdy, are become a 
very great number j and, through the finiles of divine 
t^rovidence hitherto, are greatly increafed, and it is fup- 
pofed to beconac double in every twenty-five years : no^ 
this growing power and ftrength to be brought into one 
point, all to move under the dire&ion of fiich Prefident- 
General and Council, may in time be of dangerous confe- 
GTience to his Majefty's intereft, and the good of his lo^ 
»ibjed:s here. 

4. The Prefident-General to have a negative voice pa 

the Council^ may bring his Majefly's intereft into danger : 

"That officer, in fo extenfive a territory, not well under- 

«&ajnding, or carefully purfuing proper methods for the 

country's gppd, all may be ruined before relief can be had 

from the tnrone ; and in a country, where the greateft en- . 

couragement to go through the hardfhip and fatigue of a 

new fettlement is the hope of enjoying liberty, and fecur- 

ing a fm^ property in land to themfejves, every thing 

that 
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that doth make any encroachment thereon will difcourage 
the people, and thereby injure his Majefty's intereft : An4 
it ieems the Council, from the refpedive colonies, are moil 
likdy to underftand the true intereft and weal of the 
peqple. 

5. The propofal, in iaid plan contained, for the Preil- 
dent-Gener«d and Council to lay and levy taxes, &c. aj$ they 
pleafe, throughout this eztenfive government, is a very exr 
traordinary thing, and againft the rights and pri^^nleges of 
Englifhmen, which is efteemed, and iiighly prized by the 
people of thpfe colonies, who have now a due fenfe of their 
dependence on their mother country, and delight ui obedi- 
ence to, and admire the proteAion and privileges of, the 
laws of England ; which, with the fpedal favours and 
charter privileges to them granted, and hitherto kept fa- 
<xed and inviolate, have encouraged the people inhabiting 
here, at their own great expenfe, induftiy, apd hazard of 
their lives as well ^ fortunes, to fettle, plant, and cultivate 
theie remote places ; and it is not to be doubted, that any 
great innovations, or breach of their origin^il charters and 
conftitutions, will greatly difcourage the induftry of the 
inhabitants, who are jealous of their privileges ; ^nd, while 
they are fecured, are zealous to fecure his Majefty's domiiir 
ions here, and purfue the enlargement thereof. 

At this place, it may be worthy obfervation, thatt heavy 
taxea on the inhabitants, of the northern colonies eipecial- 
ly, muft be attended with grievous complaints from the 
main body of the people, who are not well fprpilhed with 
money, and not able to carry on any conliderable trade 
abroad, thereby to bring home money^ more than is abfo- 
lutely neceflary to carry on their ordinary afiidrs \ being 
principally employed in clearing, fencing, and cijltivating 
their lands, and fitting them for future more profitable 
improvements ; and from their firft fettlement have had 
the barbarous natives of the country frequently makin^ 
war upon them, and their reftlefs French neighbours fgt 
ting on the Indians, in a barbarous manner, to kill or ca 
tivate the people, and that even in times of peace ; whi( 
hath occafioned a very great expenfe, and loaded thefe colo 
nies with a heavy debt, and brought on the neceffity p; 
* ^^\mg and iffuing bills of public credit ; which,^throu^i^ 
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their wesdcnefs and poverty, they were not able feafonably 
to fink and difcharge, and thereby leffcned credit in thdte 
parts J from which difadvantages, thefe colonies are not 
quite freed to this day ; and although they are well fpirit- 
ed to fecure and defend all his Majefty's territories in 
North- America, and therein to lay themfelves out to their 
utmoft ability ; yet, to bring on themfelves large and heavy 
taxes, more than they are well able to pay, muft occafion 
grievous complaints, and prove very difcouraging. 

-For thefe reafons, more largely infifted on, and difcourt 
cd at the congrefs of the commiflioners in Albany, in June 
laft — ^The gentlemen, who went commiffioners from the 
polony of Corinefticut, objefted to the propofed plan ; and 
thought they were never anfwcrcd or obviated, and there^ 
fore never came into, or gave any confent to the fame. 

And in addition hereunto, it is further to be confidered 
and alleged, that the people of this colony, from their firft 
fettl^ment to this day, in their general affembHes, by their 
a£ts and refolutions therein made, and paffed, have fhewn 
true loyalty, and finccre difpofition to promote his Majef- 
ty's intereft ; and have always yielded cheerful obedience to 
Lis Majefty's commands ; and have readily given affiftancc 
and aid to any of his Majefly^s colonies, when the fame 
liath been requefted ; and ftUl remain in the fame good 
diipbfition, and readily to conform to his Majefly's will 
and pleafure* fignified to this colony by the Right Hon^ 
curable the Earl of Holdernefe. The laft paragraph of his 
letter to this colony, dated Auguft 2&, 1753, ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^" 
lowing words, viz. 

" And whereas it may be gre^^tly conducive to his Majef- 
ty's fervice, that all his provinces in America fhould be 
aiding and aflifting each other, in cafe of any invafion, I 
have it particularly in charge from his Majefty, to ac- 
quaint you, that it is his royal will ^nd pieafure, that 
you fliould keep up an exaft correfpondence with all his 
Majefty'sf Governors on the continent ; and in cafe you 
*' (hall be informed ^ by any of them, of any hoftile at- 
*' tempt, you are immediately to affemble the general aC- 
" fembly within your government, and lay befpre them 
the neceffity of a mutual alfiftance, and engage them to 
grant fuch fupplies.as the exigency of amirs may re- 
quire." It 
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Jt may juftly be aJJeged and confid^recj* th^ the Cecurinff 
tl^ five nationii or cantons of Indians, fubjed to "h^ Majd- 
ty's dominions, and maintaining a peaceablq ^d friendh 
di^pofition in them towards the people inhabiting thcfe cof- 
onies, is of very great importance, and ^c principal good 
^nd that may be ferved by faid prQpofed plan, by regula* 
ting the Indian trade, and bringing ;t under due nunase* 
ment ; which may be better fervea by commiflipn^rs pf ni^ 
Majefty's appointment, with ]ppwer$ and authorities %Q reg- 
ulate and manage the trade with {aid Indians, and the oth- 
er natives who are in firiendfhip with them, ^and tQ make 
luch rules and orders, with pains ^ind penalties aanexe4 
thereto, as they ihall judge necelKary, and to fee the £une 
duly executed ; and to hear, confixjer, and find foeans ^iv4 
ways to redreis the grievances and coinpUints' of {aid Ipr 
dians J the neceffity of which appears by the repr^q^tation 
made at Albany, when the comnaiflioners wer^ pr-ffent ; 
;^d alfo to build forts needful for tixe defence of fuch In- 
dians, and fecurity of the trade with theni, and keep them 
fuf&dently garrifoned ; the charge whereof may be princi- 
pally defrayed by the prpfits of luch trade, wh.^in Wffi reg- 
ulated and managed. 

And if his Majefiy ihould be gracioufly plea&d to en* 
courage his fubje<^s to iettle ana plant a gPvernxneQt or 
colony on fuch lands, in their country, ;^ the lodlABS wili 
readily fell, to be formed and conduaed as the New-Eng- 
jland colonies have been, nothing would tend more |p it^ 
cure thoie Indians to his Maje^y's intereft, and att^ph their 
friendfhip to the Engliih, and prevent the encrOfichini^i^^ 
Df the French ; and fo the great ends propofed qf&^h^^Uy 
ftufwered) without any d^coura^ment to the people of 
thefe colonies^ and withput the Ipaft prejudice o^ Uijury tQ 
their privileges- ^ • j 

General Ajfem^ly at New^Haven^ Thurfday^ 0£i* arf, 1754* 

In the Up^r Houfe. The foregoing re^pps, concern* 
ing the Flan of Union, &c. were read, confidered, ani, 
q>proved, and ordered tp lie on file in the Seere^u^i 
<^c. Teft» George Wyli-ys, Sec'ry* 

In the Lower Houfe, concurred. 

Teft, £. Chauncby, Odit 
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IpETinoN's, &c. FuoM Members of THte Church or 

ENGLAND) IK B0ST0K> KESPECTIKG BiSfHOPS. 

S^/hnj DecenAerS^ 17 13. 

To th€ kcHKHirabk Sodetj for propcigating the Goi^l in 

fordgn Parts. 

VAe Ri^refentatidn and T^e^efl $f the Mtni/iers^ ^CBurchWar^ 
dens^ and Vefiry 0/ the Cbun^h if ^glatid^ in Softm. 

WE arc iitfonteicd l)y the Hon. Genial NicholfoB, * 
moft Worthy iheinber df your honourable Society, 
^d a toctfl gtfnewus benefaftdr to the €^tir<ih in th<& 
part&9 ^t Toat honoiinlble Society have Md b^re ber 
Majdfty a pa!rticu!ar fcheme of fettlement for Kfhops ^in 
thefe American parts : and as nothing am contribute 
taore to the flourifhing ftite df religion «nong Us, wc 
have Itiade bur bumble addre^ to her moft facred MajeRy 
tipon thiEtt head ; aiid would hufiibly iiitreat fome 0r tbe 
K!ftfobers of your hdnouraUe Sodety to be our remem« 
<lir^cers toiler Majefly in that 'behalf ; and that Abnighty 
'Gbd'xnay blefi andf {^ofpier all your ^ious endeavours mt 
4:he good df his church, 'and 'Mds y^*fbr thefe endea^- 
'cmi's, is the he^rty'|»]'ayi^ of yottrmoft ob^ditot-and s^ 
'^ot«d htiinbie fervslnts, 

J. N. J. B, J. D. 

T. B. T. N. W. T. 

J. <:; ^.G. G.H. 7 Church* 

'6. D. }. J. 5 Waidens. 

J. R. 

To the Queen's moft excellent Majefty. 

^he hmible Addrefs of the Minifiersy Church-Wardens^ and 
Veftrf if the Church of England^ m BfiJhny3S[eW'E3tgland0 

*May it -fledfe your^Miy^y^ 

YbtfR royal goodnefe beiWg AXttinded to aj, even^Ae 
"*eili^teft )^t df yottr Majeftf s 't^ vhe ^ialce tliis 

opportunity 
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opportunity of exprelfing our humbk, though imperfeft 
thanks to your Majefty, for the many bleffings ^ we have 
enjoyed in the courfe of your glorious reign. Such 
was your Majefty's care of us, during the war, that 
our trade was in a great meafure, by the happy reduc- 
tion of the important fortrqfs of Port Royal, under the 
^ufpicious conduft of General Nicholfbri ; and now that 
honourable and advantageous peace, which your Majefty 
has concluded, does mightily increafe our happineis, by 
delivering us from the violence of barbarous favages, who 
continually infefted our country, and afted unheard-of 
cruelties. To complete, we humbly intreat your MMclly 
to provide for our Spiritual concerns, and to d^ablifli Diih- 
ops and biihopricks within your Majefty's plantations in 
America. We are informed by General Nicholfon, whofe 
piety, generofity, and zeal for the church wq cannot fuf- 
ficiently commend, that the honourable Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpel in foreign parts, have laid before your 
Majefty the particular manner of the Bifhops* refpeflivc 
fettlements^ Since nothing can tend more to make reli- 
gion' flourifli among us, we promife ourfelves that your 
Majefty will take this affair into your royal conftderadon ; 
and that it may pleafe Almighty God to grant your Ma- 
jefty a long and happy reign over us, and advance you to 
immortal glory hereafter, is the conftant and fervent 
prayer of your Majefty's moft loyal, moft dutiful, and moft 
obedient fubjcfts, J. D. 

W* T. &c. 



THAT no reprefentations may prejudice the interefts 
of oui* church in thefe parts, I have thought it expecdent 
for me, at this jundure, to certify, that we have a very 
confiderable number of people belonging to the church in 
this town of Bofton ; and that I am humbly of opinion, 
the church here, and alfo in other parts of this province, 
would increafe much more under a Governor that was a 
conftant communicant thereof, from whom we might fca- 
fonably expeft all requifite proteftion and encouragement ; 
This prefent Governor, Jofeph Dudley, Efq. is a mdD- \ 
ber of an independent church at Roxbiiry, where Ms 
dwelHng is, and has communicated therefrom his firfi: cooi- 
: - ing 
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Petiti&ns^ &fc« refpeffmg Bijhopi. aij 

Ing to. be .Govprnor^ and never communicated wiCh us 
iince the Rev« Mr. Hurrifqn^s arrival iiere, (as he can in- 
form) nor, to my certain knowledge, many years before, 
only this 25th of December laft paft he was at the commun* 
ion, his Excellency Gen. Nichollbn then prefent. 

I do alfo certify, that Colonel Vetch never receive^tfae 
communion with us here ; and fince his arrival from An- 
napolis-Royal, has been but once at church, and that in the 
inorning only. This is all true to a tittle, and attefted by 

_ * • 

Samuel Myles, 
Prelbyter oi the church df tlngland. 

BofioHj NeW'Englandy Feb. 17, 1713*^-14. 

JiAVING fbrved the church in this pl^ce, thefe five 
5^ears laft paft, in conjunction with the Reverend Mr. 
Myles j I caii certify tfaei truth of the above-made relation 
bver ftncfiiithe tilhe of my arrival here. In v(ritne& Where- 
bf I fet my hand, Hekry Harris. 

A reprefeniatiim of Jhvtral tfficert ih the province of the Maffa" 
chufettS'Bayj in New^Englandy not belonging to the church ef 
England ; and^ lift of the names of the gentlemen that do be^ 
long to /aid church. 

Officers in public poft. 

Members of her Majefty's CoundL Judges of the Su- 
perior and Infdior Court. Secretary of the Province. 
Attorney-General. Treafurer of the Ptovince. Commif- 
fary-General for the War. Judges of Probate. High Sher- 
iflfe. Receiver of the Impoft. Naval Officer. Clerks of 
Courts. Houfe of Reprdfentatives. Officers of the MiK- 
tia. Deputy Poft-Mafter. . Officers of the College. 

Names of the gentlemen of the church. 

The Hon. William Taylor, Efq. Lieut. Governor, com- 
municant, and ferved as church-warden. Sir Charles Hob- 
by, communicant and church-warden for the time being. 
John Nelfon. Francis Foxcroft. Edward Lloyd, com- 
municant and church-warden. John Jerkyl, Efq. commu- 
nicant and church-warden for time being. Thomas New- 
ton, communii:ant and church-warden. John Bridger, 
E E iVol. vii.] communicant. 
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^cpmmunicarit. *Hehi^ Cliaffe 

liletkenddn, coMmunkaiit. 'Mr. Thoili^s Bahfe tdiq. 
Wnicaiit, . Capt. Cyprhtn SdiitHick, eomihuiiicant ^li 
ciiurch-wafdeii. Capt. ^^etitv^rth Pakton. Mr. JoKn 
Oultpn, cpminuriicaht. Mr. Szi^X Sympfon, cotninunicaiit 
arid' ciiuTrch.ward^n. Mr. Gil.^s Dy^r, cPmiiitinlcant. Mr. 
Jofeph Stearn. Mr. John Vdeijtine, c6mmuhidsm ^Ebeil- 
ezer Mountforth. Jaiiies'Lyhdall. Francis Biinly. Ed- 
ward Mills. 'G^bfge Tiirfry, cdiiimiihicarit and di\itdf. 
warden. Jsmies Smith. Job Lewis. John Trefor, com- 
municant. Williain Roufe. Anthony Blunt, communi- 
cant and church-warden. Edward Weaver, communicant. 
George Stuart. I'homas Xechmore. John Arburthnot. 
Thomas Sheapard. Jofeph Loyd. Johji Newdicat^.^ Dan- 
id Weyburn. John Powel. Johi^ Be^rnard. Thomas 
Ci*eefe. George Tarranti. Henry Franklyn, conumini- 
cant. Euftace Hatch. John Chickl^y. WjJliaBj Patridge. 
Samuel Hill. Peter Butler. Richard Pulleto, Thomas 
Selby, communicant. Richard Hall, communicant. Ste- 
phen North... Rowland Pylfe. , Henry Sharp. John 
Gibbs. . Mr. Renner. Ambrofe Vincentji communicant. 
Roger Patiffon, communicant.. Stephen Labbie« -John 
Johns. 

Mr. Brown, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Sawyers, Mr. Merrill, 
Newbury. ^ . . 

_We have oniitted fettincc down a confiddrable number of 
our coinmunicants, becauTe of fmall figure, though good 
families in the town. 

An account of the number of our congregation we have 
fent to my Lord Bifliop of London, viz. 800 ; wherein we 

are well affured we have not exceeded. 

• 

Thefe petitions intercepted, but not delivered ;. faid to be found 
amongft Sir Charles Hobby's papers, by Mn MafSn, his*adminiftra» 
tor, and by him tranimitted to BoftOn. 
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An Account of t^e whoz-e Tram and Shipping of 

TftE ISJ^ANJP OF NeWFOUNJPLAND ''ra VfeAR ij^Q^V 

. TAJtEN FR,9M THE C;uST0,^4:If0USE BookS. 



fe- 

Number oi 



1 p . 



( jNumDer or veueis - - 340 

Shipping, < Number or tons - '' " ■"- ' ' ' 34522/ 

CNvmbeiCofmen - . - - 2^9 

Hundred weight* of bread and fiouf - j^'^il^' 

Rirrels of beer and pork * - " . - .^ i^^o6i 

Huiidred weight of butter and cheei(fe* - S^^'^'^S 

j^umels of fait - * - .-..-^ 566,201 

J^oundsoftea - - - ' - 38,017 

. liun^red weight of refined fugar - ' - gy^ 

IJundred weight of Mufcovado fugaf ' - 15726 

Gallons of molaffes - -* ' - ^68,104 

^ G2|!|ldns of rum - - - - 168,936 

feaflons of gin and brandy - - 9,43 1 

. Gaffons of wine "- - . . • 20,787 

Hogfheads of beer and cider * - - 793 

jfeiindsof coffee -" - - - 95856 

Pounds of tobacco - - - 1 20,663 

Pquncl§ of fq^p j^cj candles - - 1 23,939 

Chaldrons of coals - - . . ^5495 

Barrel of pitch apd tar - - - 1524% 

Thoufand feet of planks and boards - 54i5856 

Thoufand of fhingles - - ' - - '* 156 

Number of mafb -and* i^>ars - *. - 306 

Nun[^ber qf bullocks wd CP.W5 - - - 417 

Nunibpr of fheep . - - . 505 

]^ufhel^ of Indian corn - - . • 1,437 

ExpQrts* 

" r Number of veffels - - 336 

Shipping- < Number of tons - - ^}^SP% 

C Number of men r - 2i4^6 

Quintals of dry cod fifh - - 453>337 

QuintzJs of corp fipi ' - .. - 7 'i3>9'$5 

Tierces of fdmon - r' - - i'^ii 

Barrels PI h^rrmgs . - . . ^02 

Tons of oil - - . ;.. • T : 3?9^t 

Number of feallkins - ' • - .. 74',! 8 i 



220 A Bill far better Regulating 

Number of ths British Subjects, Men, Women, 
AMD Children, in the Cojlonies of North-Amsjbl- 

ICA, TAKEN from' MILIJIA ROLLS,' POLL TAXES, BILLS 
OF MORTALITY, RETURNS FROM GOVERNORS, AND 
OTifER AUTHENTIC AUTHORITIES* FrQM THE LON- 
DON AfAOAZiNE, tOK May, 17 ^s* 

TIIE colonies of lialifa^ an4 Lun^burg in 

Nova-Scotia - - . - - 5000 

New-Hampfhire - - - - 30000 

|ifafiachufetts-Bay - ' - - 7 220060 

Rhode-Ifland and Providence ' - 35000 

Connecticut '- - - - - 166000 

New- York r • - 7 - 160060 

The Jerfcys - - *- ; - ^ooog 

l^ennfylvania, - - - - - acoooo 

Maryhnd -' - - - . * 85000 

Virginia - * - . 85000 

North-Carolina r - 7 - 45000 

South-Carolina - - - - 30000 

peorgia - - - • - - 6000 

Total number 1,051060 

Exdufive of the milit^y forces in the pay of the gov- 
ernment, and negroes. 
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A Bill for better regulating of Charter and 
Proprietary Governments in America, anp for 
the encouragement of the Trade of this King- 

pOM AND OF HIS MaJESTY'^ PLANTATIONS* 

WHEREAS, by virtue of feveral Charters and Letters 
Patents, under the Great Seal of England, paffed 
and granted by his Majefty's royal predeceffors, the feveral 
colonies, provinces, and plantations 6f the Maflachufetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Conrie^« 
cut^ Pennfyrvania, Maryland, Carolinla, and the Bahama 
or Lucay luands, in America, have been granted unto Gpr 
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cxal peribns, whereby the grantees are not onty ,made pro* 
prietors Qf the foil and lands comprehended in the iaid 
places, but lords and governors thereof; ^d have fuch 
large and unlimited powers, as have given them a pretence 
to aflume abfolute governipent suid authority Over his* 
Majefty's fubjefts : And whereas the fevering of fiich pow- 
er and authority from the Crown^ and placing tiie feme 
in the hands of the fubjeds^ hath, by experience, beei| 
found prejudicial to the trade of this kingdom, and to the 
welfare and fecurity of his Majefhr's fubje6ts in thefe, as 
well as in the other plantations m America, and to his 
Majefty's revenue arifing from th? cuftoms, as well by rea- 
fon of the difability of the proprietors to defend ?tnd pro- 
ted his Majefty's fubjefts under the government, in cale of 
any attempt bf th^ Indians, or other enemy, as by the ma-r 
riy irregularities compiitted by the governors of the laid 
proprietary goverimni^ts, as by others in authority un- 
der them there : 

Be it therefore enabled by the King^s mojl excellent Majejly^ 
by and with the advice and confent rf the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal^ and Commons^ in Parliament ajfembled^ and by the 
authority of the fame ^ That the Bong's Majefly, his heirs, and 
fucceflfors, fhaU from the of have the fole power 

and authority of gaverninff tl^e ffdd plantations and colonies,^ 
and every of them, and of appointing the governors, coun- 
cilors, judges, juftices of the peace, and of all other officers 
for the adminillration and execution of juftice there, and 
of pardoning oflFences there ; the fiiid power fmd authority 
to be for ever united to th(? ^Imperial Crown of thefe 
realms, any grants, ufages, or other matter or thing to the 
contrary in any wife notwithftanding. 

Provided always^ That nothing herein contained fliall be 
conftrued to extend any ways to alter, or take away, 
diminifh or abridge the right or title which any perfon, 
perfons, or bodies politic or corporate have, or lawfully 
ipay have or claim to any lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments, or any other mattey or thing (the authority and 
powers aformcntioned only excepted) by virtue of the fiiid 
grants, or any other charter or letters patents, or by virtue 
of any right or title derived from or under fuch grantii, 
charters, or letters patents, by any mean, affignmeiits, of 

conveyances. 
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conveyances, oj- o|;hei:wife howfoeya;. ^rovid^d, olj^^ Tktt 
all fuclx laws, made in the faid re^diive planl:^tion;33^Mrl^cii 
are now in force there, and have been, confiro^e^ and ap-. 
proved of by his Majefty's predeceflbrs,^ or by tds ^i^^^ 
or ihall be hereafter cpnfirmedi by hjs IMtsdemr, nis.tl^^ 
and fuccefibrs, fhaJJt b^ of the fame, i^rge and^^6b,, asL tbe^ 
would have been, if this a^ I^not bpei^ made : And that 
all Uws, hereafter to be m^de by ijhi? gj^neral 2|£[bxiblie4 (^ 
the faid refpedive plantations, wall he made w^^ conleu^ 
of the refpedive gov^nor& thereof, to be appointed \f% 
hi& Majefty, his li^s, spad fucceflprs, .fut:^£t to the coj9?. 
firmation or difallowance of hU Maj^efty, lus hdrs, ^nd &(>. 
ceGCiDtrs, and that appesi^ JhstU b^e allowed to hia Maj<pfty, ^ 
heir99 and fucceflbrSj^ froiQ the^ud&nxient^ decre^ an4 £1^- 
tence to be given and made ^h Uie courts of the laid re- 
&e6iive pl^uitatioi^ as; appeals are s^lowed wd uj^ vs^^ pther 
Iu$ ^!(ajefiy/s pl^tatio^s ; any law, ilat\it^, or \;i^ge, qcm- 
trary hereunto, in any wife notwithftanding. 

Pjdications to the Rev, John Eliot's Indian y|i^r 
sioN o? TifE Old a^i> N^w Te&tamjrnt* 

[Prii^te4 skt Cambridge, N. £. by Samuel Green atid M^nn^ul^e Joko- ■ 

fon. 1663.] 

fThc following dcdrcations to the trairflation of the oW and new tcf- 
tament in the indian language, by the celebrated Eliot, are great 
ciiirioiitiQs. Such w^re annexed only to the few copies fent to Eng- 
land : and are of courfe tbe ^ry Jfcarce appendages of a very fiofd 
book. Of fi? cQpi^s of tjie Rdian bifele, w^icli I h^ve fecn, »o one 
poiTefTed thefe dedications. The following were taken from a mud- 
lated copy> ufed in a barber^s fhop for wafte paper/ From this in- 
tended defbudion they were eagerly foatcbed, by the band which 
writes this, as truly valuable relttHs,^ 

f 

To the High qnd Mighty Prince j Charles the Second j by lh$ 
Grace rf Godf fCing of England^ Sfotlafid^ f ranee and Iff- 
landf Defender of the Faith^ isfc. 

The CommiJ/ioners of the United Colonies in New-England^ wjft 

inereafe of all happinefsy Isfc. 

Moji Dr£(id Soveraigfij 

IF our we^Jk appgreheni^n? have jquot mi^e4 us, this Wor|c 
will be no unacceptable Prdent to Tour Majeily» V 

haiong 

I 
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li^ng a 'greater fiitcreft tterein, than Ve believe is gene- 
rally iOiclCTftoo& : whidh (lipoli this Occafion) we^cohccivfe 
it our Duty to declare. 

The Peoj^le of thefe four Colonies' (Cbiifedcrdte^for Mu- 
tual Defence, in the time of the*late Diftraftions df dufr 
dear Native 'Country) Your Majefties •lia;tttral bom Sub- 
jects, by the Favour arid 'Grant of YouS: Royal Father anft 
Grandrather of Famous Memory, put themfdviris Kpoh 
this great and hazsurdous UndertaJdng, of Planting them- 
felves at their own Charge in thefe remote -ends of thfe 
ilarth, that without biBfence or provocation to oUr dea!r 
"Brethren and Countrymen, we might enjoy thit'llberty tt> 
Worfliip God, which' our own ; Confcifettce informed 'Us, 
was not oriely our Riglit, but Duty : As ilfo that we 
might (ifit fo pleifed'God) be iriftruirieiital'to Ipreadthe 
li^t 6t the GcQ^elp'the knowledgof the Son of God oiur 
Saviour, to' the poor barbarous Heathen, Which by'His litfe 
Majefty, in foitteof our Pateiits, is lieclared'to be Hb 
principal aim. 

^eife honeft ' and pious Intentions, have, through the 
grace and goodnefs^ of ' God and our Kin^s, been feconded 
Vith proportionable fuccels : for, omitturg the Immuni- 
ties indulged us' by Your'tti^nels Royal Rredeceffors,' We 
have been greatly incouraged by Your Majefties gticifeus 
expreffions of Favour and Approbation ii^ified, unto tie 
Jkddrejs m^dt by' the principal of ^ur Colonies, to which 
tlie r6ft do moK cordially Subfcribe, though 'wantinfe-Ae 
like feafonable opportunity, they havd been (till no^ de- 
prived of the m^ans to Congratulate Your Majefties happy 
Heftitution, after Your long ' fufferiijg, which We implbre 
"xnay yet be graciouily "accepted, that' we may be ccjral-'jpir- 
tdkers of Yxmr Royal Favour and 'MbderatiOn ; Which 
Hath bieen fo Illuftrious that (to admiration) the animofi- 
ties tod (fiflFerent PerfWafions Of men have been fo foon 
C6iiij[)cifed^ and fo much caufe of hope, that (unlcfs the 
'fins CH the Nation' prevent]) a blcffed Calm will fucceed the 
late 'hoiryid CorifufiOns 6f ' Church arid State. And Bxsfll 
norW^ (i7r^ai 'SM;^ri/W) your Subjefts of thefe Cotertifes, 
of thf I^WlFaith and Befief in all Points df Doftrinc with 
bur ^'^dtikigriiien,' *id the Other 'Iftfefbrnwed ' Churchts, 
m'6u^Tf*Vh^ f Wftraaea^n^olflertnattfenr^ 

^ ' Order, 
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Order, which in o^twa^d refpeds hath been unhappy ^r 
us) promife and aflure our fd^ ^s of all juft ifayour and in- 
dulgence £roin a Prince fo happily and gracioi^y endowed i 

The other part of our Errand hither, hath been attend^ 
ed with Endevours and BleiEng ; many of the .wilde /^ 
dians being taught, and underfianding the Dofhrine of the 
Chrifiian ReUgion, and with nmdi , afledtioh attending 
fiich I^eachers as are fent to teach them, many of their 
Children are inftruflted to Write and Reade, and fome of 
them have proceeded further, to attain the knowledge of 
the Latine and Greek Tongues, and are brought up witi 
oar Engliih youth in Univerfity-learning : Tnere are di- 
vers of them that caii and do reade ^oine parfs of the 
Scripture, and fome Gatechifins, which formerly have tceo 
Tranflated into their own Langiiaige, which hat]& occaiion- 
ed the undertaking of a greater Work, viz : The Ptihtinfi^ 
of the whole Bible, which (being Tranflated by a painfvu 
Labourer amongft them, who was ctefifpus to fee the Work 
accompliihed in his dayes) hath ah'eady proceeided to the 
finifldng of the New Teftament^ which we here humbly 
prefent to Your Majefty, as the firft fruits and accbmpliih- 
ment of the Pious Uefign of your Royal Anceftors. The 
Old Tcftament is now under the I^efs, wanting and crav- 
' ing your Royal favour and Afliftance for the peifefiing 
thereof. 

We may not conceal, that though this Work hath been 
begun and profecuted by fuch Iniiruments as God hath 
raffed up here, yet the chief Charge and Coft, which hath 
fupported aiid carried it thus far, hath been from the 
Charity and Piety of divers of our well-affefted Country- 
men in England ; who being fenfible of our inability in 
that refpeftj and ftudious to promote fo good a Work, con- 
tributea large Sums of liloney, which were f o be improv- 
ed according to the Direftion and Order of the then-pr^ 
vailing Powers, which hath been faithfully and rdigioufly 
attenobd both there and here, according to the pious inten* 
tions of the Benefadors. And we do mofi; humbly be- 
feech your Majefty, that a matter of fo much DevotiM 
and Piety, tending fo much to the Honour of God^ mff 
fuffer no dUappointment through any Legal defbft (ynJ^ [ 
out the fault of the Donors, or tM poor ImUms^ unf 
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Ofxttf receive the benefit) but that your Majefiy be f^'» 
doufly pleafed to Eftablifli and Connrm the fame, being 
contrived and done (as we conceive) in the fiirft year of 
your Majefties Reign, as this Book was begun and now 
nnilhed in the firit year of your Eftablifliment } which 
doth not ondy prefage the happy fuccefs of your Highneis 
Government, but wm be a perpetual monument, that by 
your Majefties Favour the Oofpd of our Lord and Saviour 
yefus Chrijiy was firfl; made known to the Indians : An 
Honour whereof (we are aflured) your Majefty will not a 
little efteem^ 

SIR, The Jhiries of Tour Royal Favour upon the/e Vhdir^ 
takingSy, will make ibefe tender Plants to Jlouryh^ notwithftand^ 
ing any malevolent AJped from thofe that hear evil will to this 
Sion, and render Tour Majejiy moire Blt0rious and Glorious to 
dtfter Generations* 

The God of Heaven long preferve and hlefs Tour Majejlj 
with many happy dayes^ to bis Glory j the good and com^ 
fort of his Church and People. Amen. . 



yi the High and Mighty Prince^ Charles the Second^ by the 
Grace of God^ King <f Great Britain^ Prance and Ireland^ 
Defender of the Faiths &fr. 

The Commijjioners of the tliiited Colonies in New-Engtand^ Wijh 

all Happinefs. 

Moji t)read Soveraign^ 

AS our former Prcfentation p^ the i«^ew-Teftament was 
Gradoufly Accepted by Your Majefty j fo with all 
Humble Thankfulne& for that Royal Favour, and with the 
like hope. We arc bold now to Prefent the WHOLE 
B IB L JE, Tranflated into the Language of the Natives of 
this Country, hy A Painful Labourer in that Work, and now 
Printed and Finijhed^ by means of the Pious Beneficence of 
Your Majefties Subjedts in England : which alfo by Your 
Spedal Favour hath been Continued and Confirmed to the 
intended Ufe and Advancement of fo Great and Good a 
Work, as is the Propagation of the Go/pel to thefe poor Bar-* 
bariansin this (Ere-while) Unknown World. 

F F iFol. vii.] Tranljations 
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Tranflations of Holy Scipture, The Word rf iii Xifig f 
jDffSfx, bavc ever been deemed not unworthy ^ 4Jif lAdft 
Princely Dcdiefttions : Examples whereof are extant in 4i- 
Tcrs Languages. But Your Majefiy is tlie Firft (diait iiati^ 
Received one in this Language, or from tkh Annrican 
Whrld^ or from any Parts io Remote from Europe a& tbeCt 
are, for ought that ever we heard of* 

Publications alfo of thefe Sacred Writings to (tiic Son$ 
of Men (who here, and here onely, have the Jktyfteries of 
thdr Eternal Salvation revealed to them by the God ©f 
Heaven) is a Work that the Greateft Princes havt^ Honour- 
cd themfelves by. But to Publifli and Cd^iEiujiicatc the 
(ame to a Loft People, as remote from Knowleid^ axid 
Civility, much more from Chriftianity, as they were from^ 
aU Knowing, CivU and Chrifiian Nations ; a Pwfk 
out Law, without Letters, witliout Riches^ or Means t 
procure any fuch thing ; a People tli2Lt/afe as deep in Dark 
mfs^ and in thejhadow of Deaths as (we think) any fince th 





Creation : This puts a Luftre upon it that is Superlative 
and to have given Royal Patronage and Countenance 
fuch a Publication, or to the Means thereof, will ftan<^3 
among the Marks of Lafting Honour in the' eyes of 
that are Confiderate, even unto After-Generatioas. 

And though there be in this Weftern World ^i3<iy Col- 
onies of other Europsean Nations, yet we humbly conceive^ 

no Prince hath had a Return of fuch a Work as this \ 

which may be fome Token of the Succefs of Your Majel^— ^J 
ties Plantation of New-England^ Undertaken and . Setle<^^^ 
under the Encouragement and Security of Grants fron«r:^ 
Your Royal Father and Grandfather, ctf Famous Memory, 
and Cheriftied with late Gracious A^fts from Y^i 
Majefty. Though indeed, the prefent Povaty of 
Plantations could not have Accomplifixed this Wqi4c, 
not the forementioned Bounty of England lent Rdfief g J 
JSTor could that have Continued to ftand us in iftead, with— -" 
out the Influence of Your Royal Favour and Authoriky--j;iI> 
whereby the Corporation there. For Propagating the Gefpe^^^ 
among theje Natives^ hath been Efiabliflied and EncouiiagQ^^ 
(whofe Labour of Love, Care, and Faithfiilnefe in ^a^^ 
Truft, muft ever be remembred with Honour.) Teet^ 
when private perfons, for their private Ends, have of h^^ 

fought 
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finrght Ad^^antages to cie(>9iire the bat CostM^radoU of Half 
the Pofiefliods that had been, by Liberal Contribution^ 
obtamed ibr fb Re&gious Ends ;f We timbrftand. That by 
an Honourable and Righteous Decifion in Your JMf^efiietf 
Court tfChdncerjj their Hopes havd been ddfes^ed, and the 
Thing Settled where it was ind is* For whidh» great Y%^ 
iroBT^ and Biuftrious Fruk of Your Majefties Oordrnment^^ 
we cannot but return ou^ moft Hunu>le Thanks in thitf 
PUt^k Manner : And, as the Refult, of the joynt Ende;rr«« 
ours of Your Ma^fties Subje£)is there and hero,, afiring ufi» 
der Yonr Royal Influence, We PtefeAt Tou wkh this Work^ 
^0i^ch upon lundry accounts is to be called Touts. 

The Southern Colonies of the Spanijh Natim have fefiC 
home from this American Continent^ much Gold and Silver, 
as the Fruit and End of their Difcoveries and Tranfplanta- 
tions : That (we confefs) is a icarce Commodity in this 
Colder Climarte. But (futable to the Ends of our Under- 
taking) we Prefent this, and other Concotnitant Fruits of 
our poor Endeavours to Plant and Propagate the Cofpel 
here J which^ upon a true account^ is as much better than 
Gold, as the Souls of men are more worth than the whole 
World. • - This is* a Nobler Fruit (and indeed, in the CouIh 
fds of AU-di^fin^ Ptovidepce, was ad hid^eP int^ilded 
End) of Columbus nis Adventure. And tSough by his 
Brother's being hindred from a feafonable Application, 
your Famous Predeceflbur and Anceftor, King H^ry ttit 
Seventh, mifibd of bein^ fole Owner of that firft Difi^vtf* 
ry, and of the Riches tnereof f yet, if the Honour ti firft 
Di&txVeriti^ the True and Saving Knowledge of thf Oo^A 
Ofito thd poor Americans^ and ofkrd^Hng €he tkt^tm ei 
JESUS CH^/STaniong them,beRdfeYWdftr,«td 
do Redound unto youi^ Maj^, and the Eng^ Nitidn, 
iyFter^agc^ w^ not reckon this Inferiour to the othaf^ 
Rdi^n id the End and Glory of Mankinde : ai^ » it wai 
the ftokSed End of this Plantation ; fo We defire evc» t(f 
keep it in ouf Eye as our main Defign (both asf to 6urk\w»i 
and the Natives about us) and that our Produ^ m^y hi 
anfwftnfcte ihereunto. Give us theifefctfe leave (6riad 
$&nraipij yet agiin humbly to Beg the Colltifitiasic^ df 
your ftoyal Favour, and of the Influences^ thefeOf, upOfI 
this poor Plantation, TJh UMud Colonies ^ N £ W*E N 0^ 

tANDs 
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L AN D) for the Securing and EftaUiflunent of our ChSl 
Frivikdges, and Religious Liberties hitherto Enjoyed ; 
and, upon this Good Work of Prqpagating Religion to 
thefe Natives, that the Supports and Encouragements there* 
o£ from England may be fall Countenanced and Confirmed. 
May this Nurfling mil fuck the Breaft of Kings, and be 
foftered by your Majefty, as it hath been by your Royal 
IVedeceflbrs, unto the Preiervation of its main Concern^ 
ments ; It ihall thrive and profper to the Glory of God, 
and the Honour of your Majefty : Neither will it be any 
Ipfs or grief unto our Lord the King, to have the Blefliog 
of the Poor to come upon Him, and that from thefe En£ 
ofthcEartbt 

The God by whom Kings Reign^ and Princes Decree Jufticef 
Blefs Tour Majejly^ and EJiabliJh Tour Throne in RighU 
eoufriefs^ in Mercy ^ and in Truth j to the Glory of His NamCj 
the Good of His People^ and to Tour own Comfort gnd Re» 
joycingj not in this onely^ but in another World. 



Sir Thomas Templets Apology for Coinage in 
Massachusetts. From the Monthi^y Magaziot 
FOR January, 1799. 

• 

IB £ G leave, through the channel of your liberal and 
moft valuable mifcellany, to make a few obfervations 
upon the following paf^e in Dr. Robertfon's *^ Hifiory of 
America,'' lately publUbed* After enumerating ieveral 
iniUnces of the addrefs and ambition of the colonifts in the 
northern provinces, the hiftorian goes on : 
. " Thefe were followed by an indication ftill lefi amUgu- 
ous of the afpiring fpirit prevalent among the people of the 
Maflachufetts. Under every form of government, the 
right of coining money has been considered as a preroga* 
tive peculiar to fovereignty, and which no fubordinaie 
member of a ftate is entitled to claim. Regardleis of this 
eftibUihed ma:^im, the general court ordered a coinsige of 
fil^r mpney at Boftqn, ftamped with the name of the col- 
pny^, and 2^,tree, as an apt fymbol of its progreffive vigour. 
Even ihis ufurpation pangd ydthout not^cej'. , . • 

From 
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Trom the above paflage, it feems to be the opinion of 
Dr. Robertfon, that the people of the MaO&chufetts afTum- 
cd this " peculiar prero^tive of fovcrcignty" in defiance 
of) or at leaft in opposition to, the royat authority. But 
it ought to be particularly noticed, that the firft coinaM 
vras made in the year 1652. Inftead, therefore^ of afcrio* 
ing this mcafure to the " afpirin^ fpirit*' of the people of 
Ma£[aclmfett6, the Dodor might juiuy have laid, that the 
colonics being nearly deferted, at this time, by the rulers 
at home, on account of the dvil wars, and the various forms 
of government which afterwards followed, were obliged 
to coin money from abfolute neceflGity. The following ex^ 
traft from the Memoirs of the late truly patriotic Thomas 
Hollis, will prove this to have been the principal, if not the 
only caufe, and confequently point out the miftake which 
Dr. Robertfon has inadvertently fallen into. 

** Sir Thomas Temple, brother to Sir William Temple, 
refided feveral years in New-England during the interr^* 
num. After the reftoration, ^en he returned to Eng. 
land, the King fent for him, and difcourfed with him on 
file ftate of affidrs in the Mailachufetts, and difcovered 
'eat warmth againft that colony. Among other things^ 
le faid they had invaded his prerogative by coining mone]^. 
Sir Thomas, who was a real friend to the colony, told his 
majefty, that the colonifts had but little acquaintance with 
Uw, and that they thought it no crime to make money 
for their own ufe. In the courfe of the converfation. Sir 
Thomas took fome of the money out of his pocket, and 
prefented it to the king. On one fide of the coin was a 
pine tree, of that kind which is thick and bulhy at the top* 
Charles sdOked what tree that yras ? Sir Thomas informed 
him it was the royal oak, which prefcrved his majefty^s 
life. This account of the matter brought the kine into 

good humour, and difpofed him to hear what Sir Tnomas 
ad to fay in their favour, calling them a " parcel of hon- 
eftdogs.'' 

The jocular turn which Sir Thomas gave to the ftory, 
was evidently calculated to amufe the monarch in his own 
way, and had the defired efieA, in dSbofing him to hear 
withgood humour that juft defence of the colonies, which 
Sir 'Diomas was fo well qualified to make. We find he 

pleaded. 



tjffit ^pdkgy for Coirtage in MaJfaclnfHfu 

pleaded, that the cdiontfts thought it no cnmA ta sullkc 
money for their own ufe ; at a tmie too, when thd cdn&« 
fions in the mother country prevented dieito froiil receive 
hig thofe occa^onal fupplies or coin, whkh weai^e ibfohitely 
neceffary for common circulation. Such an vnamusDli 
exigency required an uncommon expedient ; znd this wiS 
siccount for the proceedings of the people of MaffitcImfettB 
in a more rational manner, than Dr. Robettfcsl bad doAe % 
for it is highly improbable that they fhould afpird after iiw 
dependence, at a time when their hiftorians reprefent theitt 
^ few in number^, difcdrdant, and fcdrc^ atikr to dsfeiid 
themfelves againft their fevage enemies. 

A writer of fuch diftinguifhed talents^ is the bete DTv 
Robertfon, wiU always snjoy the good Opimon and cdMf « 
dence of his readers : his mifiakes, therefore, iHli to of 
more confequence, and deferving of being amended. Tllit 
our doquent hiftorian is under x mmake^ thdufgb, no 
doubt, an inadvertent on^^ in the prdent inftanoe^ id nesic 
to certain ; nor will his candid resulers be cfifpkafed witb 
9ny refpedfiil attempt to fet this mifiake in a deatf lights 
It may be added too, as fomft kind of proof in t^ dSk^ 
that, during the late unhappy Americasi wtf , when tb 
whole tribe of hireling fcribbters ahd afpiririg pridfti Wtm^ 
with " profligate induftry,-* ranfecking every dirty ^VM^ 
%ib difcover and accumulate c&arged agamfi toe c<Stonifi9r i0 
order to ftimuhte the credulous John EtiH to blted frecifi 
th^ coinage buiine& was never, to the beft of mjr reccilec* 
lion, enumerated in the bkdk: catidogoe of didir iB|[i 
cdraies and miidemeanours* 

Sighed^ A FriMd ttf tnilh* 
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The Heads j^j I«r4)UiRV, relative tx) the presej^T 

' ^6TA4r£ Af^O CONDITZaN OF Hift MaJESTY's COJLOKY OF 
<IoNK£(:T1€UT, signified by his MaJ^STY^S J5£C&£p 
"TAKY Of STATE, IN HK LETTER OF THE 5TH JULT^ 
1^73, ^I^H tHE i\t>TSWER6, ItETU&NED TO HIS Ma^ 
JESTY^^ «|S«tETA«.T OF STAT^^ »Y THE -GoVEilKOR. 
AND CpMflANy OF THE E^TGLISK GOJLOKY OF CoM- 
NJSGTfeU*, CfeTOBER, J774* 

i. Xyl 7HAT Ml lie fit»ation of the colony w^^^ ypujr 
V V goTcrnmeirtt the iw^ture of the coujitry, foS 
and climate, the latitudes and longitucks of the inpft con-* 
fideratde pkces in it ? Have thofe latitudes and loEgitude^ 
been fettled by good obferyatiojiKs* or oQiy i)y eommpst 
eomptvtalioBs, and 6oiKi whence ^e the Wgity.des com- 
pufbed i 

L The fitti«km of the firft fettJed pftrt ^ $i^ <3©lfi»y 
is mofiiy fk>m forty-one to forty-two degrees pf jgiprtherly 
latitude, and from feventy-two to feventy^thiree degreeSJ 
smd fortyi-five minutes of w«fl longitude- The foil ef thi^ 
oolpoy (lyinjg in the 5th and ^th north dim.ate) is gene?' 
rdify fertile, iptenlperfed with mountainous a^d \;^i^\&^ 
land, with fom^ fmall parts thin and barr^ : t;he co^itry 
heakb£d, although fubjeS to this e;8:treme8 of heat j9tn4 
Kdd in their fesobns, and to freqyexit fudden changejs. 
Two confiderahk places and pprts in the colony ^e, Kewr 
Londoii, latitude 41 ""t o,^. nc^rth, longitude 72°. i^*^^ 
blew^Iaven, latitude 41^. i8^ north, - longitude 72% ^&. 
iitgSi ; fettled by good obfervatioas : the longiti^d^ conxr 
puted from the royal <)fa&ryatoFy at Greeawicb- 

n. What are the rcftuted boundaries ? And ^e .:gif 
parts theraof dilputed ? What parts, and by whom ? 

n. The bound^ies are exprefied in our charter, viz. 
^ AH that part of his Majeftjr's donxinioiis in Newi^ngr 
^ land, in America, bounden on the ea& by Narrag^Qfe^ 
^* livar, commonly called Nariaganfct bay, where the xy^f^ 
^* f^Ul^h into the fea ; and on the north by the line of <&e 
^^ Mafiachuietts plantation ; and on the fouth by >the ^ % 
^ and In longitude as the line of the Maflachufe^ eolQny^ 
^ running from <aft to weft, Ihat is to Sxj^ from ^M4- 

" Narraganfet 
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^^ Narraganfet bav on the eaft, to the fbuth fea on the wicft 
^ party with the iflands thereunto adjoining/' 

A number of the inhabitants of tnis colony, caQed the 
Sufquehannahy and Delaware companies^ in the year 1754, 
for great and valuable confiderations, in money, paid and 
fittisned to the Indians of ^e Six Nations, purchafisd of 
them, as early as they, the aboriginal proprietors, were 
willing to grant and convey their title to a larse trad of 
land, within the bounds and Kmits of this colony, lying 
weft of the river Delaware, and from thence fpreading 
over the eaft and weft brandies of the Sufi^uehannah river^ 
Since fudi purchafes a great number of our inhabitants 
have made lettlements thereon. 

The general aflembly of this cdony have aflerted their 
daim to thofe lands : and the inhabitants dweUins within 
the bounds of this colony, on the weft fide of ue Dehu 
ware river, are made and conftituted a diftind town, with 
like powers and privileges as other towns in this colony 
by law have, within the following bounds, viz. boundea 
eaft by Delaware river, north by the north bomid of the 
colony, weft by a north and fouth Hne acrofs the colony 
ut fifteen miles difiance weft from a place on the Sufque^ 
hannah river called Wyoming, and fouth by the fouth line 
of this colony ; which town is called by the name of 
Weftmord3md, and is annexed to the county of Litcbfidd* 
The proprietaries of Peimfyhrania difpute the right of this 
colony to thofe lands ; they refiife to join, to run, or to 
fettle the line between this colony and that province.' 

m. What is the fize and extent of the colony, the 
number of acres fuppofed to be contained therein ? What 
part thereof is cultivated and improved ? And under 
what titles do the inhabitants hold tbdr pofleifion I 

m. The fize and extent of the firft fettled part, is from 
the colonv of Rhode-^Ifland on the eaft, to the pibvince of 
New* York On the weft ; and from the Mafiachufetts ott 
the north, to the fea on the fouth : two millions, fix hun-^ 
dred and forty thou£uid acres, are fuppofed to be con« 
tained therein. The proportion of arable, meadow, paf- 
ture, wood-land, and fuch as is mountainous and bairreni 
is unknown* The lands beyond the river Delaware, btely 

purchafcd from the Indian proprietors, are ftill leis Imown. 

The 
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The ori^nal title to the lands on which the colony was 
firfl: fettled, was, at the time the Engliih came hither, in 
the Pcquot nation of Indians, who were numerous and 
warlike ; their country ei^tended from Narraganfet to 
Hudfon's river, and over all Long-Ifland. Safacus, thdr 
great {agamore, had under him twenty-lix fachems : h^ 
injurioufly made war upon the Enehih ; he ei^ercifed def« 
potic donninion over his iubjefte ; he, with all his iachems 
and people, were conquered, and mtade tributaries to the 
Eiigliih. The war being ended, confiderations and fetde- 
ments were made with fuch fachems and people as remained? 
who came in, and received to their full contentment and fat- 
isfadion ; and have at all times fince been uied and treated 
with juftice and humanity. No grants are ms^de by the 
general aflembly, before the Indian title is purchafed, agree- 
able to the right of pre-emption, granted by royal charter 
to the governor and company of this colony. Thus the 
greateft part of this colony was purchafed and obtained fpr 
great atid valuable coniiderations, and other parts thereof 
gained by conqueft, and with much difficulty, and at the 
only endeavours, expenie and charges of perfons thereby 
interefted in the plantation of Conne&ieut, in New-Eng- 
land, and thdr a^STociates. Thereupon, agre^aUe to pur 
royal patent and grant, the tide under which the inhabi- 
tants hold their poffeiSon, is a grant and patent made by 
the general ailemUy of the gov^oor and company ^of this 
colony to the refpedive townihips, or to particular perfoAS, 
to them, their heirs, fuccefibrs and a^ns forever, accor4- 
ing to the moft free tenure of Eaft-Greenwich, in the 
county of Kent, in the realm of England. 

IV. What xvftti are there, and <^ what e;xteBt and ^con- 
venience in point of comipaerce ? 

IV. The principal rivers are, Conne<3icut, New-iL6ndon> 
Stratford, Delaware, and Sufq^Li$;hannah. TJxe .^xt^nt of 
thefirft is through N€w^a<®pltdi^e,Ma^Ghulctts-Bay,;and 
this colony ; navigable ito Hartford i the feoond to IScur- 
wkh ; the third to Denby^ the iiprthorn parts of ^tliis 4s 
rufually called Oufatannodk rKv^er : they are 2^ of gcc^t 
convenience m point of confuanorce. 

V. What are the princ^)^ harb^ws, how .fitvated, of 
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• 
what extent, and what is the depth of water, and nature 

of anchorage each ? 

V. The principal harbours are, New-London, and New- 
Haven : The former opens to the fouth ; from the light- 
houfe at the mouth of the harbour, to the town, is about 
three miles, the breadth three-quarters of a mile, and in 
fome places more ; from five to fix fathoms water, a 
clear bottom, tough ooze, and as far up as one mile 
above the town entirely fecure and commodious for large 
fliips : The latter is fituate north and fouth ; half a mue 
wide at the entrance, from thence to the town four miles ; 
having tv/o fathom and one half at Icnv water, and three 
fathom and four feet at common tides, and very good an- 
chorage. 

VL \VTiat is the conftitution of the government ? 

VI. The conftitution of the government, by royal char- 
ter, is a leriflative power vefted in the general affembly, 
which conlifts of the governor, or in his abfence the depu- 
ty-governor, and twelve afliftants (called the upper houfe) ; 
and reprefentatives, not exceeding two from each town, 
chofen by the freemen of the refpeftive towns they repre- 
fent, (called the lower houfe.) 

No acl is valid without the joint concurrence of both 
houfes : they make laws, inftitute judicatories, appoint 
judges, and other neceffary oflficers, who are fworn to a 
faithful difcharge of their truft. A general affembly is 
holden, agreeable to royal charter, in May and Odober, 
annually ; and at other times when called by the gover- 
nor, or in his abfence the deputy-governor, on any emer- 
gency. ^. ^ 

VII. What is the trade of the province ? the number 
of fliipping belonging thereto, their tonnage, and number 
of feafaring men, with their refpeftive increafe or diminu- 
tion within ten years paft ? 

VTL The principal trade of this colony is to the Weft- 
India iflands, excepting now and then a veffel to Ireland 
with flaxfeed, and to England with lumber and pot-a(hes, 
and a few to Gibraltar and Barbary. The number oi 
fhipping is one hundred and eighty ; their tonnage 
10,317 ; feafaring men 1162 ; befides upwards of twenty 
fail of coafting veffels, that employ ^bout ninety feamen : 

The 
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The increafe fince the year 1762, in number of fhipping, 
^6 ; their tonnage 6,790 j feafaring men 601. 

VIII. What quantity and forts of Britifli manufaftures 
do the inhabitants annually take from hence ? What goods 
and commodities are exported from thence to Great-Bri- 
tain, and what is the annual amount at average ? 

VIII. The quantity of Britifh manufaftures the inhab- 
itants do annually import hither froni Great-Britain, are 
few ; but including thofe taken from the merchants of 
Bofton and New- York, upon a medium, from the beft ob- 
fervation, is ;^.aoo,ooo fterling, per annum. The forts are 
almoft all that are ufeful or ornamental in common life. 
The goods and commodities exported from hence to 
Great-Britain, are pot and pearl sdhes, lumber, and fomc 
faked provifions ; the annual amount at an average may- 
be ;^.ic,ooo fterling. 

IX. What trade has the province under your govern- 
ment with any foreign plantations, or any part of Europe 
befides Great-Britain r How is that trade carried on ? What 
commodities do the people under your government fend 
to, or receive from foreign plantations ; and what is the 
annual amount at an average ? 

IX. A trade with the French and Dutch Weft-Indies, 
Gibraltar, and Barbary. Thofe veffels that go from hence 
to the French and Dutch plantations, carry horfes, cattle, 
fheep, hogs, provifions and luniber : thofe for Gibraltar 
and Barbary, carry flour, lumber, New-England rum, and 
ftores for muling ; they receive molaffes, cocoa, cotton, 
and fome fugar ; from the Dutch plantations bills of ex- 
change ; and from Barbary, mules, fold in the Weft-Indies 
for bills of exchange : the annual amount is about 
j^.55,000, at an aveirage. 

X. What methods are there ufed to prevent illegal 
trade ? and are the fame efieftual ? 

X. A carefril conformity of the cuftom-houfe officers 
and all concerned, to their duty, which prove very cf» 
fedual. 

XI. What is the natural produce of the country, ftaplc 
commodities, and manufadures ; and what value thereof 
in fterling money may you annually export ? 

XL Its natural produce is timber of all kinds, wheat, 

rye, 
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TfCj indian-corn, beans, barley, oats, and flax : the ftapk 
commodities are the above produce, pork, beef, and pot 
andpearl afhes. 

The manufa<ftures are coaHe Gpens and wooU^ris, done 
in the family-way, for the ufe of the poorer fort, labourers, 
and fervants ; alfo ironmongary, but export none. The 
value of our exported produce and commodities, may be 
annually j^.2oo,ooo, 

XIL What mines are there ? 

Xn. Copper mines in divers parts, yet after confidera- 
Ue expenfe and labour to open them, have proved unprof- 
itaUe, and now are much negleAed. — ^Iron mines in great 
tdbnty in many places, manufaAured to fome advantage, 
Dutmtherto not a fupply for our inhabit^mts. 

Xiil. What is the number of inhabitants, whites and 
blacks ? 

Xin. On an exaft cenfus, the number of inhabitants : 
whites 191,39ft ; blacks 6,464, 

XIV. Arc the inhabitants increafed or decreased with- 
in the laft ten years ? How much, and for what reafon ? 

XIV. The inhabitants ate increafed fiiice the year 1 762, 
^2,266 ; alfo within this time, there have be^i frequent 
and numerous emigrations &om hence, to :fettle on new 
lands in his Majefty's other colonies in America : which^ 
under the Divine Benediftkm, we attrilje^te to indmftnous, 
tcMjpieralfe Kfe, and early carriage. 

XV. What is the number of tfce tnlKtii^, and under 
what regulations is it conftituted ? 

XV. The number on the raaJitia toDs is a6,2iSo, It is 
conftituted under the regulations provided in " Aaa aft 
^* for farming and regulating 1?he n^lMa ; and for tlie en* 
couragement of military fldll, for the 4)etter defeoce of 
this colony/* AH male perfons &om fixteen years of 
age to forty-five, to bear arms, excepting ci^ and ecdefi* 
altical officers, and others therein mentioned : the train- 
b2£i\ds in each town, to attend four days in a yesnr, for in- 
ftruftion in military difcipline. There are eighteen Tegi- 
inents, with a troop of horfe to each, and io fome two 
troops ; each reriment to attend regimental es:erdfes once 
in four years. The miKtia fpend their own time ; the fel- 
'^ers and an houreholders provide themfellf^ wkh arms, 

&c* 
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^c Fiob and penalties are impofed £ov eyery negled u4 
dehA. It » no othcrwik of wy e;Kpe]i& to um owmj^ 

XVL What forts aod pluces of €^£mce are ther^ 
in your government ; and in what condition i 

XVL A imaU battery at HcwJ^crndprx^ OMUMng of 
nine guns, buik and fup^rtfd at thie colony's fi^^^nf^^ 
which is foiall. 

XVII. What number of hodians havie you ; and how 
are they inclined ? 

XVIL There is thirteen hundred and ^iy-^hree } ma- 
ny of them dwell in Englilh firniUies, the V€& in finaQ tribes 
in various places ; they are in peace, good order, and m^ 
dined to kuene&. 

XVin. What is the fircngth of the ne^bi^rii^ lov 
idians ? 

XVIII. No Indians are in the ncaghbourhood of the firft 
fettled part of this Colony ; the Six Hatiow border on the 
lands lying weft of Delaware. 

XIX. What is the revenue ariiing within your govern-- 
ment ; and how is it appropriated and applied ? 

XIX. It arifes from a tax on polU aind l^ateable •d^ate, 
near to fix thouiand pounds ilerHnjg; z Somewhat more- 
than one third part is ajiqxrapriated to thefupport of fchools 
in the feveral towns, for education of children and y^nith : 
The refidue is aj^lied fior the fiipport of government* 

XX. What are the ordinary and extraordinary ^peflk 
fes of your government ? 

XX. The orctinary aimual ezpenfes are joear four thou« 
fand pocmds fterling, exdu£ve of the fchook : therte hatJl 
been no extraordinary expenfes £nce fthe lail war ; the 
burden of that is felt to this day. 

XXL What arc the efiabUihmenta, mil and military, 
within your government ; and by what authority do the 
officers hold their places ? What is the annual value of 
each office, civil and mifitary ? How are they relpeftivcly 
appointed, and who are the prefent pofiefibrs ? 

XXL The civil officers of the colony, are ; the govern- 
or, deputy-governor, and twelve affiftants, annually chofen 
in May, by the freemen of the colony, and take their feve-?- 
ral and refpedtive corporal oaths, according to our royal 
charter : at the iaxne tisie is chofen and fworn a^CQrding 

to 
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to law, a treafurer, and fecretary. By law arc eftabliflied, 
one fupcrior court, whereof is one chief judge, and four 
other judges ; which court is held in each county twice in 
a year : an inferior or county court in each county, where- 
of is one ju'dge, and two or more juftices of the quorum : 
courts of probates in eighteen diftrifts, whereof is one judge 
in each diftrift : juftices of the peace for each county, 
whereof there is one or more in each town : one fheriff, 
and one King's attorney in each county. 

The military officers eftablilhed by law, are ; the gover- 
nor for the time being, is captain-general and commander 
in chief of and over all the military forces within this colo- 
ny J the deputy-governor for the time being, is lieutenant- 
general of the fame : one colonel, one lieiltenant-colonel 
and one major of each regiment : one captain of each train- 
band, and troop of horfe, with fubaltern officers. 

All officers, civil and military, hold their place by com- 
miffion from the governor. 

The governor's falary is jC*3oo lawful money, per ann. 

The deputy-governor's is ^ . i oo. 
• - The treafurer 's is >^. 1 8 o. 

The fecretary's is ;C*^05 with certain perquifites. 

Other civil officers are rewarded for their fervices ac- 
cording to the time they attend the fame. 

All officers, both civil and military, are appointed by 
the governor, council, and reprefentatives, in general 
court affembled. 

The civil officers are appointed annually in May ; the ^ 
military officers from time to time as vacancies happen. 

The names of the prefent civil officers, are as loUowSi 
viz. 

Jonathan Trumbull, Governor, 
Matthew Griswold, Deputy-Governor. 

Affiftants. 
Jabez Hamlin, Abraham Davenport, 

Shubael Conant, William-Samuel Johnfon, 

Elifha Shelden, Jofeph Spencer, 

Eliphalct Dyer, Oliver Wolcott, 

Jabez Huntington^ William Pitkin, 
Roger Sherman, James^Abraham Hillhoufe» 

John 
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John Lawrence, Treafurer, 
George Wyllys, Secretary. 

The Superior Court. 

Mathew Grifwold, Chief Judge. 
Eliphalet Dyer, 
Roger Sherman, t , , 
William Pitkin, > J^^^es^ 

Samuel Huntington, 



Colony of Connecticut. 

At a General Ajfembly of the Governor and Company of the Col* 
ony of Connedicut^ holden at NeW'Haveny on the fecond 
Thurfiiay ofOdloher^ ^774* 

RESOLVED by this Affembly, that his Honour the 
Governor be, and he is hereby defired to cailfe fix: 
hundred copies of the queries from the Secretary ofState, 
dated 5th July, 1773, and the anfwers thereto, prepared bjr 
his Honour, and laid before this Affembly, to be printec^ 
and caufe the fame to be diftributed to the feveral towns in 
this colony, in proportion to their lift of eftates. 

George Wyjllys, Sec'y* 



Some Account of the severe Drought in 1749, 
FROM A MS. OF Mr. James Blake, of Dorchester* 

" nPHIS fummer was the fevereft drought in this coun- 
X try that has ever been known in the memory of 
the oldeft perfons among us. It was a dry fpring ; and 
by the latter end of May the grafs was burnt up, fo that 
the ground looked white : and it was the 6th day of July, 
before any rain (to fpeak of) came. The earth was dried 
like powder to a great depth ; and many wells, fprings, 
brooks, and fmall rivers were dried up, that were never 
known to fail before : and the fifli in fome of the rivers 
died. The paftures were fo fcorched, that there was noth- 
ing green to be feen ; and the cattle waxed poor, and by 
t^eir lowing feemed to call upon their owners for relief 

who 
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who could n6t help them. Althou^ the dty grrafs was 
eaten fo dofe, that there were but a ie^ thin fpires to be 
feen, yet feveral paftures took fire^ and burnt fiercely * 
My pailure took fire near the barn, by a boy's dropping a 
Coal as he was carrying fire to the Water^fide \ and tnough 
there feemed to be fo nttle grais, yet what thete was, by 
the ground's being fo dry, biased and flaihed likegun-^ 
powder, and run very fail along the ground^ and in one 

Elace burnt fome fence : and we were forced to work 
ard to keep it from the barn, and to extingiiiih it ; hav- 
ing the help of fundry men that happened to be htm. It 
foread over about half an acre of ground before we could 
ftop it ; and where there were lumps of co^-dung, it 
Would burn till the whole lump Wis coniumedj and burn 
a hole in the ground ; and we Wete obliged to ufe touch 
water to quench it^ 

. *' There was a great fcalrcity of hay, being but a very 
little cut of the firft crop ; and falt-marfli failed nearly aS 
much as the En^ifh meadow. Engliih hay was theti fol^ 
ibr )C,3 and j^.3-10, dd tetior, per hundred. Barky aa^ 
oiits were fo fHnched, that many had not much more tha.^^ 
their feed again ; and many cut down thck grain, befoH^ 
it was ripe, for fodder, flax almoft wholly railed, as alf^[" 
garden herbs of all forts ; and the Indian corn rolled u] ^ 
and wilted^ And there was a melancholy proiped: of 
greateft dearth that ever was known in this land; 

" In the time of our fears and diftrefs, the goverhmen 
ordered a <ky of publk faiflling atid prayer : and God wa 
gracioufly pleafed to hear and anfwer our petitions in s 
very remarkable manner : for, abcmt the 6th of July, th( 
tourfe of the Weather alt^ed, tod there came fiadh &aifon 
ubk and plentiftil rftins, cis ^te di«a»ged thie iux, of 
is^lh ; and that gra& which we ^neraly coododed 
wholly dead, ^nd co^Id iym CGme agsm under fev 
yeard, wis revived, and t)M:e w^ a gtiod Iboond crop 
mowfaag,it lookifig mcH^e like tbe fpring thaii the iMxm:::^ 
pft4t of the yeier : Mid the Indiilii corci reoorwred, and cfaoci^ 
WHS a vt^y good hartcft. 

^' And ^l^erete it wu^ tlbeu^t, ifi tke JMSL of the yoir, 

that a multitude t^ cstttle iiir«Elb 'dk for wmst of fimd, iofo- 

«»Kh tihat titey fbnt )md Ibtched bay feMn fioghnid \ y« 

God 
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God in his providence ordered us a moderate winter, and 
we were carried comfortably through it, and I did not 
hear of many, if any, cattle that died* But by reafon of fo 
many cattle having been killed oflF laft fall, beef, mutton, 
and butter are now, in May, 1750, very dear. Butter is 
7/6 old tenor pr. lb. 

'' Upon the coming of the rains, and renewing of the 
earth, laft fall, the government appointed a day of public 
thankigiying. 

** ['Hiis fummer, June i8th was faid to be the hotteft 
day that was ever known in the northerly part of 
America.] *' 



Grand Jury's Bill against Mary Osgood. 

Province of the Majfachiifetts-Bay^ ? Anno R. 5ff Regina Gu-- 
in New England^ E£ex^ Jf. 3 ^^^'^^ ^' Maria An^ 

glicey iffc. Quarto. 

Annoq. Domini 1692. 

THE jurors for our fovereign lord and lady, the King 
and Queen, prefent, that Mary Ofgood, wife of Capt. 
John Ofgbod, of Andover, in, the county of Effex, about 
eleven years ago, in the town of Andover aforefaid, wick- 
edly, malicioufly, and felonioufly, a covenant with the 
Devil did make, and figned the Devil's Book, and took 
the Devil to be her God, and confented to ferve and wor- 
fhip him, and was baptized by the Devil, and renounced 
her former Chriftian baptiftn, and promifed to be the 
DeviPs, both body and foul forever, and to ferve him ; by 
which diabolical covenant, by her made with the Devil, 
flic the faid Mary Ofgood is become a deteftable Witch, 
againft the peace of our fovereign lord and lady, the King 
and Queen, their crown and dignity, and the laws in that 
cafe made and provided. 

Billa vera. Robert Page, Foreman. 
Ponitfe. Non cul i^^^found. 
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Biographical Notice of the Rev. James Noybs^ 

FIRST MINISTER OF NeWBURY. 

REVEREND James No yes was born in England, at 
Choulderton, in Wiltfhire, in the year 1608. His^ 
father was a minifter of that town : His mother a fifter of 
the Rev, Robert Parker. 

He had his education, chiefly, under Mr. Thomas Par- 
ker, the fon of Robert • By him he was invited from 
Brazen-nofe college, in Oxford, to aflift' in the care and 
charge of the public fchool at Newbury ; and which they 
kept together until they came into New-JEngland, in 1 634. 

Soon afterwafds they began a fettlement, to which they 
gave the name of Newbury j gathered a church, and Mn 
rarker became the paftor, and Mr. Noyes the teacher. In 
this ftation, Mr. Noyes continued for fomcthing more than 
twenty years. 

His ficknefs was long and tedious, which he bore with 
patience, and even cheerfulnefs, and died Oftober 2 2d, 
1 656, in the 48th year of his age. He left fix fons and two 
daughters, all of whom lived to be married. Two of his 
fons, James and Mofes, were educated at Harvard college ; 
commenced in 165.9, and were fettled in the miniflry in 
Conneiaicut. 

James was paftor of a church in Stonington, and died 
December 30th, in the year 17 19, in the 8ift year of his 
age, and 56th of his miniftry. 

Mofes was paftor of a church iil Lyme. He diad Nov. 
loth, 1729, in the 86th year of his age, after having refid- 
ed with his people 60 years. 



A Description and Historical Account' of the. 

Isles of Shoals. 

Situation.! TPHERE 2ire eight m^mds in the cluf- 

'"* A ter that bears this name, compaftly 
fituated, viz. Hog Ifland, of about 350 acres ; Star Ifland, 
of about 1 50 acres ; Haley' s^ or Smutty-Nofe Ifland, of about 
100 acres. Thefe are the principal, and the only ones that 

are 
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fare habitable. The others are Cedar ^ White^ Londonners^s^ 
Malaga^ and Duck JJlands ; the largeft of which contains 
about eight acres, the fmalleft one acre. They lie nine, 
miles S. E. of Portfmouth light-houfe, (N. H.) and 21 N. £• 
of the light-houfes at Newburyport. N. Lat. 42**. 59' •W^ 
Long, from London, 70°. 30'. The line, which divides 
New-Hamplhire from Maine, paffes between th^fe iflands^ 
leaving Haley* s^ Hog, Duck, Cedar and Malaga ifles, on the 
JN. E. in Maine ; and the others on the S. W. in New- 
Hampftiire.* Some have entertained the idea, that thefc 
iflands, at fome former period, joined to fome of the points 
or bluffs, that projeft from the main, near Hampton. The 
Rev. Mr. Tuck was of this opinion.! 

Discovery.] Thefe iflands were difcovered by the cel- 
ebrated Capt. John Smith, in 1614, and by him named 
Smithes IJles.. For reafons unknown to the writer, they 
Ihortly after obtained their prefent name. The deed given 
by the Indian fagamores to John Wlieelright and others, 
in 1629, includes " the IJles of Shoals^ fo called by the Eng- 
iifh.'^t 

Harbour.] The only fecure harbour in thefe iflands 
is Haley's, which opens to the S. W. having Haley's ifland 
S. E. Malaga N. W. a wall, built by Mr. Pajiey, between 
70 and 80 paces in length, on the N. E. This little, well 
flieltered harbour is or great importance, not only to the 
fifliermen of thefe iflaiids, but to merchant veflels coming 
on this coaft, who, not infrequently, have been obliged to 
put into the Shoals, i^ diftrefs. Many lives and much 
property have been faved by means of this harbour, and the 
timely and humane exertions of thefe hardy iflanders. 
The wall, which fecures this harbour, is in a fl:ate of decay. 
The enterprifing proprietor is unable tp make the neceflary 
repairs. The fecurity and enlargement of this harbour is 
an 

. * In Governor Wentworth's commiifion of 1764, the boundaries of 
New-Hampfliire are defcnbed in part as follows : " And by a dividing 
line, parting the IJles of Shoals 9 and running through the middle of the 
harbour between the faid iflands to the fea, on the fouth-eafterly fidey 
the fouth-wefterly part of faid Iflands, to be accounted part of our pro# 
vince of New-Hampfliire.'* The above line meets the fouth line of 
New-Hampfliire, at a point a few miles eaftward of the Shoals. 

f MS. Letter of Judge Sewall to the author. 

X See Belknap's Diftory, vol. |. Ap. p. 2. 




244 Defcription of the I/les of Shoals, 

an objeft which deferyes the attention of the public. Thcfc 
iflands are conveniently fituated for the finuggling trade ; 
and unlels fome meafures be taken by the government of 
the United States, to prevent it, by eftablilhmg a free port 
here, or making it a place of ftrength, it may be ufccl for 
that purpofe.f 

Face of the Islands, fee.] Thefe iflandshave adrea- 
iy and inhofpitable appearance, and but for their advanta- 
geous fituation for carrying on the fiflieries, would proba- 
bly never have been inhabited. They are a bed of rods, 
raifing their disjointed heads above the water. The gr^eat- 
cr part of their furface is covered with a thin foil, yidding 
griUs fufficient to fupport, during the fummer suid autumn, 
twenty or thirty cows, and about 150 fheep. The flii 
jraifed here are ufually killed before winter. Nearly h; 
the fward, on Star Ifland, has, within a few years, been cut 
up by the neceffitous inhabitants, dried and burnt, inftead 
of more folid fuel. 

Upon aU the iflands there are chafms in the rocks, feve- 
ral yards wdde, and from one to ten deep, occafioned, if we 
inay judge from appearances, by fome violent earthquake. 
In fome places, acres of rock are broken ojBF from the reft of 
the ifland ; and through the cracks or guts, the water, at 
high tides and in ftorms, ruflies in torrents. The mc& 
remarkable of thefe chafms is on the S. E. point of Star 
ifland, in which is a place, where, tradition fays, one Betty 
Moody fecreted hetfelf when the Indians vifited the ifland, 
and carried off" many female captives, and thence called, to 
this day, '^ Betty Moodfs hok^^^ Others fay ihe was drown- 
ed here. 

Climate.] The worthy Mr. Tuck ufed to fay, that, 
in the winter feafon, the weather at the Shoals was " a 
thin under waifl:coat warmer, than in the fame parallel of 
latitude on the main.'' ' About a century ago, the ice ex- 
tended from Star to Hog ifland. In January, 1 697, the men 
were obliged to cut the ice, in order to get their fliallops 

into 

•«- I . ■ ■ ■ . . ■■■.■- » 

f In 1766, the town of Gofport (Star Ifland) voted to petition thfc 
General Court of Ncw-Hampfhire for a lottery to build a pier in the 
cove before the town.* What became of this petition is not known. 
A pier was afterwards begun, but never finifhed. It is a work modi 
wanted in that place. * Town Records. 



,4 

Dejiripticn of th^ IJles of Shoak. 245 ■* 

into the cove.* As will eafily be fuppofed, the weather i$ 
very bleak here in winter, but it is delightftiily cool and 
j&lubrious in fum'mer, and at all feafons very healthfiiL 
i^mklft all the exposures neceilary to their occupation, the 
inhabitants have feldom need of a phyfician ; and no one 
of this profcflion has lived on the ifland for more than 
twenty years.t The inhabitants are not remarkable for 
longevity* A confiderable number perifh at fea. *' In 
1632, a fifluilg Ihallop at the Ifle of Shoals was overfet/*J 
JViany boats and men were deftroyed by a violent N. E* 
fiorm in February, 1695 ; and the year following, fix or 
feven boats were taken by the French, § In the winter of 
J 80 1, afifldng fchooner, with all her hands, was loft in 
the £tme way. Such accidents have very frequently hap- 
pened to the inhabitants of thefe ifles ; but we have not 
dates or particulars of thefe events. 

Productions.] Thefe iflands lie in common, except a 
few fmall inclofures for ^rdens and mowing ground ; the 
former yielding to their proprietors a fcanty fupply of 
roots, and other garden ftuflF for fummer ; the latter from 
about three to fijc tons of hay.jl A few willows and lom-. 
bardy poplars, planted by the inhabitants, are the only 
trees on thefe iflandis. WTiortlerberries, choak-plums, and 
a fpw cranberries, are found on Hog and Haley's ifles. 

Water.] There are no firefti-water ftreams on thefe 
iflands, and but one perennial fpring, which is on Hog ifl- 
and.^ The wells, which are rare, are none of them more 
than twelve feet deep, generally lefi. The clouds fiirnifh 
the 

* Kelley's Journal MS. 

f The phyficians of Foitfmouth have ufually attended the fick on 
thejfe ifles. 

X Winthrop*s Journal, p* 37# 
j Kelley's Journal. 

II A woman, by the name of Pujley^ died on Star ifland about tho 
year' 1795, iicarly 90 years old. In her life time (he kept two cows. 
The hay, on which they fed in winter,. (he ufed to cut in fummer, 
nmong the rocks, with a knife ^ with her own hands. She ufually col- 
lected in this way about half a ton. Her cows, it was remarked, were 
always in excellent order. They were taken from her, and paid for, by 
the Britifh, about the year 1775, ^^^ killed, to the no fmall grief of the 
good old woman. Tbe beef was pronounced to be of the very beft 
l^ind. 

^ See the petition of Cutts^ &c. under another bead. 
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the inhabitants with the greater part -of their water for 
domdtic ufes. 

Fort.] On the weft point of Star ifland, on an emi- 
nence, are the ruins of a fmall fort, which was defended 
formerly by nine cannon, four-pounders. This fort was 
difmantlcd at the commencement of the late war, and 
the cannon carried to NewburypoFt. 

Population.] For more than a century previous to 
the American revolutionary war, thefe iflands, coniiderine 
their fize and fituation, were populous, containing from 
three to fix hundred fouls. On Hog ifland, which is now 
without an inhabitant, there w^re between twenty and 
thirty fiimilies, who, in general, were good livers. In fo 
profpcrous a ftate were thefe iflands formerly, that gentle^ 
men, from feme of the principal towns on the fea coaft, 
fent their fens here for literary inftruftion. They had a 
court -houfe on Haley's ifland ; a mecting-houfe, firft on 
Hop; ifland, and afterwards on Star ifland. This ifland, 
under the j.uriidi6lion of New-Hampfliire» was ere&ed in. 
to a town, by the name of Gofport^ (at fome former peri- 
od called Appkdorc)^ which was organized with the proper 
officers, and its political concerns managed with great 
propriety. But it was found that thefe iflands a£forded 
fuftenance, and recruits, to the enemy, early in the war ; 
in confequence, the inhabitants were ordered to quit the 
iflands. In obedience to government, the greater part of 
the people difperfed into the feaport towns along the coaft, 
and moft of them never after returned. About twenty 
families removed to Old- York, where their defcendants 
now live. The few who remained, four or five families 
excepted, have been a miferable fet of beings, extremely 
poor, dirty, and wicked. In the autumn or 1800, there 
were but eighteen families on all thefe iflands, fifteen on 
Star, and three on Haley's ifland^ containing in all 112 
fouls. Thefe iflands, being probably the beft fituation for 
carrying on the fiflieries in America, if the patronage of 
government could be extended to them, and a few men 
of capital, induftry and integrity were to eftablifli them- 
felves here, might furnifli employment, fupport, and even 
^ affluence, 

f In 1728, Go/port paid into the treafury of New-Hanipfliir< 
^.16-00-4, as her proportion of a tax of ;^. 1000. 
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Tkffluence, to 600, or even 1000 people ; and be an excel"' 
lent nurfery for feamen to man our infant navy. 

Present state or these Islands.] At the dofe of 
the year 1800, there were, on Haley's ifland, three decent 
dwelling-houfes, occupied by Mr. Haley, an ingenious and 
refpeftable old gentleman, of feventy-dfix, and his twa 
fons, with their families. In thefe three families were 
twenty foxils. Mr. Haley has expended , a handfome for- 
tune in erefting the expenfive wall before mentioned, 
wharves^ and other ufeful works. Among thefe are ar 
wind-mill, rope-walk, 270 feet long, falt-works, erefted 
before the war, a bsJce-houfe, brewery, diftiUery, built ia 
1783, and a blackfmith's and cooper's fliop. Thefe works, 
ki confequence of the unprofperous ftate of thefe ifland&» 
are all going to decay* 

On Star ifland, are eleven dwelEng-boufes, if they may 
be fo called. Four excepted, they appear to be, of all a- 
bodes of human beings, the moft loathfome. In the fall 
of 1 800, by the hand of charity, they received fome flight 
repairs. laterfperfed among thefe, are ten other buildings 
for curing and ftoring fifti. . 

FisHEki^s.] Before the war, when the iflands were m 
a flourifliing fiate^ there were annually caught here, and 
cured for the market, from three to four thoufand quintal* 
of fifli. At that time, feven or eight fchooners, befidea 
boats, were employed in this bufinefs ; and fome ufed to 
extend their fifliing voyages to the banks of Newfound- 
laiid.r 

About the year* 1730, and afterwards, the fiflieries oa 
thefe iflands increafed to that degree, that three or four 
fliips ufed to load here, annually, with winter and fpring 
merchantable fifli, for Bilboa, in Spain, and fmafler veflels 
for other places. Befides, a large quantity of cod and 
fcale fifli were carried to Portfinouth, for the Weft-India 
market.* 

The ufual drink of the fifliermen, at that period, was a 

liquor which they called bouncey compofed of two thirds 

Jpruce beer and one third wine. But, in a cdurfe of years, • 

they graduaUy left oflF the ufe of this wholefome drink, 

and fubftituted in its place, ardent fpirits, which has beert 

a principal 

♦ MS. letter from C. Chauncey, Efq. 
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% principal mean of the lamentable degeneracy of tlicfe 

peoplc.t 

Whale-boats, only, are now employed in this fifliery. 
In the autumn of 1800, 13 boats, 10 owned on Star, aoad 
three on Haley's ifland, belonged to thefe iilanders. From 
a thoufand to fifteen hundred quintals of fiih axe caueht 
here annually ; froni 100 to 250 quintals of which are what 
is called winter or dumb Jijh. In the winter and ^ring oi 
1800, when bait was plenty, and the feafon £ivourahle^ 
about 300 quintals of winter fiih were taken ; in. 17889 
when bait was fcarce, and the feafon bad, only thirty-five 
quintals were caught. 

The winter or dumb fifli are thought, by the fiflicrinen, 
to be a '^ fairer, larger, and thicker fim/' thaa tho^caugk 
in the fame places m fummer* This di&rence may pfo- 
bably be fatisfaftorily accounted for, from the diffe»ciice 
in the feafon of the year. The winter and fummer fifli 
are doubtlcfs of the fame fpecies. They are cured aHb in 
the fame manner, except that the former, on account of 
the cdldnefs of the weather, require Icfs fidt. The trouUe 
of taking and curing the winter fiih is much greater than 
of the fummer, becaufe the days are fhorter, and the fea- 
fon unjBsivourable for drying them. The hardfliips endur- 
ed in taking the winter fiih are inconceivable by aS but 
eye witneffes. In fummer, the fiihing is carried on chiefly 
in the^ night. 

The following is the procefs of making the -fiih. 

The fiih, in the firil place, are thrown from the boats 
in piles on the ihore. The cutter then takes them and cuts 
their throats, and rips open their bellies. In this ftate be 
hands them to the header^ who takes out the entraSs, (idk- 
taching the livers, which are preferved for the fake of the* 
oil they contain) and breaks oflF their heads. Tht fplitter 
then takes out the back-bone, and fplits them comfdetdly 
open, and hands them to the falter^ who falts and piles 
them in bulk, where they lie from ten to twenty hours, 
as is moft convenient. The fhoremen and the women 
then wafh and fpread them on the flakes. Here they • re- 
SFiain three or four weeks, according to the weather ; dur* 
ing which time they are often turned, pifed in fe^ots^ 

and 

t MS. letter from C. Chauncey, Efq, 



Defcription of the IJles of Shoals. CL^g 

:iind then fpread again, till they are completely cured for 
the market. 

The winter or dumb fifli lie from ten to fourteen days 
in fait, and are very carefully dried, and fecured in bad 
weather. The feafon for catching and curing thefe fifh is 
from February to May, as the weather will allow. 

The haddock and hake (thete is a great refemblance 
between thefe filhes) are caught in fummer and fall, dur- 
ing the night. They lie in pickle from twelve to thirty- 
fix hours, and then are dry falted ; after which they are 
fpread upon the flakes ; and in good weather, their cure 
is completed in a week. 

The fifli of all kinds, made on thefe iflands, have the 
preference in market, and command a higher price. ^ The 
dumb fifh is confumed chiefly in Ne\C^-England, and is con- 
fidered, by connoifleurs in fifli, the beft in the world. Its 
price is from fix to ten dollars a quintal. 

The hake is fhipped to the Weft-Indies, to Spain, &c. 
The price at the Shoals is commonly about two dollars a 
quintal. The foring fifh, which is next in quality to the 
dumb fifh, is ufiially fent to Madeira. The fummer cod- 
fifh, called Jamaica fifh, which goes to the Weft-Indies, is 
about three dollars a quintal. 

From the year 1754, to 1771, it appears from the re- 
cords, that the falary of the Rev. Mr. Tucke was paid him 
in merchantable winter fifh, a quintal a man. There were 
from eighty to a hundred men then on thefe iflandls ; and 
a quintal of fifh was eftimated at a guinea. His falary 
was confidered, in his fituation, as one of the moft valu- 
able, at that time, in New-England. 

Miscellanies, historical and humorous.] Mr. 
William Pepperetl^ and a Mr. Gibbons^ from Topfham, in the 
weft of England, two refpeftable gentlemen, were among 
the firft fettlers at the Shoals. For a year or two they car- 
ried on the fifherfes in this place. They foon found it too 
limited for their views, and concluded to remove to fome 
part of the main. To determine them whither they fhould 
go, they fet up each a ftick, and left them to fall as Provi-^ 
dence fliould dired. PeppercWs fell N. W. Gibbo?is's fell to- 
wards the N. E. Each purfued, with enthufiafm, the 
?:ourfe his ftick pointed him ; and the former eftabliflied 
1 1 [r^?/. vii.} hijnfelf 
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himfelf at the mouth of Pifcataway river ; the latter is 6M 
to have obtained a grant of the trad, fince caUed the W/t/ao 
Patent.*' 

The following curious petition, &c. with the annexed 
remarks, wdre haiided to the writer of the foregoing, by 
the Hon. David SewaH, Efq. of York'^ 

** The hudible petition of Richard Qutt arid — '^^ Cutting^Jbew- 
etb^ That John Renotds^ contrary to an ^ft in court, that nb 
women Jbail live upon the IJle of Shoals, hath brpurfit his wife 
thither, with an intention there to live and abide ; and 
hath alfo brought upon Hog Ifland, a great ftokJc of goat$ 
and hogs, which doth not only fpcnle and defiroy iniich fifli, 
to the great damage 6f feveral others, and Iftrewife many 
of your petitioners ; but alfo doth fpo3e thefpring of water 
that is on that ifland, by making it unfit or ferviceable for 
any manner of ule, which is the only relief and Jujlenaiice (fall 
the reji of the ijlands. Your petitioners, therefore, pray that 
the feid Ren olds may be ordered to remove his faid goats 
and fwine from the iflands forthwith. Alfo that the ad of 
court, before mentioned, may be put in execution, to the 
removal of all women from inhabiting there ; and your peti- 
tioners mall pray, &c/* 

Order (f Court on the above. 
^ ^?V^lereas, by the abovementioned requeft, the general 
complaint of the chief of the filhermen, and others, of the 
Ifle of Shoals, that it is a great annoyance and prejudice 
for Mr. John Renolds to keep his fwine and goats at the 
Ifle of Shoals ; it is by mutual confent of this court cSrder- 
ed, that Mr, Renolds fliall, within twenty days, remove 
his fwine. and goats, that he hath at Hog Ifland, 6rom 
thence, or any of thofe iflands, that are'inhabited with 6fh- 
ermen. And as for the removal of his wife, it is thought fit, 
if no further complaint come againfl: heTyJhe may as yet en^ 
Joy the company of her hufband. Dated the 20th of Oft. 1 647.** 

I 

Why a refolve or ordinance fliould have been itiade to 
prevent the refidence of women at the Shoals, is left to con- 
iefture. That there was, in faft, fuch a refolve, (although 
It is not to be found on record,) feems to be recognizeil 
by the court, in their order on Cutt and Cutting's petition 
♦ MS. totcr from C. Chauucey, Efq, againil 



Defci::iptiQn of the 1/les <f Sboafu ' z$l 

againft Renolfk. Perhaps fome women of iQofe morals l^ad 
pccafionally gone thither, and difturbcd the inhabUantjj ; 
a reprcfentation of which to the legiilature (who, poncierned 
for the morals of the people, appear to have exercifed fome 
extraordinary powers on certain occafions) may have in- 
duced them to pafe fuch a refolvct On the records oF 
jVIaine, is a precept from the court to a conftable of Saqo, 
to forbid a certain man, who was reported to be a married 
man, and to have left his wife in England, from paying hi$ 
addreiSes to a widow woman, or even ta go into her qomi- 
)any ; and upon his perfifting, after fuch potice, to carry 
dm before a m^iftrate, to give bonds to comply with the 
order. 

While* Mr. Brocjk reiidcd at the Shoals, he perfuaded the 
people to enter into an agreement, that, beJGiaes the Lord's* 
day, they would ipcnd one day in every month together, 
in the worfhip of God. On a certain day, which, by theijr 
^^reement, was to be devoted to the exercifes of re}igion> 
the fiihermen came to Mr. Brock, and requefted that they 
might put by their meeting that day, and go a fiflxing, be- 
caufe they had loft many days by the JFoulnefe of the wea* 
ther. He pointed out to them the impropriety of theijr 
requeft, and endeavoured to convince them that it would 
be far better for them to ftay at home and worfhip God, 
according to their agreement, than to go a fifliing. Not- 
withflanding his remonftrances, however. Jive only con- 
fented to ftay at home, and thirty determined to go. Up- 
on this, Mr. Brock addreffed them thus : ** As for you, 
** who are determined to negled your duty to God, and 
*' go a fiihing, I fay unto youj catch fijh if you can. But as for 
" you, who win tarry and worfhip the Lord Jefus Chrifi, 
I will pray unto him for you, that you may cc^tclijijh till 
you are weary ^ Accordingly the thirty who went from the 
meeting, with all their fkill, caught, through the whole 
day, \y\yX.four fifhes ; while the^-i;^, who tarned and atten- 
ded divine fervice, afterwards went out and caught five 
hundred* 

" A filherman, who had with his boat been very help- 

* This ftory is related from Maljier's Magnalia, as " credibly atteft^ 
ed>" by the Rev. Mr. .Fitch^ of Portfmouth, in a fermoa preached 9t 
the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Tuckc, July a 6, lyji. 
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ful to carry people over a river for the worfliip of Godj 
on the Lord's-day, in the Ifles of Shoals, loft his boat in a 
ftorm. The poor man lamented his lols to Mr. Brock, 
who told him, " Go home, honeft man, I will mention the 
matter to the Lord ; you will have your boat againft to- 
morrow/' Mr. B. now confidering of what confequence, 
this matter, that feemed fo fmall otherwife, might be a- 
mong the untraceable fifliermen, made the boat an article 
of his prayers ; and behold, on the morrow, the poor 
man came to him rejoicing that his boat was found ; the 
anchor of another veffel, that was undefignedly caft upon 
it, having ftrangely brought it up, from the unknown 
bottom, where it had been funk.'* * 

During the miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Moody at the 
Shoals, one of the fifhing (hallops, with all hands on 
board, was loft in a N. £• ftorm in Ipfwich bay. Mr. 
Moody, anxious to improve this mdancholly event, for 
the awakening of thofe of his hearers, who were expofed 
to the like difafter, addreffed them in the following lan- 
guage, adapted to their occupation and underftanding : 
** Suppofing, my brethren, any of you fhould be taken 
fliort m the bay, in a N. E. ftorm, f your hearts trembling 
with fear, and nothing but d^ath before you, whither 
would your thoughts turn ? what would you do ?'* — 
** What would I do,'* replied one of thefe hardy fens of 
Neptune, " why I fiiould immediately hoift the forefail 
and feud away for Squam/' | 

At a time when the famous Low and other pirates in- 
fefted the American coaft, they proved very troublefome 
to the fifliermen at the Shoals, though they could obtain 
but little booty from them. One of thefe fifliermen, 
(Charles Randall) with others, were taken by them, and 
having no property, thefe barbarous pirates whipped them 
with much feverity ; after which they faid to them, *' You 
know old Dr. Cotton Mather, do you V — " Yes," they 

replied, 

■ ■ '■■ ■ '1 ■ " ■■•■■■ I.. . .. ■ . — . . 

* Mather's Magnalia. 

\ It muft be noted, that when thefe fifliermen are overtaken in the 
bay, beftween Cape Ann and the Shoals, in a N. E. ftorm, and the wind 
is fo violent, that they cannot carry fail fo as to beat in againd it, 
Squam harbour, on the north fide of Cape Ann, is their dernier refort* 

% C. Chauncey's MS. ^tter. 
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replied, " we have heard of him as a very good man.*' 
** WeU, then/^ faid the pirates, " our orders are to make 
each of you jump up three times, and to fay each time, 
*' Curfe Parfon Mather^** otherwife you are afl to be hang- 
ed." To lave their lives, they all complied. This infor- 
mation the writer of the letter had from Randall himfelf.f 

A worthy deacon, reading the foUowing line in the old 
verfion of the Pfalms, 

" And I know more than all the Ancients do" — 
read, by miftake, thus, 

" And I know more than all the Indians do"— 
one of the affembly, who had 'more wit than piety, ac- 
quainted with the craftinefs and fhrewdnefs of Indians, role 
and addreffed the good deacon, in a loud voice, " If you 
do, you are a plaguy cunning man."| 

At an early penod after the fettlement of thefe illands, 
tradition lays, that a houfe, belonging to a Mr. Tucker^ lit- 
uated on the rocks near the water, on Haley -s illand,* dur. 
ing a violent ftorm, was vsraflxed from its foundation, and 
carried entire to Cape Cod, where it was taken up, and a 
box of linen, papers, &c. t^en out of it, by which it was 
difcovered whence it came. The family had juft jtime to 
efcape before the houfe went oflF. 

History.] Thefe iflands, as has been already mention^ 
ed, were difcovered as early as 16 14. The convenience 
of their fituation for carrying on the filheries, which was 
a principal object of the firft fettlers, induced them to fix 
on thefe iflands as a place of their firft fettlement. Among 
the firft inhabitants were the refpeftable names of Pepper- 
ell and Gibbons ; the former an anceftor of the celebrated 
Sir William Pepperell. The firft fettlers of thefe ifl- 
ands were a religious people, and felt the importance of 
having the worfliip of God regularly maintained among 
them. And it is remarkable, that till the year 1775 there 
was a conftant fucceffion of preachers of the word on thele 
iflands, though none of them, except Mr. Tucke, was or- 
dained to the .paftoral oflSce in this place. 

Sometime before the year 1641, the inhabitants of thefe 
iflands erefted a meeting-houfe on Hog ifland j and at this 

period 

t C. Chauncey's letter. % Ibid. 

* The fpot where it ftgod b now fhewn. • . * 
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period the Rev. Mr. Hull was their miniiler ;t he wa» 

Eobahly the firft who preached on thde iflands. When 
: began his miniftry here, what "^f^zs his charaAer, and at 
what time he died or removed, is unknown. 

About the year 1650, the Rev. John Brock was invited 
to take the paftoral charge of the people on thefe ifle^. 
This worthy man came ever to America when a youth, 
about the year 1637 ; fix years after he entered Harvard 
College ; and in 1 648 commenced a preacher of the gofpel, 
firft at Rowley^ then he preached at thefe iflands, till the 
year 1662, when he removed to Reading, where he con- 
tinued to minifter in holy things till June, 168S, when he 
died, in the 68th year of his age.^ He was a pious youtli> 
a good man, a laborious minifter, preaching not only oa 
the fabbath, but frequent ledures to the members of the 
church, and to young people. Thefe extraordinary reK- 
gious exercifes, he confidered as means of rendering h^ 
puUic labours efiedual to the people of his charge. He 
%^rzB faithful and diligent in his paftoral vi^ ; and from 
bis haf^y talent in converfation, he made them inftpu^ve 
and ufdFul. So rem^kable w^ he for his piety and hc^« 
ne&, that it was faid of him, by an eminent and venerable 
divine,! that ^' he dwelt a3 near heaven as any ttian upon 
earth.** Like the martyr Stephen, he was " a man full of 
feith and of the Holy Gioft.'* Several remarkable fiories» 
Ibme of which are ^' credibly attefted,** illuftrative of his 
great piety, and of the efficacy of his prayers, are recorded 
by Dr. Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia. Some of thefe are 
related under another head. 

After the removal of Mr. Byock, the Rev. Mr. Bdkher^ 
a ** worthy and excellent naan,*'* preached for fome tim^ 
to the peoj^e on thefe iflands. 

It was about this time that the inhabitants on Hog ifl* 
and, either through fear of the Indians, who frequented 
Duck ifland, and thence made their plundering 4excurfi.ons 
upon them, and carrying into captivity their women, while 
they were abroad, a fiflung, or from fome other caufe, de- 
ferted that ifland, and removed to Star Ifland, as a place 

of 

f Neil's Hillory of New-England, vol. I. pa|;e 196. 

X Rev. Mr. J. Mitt^Il, of Cambridge. ; , - ^ 

* Mr. Fitch's fermos^ hcksct z»«o(iQli^« 1 
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of greater fafety. Here they erefted a new tneetihg-houfe, 
28 oy 48 feet, with a.b€ffl ; and feme ytears afterwsffds (ill 
1706) invited Mr* Moody, a native of Salisbury, Maflach)i« 
fctts, to be their miniiler. He was a man of piety, and a 
pathetic and uieful preadier, uid remained here till 17339 
when he left the S^oals^ and ibttled as aichodUmafter at 
^Hampton, a3tfd afterw»ds at Newfyuryport, where he cfied 
of an apoplexy, April 17, 1768, aged 82 years. To hixn 
fucceeded the Rev. John Tucke, who commenced his 
minifterial labours at the Shoals about the year 1730. la 
Dedember of the following year, they gave him a unani- 
mous call to fettle among them in the work of the minit 
try, and offered him a very generous fupport.* 

Mr. 



"^^ 



* The following extradts horn the town records of Star ifland, alias 
Go/port, are infcrted as highly honorary to the 'chara^er of thofe con^ 
cemed in the tranfa^ons recorded. 

1 73 1. The freeholders, being legally warned, met on the 13th (if 
December, 1731, and ananimoufly cfaofe Rev. John Tookef to be their 
minifleik 

They voted to give him a falary of j^.iio, money or bills of credit, 
£0 long as it (hall pleafe God to continue him among us in the work of 
the miniftry, nem. con. Voted to p&y Mr. Tooke two thirds of fait 
f^ary by the laft of May, annually ; and one third by the laft. of 
September. 

Voted, to giv€ Mr. Tooke £^^0 in moaey, by the laft of May next, 
towards building him a houfe, if he choofe to build a houfe himfelfr^ 
but in cafe he fhould hereafter remove, Mr. Tooke to give to the iri- 
habitants the refufal of purcbaiing the boi^e, ^skdto id>ate.j^.5:Q inHto 
price. 

£N. B. This houfe was taken down by Mr. Tooke'sfon^Iaw^ aad 
carried to O. York, about the year 1780.] 

Voted to £he Mr. T. a convenient place to fet his houfe upon, and a 
garden fpot, where he may choofe. 

[N. B. This was on the top of die hill, near the meeting-houfe, and 
is ftill referved as aparfonage lot.] 

Voted, to proceed to the ordination of Mr. Tooke, at a xronvexaont 
time in the fpring, in cafe of his acceptance of our call. 

1732. jipnl22>th. The freeholders of the town of Gbfport, alias 
Star ifland, at a legal meeting, renewed their call to Mr. 'tooke, and 
confirmed their former offer of fupport, with the addition, o5* T^a^-as 

. the value of money fhall fall, we will make the aforcfatd one hundred 
ai\d ten pounds as good as it now is, and will be rep.dy to enlarge lUj 
(alary as his circuinftances fhall require, and pur pwii . aB 
fAn honourable evidejiqe c^thfiir '4iQ>ofitiQn to ■'dajuftice.^ 

■■• - ■■■, ■ • • ' -*"' - 'VotcJff, 

t The true fpelling of this naifte is Tueh. 
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Mr. Tucke was ordained to the work of the miniftry, 
with the unanimous confent of the people, being the fim 
and only minifter of the gofpd who was ordained to the 

paftoral 

Voted, that Mr. T's falary Ihould begin the i ft day of 0<aober laft. 

Voted, that we will give the Rev. John Tooke a conftant contribution 
during his miniftry among us ; the money that (hall be marked ihall go 
towards his falary ; and, the money that ihall not be marked, (hall 
be given. 

Voted, that we will give Mr. Tooke the privilege of keeping one 
cow on the abovefaid idand. 

The 26th of the next July was fixed for the ordination, provided the 
weather fhould permit the people on fhore to come over ; if not, the 
firft fuitable time after. 

Voted, that the 13 th day of July next, be obferved as a day of faft- 
ing and prayer, to beg God's bleiUng on the afikir of fettling a minifter 
among us. 

A committee was appointed to make provifion for carrying into c& 
feft the foregoing votes. 

[N. B. Mr. Thomas Lambert was appointed to record thefe votes. 
They are in a very neat hand-writing, well fpelt, and corre<ft in compo- 
ikion. The whole proceedings remarkably regular.] 

Letter to the Reverend John Tooke. 

The freeholders and inhabitants of Star ifland, alias Gofport, aflem- 
bled at the meeting-houfe> on faid illand, this 28th day of April, wifh- 
ing health. 
Sir, 

We at this meeting have voted and agreed to fundry things, which, 
by the enclofed, you will be acquainted with. Mr. Andrew Chace, fen. 
and Mr. Samuel Emmery, are a committee to bring your anfwer to 
this meeting, that we may proceed farther, as to what is neceflary and 
remaining. We beg you will fend your anfwer as foon as poftible', be- 
ing all waiting. We remain your moft humble fervants, 

John Michamere,'% 
IVm. Mfchamere, > Seledmen. 
Amhrofe D9*wns^ j 
Answer. 
To the freeholders and inhabitants of Star ifland, alias Gofport, this 
28th day of April, affembled at the meeting-houfe on faid ifland. 

Brethren, 
It is fome time fince you called me to the work of the miniftry 
among you ; to which call, by reafon of many difcouragemeitts, and 
withal the very heavy ftroke of Divine Providence, which has befallen 
me among you, has deferred my anfwer till this time ; and now, by 
the committee fent to me by you, I underftand that ycju have both re- 
newed that call, and confirmed former offers ; and alfo hoping that 
there is a profped of doing good among you, I, relying on the ftrength 

of 
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paftoral office in this place.* Among the minifters, whp 
affifted at his ordination, was the Rev. Samuel Moody, of 
York, who, in the courfe of the ordination fervice, ufed 
the following pertinent expreffions : " Good Lord, thou 
haft founded a church here upon a rock j may the gates 
of hell never prevail againft it.t 

Thefe iflands, in former times, were in a very^ refpeft- 
able and flourifhing ftate. The ^inhabitants were induftri- 
ous, prudent^ temperate, and regular and decent in their 
attendance on the inftitutions of religion. They had ma* 
giftrates and other officers annually chofen by the people, 
to execute their wholefome laws and regulations, and to 
maintain order and peace in the fociety.f The inhabit- 
ants were refpeftful, kind, and generous to their ihinifter ; 
and confidering the nature of their employment, and their 
confequent habits, they dwelt together in a good degree of 
^armony. Such appears to have been the profperous and 
happy ftate of the inhabitants of thefe iflands, particularly 
during the miniftry of Mr. Tucke. This good man died, 
deeply and univerfally lamented, on the 1 2th of Auguft, 
1773 } having buried his wife two months before. They 



" v/ere 



of divine grace, accept of your call to me. But, brethren, I muft fay 
to you as in 1 Cor. 9, I4» So i^ath the Lord ordained that they <which 
preach the oofpeU Jhould live of the gofpeU The fame i.expe<5t amongfl: 
you. I denre your prayers for me. In praying for me, you will pray 
for yourfelves. The Apoftle fays, ift of TheflTalonians, 5. 25; Breth* 
rerij pray for ur. And I hope that my poor prayers will be to God for 
you. I hope to fay with the Apoftle, Col. 1.9. I do not ceafe to pray 
for yoa^ and to dejire that ye might Be filed ivith the knonnledge of his luill 
in all luifdom andfpiritual uhderjianding. 

1 am yours to ferte in the gofpel, 

Gofport^ April 2% \*]li. John Tooke. 

Voted, that every fall of the year, when Rev. Mr. John Tooke has 
his wood to carry home, every man who will not come, that is abk to 
come, fhall pay forty ihillings old tenor. 

* Mr. Fitch's Sermon, preached from Matth. iv. 19. at his ordina* 
tion. 

:|: Judge Sewall's letter to the author. 

+ Their records inform, that the following officers w^ere annually. 
chofen : A moderator, three feledmen, a conftable, town-clerk, two 
tything-paen, two cullers of fifli, and two corders of wood. 

Kk {Vol. Mii.1 
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^ were lovely and pleafant in their fives, and in their deathi 
they were not divided.*' 

Mr. Tucke was a man of an afiaUe and amiable di^^bfr 
tion^ of eafy and polite manners, of htiml)le and unaffeded 
piety, of diligence and fidelity in the fcrvice of the minify 
try. He was " given to hofpitafity, and apt to teadh.'* 
In hiftory and ge^ography he was eminendy learned, hc» 
yond moft of his cotemporaries. * He afled in the douHc 
capacity of phyfician of body and of fonlr In imitation of 
his Divine Mafter, he went about doing good among aH 
dafles of the people of his charge, and his labours were not 
in \^in in the Lord. Under his nurtilring, pafioral Gfi?e ; 
his people increafed in numbers and in wealth, in knowl- 
edge, piety and refpeftabiiity.. Few parilhes in New-Eng- 
land, at this period, gave a more generous fiipport to their 
minifter, and few congregations were more conftant and 
exemplary in their attendance on public worfhip. Sudi is 
the account of the charafter of this venerable man, and of 
the fruits of his labours, which I have received from many 
aged and refpeftable people, who were perfonally acquaint- 
ed with him. 

Shortly after the death of Mr. Tucke, the Rev. Jeremi- 
ah Shaw was invited to preach on thefe iflands, and here 
he remained, for the greater part of the time, till the dif- 
perfion of the inhabitants in 1775. The troubles occa- 
fioned ' by the war, with fome other caufes, prevented his 
fettling here, agreeably to the wifhes of the people. 

Since this period, fo fmall have been tlie numbers, and 
fo impoveriflied the circumftances of thefe iflanders, that 
they have not had the ability, and, by degrees, have loft 
the difpofition, to fupport the ordinances of religion. The 
laws and regulations, by which their fathers were govern- 
ed, and which were means of preferving order and har- 
mony in their litde commonwealth, were laid aiide. The 
people neglefted the annual choice of town oflBicers. They 
nad no regular fchools for the education of their children. 
The fabbath was neglefted and profaned. In confequence 
of thefe deviations from the " old paths and good ways** 
of their fathers, the people rapidly degenerated, llie 
vices of curfing and fwearing, drunkennds, quarrelling, 
and difobedience to parents, became^ in an awful degree^ 

prevalent* 
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preyaknt. The people have gpown i^ u a gFMt it^gcm 

ilgBorant of the great dcufirines and duties of religion, axni 
of the firil rudiments of fcience and letters ; and, in the 
near neighbourhood of Chriftians, were degenerating faft 
to a date of heathenifm. 

The deplorable fiate of thefe people, in a moral and re^ 
ligious view, was made known to the " Society for propat 
gating the Gofpel," in Bofton ; and immediately, at theiir 
expenfe, a mijSiohary was engaged, who fpent three months 
among them, at the dofe or tne year 1 799. In the fum* 
mer of 1 800, the Society fent one of their own memben^ 
to inquire into the circumflahces of thefe people, with % 
view to afford them the neceflary rdiief and mflra^tioa* 
In confequence ci his rqport, and the advice of Dudley Am 
^y^g9 ^^ ^ Newburyport, who has been the prime 
mover and agent, in all the proceedingpi fbr the benefit of 
thefe poor people, a fubfcription was opened for the puTt 
po£b of raimig money to ere£t a place of worihip on uiefe 
iflands* Gentlemen . of humane feelings and of libarality^ 
in Salem, Newburyport, Portfinouth, Exeta:, Ji^wich, BcrT^ 
ton, and Charleftown, in the two places firft named cdpedt 
afly, fubicribed generouily ; and from the avails, an edifieo 
of ftone, with a cupola, was ere6bed in September and Qcf 
tober, 1 800, on the higheft fpot on Star ifland, which an* 
fwers the treble purpofe of a place of worfhip, a ichool^ 
houfe, and a land»mark for leamen.* At the iame time» 
thefe fuffering people received a liberal fupply of dbthing^ 
bedding, wood, &c. from a number of charitable people in 
Newburyport, Salem, and Charleftown. The fodety for 
propagating the gofpel, and feveral bookfellers in Bofton, 
gave books and ftationary fuited to their circumftances^, 
fufficient, with proper ufege, to laft feveral years. A mif- 
fionary, (Mr. Jqfiah Stevens) under commiffion from the 

Society 

* This houfe is 36 feet long, and 24 wide, on the outfide. The 
walls are two feet thick, and eleven in height in the clear ; the whole 
huilding is painted white. The infide is finifhed in a plain (Ule, and 
fumiflied with a ftore, for the acconunodation of the fchool in winter^ 
This houfe was cledicated, in a formal and folemn manner, on the I4.th 
of Nov. 1800. The fermon was preached, and the other fervices per* 
formed, on this occasion, hy the Rev. J. Morfe, D. D. of Charleftown. 
His difcourfe was founded on Ffidm cxviii. 25. <* Lordf I hefsech thcff 
find mw frp/penty.'* 
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Society for propagating the gofpel, went to thefe iflands 
in April, 1801, preaches on the fabbath, and has a fchool 
of about thirty fcholars during the week, and is evidently 
in a fphere of great ufefulnefs. 

From the dilperfion of the inhabitants of thefe ifles in 
1775, till November 14, 1800, the few, who remained, 
had lived, for the nrioft part, without law or order, defii- 
tute of the means of religious or nioral inftruftion, and 
had^ of courfe, degenerated into a pitiable ftate of igno- 
rance, poverty, anarchy, and wickednefs. At the period 
laft mentioned, when their new mpeting-houfe was dedica- 
ted, the inhabitants affembled, and, by the written coni- 
paft annexed,^ formed themfelves into a focial ftate, and, 
in a formal manner, pledged themfelves to abide by cer- 
tain regulations, aiid elefted two of their number, as af- 
leflbrs, who, with the miflionary, for the time being, were 
inveftdd with power to carry faid compact: into efFeft. 
" In confequehce of all thefe things, thefe iflands are reno- 
vating in their appearance ; and a hope is entertained, that 
they will foon rife to their former ftate of regularity, and 
refpeftability. Should Maflachufttts and New-Hampfliire 
cede their right in thefe iflands to the United States^ (a 
plan which fome have contemplated,) and the federal gov- 
ernment fliould think it expedient to eftablifti them as a 
free port, and form a harbour, and ereft the neceflary forti- 
fications and lights, they would foon become a place of 
much importance to the United States. 

Note. 

* Articles of Agreement entered into by the Inhabitants of the 

Ijles of Shoah, Nqv. 14, 1800. 

WHEREAS the iflands now commonly called the 
Ifles of , Shoals, but heretofore named SmitFs I/lands, m 
honour of the renowned Capt. John Smith, who firft 
difcovered them, have fallen into a lamentable ftate of de- 
cay, fincc thie revolution war ; and the inhabitants, from 
their extreme poverty, and other unhappy circumftances, 
l^ave long been deftitute of the means; of religious and 
^pr4 iBT^adion ; and whereas fom^ piou,s and charitable 

perfons 
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perfons have generoufly erefted a commodious and durable 
building, to be folely appropriated to the public inftruftioii 
of the inhabitants, and the Maffachufetts Society for propa- 
gating the Gofpel have appointed a miflionary to refide at 
the faid iflands, as a religious and moral teacher to the in- 
habitants, and an inftruftor pf the youth ; and whereas 
there is ground to hope for further charities from the faid 
fociety, and other humane and benevolent perfons, fliould 
the good eflFefts of their prefent bounty be yifible in the 
improvement of the morals, manners, and converfation of 
the inhabitants ; and whereas from the locU fituation of 
the faid iflands, it is very difficult to refort to the laws for 
the decifion of difputes which uns^voidably arife : 

We the faid inhabitants do hereby folemnly and mutu- 
ally covenant and agree with each other in the following 
articles, all which wt promife to obferve and keep, viz. 

Ftrji. We engage to treat with kindnefs and refpe<?t all 
fuch worthy and godly perfons as fliall come to inftruft 
and reform us ; to render them as comfortable as we can, 
and to attend with fobriety and diligence on all their in^ 
ftruftions, whether the fame be public in the ipeeting- 
houfe, or private and perfonal in our own houfes. 

Second. We engage that our children fliall alfo attend 
the fchool at the ftated hours, and that we will, by fetting 
them fober and good examples, and by needful correftions; 
labour to make them better, as weU as more decent and 
mannerly in their behaviour. 

Third. We promife our beft endeavours to abftain fromi 
all brawling, quarrelling, profane fwearing and curfing; 
drunfcennefs, idlenefs, diflionefty, and all other conduft 
which is offenfive to God, and all good beings. / ; 

Fourth. Should any difputes arife amongft any of ufej 
we promife to fubmit the fame to the decifion of the mif- 
fionary for the time being, and two afleflbrs, who fliall be 
annually chofen in the month of January ; and we prom- 
ife to abide by, and perform their award touching luch 
difputes. 

Fifth. The houfe lot and garden, heretofore occupied 
by the Rev. Mr. Tucke, fliall be forever appropriatea to 
the ufe of the public teacher for the time being. 

Ecclesiastical 
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£ccx<^$iASTiCA{4 History of MAQSACHi^tSTTs ako 

TH« OLD COWNT Q? FliYMQUTH. 

PiL«FACiS. 

DR. Mathq: wrote an ecckflafticsd kiilory of thi^ cQMAr 
try^ a large book, now very rarely ieen. Th^ fit^ 
are communicated in fo ftrange a ftvle, and mingled witli 
fc msmy oddities of opinion and fabulous reprefeAtations, 
that few are difpofed to look into it for the fak^ of the iar 
ficurmation. Many thinn, there related, th^ candid readd^ 
imputes to tibe weakneu of the afi^e \ ,th^ mofi: candid wi]{ 
fee, too often, the prejudices and ndfe s^al of the authoi^ 

Mr. Neal pubfiflxed his hiftory of New-Engla,nd m i^ft^ 
R is well written, and deferves more credit than Hutdiia^ 
^an a]laws> when be iays, it i$ only an abridgement (f the 
MdgnaUa Americancu It \% an impartial and qnitertaiping 
axxQunt of their civil and ecclefiaftical a&irs. Som^ thbs^ 
axe contained in it, which were not known either to Dr> 
O>tton Mather, or any other writer of this ^^ Amen^an 
fttand/' 

It is fuperior in ftyle to th^ lat^r work of Gov. Ilutchin- 
ion, though the materials for h^ftory were much greati^ 
which this gentleman pofleiled ; and we are indebted to 
)um for n^uny fafts, in the early periodsr of the fettlement, 
which, but for his care, would have been entirdy loft \ 
alio for a fund of information, concerning the country, af^ 
ter he had become a leader in the puUic tranfa&ions. 

The compiler of the preient work confines him&If tn 
ecdefiaftical liiftorv, having confidted m^ny old MSS. be^ 
fide all the printed accounts of the congregational church^ 
e^ ; and he prefers to publiih in th^ Hmorical CoUe&ions^ 
where many uieful, intereiHng, and important document^ 
are preferved, which will be of infini^te fe^ce tq fiituiFei 
writers, as they have been to himfelf. 

After giving an account of the church in New-Plymouth, 
and the anci^okt form in Ms^achufetts, he will confide the 
changes which have been made^ the prevailing opi^ioiis, 
the controverfies among thofe of the congregation^ |Bq49 
of worihip, as well as thofe which have^ been carried on 

with 



tvith ehUf clie$ t)f otlier denominations } ^d to ^diibit t0 
view the preE&at Jiafe of religion. 

Hubbard^s MS. has afford^ him fome affiftance, a bo^ 
excellent of the kind, and which ought to have been prinU 
cd man3^ years ago, for its hiftorical information, tind tfce 
reputation of the author. He was the befl writer in New* 
Eiifi^land while he lived ; learned, judicious, and capable of 
^Vin|; a proper arrangement to his fkds. With^xcepticb 
to a tew quaint exprduons, common to all the. puritan di- 
vines in England, as well as North- America, tms book is 
valuable for the compofition. Why was it never publi(h» 
ed ? He left it complete, and a fair copy was tranfctibed 
for the prefi. It fell into the hands of fome, who wet* 
difpofed to make a liberal ufe of it for their own purpofe^, 
and then kept it from the public eye. All who have 'Writ- 
ten any account of Maffacnufetts, are more indebted to it 
than they are willing to own ; yet there is not even ft 
biographical fketch of the man to be found. We know, 
however, that he left behind hixn a good name, which is 
better, in the opinion of the wife, than any perfume or niche 
in the temple of fame. 
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Section L 

Account of the firfi church in Plymouth* The piety and fuf** 
ferin^s of the planters. The good order of the churchy and- 
difficulties attending the fettlement of a pajior. 

A SPIRIT of enterprife has often made the difcovery 
of new countries, and to this, combined with a lovj 
of fdence in the breaft of Columbus, we are indebted for 
the knowledge of our part of the globe. But it was the 
love of religion, which prompted the fettlers of New- 
England to prefer the wildernefs of diftant climes to the 
cafe and affluence they could enjoy at home. 

It was not their objeft to open new and rich fources of 
commerce, like the merchants and princes of Portugal j 
nor to plan fchemes of fpeculation, which fo often proved 
vain and chimerical to individuals of other European xob^ 
tions, wh«i they were ftimulated by the defire of eain ; 
but 4bey were the faireft patterns of religious zeal, offirm- 

nefi^r 
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nefs, patience, and heroic virtue : they were men whodb 
fouls were tried by the moft adverfe circumflances, and yet 
npt fubdued by the blows of their adverfity. Their hopes 
gilded the fcenes around them \ and while they looked at 
the land of proniife^ they were more diftinguilhed by adlive 
and fociaf virtues, than vain contemplations. 

According to the Abbe Raynal, " Superjiition firft fetded 
New-England." He calls every thing Juperjiition^ which is 
of a religious nature. What the beft writers defcribe the 
fentiment of the hearty he calls the effufion of a weak mindm 
That which has been confidered in all ages, and by men of 
the moft enlarged underftanding, as the offspring of heav- 
en, is confounded by him with the creatures of a vain 
imagination. He might have faid, it was. the " concuffion, 
of religious opinions,'* which is a feyourite expreflion of 
his, upon fome occafions, and come near the truth, as well 
as faved his refleftions upon chriftianity. 

Another writer goes further than the Abbe R. and 
calumniates the charafter of our anceftors in every refpeft ; 
for he .fays, " the inhabitants of America are of a bad 
ftock, from the dupes of puritanick cant, from four, taftelefs 
afceticks, whofe tempers defired anarchy while at home, 
and praftifed intolerance abroad."* 

This man feems to have an idea^ that the religious foirit 
is an i?inale traditional evil, which he would find a miftake 
if he had tarried long enough in the country to obfervc 
our manners^ inftead of running through the States for the 
fake of telling the world how far he had travelled. It is 
well known, that too many of the prefent generation are 
wholly unmindful of the principles and practices of their 
fathers j and too many join in the farcafms of the French 
philofophy, or fome other ftyle, as anti-puritanick as this 
writer would wifli, when they are told what grave and 
good men their fathers were : — ^Pious men, who made this 
declaration, " that it was for the glory of God, and the 
propagation of the gofpel, that they tranfplanted them- 
felves from his Majefty's dominions to thefe almoji unknown 
regions of the weJiJ^ The 

* The author above mentioned freely grants, that thefe men were 
the beft progenitors of the prefent race of Americans : for he fays> 
*' the tranfported felons, who contributed to fettle Virginia, have left 
behind them a race rf drunken, gambling, lewd, rapacious fpendthiifu i 
keea^ quick, courageous, hofpitablc race/' Don Von Buh*w. 
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The form of church government our fathers preferred 
was completely congregational j this has diftinguiflied 
the churches in Maffachufetts and the old Colony from 
the other churches which have been formed, and approach- 
ed more or lefs to the Prefbyterian eftablifliment. They 
did not choofe to be called Independents. This name the 
churches of Maflachufetts difclaimed, as we fee frequently 
in their charges to candidate* for the miniftry, though it 
might have been given them with fome propriety, as moll: 
of Mr. Robinfon's church had been Puritans ot the moft 
rigid feparation, in a former reign. When they came to 
America, however, they poffeffed fentiments of modera- 
tion, which would do honour to any denomination of 
Chriftians. Vid. his addrefi in Prince's Annals. 

We muft afcend to the firft reformers, to get an idea of 
the principfes and motives of feparation from the other 

Eroteftant churches, and which diftingurfhed thofe who 
ave been ftyled, in later times, the members of the congre- 
gational eftablilhment. The reformation was gradually 
intrpduced into England. King Henry the Vlllth, though 
he caft off the Pope's fuprcmacy, and happily introduced 
the fcriptures for the ufe of the people, retained in his heart 
a fondnefs for the fuperftitions of the . church of Rome, 
and was too haughty a dei^ot to have hrs will difputed. 
In the reign ot Edward the Vlth, wbofe charafter the 
friends of virtue aj e fo fond of delineating, and whofe pre- 
mature death caufed fo many tears of humanity to be ihed, 
the work of reformation fucceeded. Thofe who condu6tr 
ed it were liberal and devout men, and wiflied to make the 
facred fcriptures the guide of their faith and praftice, and 
to difFufe them aipong all the claffes of the community. 
But the light of truth was foon obfcured, and the day, 
which was ushered in with fuch a bright and beautiful morn- 
ing, hung heavily in clouds : For Mary, a weak and ma- 
licious bigot, became a Queen. During her reign, all, who 
were attached to civil or religious freedom, fuffered ; and 
it was a crime to love one's country. In an ifland,, where 
fo many have thought it decorous to die for it, this was 
made a terrible crime ; the torch of perlbcution viinicd 
againft all who diffei;ited; from the minutcll ceremonies of 
the Romifli church ; and no wonder that the reformers 
Ll IFgLVxI^ were 
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were inveloped in the thickeft dangers. Some poured out 
their blood on the fcaffold, many hung their harps upon 
the willows in a foreign land. 

When Queen Elizabeth fucceeded to the kingdom, upon 
the death of her filler, the refprmation was taken up where 
Edward had left it. It was the defign of feveral eminent 
perfons to carry on the work to a degree of purity wldch 
the national church were not willing to allow : they were 
defirous to proceed till the worfliip and difcipline ftiould be 
divefted of thofe rites and ceremonies, which they looked 
upon as the inventions of men ; and therefore a difgrace, 
rather than an ornament, to the church of Chrift. If they 
could not obtain what they mojl earneftly defired, to have 
ibefe uninjlituted rites entirely excluded^ and their worjhip redu* 
ced to its primitive JimpHcity ; yet they pleaded to have things 
left indifferent y which were fo in their nature. 

But a moft powerful party fprung up to oppofe them. 
It was the intereft of fuch as difliked the reformation, to 
prevent a further feceflion from the church of Rome than 
was contemplated by fome, and they joined their power 
and influence to fet afide the views of the Puritans. The 
Queen was fond of fliow and pomp in religion, and foon 
declared herfelf on the fide of thofe who were ready to ef- 
tabliih a national church, with many gorgeous appendages : 
and being importuned by the high church party ; being 
alfo imperious in her own temper, obftinate in her preju- 
dices, and impatient of contradiftion 5 Ihe fet herfelf not 
only to reftrain, but to punilh thofe who refilled her will. 
The efl:ablifhment would have been eafily borne, had thofe 
who differed been allowed to worlhip God in their own 
way, or according to the didates of their confciences. But 
fuch an intolerant fpirit prevsdled, that if any fcrupled en- 
tire conformity, or ufed a form except that contained in 
the book of common prayer, they were filenced and fined, 
deprived, cenfured and imprifoned. 

Some time elapfed in fruitlefs expeftation of better days j 
then, as their own condition grew intolerable, they were 
induced to feparate not only from the church of England, 
but from a government that was fo arbitrary. They 
formed a church on independent principles, and fet them- 
felves down in Holland j where, for fome years, they en- 
joyed 
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joyed the pleafures of reKgious freedom, and contemplated 
the great events which were conceiving in the womb of 
Providence. 

The firft congregational church, fince the days of primi- 
tive chriftianity, was gathered at Geneva, and the Rev. 
William Whittingham was chofen paftor ; a famous Puri- 
tan, who fled from England in the reign of Queen Mary, 
leaving an eftate of ;^.iioo fterling a year, which was a 
great eftate in thofe times, and fliews how confcientious 
principles will fubdue the paflion of avarice in good minds. 

It is very wrong to clafs the Congre^aticnal churches with 
the Brownijis. Though individuals had beeri connefted 
with Brown, and, fuppofing him honeft and zealous in the 
caufe of truth, had not been fenfible enough of the confc- 
quences where there is fuch a latitude of opinion and im- 
prudence of conduft, yet the churches in general difclaim- 
ed that church anarchy which it was his defign to intro- 
duce, nor were they guilty of the like extravagances. 

Oldmixon ftyles the members of Mr. Robinfon's churches, 
in general, Brownijis ; and fays that they were driven to the 
extreme they went, by the perfecution of the high church 
party. And, as thougn this was againft their reputation, 
Mr. Prince takes pains to exculpate them. But whatever 
Mr. Robinfon might have written in favour of ecclefiaftical 
democracy, it is evident his charafter is very good ; and 
why fhould this bring any difcredit upon the New-England 
churches, who conduced all their ecclefiaftical bufinefe vdth 
decency and order ? 

When James afcended the throne, the Puritans flattered 
themfelves they fliouid have indulgence at. leaft, if they 
were not openly patronifed and fupported ; as he had been 
educated a Premyterian, ancl frequently had fpoken againft 
the Epifcopal church. But they foon found their mit 
take. Arbitrary in his difpofition, and puflied on by an 
intolerant bigotted clergy, he was inimical equally to civil 
and religious liberty. He carried his meafures with a high^ 
er hand than his predeceflbr had done in the plenitude of 
her power and fclf-complacency j whofe wifdom was much 
greater, and who was much better acquainted with the 
people of England. Her noblenefs of difpofition, alfo, 
made her afliamed of many things which were quite con- 
genial 
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ffenial to his weak mind. Thofe who had emigrated to 
Holland, feeing no profpeft of returning to their own 
country, then turned their thoughts to America, ** The 
reafons of their removal were debated in public and pri- 
vate ; and a very confiderable part of the church were per* 
fuaded that it was a call from heaven ; and had not this 
fentiment prevailed, it would have been very difficult to fix 
their refolutions and aft with unanimity,"* Thefe are the 
words of a worthy writer ; and, if we may be allowed to 
mingle our obfervations with his, may we not fay, that ex. 
cept a fenfe of religion has its influence upon mankind, w6 
ihould want^ upon occafions lefs important, yj^w^/AiTJtg; to 
reft our wearied expectations upon, to animate our hopes^ 
and to prevent uncertain profpeds from fettling into def* 
pondency and gloom ? 

Mr. Neal mentions, as a reafon why Mr, Robinfon advi- 
fed that they fliould feek out a new fettlement, the fear left 
the church ihould be diffolved, feveral members dying, and 
others mingling with the Dutch. Hence they refolved to 
tranfport themfelves to America, 

All who write the hiftory of thefe tim6s allow, that our 
fathers fupported a moil excdlent charafter in Holland- 
It is much to their credit, that they lived amonff them- 
felves, and in peace with their neighbours ; and tnat this 
t^flimony is given of them, " that for the ten years they 
lived there, they could bring no fuit or accufation againft 
thcm.^* 

In the 95th number of the New-En^and Corurant, a pa* 
per printed by the Franklins, is the following letter, ^* In 
the year 1 6 1 o, a number of chriftians from the north of 
England, having Mr. John Robinfon for their paftor, re- 
moved to Ley den in Holland,* that they nAight peaceably 
woriQiip God according to th^ inftitutions of the gofpel, 
which they could ftQt do in their own land. Thirteen of 
this congregation, not liking the bafenefs of the Dutch, nor 
to lofe their intereft in the EngHfli nation, did think and 
agree about removing acrofs the Atlajitick, Part of them 
were to do it before the reft, to fee what encouragement 
th'ey eould find, Accordingly, part of them, among whoni 
was Mr. Brewfter, the afliftant of Mr. Robinfon, removed 
from Holland the Ut^er end of Jun^, 1620, and arrived at 

♦ Hubbard, Cape^Cod 
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Gape-Cod in November, the fame year. At this place they 
4rew up an engagement, - acknowledging themfelves the 
fubjeds of king James, and combining themfelves into a 
body politick, and became the firft colony of New-Eng- 
land, From Cape Cod they went one way and another, 
to find a convenient place of abode, and at length fettled 
together at Plymouth ; and were the firft churcn in New- 
England ; the only one till 1629/* 

The charader of Mr. Robinfon was very refpeftable m 
the line of his profeffion. He had great w&dom and 
worth, as we learn from the account, not only of the mem» 
bers of his church, but his other contemporaries^ and ixom 
his writings. Thefe difcover a talent for reafoning, and 
dofe attention to thecdogy. Mr. Bradford* fays that he 
was prevailed upon by the Calvinifts, to difpute publickly 
with i4)ifcopius, wlbo led in the controverfy which then 
engaged the attention of the reformed churches ; and which 
has been fince the caufe of difference, and frequently a con- 
tentious fpirit, in the churches of America as much as Eir- 
rope. Epifcopius was the champion of the do<9trines prop^ 
agated by James Arminius, who was firft the difciple of 
Bezsa and Calvin, but afterwards changed his opinion, and 
oppoifed the fentiments taught m their fchool. The opin- 
ions of Arminius received great fupport from the reputa- 
tion and learning of Epifcopius, who emitted thefes^^ and 
engaged to defend them againft original fin^ particular elec^ 
Hon, and other points of dodrine. By his zeal and knowl- 
edge, his fkill in managing a contlroverfy, many of the firfl 
charafters of Leyden, and the Dutch republick, were 
brought over to the fame way of thinking, and declared the 
fuU conviftion of their minds, that the great light of Gene- 
va had miftaken the fenfe of the fcriptures. 

iVIr. Robinfon ftepped forward to defend the do^hines 
of Calvin, and was fuperior to Epifcopius, according to 
the account given of the dilpute by the members of his 
church. Whether the admirers of Epifcopius thought fo^ 
we are not convinced, as no other account of the matter is 
handed down to us. Perhaps the prejudices of opinion 
and friendfliip might influence each party to think their 
-. • . champion 

* The MS. of Gov. Bradford is loft, except the few extrafts to be 
found in Prince's annals. « 
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champion viftorious ; and on each fide might mingle 
ihades of error with the light of truth. The zeal of 
many abforbed all their moderation at that time ; and it 
had the fame eflFeft upon the deliberations of ftatefmen, as 
upon the fentiments of divines, iffuing in tumults, as lit- 
tle congenial to true policy, as the fpint of the gofpel.* 

But It is not connefted with my plan, to confider the 
ftate of Europe, or the effeft of religious prejudices upon 
the inhabitants of other countries, only as theie introduced 
events, which were combined with the charafter and con- 
duft of our anceftors, who were pious men, ftri<5bly calvin- 
iftical in their principles, exemplary in their walk and con- 
verfation. Whenever they manifefted more zeal than can- 
dour, (which fome men in all ages have done), it was ow- 
ing to their attachment to peculiar principles, and think- 
ing others muft be inconfiftent and abfurd, who had a dif- 
ferent kind of belief. 

If Mr. Robinfon was felefted to manage the difpute, it 
fiiews, the confidence they had in his abilities. If he 
thought himfelf equal to the controverfy, his enthufiafm 
was more prominent than his talents ; or, to fay the leaft, 
it remains uncertain whether the vigour of his mind or 
faint-like zeal were mofl: confpicuous. A bold difputant 
may appear by his manner to gain an advantage, when he 
has resdly weakened his argument by his declamation. 
Zeal is the firft thing tequifite for public difputants when 
popular afiemblies are to judge ; and he who thinks hiin* 
ielf in the right fuppofes others confuted who differ, what- 
ever opinion candid people^ not Intereflied in the controver- 
fy, may fee fit to embrace. 

Had Mr. Robinfon came over to Plymouth, it would 
have been of great advantage to the Settlement. He had 
been convinced of fome of his errors, thofe obliquities of 
fentiment concerning the difcipline and worfliip of the con* 
gregational churches ; and he was a man fo judicious in 
other refpefts, that he was capable of giving them advice 
and direftion in all their affairs. But it pleafed heaven to 
cut fhort his days in the midfl: of his ufefulnefs. We can 
fee only a fhort way into the fcheme of providence ; what 
we know not now, we may know hereafter. His friends 

in 

^ Vid. Hiftoire medallique d^s HolI^ndoiSt 
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in Holland were foon deprived of his inftmftions and fodw 
ety. And his friends, who longed to hear his voice in this 
American Vfrildernefs, which they were fubduing with great 
labour, and in the midft of dangers, had to for raw that they 
Ihould fee his face no more. The news was more grievous 
to the members of his church, becaufe it came in a time of 
their mourning for their friends and relatives, who were 
fwept away by a raging peftilence. This was a wound 
which called up all the feehngs of their hearts. 

Among the very aftive and fenfible perfons of this Ley- 
den congregation, who came over to Plymouth, was Mr^ 
Brewfter, an elderly, worthy man, to whom the colony 
ifelt indebted for good fervices in the firft period of their 
fettlement. 

The Englifh hiftorians fpeak of them all as of the rigid 
feparation, and moft of them had been, without doubt, vi- 
olent in their oppofition to the epifcopal church, efpecially 
to their forms and ceremonies, and had blamed the other 
Puritans for things which only difcovered more prudence, 
and were worthy of commendation. Mr. Brewfter a(5bed 
as elder of the church, but no one was looked upon as their 
paftor ; and for a long time this firft church of New-Eng- 
land wanted a man to execute this office. We, who make 
no fuch diftinftion of offices, think it ftrange that there 
Ihould have been fuch difference between paftor and teach- 
ing elders ; for we fupppfe, any man, who can feed the 
people with knowledge, is qualified for one office equally 
with another. But it appears from the ecclefiaftical hifto- 
ry of this country, that a very great diftinftion was made 
in the early ftate of their fettlement. They efteemed many 
to be excellent teachers^ whom they would not endow with 
the paftor al care. It was offered to Mr. Brewfter, but he 
was too modeft to accept it j and the church, not being 
able to procure fuch a teacher as would unite the offices, 
were for many years like Iheep without a fliepherd. They 
had affiftance from the magiftrates, who were wife and de- 
vout men. It was then requifite to the character of a gov- 
ernor to be a man of piety, and able to expound the fcrip- 
tures, which led thofe in civil office to intereft themfdves 
in aU the concerns of the churches. We have a particular 
inflance, in Winthrop's journal, of the conduft of our ru- 
lers. 
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lers. He tells, that " he went to Plymouth, attencjed the 
church meeting, and prophecied.** 

Mr. Hubbard fays, " that a chriftian church, to cari^y 
on the forms of worihip, muft have fnttable officers ; but 
the church of Plymouth were a very ferious people, who 
knew their own principles ; not like many of their fol- 
lowers in fome parts of the country, properly termed 
Seekers^ of whom it may be faid, as our Lord fpeaks of 
the Samaritans, They know not what fpirit they were of. 

It may be proper to mention other gentlemen, befidc 
Mr. Brewfter, who were officers of this, congregational 
church, and who affifted in every part of wormip, except 
the adminiftration of the ordinances, which was peculiar 
to the office of Paftor. Governor Carver was deacon of 
the firft church, as well as chief magiftrate of the colony. 
He was elefted to this office while they were in Holland, 
at the lame time with Mr. Samuel Fuller, " an eminent fur- 
geon, and man of great piety.** The deacons they chdfe, 
after they arrived nere, were Mr. Richard Mafterfon and 
Mr. Thomas Bloffom, whofe praife is yet in the church at 
Plymouth. They were ufeful men, famed for their vir* 
tues, diligence, and adive fervices.* 

xhere was a diftinftion made in the firft church be- 
tween a rulif^ elder and teaching elder^ befide the dil^c^ 
tion we have obfervcd between paftor and teacher. This 
was owing to the peculiar ddire of thefe good men to 
preferve every name mentioned in the eva^igelrcal writmgs^ 
without confidering that the difcipKne of the church is 
difcretionary^ and muft be adapted, in fome meafure, to. lo-, 
cal fituation, circumftances of the age,* or that many things 
were very unneceflary m fucc^edhig ages, that might be 
very proper for the primitive church. How far the 
diurches m Mafiachufetts fell in with the fentiment of their 
brethren at Plymouth, and how far this entered into the 
platform of their church agreed upon at Cambridge ; 
whether it was a partial or univerfal rule ; when alterations 
were made, and why the office of ruling elder is now laid 
alide> may become fiiitable topics of difcuffion in the courfe 
of this hiftory. 

Mr. Brewfter was made ruling elder in the church of Hy- 

mouth, 

4 

* Cotton's Relation of the Church in Plymouth. 
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mouth, and united this with th^ bufinds of inftrudion, to 
which he had been confined. He continued thus to per- 
form the feveral duties till his death, and was fucceeded 
by Mr. Thomas Cuflunan, fon of Robert Cufhman, one of 
the moft important and worthy charaders among thofe 
who formed the firft fettlement.* 

In March, in the year 1 624, Mr. Lyfor d came over to 
Plymouth. When ne firft came, he difcovered fuch fond* 
nefe in the mode of his falutation, that he would have kif- 
fed their hands who extended them in the common tokens 
of friendlhip ; but this loving brother, and hollow faint, 
fbon manifefted . that iht kifs of charity was accompanied 
with the fmile of deceit; He is reprefented^ by Morton, as 
a man who " ctoucheth ^nd humbleth himfelf ;*' and as a 
treacherous Ifmael, who killed Gedeliah, according to what 
we read in the prophecy of Jeremy. The worthies of the 
new fettlement gave him a very cordial reception, and fup- 
pofed he would be a great help to them in their folitary con* 
dition. The governor treated him with the like refped as 
he did Mr. Brewfter. 

But although this man was admitted to the church, and 
made great profeffions of his goodnels, confeffion of former 
wickedneis, and declarations of the foundnefs of his faith, 
he fpit the venom of the afp from his toneue, and difcov- 
ered the malignity of a demon, who was lent to mar the 
happinefe of the fettlement and difturb the peace of the 
church. The air was tainted with the flanders he wrote 
and fpread for the fervice of men who were enemies of the 
plantation : for fuch men there were in the old country, 
both of the clergy and the fbtte, who- feemed determined 
to perfecute this little flock, that had fled into the wilder- 
nefs, as if the fandy deferts were tgo good for them. 

One letter in particular the governor intercepted. A 
prudent ufe was made of it, till he could expofe all the 
fcenes of his villainy .f In 

-II r' ^ .. . . 

* Mr. Robert Cufhman preached to thefe pilgiixns, our venerable 
fathers, in 1621. The fermon contains the bed advice, ar>& may be 
read by their pofterity, for other reafons beiide this, that it is a curiofi- 
ty worth preferring among the ancient things of this country. The text 
IS I Cor. X. 21. 

f It feems this Lyford, w^h others, efpecially Mr. Oldham, intend- 
ed to make a feparation or division in the church ; to olter the govem- 
Mm • lFol.yiu2 4 ^cnt. 
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III defcribing the ftatc of things appertaining to the e<r- 
defiaftical hiftory of New-England, I am' neceflarily led to 
fpeak of dvil niftory, which I' would avoid as mueh as 
poifible ; leaving this to thofe whofe oppt)rtunities and 
diligence of refearch enable them to give a fairer and 
more complete view of the fubjeft : but it is well known 
that our fathfers blended religion with all their concerns ; 
and when civil tranfaftions are neceffarily mingled witfi 
the account of the church, fhould one part only be men- 
tioned, the relation ^ould be lame, for want ctf the con- 
nexion it had with the other. 

\ have no' doubt that the behaviour of Lyford i^rting 
from political motives. He was calculated to ferve the 
views of certain mercenary wretches, who fent him to A* ^ 
merica with lucrative, 2xA'noi pious intentions ; or elfe he 
was employed by thofe, who, being inimical to all diflent- 
crs from the eftabliflied churchj and every fpecies of re- 
publican government, wifhed to deftroy this rifing com- 
monwealth. King James only connived at the fettlement. 
He did not tolerate principles and praAices which oppofed 
ecdefiafUcal dominion ; and efpecially was- his ire exdted, 
when men defpifed the folly^ which is fometiilies equal to 
the fury of defpotifm. The fpies of Charles's court wouU 
aifo fearch the uttermoft parts of the earth,.for the fake of 
deftroying men's liberty. 

From long experieiice in human artifice and deception, 

.' they well knew that a man vnvAfeem to be religious to carry 

a point againfl a people, who lived in all " good confdence,'* 

and) 
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ment, and become men of diftin(5lion, as many turbulent fjpirits have 
done, who have foon fallen from the high places where their own giddy 
imaginations have placed them. Too many are ready to do mifchiefy 
when they are adHve, and want the difpoAtion to do good. It was for- 
tunate for this country, that fuch fcheiAes as Lyford and Oldham con- 
trived for the deftrudlion of New-Plymouth, were fo early fru(h*ated» 
and that they loft their influence before they could make the worft ufe 
of it. They progrcfled, however, fo far as to fet up a different place of 
'worfhip, and madfe every attempt to diforganize the firft church. They 
left the communion without acquainting the oflScers and brethren, or 
Ipeaking to the governor upon the fubjedl, and met by themfelves every 
Lor(Ps'dayn Bende this open violation of their duty, they were guilty of 
other infults of the authority, of VTicked plots and pradlices, inconfiftent 
with the chara^er of good men, and members of the comfmmoeahb^ and 
wholly oppofite to the fpint^ precepts % and inftittttions of chriftiamty. 
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and, for the enjoyment of religion, had left their native 
land. 

Lyford was fo well inftrufted, as to aft his part admir- 
ably well : for he joianed this community of chnftians, and 
was fo zealous, that they would have chofen him for their 
minifter. He aftually obtained the confid^ce of Mofes 
and Aaron, to whom Gov. Bradford and Mr. Brewfter 
bore fome refemblance, according to the iiyle of our early 
writers. One of them lays, " that the church was trou- 
bled with a fadUous f[Hrit, which arofe from a . man who 
came over to New-England with the beft of charaders, 
but with what frequently anfwers for the worft of moral 
exceUendes, a zeal to do more than others ; and hence a 
great confidence was put in him by the Governor, and by 
the members of the church. He was of their comnmmon 
till he fet up a different place of worfliip ; and there he 
adminiftered the facraments till he was brought to a hum- 
ble confeffion of all his wickednefs, and was put imder 
cenfure. He appeared at firft fincerc, and acknowledged 
the lenity of the people towards him, and then played the 
hypocrite by writing a^nft the country, and juftifying 
his former writings. The time being expired for his cen- 
fiire to take place, he gave no evidence of his reformation ; 
but other crimes appearing againft him, he was banifhed* 
He went to Nanta&et, then to Salem, and afterwards to 
* Virginia, where he died.'* 

The conduft of Oldham is leis coniiefted with the lii£i 
tory of the church, and needs not to be pointed out fo 
minutely in this work. Suffice it to £iy, that he lived 
fome time after he left Plymouth, and obtained credit 
again with the pec^le, fo that they permitted him to trade 
tiU he was killed by the Indians. This unhappy event has 
been often mentioned ; and no wonder it mould claim 
fuch particular notice, as it was the ori^ of the Pequod 
war. 

The difdpline of the church was very firid. It accord- 
ed with their ideas, though perhaps their ideas were not 
exadly fcriptural, or fo near as they imagined to the 
foundation of the prophets and apoftles. They proceeded 
with much regularity, and the members generally fubmit« 

ted 
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ted to the rules prefciibed for their conduA. As 
men loft their reputation, who excited difficulties, fuch, on 
the other hand, as had a high reputation in the church for 
their piety and chriftian graces, were moft likely to be dif- 
tinguiflied with the firu honours in their dvil fodety. 
Qfltenders could not efcape' ecdeiiaitical cenfure ; but were 
obliged to fubmit, and to ftudy a greater decorum of ht* 
haviour ; and thus the dignity of the chriftiftn profeifion 
was preferred ; a churdi began to blo£Q>m in the wilder^ 
neis, and to make thefe folitary places moice with the con? 
ibling beams of evangelical truth, which had been hidden 
in pagan darkneis. 

The Withers of New-Plymouth were without a pnAor to 
rule and adminifier the ordinances till the year 1629, when 
they were increafed by numbers, who had belcmged to^Mr. 
Lathrop's church in £ogland, and alfo by as many as thir- 
ty-five families of thoie who were afibciated with them in 
Leyden ; to whofe aififtance they cheerfully contributed, 
looking unto another world for the reward. They cer- 
tainly could never expedt: a return of what they expended, 
whidi was equal to jCrS^oo fterling ; a great fum to be 
taken froooi thefe maniions of poverty ; but ^^ where tiu 
foirit of religion influenpes people, they axe ridi vol the 
miits of benevolence.*^ 

Mr. Ralph Smith th<m canie over to Ma&chu&tts ; and 
at the defire of the church in Plymouth, ixmne<9:ed him- 
fislf in the paftoral rd^tion, for which he was not jqnali- 
ficd. It is &id that he wanted candour, prudence, knowlr 
edge, and experience, and refembled his predeceflbrs in 
nothing, except that he was of the ftricfteft &£t <^ the Pu- 
ritans. Such a man was no way fit to come after Mr. 
Robinibn, who was exempknr and learned ; £b judidous 
as to advife his peo]^e to aroui his errors, and te guided 
by the wifdom which is without partiality, ^hich is pure 
and peaceable ; gentle, and eafy to be intreated, proceed- 
ing from the Father of lights. But Mr. Smith; was zeal- 
cms and imprudent : his !2»d was that ebullition of tern* 
per, which has done much milchief in fodety^ as weU as 
created confufions in the church ; which leads to fi^es 
and estravagaistce, and ftirs up aU manner of party fpirit 
' Nq 
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No one,'* therefore, could be more unfit to fettle with a 
people fo well infiruAed in righteoufhels, acquainted with 
the principles of chriftianity, and uied to fuch order in the 
dburch. Mr. Smith foon laid down his office, and this re^ 
fledtion was made : ^^ That many times the total vacancy 
of an office is eafier to be borne, than the under-perfbrm- 
ance of it,"t 

Mr. Cotton^ who wrote a particular relation of the firft 
dntrch in Plymouth to the year 1760, being in pofleffioQ 
of the records and other authentic documents, fpeaks of 
Mr. R. Smith, } ^^ as a man who was chofen the paftor 
after fcxne time of trial ; a grave man, who continued in 
the miniftry four or £ve years. But finding him a man 
of low parts and gifts, they, as Providence gave oppoTtu* 
nity, improved others as his affiftants ; particularly Roger 
WHUams, a young man of bright accompliihments,* but 
imfiable judgment, who preached amoftg them four years, 
But at lai):, beginning to v<;nt fome errors, which were di£^ 
agreeable tp the church, they, at his defire, gave him a 
difmiffion to the church of Salem ; where, being called to 
office, he openly propagated his prindples, and did much 
mifcldef, as the ecdeiiafiical hiftorians of this coxmtry give 
an account. The next year, Mr. Smith refigned his min<? 
iffary, partly of his own accord, as thinking it too heavy a 
burden ; and by the perfuafion of others, who s^rehend* 
ed him not fuffidently qualified for the work.'* 

Duiring the time of Mr. Smith's minifhy, they employ^ 
ed Mr. Edward Winflow, who was lent agent to England, 
to procure thein a minifker, as colleague with Mr. Smith. 
He accordingly agreed with Mr. Glover, an able difpenfer 
of the word c^ God, to come over with them ; but he 
ended his life in Londqn, foon after his engagement. Af« 
terwards, Mr. Winflow providentially meeting with that 
worthy man, Mr. John Norton, then intending for New^ 
England, he treated with him about fupplying Plymouth, 
and coming over with Mr. Winflow ; he landed there, 

and 

* Except Mr. Rogers^ who came over in 1628, without any partial* 
hr inTitation ; who, being fubje^ to fits of infanity, created only thq 
cxftak of fendipg him back. 

t Hubbard'ji MSS. % Hift. CoUea. vol. Ill- 
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and preached with them one winter, but decUned fettfing^ 
though earneftly preffed to it. 

Tmis was this poor church, as Mr, Cotton obferves, dis- 
appointed from time to time in their attempts to fettle the 
g^pd among them, fo as to enjoy the ordinances widi the 
word of life. His idea of the order of the churches is, 
that none but an ordained paftor can adminifter the ordi- 
nances. But why ihould a man be thought worthy to 
pray, to teach, to prophecy, or explain the imptures, and 
yet not be qualified to baptize ? Mr. Cotton was very much 
attached to the forms of Geneva and Gambridee j and loire 
may make the feme obfervation upon moft of thofe worthy- 
divines, who organized the religious focieties of New-Eng- 
land. 

When we refleft upon the fuflferings of thefe early fettlers, 
we cannot help admiring their fortitude and perfeverance ! 
They fuflFered more in their own country than others who 
came over to America. They had more difficulties to en- 
counter than the jieopie of Maflachufetts, who landed 
and formed their fettlement. They had lefs affiilance from 
the property and wealth of others, had fewer friends a- 
broad, and more enemies at home. They had enemies 
among themfelves, who wounded their Q)irits j and 
they well knew that deep and malicious fchemes were laid 
in England to difturb their peace, and fet aiide the prind? 
pies of their eftablifhment, 

Lyford would have accomplifhed more than he did, had 
thofe men, whom he and others wiflied to injure, been the 
dupes of his fubtlety, and mean, hypocritical srimace. 
But he had to deal with perfons not fuperficial in tneir in- 
quiries, nor feeble in fpirit. They were ready to receive 
to their friendfhip, and to their bofom, all who refemhled 
the doFve^ but were on their guard againft the vulture^ which 
darts upon its prey. When their rellow-men, (more cruel 
than birds or beafts of prey,) whofe teeth were fpears and 
arrows, and their tongues as fliarp fwords, calumniated 
thdr reputation, they trufted in One, who was the £hield 
of their excellency, the health of their countenance, and 
their God. 

May we not repeat the fentiment, that they fupported 

their 
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tTieir charafter and good name ; the peace and order of the 
churches ; the laws and ordinances of their little commu^ 
nity, when they had none to guide them in the paftoralpf* 
fice. As the difficulties increafed, they encouraged pnc 
another, and were fenfible of their mutual intereft ; an: ea;- 
ample to chriftians of all denominations, who. may fee .foj 
many virtues to imitate, and fuch pure chara<Eters for faith 
and pjLtience as are feldom to be met with in the pages of 
ecdefiaftical hiftory. 

Mr. Hubbard makes thefe ferious reflexions, not unwor- 
thy of our attention, and which will pleafe readers of a re- 
ligious turn of mind :* " In all their changes, the over-rul^ 
mg hand of providence was to be acknowledged, that djt 
the laft found out a refting place for them, by fending th^ 
angd of his preferice to go before them, and fafely condud: 
them through fo many dangers, and fo many deaths. 

" Our bl^ed Lord, foretelling the deftruftion of Jerui^ 
lem, would have his hearers pray that their flight be not in 
the winter ; but fuch was the difpenfation of the Almighty 
to this poor, defpifed company, thaty having hardly efcaped 
the violence of many furious ftorms at fea, they wer^ no 
fooner fet 6n fhofe, than they were called immediately to 
encounter with hard and rough weather in the defert, and 
barren land, on the verge of winter. The fun had, in a 
great meafure, withdrawn his delightful beams, giving them' 
a fliort vifit, after tedious, long, and doleful nights, many 
times brought in with boifterous ftorms of fnow or rain» 
The earth alfo was difmantled of all its comely and pleafant 
ornaments, by the early approach of hard and fliarp frofts^ 
prefenting them with no other afpeds than the ruthful and 
weather-beaten face of winter- The barbarians, the apof** 
tie Paul met with after his Ihipwreck, fliewed them no 
fmall kindnefs, kindling them a fire, and fuffering them to 
gather bundles of fticks for that end ; whereas thefe bar- 
barous tribes were at the firft unwilling to fpare them any 
bundle or ftick, but fuch as wef e turned into arrows, and 
improved to wouiul their new-come guefts, which, after a 
pauaTC over the vaft and wide ocean, w;ere entertained^ at 
the nrft fight, only with the fight of withered grafs on the 
furface of the cold earth, and the grim looks or the favage 
enemy. Surely fuch pUg^ms and ftrangers had need of 
* Hobterd't MSS. ibme 
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foin€ other more inward fupport and comfort, than tkis 
world can give. They had need of a good confcience 
within, to adminifter matter for a continual feaft, as they 
were of all other fupplies to fuftain their hearts. It would 
have tried the faith of Abrahanl, when fent from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, if he had been directed to the Arabian wilder- 
neis, and hot into the land flowing with milk and honey. 
But they that had the fame faith that Abraham had^ were, 
when put upon trid, not unwilling to follow the conduft 
of divine providence, into a land not fown, not knowing 
indeed, it may be faid, whither he ^ent, yet hoping that 
God, who, by his fpecial guidance, had brought them into 
a wildcrnefi, would not be a wildernefs to them therein, as 
fincc they have found.** 

In the year 1730, Mr. Prince preached the Election Ser- 
mon. Frcnn this fermon, and other writing of this cele- 
brated divine, we may gather much information, and 
learn leflbns of piety. His labours have faved the hiftori- 
ins of this country many particular refearches. He was 
better able to coUecl materials, and had more induftry 
than moft men« 

In addition to the manufcripts of Dr. L Mather, Cotton 
Mather, and Mr. Hubbard, he procured the diaries and ob- 
iervations of private gentlemen. He was able, with fuch 
scfliftance, to gather every minute circumflance, and a 
library of ancient books, extremely valuable, which he ar- 
ranged in a proper manner, and put into the Old South 
Church. Some relicks of them are to be feen at this day, 
but great depredations have been made by the teeth of 
time ; and alfo by the hand of violence, when the Britifli 
troc^ had pofleffion of the temple. Many manufcripts, 
likewife, have been kept by thofe who meant to borrow. 

Every thing may perifli for want of care — an obferva- 
tion the antiquary frequently makes, who bewails, th<it 
valuable records, which would have been ufefiil to others, 
and Increafed the pleafures of his own mind, fliould be the 
food ifc infefts, or perifh in the fame negleded corner 
the moth and the worm^ 






